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Zm.‘ Be Blw
hesearch Worker.
May 1, 1937.

Lirfs and Expariencea of a
Hative of Oklshama,
Mrs. Btnel Daniel Pfeiffer.
Duks, Oklahoma.

1 was born near Terra% in what was then Indian Terri-
tory. Father had a ten year lease orn five humrdred acres
from ar Indian. PFather was to dbuild sny builéings he wanted
to from tress cut from the land, He was to clearoff timder
and put into cultivation a csrtain number of acres but I do
not know the number of acres agreed upor. At the end of
ths lsase all improvements, buildings, fences, atc., wers
to becoms the property of the lard owner. Pather and my ald-
ar brothers cut the trees and clsared the space for all our
bulldinge, The logs were dragged by oxem to a mill not far
away and ocut into rough plamks. The house had four rooms
and was coversd with c¢lap-board which Pather and the boys
cut themsalves imn the woods rot far from the house. We lived
near the old Chisholm Trail and many weeks cattle would pass
in such herds that they would be several days and nights

o224 ey . hovge  Wvery once iR a while a chuck wagon with

several extra cow boys around it would pass. I have seea
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droves 0f hoge Or skesp which were so large that you could
see aeither degimrmimg nor end but there wouid be thousands
ard thousemnds of them. The woods wors full of all kinds of
arimalas, I was fsmiliar with the screamm of ths panther
and wild cat, also the bark of the coyote. The wild cats
would coms right up to our hem house and pull the ehickens
through the cracks of the houss after they had been shut

up a8t nighs,.

Fether got a lot of atesl trapas. He msde a large
coop and took am 0ld rooster that could be depanded on to
crow just before dsy avery moraing. them took the coop dcwa
intc the edge of the woods, put the rooster imside the coop
80 the wild cats could mot get him, TFather set thess stsel
iraps all around the coop in the leeves and when the roost-
sr would begim {0 erow the cats would come from all direc-
tions and Father would grab his gum and start tooc. He
killed many cata; I remsmber ome moraiag he camm in with
thirty. They seemed much larger thaan they 4o taday. Father
threw odf of the cats across the flamks of his horse to
show a ﬁighber how large the cat was. The cat's claws

hung dowm bslow the horse's flanks onm eack side ¢f the horas.
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dnr zearsst nsighbor lived four milss away. BRHe
wes & full blood Cherokse buck with a white wife. The
vhite wife was determined to maks her husband work. Bbe
would send him to milk. He would milk emnd them drink
all the milk and carry his wife the empty ducket. He
would always think of something provoking to 4o ac she
vould not ask him to 40 the sems thing again for a lomng
tims.

I have twe oldar sisters and one night when a
young man whe lived seversl miles from us was going
homs fiom our house he jassed under a bent trees aand a
panther dropped from the $ree oxto the hips of his
horss. The herae degan %0 run and the bdoy to ascroanm,
Ho wanted his father to open the door. His father mis-
tookmrarndmlknﬁndemnrywu shooting
him. The bay rode right up to the door amd tumbled
right ovar his poay's: head into the daor of tks house
sad siammed the &ocr. The flesh was tora from the
horse's fianke and hips so that he died and the panther
got three pigs and two ealves bcforo he left the lots
of that family that night.
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My two younger brothers ome day cams into the houss
and wanted Mother to come and see ;omothing they had found.
She imsisted on thsizr teiiiag aer what it was before we went
to ses it. Ome of the boys suid; "Its a tosd in a gourd”,
1% was a terrapin.

Wo ralsed and cannsd or dried for wintsr almost sny
vegstables you ever heard of. I 4o not remembar all ile
vild fruits in the woods but in the spring theres wers dew-
berries, blackberries, raspberries and strawberries. In
the summer ther¢ were wild grapes exd plums snd in the fall
red and black haws snd persimmons. I remember several kinds
of nuts. Pecan end hickory auts were the kind we liked beat,
He had a large orchard on the place with apricots, apples,
pears ead psaches aad we always sade graps and apricot wine
88 vell as blackberry bramdy.

My mother died when I =as two ysars old. Ny oslder
sisters married and I was left at homs to keep house for my
fathor and the boys when I was very young. Ose day Fathor
cams in and said, "Ethel, couldm't you make Ded some good
old ‘eggy* corn brezd?" Of course I thought I eould and
wvanted to have it extra nice 830 I put in eleven eggs amd two
oups of meal. We had “aggy" oorz bread.
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moal was ground at a custom mill not very far

avay. Om \ turday Father or ome of the boys would take a
sack ®f sheilod ecorn to the mill and the miller would grimd
our corn for \Q‘nmtourth of the cora that we brought to him.

I ‘lemc\d\ to ride a horge when I wes very youmg for
I ofter had t0 go with the mea or be left ut Joms mlome 80
1 sarly learmed to ridse femce and rop3 a4 cow. The woods
ware full of wild horaes, cows and hogs. Whan work was
slack the doys of the commmmity would roumd up a bumch of
the wild horses, make a corral of pcles scaetli:sa, and some-
times of their rcpes and spead a day or tvwo just ridimg wild
horses. It was great fum o watok them. I atteaded lets
of dances. Sometimes the doys would get pretty wild for
there wes always plemty of good wime and whiskey. If amy
thing happensd serious,flike anybody gettimg shot, all the
boys would hide and scmes of them would eross the river over
into Texas until the trouble would all dblow over. Whaa a
bunch of boys would be hidimg out they would sometimes come
out for somsthing to esat smd would always be disguised se
that 29 one would know them uatil they were sure tie coast
was clear. We mever refused food te sayons mé sometimms



| PYIKIYER, m DANIRL. INTERVIEN. 185207

wB=

a mar would pull off his disguise amd we would have the
surprise of our livea. Once I wes seiting 2 meal fTor an
0ld gray-bearisd man. Hia beard was 80 long and white I
remembar wn&mxa thought, "My, that man must be azarly a
hundred ysars old". While I had m\btck turned o him he
tookoffhisd&mmmhomm:anefmofonr
asarest aeighdbors.

Dad was good to every one and never refused aany
favor a neighdor asked. Once a neighbor came aad dor-
rowed a horse amd brought her khome aftsr he had had her
8 ysar.

I wcs seventesn years old dut had aever beem to
tomn. Omne day Father was taken very il1l; thers was o
ons home but him end me. I 4id mot kaow mhat to do as
I had either to leave Dad aloss and go for a dootor or
load him into a sprizg wagon amd take him to the doetor,
I decided I would take him to the doetor. I 414 aot
know whers the towa wes, I hov only the gsaersl direc-
tion and I knew the nssrest town was thabo
olghtecn miles amay. Ded wes alresly uncomscious. I
Ritched theghstort poaiss we had to the wagem and how

|
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I got Dad into the wagom I 40 not know 4o this day for he
weighed nearly three humdred pounmds, dut get him inm I Aid
and drove and drove -~ it ssemed to me all might. It was ia
the afternoon whea I got started and when the moon was
shiaing brigl)ﬂ: I topped a iittle hill just when I had decided
I was lost and thare wes ﬁo little village nestling in the
valley.

Every mar and boy packed a gum or pistol amd I d4d
toc for I so often rode alone. I often took a shot at
wild animals and killed lots of squirrels. We never ate
swamp rabbits, coon, possum end snimals like that as so
many people did.

Once when I was eighteen ysars old Dad had gotten a
toreshar and had to have all the boys to help him amd I
bad to stay twc weeks sll alome and attemd io the stock
aad another time I got across the river whez a rise came
exd {t was & week before I could cross. I had to stay
with somd Iadians. They were so nice t0 mo and wanted me
t0 eat with them but I could mot bear to eat from the same

dish they all put their fimgers into s0 the 0ld squaw seemed
to realize and she would serve ms in ax 014 batteresd pan



she had picked up somewhsre. I had the toothdzhe one
night while thers and the old aquaw put something on my
jew that eased it right away ard I went right tc sleep,

I rode a little pony I called Shorty. BHe wasa very
wise as 0 the ways of the woode; he could smsll a rattler
I believe g hundred yards away and would never go aloag
ths path where cms was.

One tims when I was alons I wanted %0 visit a frieed
vho lived thirty miles away and I drove the distance a%
night to avoid the heat of the day. I would come {m from
riding fence all day whem the mem folks were away and turm
my torse i{mto the lot and go to the house amd get my supper
without any thought of being afraid. I could kill en ante~
lope, throw him asross my horse to take him homs or tie him
up in & tree, skia him and cut out & plece to cook over a
campfire as quickly as either of my youmger brothers.

After Mother‘s death Dad traded a lot and would often
be gone & loag time. Once he had deon gone & long time and
and vo were afraid he was not going to get home for Christ-
mas. He never left us much momey whem he would go gway bdut

we had pleaty to eat and a wild turkey all ready %o roast,
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The weather hed been 80 bad that we just kaew that Dad would
not get hume. There wmus & pretty bad mud hole righ. mear our
house and several timse people would come to the house to
aave the boys get the mules amd prll them out. When they pulled
one man out the man seid, "Hers Soamy, i8 two.bits, its nearly
Christmas and I expect you can uss 1t." That gave ths boys an
idea and the next Gay they haranessad the diggsat spam of mules
on the place and weat doma to the mud hole aad offered to pull
any oms out for a quarter and thet might they hzd $2.50 and
one of them got on his horse and went to town the next day
so when Dad d4id come in, as he did the day bafore Christmas
bringing us presents, we had soms for him too.

Once Dad was thirty miles away working with a bumech of
men when hs was takea ill. They sent one of the men out for
a doctor and a8 he had iC pess whsre we lived he told the
mak 10 5UOp amd vell me, 80 this man knocked on the door aad
wher I went to the door hs said, "Hﬁ&a, your father is very
sick and I am goimg for the dooctor. He 3ald for me to stay
here until mornizg and then go om and gzt the 6$;$or and per-
haps you would like to come to the camp with the d;ctor.'

I replied, "You caa sotay here but first go hitech to the
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spriag board the two horses you will fiad im the corral.
I'1l go or for the doctor amd them go on to Father to-~
right". The grourd was covered with snow and ice and I
waa Rot sure the doctor would want Yo start out at might
but he wrapped up iz a lot of quil¢s which were ia the
wagok &xd lay dowe &ad slept aad I drove all night through
the slest and smow amd we got back to Dad ik tima %o save
his life and I wsas glad.

I was bora emong the Indians but was never afraid
of them. I thought they werse our frisnds and I knetz.;ere
their friends. They never stols from us or iried to
scare us in aay way but wers slways ready to divide
their food with us and we with them, and we often ex-
changed pressnis of sume and meats and I wonld abot them
how white pecple would do thimgs, but { mever tried to

learn how they 4id thinga for I thought our way the best.
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