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1. Name 4
2+ Trost Oftice Address
8. Residence ?dd‘I‘G‘SS‘ (or location)
-4, DATE OF BIRTH: Nonth __ July Day 17 _ Yoar 1879 ]
'5. Place df birth _Kameas ' ‘
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6. Name of Father Wby; . -~ . ' Plpce of birth Illinois
Other information about father )
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Notes or complete narrative by the 11e1(1 wofrked dcailng with the life and :
story of_the »erson interviewed, “Rofir to Manual for sugsGsted subjects
and questions, Continue on blank shects if necessary and attech firmly t6
this form. / Numbe? of she : a
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Jui Interview #ith Mary
.. Alice Crosby Pittenger,
, Eeg!rpr@, ,leal;dma. <

: I m -‘here 1n 1894 from Wichita, Kansas, with ny
" uncle, "Mr.. Grosby, when I was fc;xgxzteen years of age.
. ¥r. Crosby ‘made the race uhen the Cnerokee 3trip
' Was opsned, sarte-ber }.6 1893. He didn't get 8 clam B
' 80 boﬁght cue six’ and cne-hlr miles south of Eakita.
s thesprmgnebm taframehouse and the rmﬂycamein
:m.' e, Crosby a1d rmghtmg through the Cherokee
Strip before n wes opema. 4 = such a lonely looking. !
:"“‘ x glaoe, 20 tz'eqs 1 was tho ﬁ:rst teachsx in sttrict 57, N )
Grant’ Goimtr. I m fourtaen years olﬁ at the %ime. |
At *khat tine honaet were mostly soddies or dugout«
c _énd ;are fo! and far betmn. |
m the ap:r:lng of 1895 enongh settlers had come, to

‘nakc 1t poasihle to hava a achoul. In m:tt'ict No. 57

) lncatad tive nma\ from Uakita, a dugout n the creek
bank was lada akd ‘then ﬂm school board aet out to ges a .

o mexm- They rmny arrmﬂ at my nm snd statbd thetr . |
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minion end iIn'a Joking manner I tﬂiﬂ then I would teach
'. thn sehool. 'I‘he; asked me what salary I wanted and I told -
thut 315.00 per mth. The jake turned on me,- ror they
would not let me back out. .

In;*ort'lar‘to. draw the school allowapcevfor the -:.‘.nis- i
triet, ‘st lesst a three menthsiterm mist be held, 1 went ~.
to %kc Oonnty Superintemdent ‘and received a temporary
ohrtxrﬁatu and wss a1l set. for the opening of the sahool

. —— Fi

?f:ﬁn, about tho first Of Karch. The schoolhouse was about
firee and oneBalf miles from my home and most of the time
'T walked both weys, cut%ix;g across tﬁe prairie. This school
was ginn the neme of Prairio Qu«n. The cherokee Cutlet ‘
;m sattlad by people mn nesrly all statuf On the ﬁrst “
day of sM ‘the parants brought their children, with boxes'
'for -desks end the books they ha;d used in the state £ vom
whieh they hed came. There were about thirty pupsls end
| nearly all grades, some mt%re advanced than I. sehco} Llosed
in May. In htuyears one of the petrons said <that was the
neat emni ~‘tm‘m ta;ght.' -In later ya-ai‘,é 'éie of my tamr‘ -

. pupils beceme éupo_nntendent of the _fifst Rurai Uonaolidated
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%whool in Oklalnma. I was married the tonowing year after :

ly school us ont and lived in a iittle s0d house on a cluim.

< I.was vory youns ahd atayea on the clam wi th my amall baby

' tkne m ‘husband worked 4n Kansu. '



