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PHILLIPS, MARTHA. INTERVIEW.

Field "fcrk^r's name Loudolphua D. Maybee

7'ras report nuide on (date) April 19, 1938.

None Martha P h i l l i p s

?-)st office Addross Murphy, Oklahoma,

3. Residenoo address (o r l o c a t i o n ) Southwest Murphy.

•i. DATZ 'v^ "5IH?H: ' : n i h November Day Year 1850

Place of b i r t h Webbers Falls

r?u?.e of Fatl.er Mr. Thompson plac^ of birtli

rtLer infonnati ;n -ibout father Iadiaa aad Scotch "Irish.

"ai\e .if ''ithTer «^ X- ' Place of b i r th

information about mother Colored - Mother was

owned by Mr. Thompson.

"otes or complete narrative by the field ?;crker dealing with the
life and .story of tLe person intervie?;ed Refer to Manual for
sjgcested subjects and questions. Continue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmly to this fcra. Number of sheets
attached



PHILIIPS, MARTBA. INTERVIEW

AB Interview with Mrs. Martha P h i l l i p a ; Marphy ? o v ie
By - Loudolphus D* Mayboe, I n v e s t i g a t o r .

Apr i l 13 , 1938.

Mrs Martha F&i l l i p s f a t h e r died before she was

bora and she was inhe r i t ed by her b ro the r as a s l a v e ,

tfilliam 'Itaapson, her h a l f b r o t h e r , owaed her dur iag the

War. They l i r e d on the Mi l i t a ry Road aad her b r o t h e r aad

Auat wore plaafciag to a e l l Martha and he r ha l f b r o t h e r s

aad when fcsseir ajot&er fouad out about the plan she e s -

caped oae n igh t with Har tha , thea four teen yes r s o ld , aad

iartha's two l i t t l e half brothers. They took nothing with

them but a qu i l t . The aother attempted to awim the (S*and

Rivsr with the two snai l children oa her back but was

forced to turE back whea Martha waa caught by the curreat

and pulled away froa her down the r i ve r . They hid ia the

rocica of the Greea Leaf Mountains, wet and half frozen.

Ti)9y lived oa dried haws and a l i t t l e parched -cora giv«n to

them by an Indian somaa for over a month. They ware about

starved whea sa&rthaT8 mothey if«at out aad ki l led a wild hog.

She dragged i t to camp aad with a crude kaife cut pi«cas of

n&at for th» children, faey made a small f i re uader tho

cliff to cook their treat. This at tracted the attention

of aa. Indian man r idiag close by and he came to inveat i -
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t.e. He took them to Martha1 a cous in ' s house and they

hid there in th® a t t i o for raaay days while her brother

and other r e l a t i v e s hunted for them.

Martha's mistra©8,l£aty Thompson,was Joe Vaaa's

great grandmother. They l ived so c lose to the Mil i ta ry

Road that they had to hide a l l t h e i r valuables in the

woods to keep the s o l d i e r s from s t e a l i n g them.

Martha aad her mother and brothers ware a t Fort

Gibsoa duriag the b a t t l e which the Uaioa s o l d i e r s won.

The ground shook from the roar of the cannons. After

the War Martha" worked a while a t Fort Gibson. She got

aa allotment and i t was taken away from her in 1891.

She married Charles P h i l l i p s whose fa ther *as Dutch

and mother ha l f aagro. He »as a Civ i l War ve te ran . *•>

Martha always had an ambitioa to be a doctor and she

studied a l l the books of madicine tha t s»he could ob ta in .


