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Zetded R. 1land ’ )
Field viorker ) '
April 29,.19%7 :

Interview with :. L. lerry
Duke, Oklahoma,.

T was borm in allaes County, .exss, July 286, 1856

and in 1890 my wife .nd T deci ed e vould Xike to {ry -

the new country wt wé;e hearicg éo ruch ebout in the ied
River valley couniry where you ceuld takg up one hundérec
and s1xty scres, pay J1.00 :n ecfe for agbther one hun-
dred acres and est blish your home in the iittle knoén
fertjle plaing oi what was then north westYTexas.

¢ e éamg to Quansh, “exsg on the raii where vic

.bouzht all tle supplies needed for an indeﬁinitc «ilder-

|
ness trip ¢« loaded them £1l into & coverqc wagon 1o

P -

_ whieh ‘T hitched a coupie ¢S oxens nd we herced north

T . . i
over the old Jusnzl snd Manm rosd. e d?d considerable

+

wander{ng sround tefore we crossec hed :iver zr. found a
Yot of squatiers, who we'c¢ full of enihusiasm-and plans

for a great devclémment of the country. .hey ssemed not

. . " ..
to care whether lexas won the dispute or Oklahoms; it was

B 1

ihe soil end climste shich they loved and believeo in.
Fifteen or twenty mjles nr: th of ked liver ubere we crossed

LY
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it,we came to the merging of four or five draws ml{\ing a

ffnr gized creeck v th running weter thst looked as t\h\ough
4t might never zo entirely ¢ry as we %\Ter"e told that mgét

of the streams in this part of the cq‘]u!iitry <id thmugh the

. dry season every year. lhe ba;flgs of th'is .s treem ~hrdl'lar:ge
trees growinz on it, offering shade for.an-imals sné nesting
plzces for tirdse ‘

.e leaxtned 1r ter thet the stream was rneamed Turkey creex
becsuse of the im"r;ense droves of wild turkeys th~i came to the
trees to roost épch ni zhtl 19 be out of the way of wolves -nd
Jther night “prowlers ih-t -ere their enemies. /e made camp
and deé{ded fron this point we would invesiigote the lay of
the land. In the brenches of the tree;a sang, ?hai,téd end
nested birds of va;'ious sizé:s rnd color. .1l the wn: birds
comgaon to our own beloved “exss were present, moexin' 'Lirc;'s
3éissor tajls, Spanish cenrries, Zaltir:ior( orisics, bl}xe cuail
as well r~a =ray ro’t,in**\, nrairie cH'c'rgens, road Tunuers, wild
turkeys~ we _‘could see them all in a e lf day. m vater was
alive with £1{sh.

~e selected a place a hundred y:az.'_ds or 8o from ibe north
bax}k ot‘ ore of the draws, plowec around our helf section of

Y

land. South half/af section 12, Tovmship 2, North 2% weste
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#e ware just in the beginning of the Gyp EHill 1aﬂda. I §egnn
to €ig a hole in the ground for us while my wife busied herseif
‘sattiﬁg up housekée;ing in our tent because }he very pressing
- need of'my having the use of the wagon to haul rock. Our under-
grou#d room was lined with white roka very irregular as to shape
and gize which were commonly called flat rock and wers of a lim;
férmétion usually refe?red to as Gyp rock.-
Bscauge we wefe‘so lately ouf from the railrosd and had

_ plen£y;or time to make the trips back to Quansh for more'supplies
‘but were really too late in the season to élow and plant, we fguhd
" ourselves trading‘or selliﬁg our surplus supplies outright‘to the
squatter families who were alfeady in poséossion 0of their shome- ~
steads. I finished up my dugout with a large upper store room
with rock walls and began trucking or haulingiaupplies'from
Quansh. fe.éiﬁ not have s very well defined'rOad Hor s aqf;

crossing over Red River but I hed a stout dependable petir of

oxen, a stout heart,apzirof 7{114ing hands and a wife who could

\ . .

be depended upon 710t to lose her hsed 41f -1 happened to be a day
or two late, or a little twister of wind came. slong or a head rise
or g big rain. .Al80 ,8he was not sfra{d to be alone a few days and

could vhen neccessary attend to the store vhile I was awny» Thua
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ﬁta?teﬁ one of the larges£ and the very £irst Zeneral mercan-
t1le bﬁsiness 1# Duke. ~any ere the times I bogged down in
the middle of the river and had %0 carry my load-out on my
back, which took meny trips back erd forth. 3ome times I would
have to éarqy a2 two bushel ssck of zrain out on my shoulders.

I sooh learﬁ&@ fd make a straw bridge before drivins into the

S -

water if the crossing looked difficult. 4 strew bridge wes

~ NN N
mede by puliing urp or treaking off the tall netive ~rass and

I *

sage brushssgre ding it tefore the oxen :-s they crossed.
1 reallyﬂknjoyed.my work. I was surrounded by a people

who were honest end sincere in their dealings and appre ‘iated
0 : .

being sble to obtain supplies without going miles 10 get them.

The main gravéled roed both east end west soon came right by v

~

— my door. 3trangers stopped Lo ask questijons and cet supplies.
I think I ceshe. checks fTom ev.ry stzte in ihe Unjon; I mever -
turned a strafiger down enc sever in my life got a :ad check.

Quenah Parier and his bend of braves came across ihe,fivér

-~

.some times and‘usually_atteaded'all our |iérics anéhﬁérbecués.x
. .{'\ - ~

Lone Wolf of the +jawas and his braves oftern came over
hunt$&Z end fishing end when they vould come iAto the ‘store, I

usually hired three or four extra ‘elerké to see that the Kiowas’

- =

.,
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paid for what they vould pick up. They had a way of wenting

t0 handle everything 4n the store and were not as ‘careful 4n

paying for them or puttimgthem back dovn as they might have

been. e dug a public well on my place near my stotg ;nd built

a horse trough. The Indians never trouble. to ask for a diéper
_but drank from the trough with the horses. I soon itraded my

oxen off end got four 1&%;& rules to pull my.freight waron. They ’
were worse about getting bogged in the quick sand than the oxen
but made .the tripﬁé&ch {uicker time. Frem my store door when I -
came hdre you could look out snd see plenty of cattle, same
horses, an occasiongl herd of antelope and at.night the coyotes
call was always'heard. I ax still livin on my lad and part of

my first stone walls are still stauding.
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