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Workerfc.name &frs. Nora Lorrin

This report made on (date) \ August 13. 193

1. Namo Mrs* Holon Bichhoff Ll-ttlo.

2. Post 0:'i*ico Address . Bl Reno, Oklahoma

3. Residence address (or locution) 701 South Hadd'en

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month November Day 7. Year 1893

5. Place of bir th HI Reno, Oklahoma.

'6. Name of Father Michael Bj.ohhoff Place of b i r th Elberfeld,
Germany

Other information at out father BQrn Qfftnhfty a ;

7." Name of Mother Ursula Welter Mnhhnff Placo of birth
Germany^

Other information about mother B o r n January 17, 1874, and dietd

in 1908.
Notes-or cor.pl, to-narrat ive by the field worker dualin^r with the l i f e and
story of- the person interviewed, R-"\.r to Manual Cor sar;:'ostod subjects
and questions. Continue on blank shr-rtr> if necessary -ind attach firmly t<
tnis lorm. KumDer or sn- ^ts atfactiea " " .
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Nora Lorrin, Interviewer,
August 13, 192,7.

Interview with Helen Eichboff Little,
701 South Hadden, El Reno, Oklahoma,

Mrs'. Belan Eichhoff Little was born in SI Reno,

Oklahoma, on November 7, 1893. Her father, for.

Miohael Eichhoff, was born in Elberfeld, Germany,

October 3, 1867, and died May 17, 1927, Her mother,

Mrs. Ursula Welter Eichhoff, was born at Cologne^

Germany, January- 17, 1874, and died in 1908, Her .

father came to America when-he was about seventeen

years of age and his destination -was Shelby, Nebraska,

Her mother cane to America when she was about four-

teen years old and'•she also- came to Shelby, Nebraska,

They were married in Shelby about 1891.

Mrs, Little's parents came to Oklahoma for the

first opening in,1889 but her father went into the

banking business here in SI Reno instead of ta&ing a
, • • f

t , *

claim.
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His bank was the Stock Exohange Bank. He was

s t i l l running the bank when .Helen was born in 1893,

After he quit, the bank he went to a farm neer Pied-

- '• ' ' J

•mqnt̂  six miles northwest of that l i t t l e place. Tl/ey

moved to th i s place when Helen was-«jfc£ht years o]

and Mr. Eichhoff lived on th-is farm un t i l about/eight

years before he died. The las t years of h i s .lyfe

he was a clerk in the office of the Southern f/otel

in SI Reno.

before they le f t Nebraska he had filed/on a ;

•homestead and proved up on i t , which made him i n -

e l ig ib le for f i l ing on another 'claim so he had to

buy his claim in Oklahoma. He had two cl'aima of a
' hundred and sirty acres but one of his claims was

school land.
V

The farm had a two-story frame house with two

rooms do«n-«tair« and two rooms up-s ta i r s , a large

frame barn, chicken house, and"goody-tastings well -

pater* This water was cold because i t was ,from a

deep well, • - /
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Their fuel.supply was-*wooS.4and coal. The .Slichhoff

family traded with the Mulvey Mercantile Cdmpany at ' ~

Piedmont. They also traded at a little country store

and'post office called Mathewson which was located about

a mile from fjh«ir farm. A man by the name of Otto Wray*

used to run the post office at Mathewson.

' ' '

. Soon after 'Piedmont was built I/Athewson passed out

of existence. There was a cemetery near Mathewson .call-

ed the Mathewson Cemetery which-is still in existence
/

and in use. It is a nice one, well oared1for, Mrs.

Little had an uncle named Gus Thelen who used to run

an Indian store at Ooncho in the early days when the*.

country.was first opened, . , •'

" H»l«n Eiahhoff attended the Racine School which

is located, nine miles> north and six miles east of ^1

Reno. She, was eight years old when she started to

school and she received-all of her education at this

school except dne year when she attended a scho'o}.

•term in David ^ityy Nebraska^ ' ' *
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: The-s<jhgol building at Racine was just a" frame '.
. • - . ' • • . " ' . '

building which is" still there and in use.

She and- i.ir. Frisco 'I. Little were married DeoemT ^

ber 18, 1912^ • They .have,one child, a daughter twenty-

two years, old, who clerks in the Behnef s -Jewelry store

her* in El £eno. '' • ' •. - • . • '
i '

"For .recreation jfche early day settler had parties, '

dances, literariea, Sunday School and Ohurch', but it .
s'

. was usually at play parties1 where' they sang^and danced.
f - *

Instead of having muMb to dance by* they would make

th6ir mu8io by, jsingjlng. • The.naiiies of ao.me of the songs
• • • . ' . ;

that t.hey danced by wera "Needle's Eyen, -"Pig in the .

Parlor", "Old Dan Tucker". .," They also' played "Go In

-and Chit--tb#--Wlndim!!-̂ _ajid_jMjrop the llandker-chief"..

Another sohg which k r s , L i t t l e remembers went lfke t h i s ;

'"Obi Oh I"' The ladies Oh
The jolly jolly, ladies'OhI

I'd, give. thl;s- world and

Al l . I know
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To get to swing'

The ladies Oh!

Mrs. Little clerked in 0. 0. Shaw's Grocery Store,

the R. D."Thompson Store, v/aldo's Apple House, 'Vfaldo's

Grocery, the Nagle Market and Allison's Grocery Store.

She came in caitaet with the Indians through her

work as clerk at these various st6res. She states that

Waldo's Grocery Store had a large Indian trade, and

she liked to wait on the Indians who had many peculiar

ways. When th«y are paying cash, no matter how many

things they are going to buy, they will buy and pay .

oash for each separate ar t ic le , even though i t costs

only 5^ or 10£.

The Indians liked "hardtack", a very hard cracker,

aiid the stores kept a large supply of these crackers on

hand especially for the Indian trade*' The Indians ate

lots of meat and they usually ordered rib roast or round

steak, seldom ordinary roasts.

Mra« Littl« says that if you treated Indians honestly

they made good friends; they never forgot you and would
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*. * 6 '
* « ' •

always speak to you and treat you in a kindly,
'* \ •

friendly manner.

<K ,
• Among her Indian friends are I.jrs. Sagle Kest,

Kellie 3urna of Ooncho, v?he she s ta tes i s a good-

customer, John Sleeper, and the Kingsleys of Concho;

others- are*fowling Dog, and Liad Woman. • 'r-

Once a month }.'JS . L i t t l e would f i l e the Indian

orders and they would often have ^400,00 or £500.00

worth of business.

Mrs. L*i.ttie" attended a funeral at the home of

the Eagle Kes't family, A son about- twelve years old
v » * *

had died, 'Alien she.arrived at the Indian home, the •

house was practically bare, exoept for the coffin

setting on a couple of chairs. They had given every-

thing away-furniture, bedding, dishes, everything,

i They considered it bad luck to keep things after a

death.

Mrs. Little said that -the Eagle Nest home had

been nicely furnished. The custom is, though, that
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about a year later these people to whom the gifts

were made were required to-make a return gift of"

something. The mother and sister of the boy even

out their hair off. Probably it was another method

of showing their grief.

The dead boy was buried at Conoho and before

the services were ended at the graveyard, the white

people were asked to leave as there were some last

rites the Indians wished to perform without the

presence of the "pale.face" spectators. The Indians
*

seemed glad to have their white friends there and

treated them very courteously.

The house where Mrs. Lit t le was born is s t i l l

in use just as i t was when she was born, and is

located at 819 Sou^h McComb Street,


