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Zaidse B. Blaad
Bsseareh Worker,
Hay 1, 1937.

Life and Experiences of a
Satire of Oklahesa,

Mra. Btaal Daniel Pfeiffer.
Duke, Oklahoma.

I was bora aear Terra! in what was then Iadlan Terri-
e

tory. Father had a tea year lease on five hundred acres

from aa Indian. Father was to build any buildings he wasted

to from trees out from the land. Be was to clearoff timber

and pat iato cultivation a oertain aumbsr of acras but I do

not know the number of aerea agreed upoa. At the end of

the lease all improTemants, buildings, foncee, etc., ware

to become the property of the land owner. Father aad my eld-

er brothers out the trees and cleared the space for all our

buildisge, The logs were dragged by oxen to a mill not far

away aid out iato rough plamks. The house had four rooms

and was covered with clap-board which Father and the boys

cut theawelves im the woods aot far from the house. We lived

lear the old Chishola Trail aad aaay weeks cattle would pass

iu euch herds that they would be several days and nights

ps**«^ fear^e Wmvy oiao® ia a while a chuck wagon wl th

several extra oow boys around it would pass. I have seea
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droTes of hogs or sheep which were so largo that you could

see aeither begiB&iag as* eaA but there would be thousands

aad thousaa&s of them. 1&e wood® oars f o i l of a l l kinds of

animals, I was familiar with the screacEa of the panther

asd wild oat , a lso the bark of th« ooyots . The wild cats

would corns r ight up to our baa house aad pal l the ehlcfceae

through the cracks of the house a f ter they had been shut

up at atght.

Father got a l o t of a t t o l traps. He made a large

coop aaS took am old rooster that could be depa&ded on to

crow just before d*y a very aoraing. thes took t&a coop dews

into the edge of the woods, put the rooster las lde the coop

so the vl ld oats could not g e l h la . father s e t these s t e e l

traps a l l aroumd the coop in the leeres aad A e a the roost*

er would beglm to crow the eats would ease from a l l dtrec-

tioas and father would grab Ills gum aad s tar t too . He

killed «aay cats ; I r e i a b e r ome aomiBg he smm la with

thirty. Tkey seeaed sstek larger thaa they do today, yathwr

threw otf| of the oats aorecs the f lasks of h i s horse to

show a neighbor Mow large tiie oat was. The c a t ' s e lavs

hung dow» below the h e r s e f s flask* oa each s ide #f the horse.
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Our aaarast aslghbor lived four al ias away. I t

961 * fo i l blood Cherokee buck with a whit* wlfa. 1&e

i&ite wifa was determined to mks her huebaad work. 3he

uould send him to milk. H© would milk aad then driak

all tha ollk aa& otrry his wif« th» sapty bucket. Ha

vonld alw*y« tlilak of «ooi»thiag provoking to &o no ak»

would not ask hla to do the sas» thiag again for a loag

tima.

I har* t»e oldtr «latar« aad on* might ihaa a

yooBg B*A vte Uva4 aararal «ile« fron us was golag

hoa» frai our kottM ka $«asad vaaar a bamt traa aad a

pamtfear droppad fro» tk# traa oato ths klpa of hi*

horsa. Tk« karaa ba^aa to rui aad «ka boy to aoreaau

Ht vaatad a l t fatkw to opa» tto door. Hla father a l s -

took hl« for a druak aaa am aaat T«ry aear skootlag

MM. llta boy roda rlgkt up to tfaa door and tuablad

right ovar his poayf a hsad 1Ato the door of tks hottaa

sad slanad tha doer. Hia flush was tora from tha

horsa*a fiaaks as4 hip* a* that ha dlad and the paather

got thraa pltjs aad two aalrsa before ha laft tha lota

of that fsjaily that



, XTHSL DAHI1L. IHTEWTIBI. #1253
205

My two youager brothers oae day cam into the house

and van tad Mother to cose and see something they had found.

She lasisted on thsir teiliag ker what It waa before we weat

to see it, OB® of t&a boys asiid; "It's a toad ia a gourd"•

It was a terrapino

Wa raised and canoed or dried for winter almost aay

vegetables you mr heard of« I do aot romaabar all the

wild fruits la the woods but ia the sprieg th»r» ware daw-

berries, blackberries, raspberries and strawberries. In

the sooner ther* were wild grapes a&d ploias aad la the fall

red and black haws and persintoas. I remember aeiroral klads

of nuts* Fecaa and hickory stats were the kiad we liked best,

go had a large orchard oa the place with apricots, applea,

pears amd peaches aid we always aade grape and apricot wiae

as well as blackberry bready.

Uy aother died when I na» two years old. My older

sitters married a£d I was left at hoae to keep house for m&

father sad tae boy* wham I was rery young. 0w» day Tathsr

casae la amd Mid, "Itael, couldaU you Mak* Dad sooe good

old 'eggy* com bread?* Of course I thought I could ead

wuted to haTe it extra alee eo X put ia •!•••» eggs taA two

oaps of aeal. We had "eggy" cora breaA.
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OaV aoal was ground at a euatoa alll not vary far

assy. Om Saturday Fatfcsr or oaa of tha boys would tako a

sack of ahallad corn to the sill and the miller would grlad

oar COJ^ for i?a«-fourth of ths eora that *® brou^it to him*

I l«ara«4 to rid« a korae wh«a I we* vory yotmg for

I often Jiad to go with th« OAM or ba laft *t &on» sloaa »o

I aarly laarmad to rida fames aid rop« a oow. ^ a woods

wara fall of wild horaaa, cowa aad boga. 1h«ia vork was

slacfc the boys of tiia coamoMity would rottad up a bu»oh of

the wild horaas, anica a corral of polea aeaatAfeaa, and aoaa-

tiaaa of tbalr rcpai and apaad a day or tuo Juat ridiag wild

horaas. It «a« graat fnm to watoa tbaai. I attaadad lata

of damoea. SoaatiaM tka boya would gat pratty wild for

tbara «aa always planty of good wlma aad wblakay. If aay

thing happaaad aarioua,lika anybody gattlag aaott all tJaa

boya nould hida aad aoat of taaa\ would orosa tka rirar orar

Uto Taxai uatil tka troabla would all blow OTar. faaa a

buach of boya would ba aidlag out taay would aoaatiaaa ooaa

out for soaatkiMg to aat aad would always ba disgulaad —

that so oaa would kaow U a a natU tkay wara aura taa aoast

vaa olaar. ffa aarar rafuaa* food to aayoaa aad aoojatiwjaa
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a MA would poll off lii« di*gui»» net wa would have tka

aurpriaa of our l i r e* . Gaea X waa aatting & aaal for an

old gray-baar&ad BBA. Hie beard was so long and whit© I

raaatffedr $h*t & thought, "M7, that «*a aust be aaax-ly a

kuadrad yaara old", Iki le X had niy btck ttumsd %& Mm ha

took off a i s din^ila* aid fi« «ma £3» aoa of oa© of our

aaartat a«igfebor«.

Dad wa» good to awry osa and aay»r rofoaad amy

faror a naighbor «ikad. Onea A aaighbor caaa aad bor-

rovad a bor«« aad brought hax* koaa aftar ha aad had liar

a yaar.

X «oa savamtaam yaar« old but had aatar beea to

towi. Oaa day Jatkar waa takaa vary i l l ; tbara «aa so

oaa kom bat h i s aad a*. X did mot kmow what to do aa

I aad aitfear to laara Dad aleaa aad go for a doctor or

load bia lit© a aprisg wagoa amd taka him to tha doator,

I daaidad X would taka a la to tfea do«tor. X did sot

karo wfttra th» tmta vma, X loaav oaly tt» gaaaral dirao-

tioa aad X tea* tfca laarast tova waa auppoaad to ba

aigktaaa al ia* aamy. Dad waa mlxttly umooaaoioua. I

ktUkad tka«%a4«al paaiaa «a kad to tka «mgaai aad kow
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I got Dad l&to the vagoa I do aot know to this day for be

weighed aearly three huadred pouads, but get m a in I did

aad drove and drove - it seeded to is® all sight. It was la

the afteraooa whea I got started and t&en the mooa was

ahiaiag bright I topped a littit hill just when I bad decided

I was lost aad there was the little Tillage neatliag in th*

valley.

Brory oaa asd boy packed a gun or pistol a&d X did

too for I so often rode alofte. I oftea took a shot at

wild aaiaala and killed lots of squirrels, ffe nerer ate

swaap rabbits, cooa, possum sad aaioals like that as so

aaiy people did*

Oaee whea X vas eighteea years old Dad had gotten a

thresher aid had to hare all the boys to help him aad X

had to stay twc weeks ell aloae aad attead to the atook

aid aaother tine X got across the rirer when a rise cause

Md it was a week before X could cross. I had to stay

with aoae Iadiaas. They were so Bios to «o aad waated ae

to eat with the* but X could mot bear to eat from the ease

dish they all put their flagevs late so the old sques ••newd

to realise aad site weuld eerre as la aa old battered pea
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ahe had picked up somewhere. I had the tooth ate he oae

sight while there and the old squaw put something on cay

jaw that eased it right away aad I seat right to sleep.

I rode a little poay I called Shorty. Ha waa very

vise BB to the ways of the woods; he could smell a rattler

I be Here a hundred yards away auad would never go aloag

the path where oaa was.

Oae time whea I waa aloae I wasted to visit a friead

«ho liTtd thirty stiles away aad I drove the distance a$

sight to aroid the heat of the day. I would ease in from

ridiag feac* all day whem the sea folks were away and turn

BQT feorss imto tk« lot aad go to the house and get my supper

without amy thought of bwiag afraid. I could kill aa ante-

lop*, throw him asro«a asy horse to take him hosts or tie hla

up ia a tree, skia hi* aad out out a pieoe to cook over a

caapfire aa quickly as either of ay youagw brothers*

After iiot&er** death Dad traded a lot and would oft«a

be goae a loag time. Oaoe he had been gone a loag tiae aad

aad we were afraid he was not go lag to get hose for Chris t-

maa. He sever left us much aoasy whea he would go away but

we had pleaty to eat aad a wild turkey all ready to roast.



PFXSffSB, S2HKL DilHXKL. XHTERTIEW.

. 9 -

Th« weathe?.' had been so bad t h a t we j u s t kaew t h a t Dad would

not g e t hunt . Ifcere was a p r e t t y bad mid h o l e right. a#ar our

house aad s e v e r a l t imes people would ooae t o the house t o

iiare the boys g e t i&e s o l e s aad p u l l them o u t . When th*y p u l l e d

one Baa out the man s a i d , "Ear© Sonsy, i a t w o - b i t * , i t s near ly

Christmas and I e x p e c t you caa use i t . " That gare the boys an

idea aad the nex t day they h&r&ss&ed the b i g g e s t spas o f Mi les

on the p lace aad weat dosa t o the mud h o l e a)*& of fered to p u l l

any oae out f o r a quarter ai\& t h a t a i g h t they .feaa ? 2 . 5 0 aad

one of thea go t oa h i s horsti aad v e a t to town the aax t day

so when Dad did eoae i n £ as hf» d id the day before Christmas

bringing us p r e s e n t s , we had some f o r him t o o .

Once Dad was t h i r t y m i l e s a*ay working w i th a buach of

maa when he was takes i l l . They s e n t on» o f the sen out f o r

a doctor aad as he had t o peas where we l i v e d he t o l d the

«aa to owup o»d i o l i a s , so t h i s m&n kAooked oa the door sad

*hea I weat t o the door he s a i d , "S&sg, your f a t h e r i s vary

siok aad I an goiag for the doctor* He »aid for wo to stay

here uatil •orait'g aad thea go oa aad get the 6s#£or and per-

h&ps you would like to eon* to the osjsp with the doctor*"

I replied, "You oaa stay here but f irs t go hitoh to the
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spriag board the two horses you will fiad U the corral.

I'll go o& for the doctor aad them go oa to father to*

aight*. The grousd was covered with amow and toe aad I

was aot sore tfee dootor *ould want to start out at aight

bat he trapped up is a lot of quilts which vers la the

vagom u d ley dom &ad slept aad I drore all night through

the sleet aad smov amd we got back to Dad in %im to ©are

life and I TO* glad.

I was bora aaoag the ladiaas but was never afraid
we

of thea. I thought they were oar friends and I

thair friends* They aerer stole from us or tried to

soara us in aay way but were always ready to divide

their food with us aad we with them,aad we often ez-

at ***** Mid BttatS afid I WOtlld

how white people would do thi&gs, but I aaver tried to

lftara how they l id things for I thought our way the best.
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