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Ficld Worker's name ___ Mps, Nara Larrin, ‘ ’
This report made on (date) N\ _August 13 ' 193 ,
1. Namo _lirs, Helen Eichhoff Little,
2. Yost Ortice Addruss . ' El Reno, Oklshoma
3. Residcnce addrcss (or locationm) ‘ 701 South Hadden
4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month __ November Day _7,  Yeor 1893
5, Place of birth El Reno, Oklahoma, |
6, Name of Father Michael Eichhoff - Place'of birth.Elbbrfeld

. ' Germany :

Other informat ion atout fpthcr Born Qc:nber 31867 died hax 17,1827,

" Name of Mother Urguls Welter Eiochhaff Place of olrth
- Gerggﬁy’

Otner fnformation about mother Born Ianuary 17, 1874 and died

in 1908, : -

Notes-or dbmpl\tcinarrativo b the {ield worker dealing with the life and
story of. the yerson int.orviewcd, R.7.r t0 Manual for surnicsted subjects

and questinns, Continue on blapk shects if nccessary snd attazh firmly 4
tnls 1T0rme NumbeT 01 sSnh- wtif atfazhed - . -
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Nora Lorrin, Interviewer,
August 13, 1937.

Interview with Helen Eichhoff Little,
701 South Haddens; E1l Reno, Oklahoma,

Mrs, Belen Eichhoff'Little was born in El Rého,
Oklahome, on November 7, 1893. Her father, iir.
Mi chael Eichhoff, was born in Elberfol&, Germany,
October 3, 1867, and-died May 17, 1927, Her mother,
ﬁrsl Ursula Welter Eichhoff, was born at Qologﬁéj” N
Germany, January. 17, i874, aﬁd died in 1908, Her
fasher cams to America when-he was about seventeen

years of age and his destination -was Shélby; Nebra ska.

Her mother came to America when she was about four—

] 4

teen years old and -~she also- came to Shelby, Nebraska:

They were married in Shelby about 1891.
Mrs. Little's parents came to Oklahomea for the

‘first opening in, 1889 but her fatheﬁ went into the

banking business here in E1l Reno instead of taking a

f .

’ clain,
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'mqﬁt\six miles north&est,of that 1ittle place. T
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His bank was the Stock Exchange Bank. He was
st111 running the benk when Helen was born in 1893,

After he quit. the bank he went to a farm neer Pied

moved to this place’when Helen wéstqugf years old.

end lir. Eichhoff lived on this farm until about eight

he was a clerk in the offige of the Southern Hotel

in El Reno. \ . .

e

” PR

Before they left Nebraska he had filed jon a
homestead and proved up on it, which made Hiinin-

eligible for filing on another ‘claim so he had to

buy his claim in Oklahoma, Ie had two claims of a

' hundred end sixty acres but one of his ¢dlaims was

-

i

school land, ' >
Thé farm had\; two-story fra&e house with two

rooms dowm-stairs and two rooms up-stairs, a 1érge

frame barn, chicken house, and good-tasting wsll

ypater. This water was cold becau7Z it was from a
desp well, i . ) /
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Their fuel supply was-woo8:and coal, The .Eichhoff
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femily treded with the Mulvey iercantile Cohpany at ' -

Piedmont. Théy also traded at a little countfy store

and ‘post office cglled Mathewson which wgs located about

-

a miig/from their farm. A man by the name of Otto Wray

used to run the post office at Mathewson.

J . Soon after»Pieﬂmont was built Mathewson passed out
of existence. There was a cemetery near \athewson call-
ea the Ma%heﬁson Cemetery which-is stil}l in existence
and in use, It is & nice one, well oared: for, irs.
I1ittle had an unple‘nameq'Gﬁ; Thelen who uséd to run

an Indian;atoée at Toncho in the ea;iy days when fﬁea
country wes first opeﬁed. . \ ‘

4 \

leon Fiohhofr attended the Racine School which

-t

ip located nineé miles north and six miles east of £l
RenoQ',She:waa eight years old when she started to

'achqol and she received all of her education at this

4

school except dne year whon.she‘attended a school.

e

.-term in Davig City;}Nobggska.; <o,



>

. LITTLE, HELEN EICHHOFF, INTERVIEW. - #8203,
,I- - ’ \ » - » . l
~ " . > "_

PR -4

¢

The - sohool building at Tacins was just d frame )

building wtid ch 13 'st11l there and'in use.

She and L, rrisco ‘Jo Little were marri;d Deoem-
ber 18 1912., They.have one child, a daughter twenty-
two yeara old, who clerks in tha Behne's*Jewelry store

hers in El aeno.
‘,/ * .
‘bor recreatxon the early day settler had parties,

4

danoea, literaries, Sunday Schaol and Church but it
. was usually at play partieS'where they sang_and danced
Instead of havlng mu&io to dance by they would make
théir muslc by ainging.- Tho names of same of the‘soqgs

that tﬁey danced by were “Needle's Eye", "Pig in the

i

Parler", "0l1d Dan Tucker"' They also played "Go In

.,4

ot

-aa4—0u$—¢ho~ﬂin and "DrOp the Handkerchief"

—

‘\\

Another sohg which mrs, Litule remembers went lfke thiss
"Oh! Ont " The ladies O

The jolly jolly ladies’' Oh!

I'd,give this world and
.S \ .
~ All.1 know ‘
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To get %o swing'_
' The ladies Oh!

lrs. Li¥5fe clarked in C. 0. Shaw's Grocery Store,
the R. D. Thompson Store, #aldo's Apple House, Waldo's
G&oceﬁy, the Na;le Markeﬁ and Allison's Grocery Store.

She came in contact with the.Indians through her
work as clerk at these various stéres. She states that
Waldo's Grogery Store had a large Indian trade, and
~ she liked to wait on the Indians who had many peculiar \\‘
ways. ‘Whan they are paying cash;no matter hﬁw many
things they are going to buy, they will buy and pay . . .
eash for each separate article, even though it costs
only 5¢ or 10¢. X |

o

The Indians liked "hardtack", a very hard cracker,
and the stéres kept a large supply of these crackers on
hand‘eapeciallé for the Indian trades The Indians ate
lots of meat and thqy~usually order;d rib roast or round

steak, seldom 6rdingry roasts,

Mras, Little says that if ydu treated Indians honestly

they made good friends; they never forgot you and would
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always speak to you and treat you in a kindly,

£ri4ndly manner.
N

[N [y

+ " Among her Indian friends are ..rs. Bagle Nest,

Nellie B3irns of Soncho, whe she states is a good-

cusfdmer, J&hn Sleeper, and the Kingsleys‘of Concho,

..,otherSaare%goql;ng Dog, and kad Woman. -
Ogce a moﬁth lés. L£ttle would file the Ié@ian

orders ;ﬁqythey would often have £400,00 or $500,00

worth of bpsiness.

]

Mrs. flttle'attended a funeral a* the home of

“\ i

the Eagle Kes® féhdly._ » son about twelve years o0ld

had died., Wwhen shé}ar;rv;d at the Indian hoge, the -
house was practicaliy baré, except for tke coffin
setting on & coupib df &Aéiés. Theélhad given every-
thing awéj;fufgiture, bedding, dishes, everything.
;They.considered if bad luck to keep things after a
death. | ’
Mrs. Little said that the Eagle Neif nhome had

been nicely furnished. The custom 18,‘¥hough, that
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about a year later these people to whom the gifts

<

o

were made were required to make & return gify of”
something. The ﬁother and sister of the boy even

cut their hair off, Probably it was another method

of showing their grief.

The dead boy ;as buried at Concho and before ,
themservices were ended at the graveyard, the white =
people were agked to leave as there were some last |
rites the Indians wished to perform without the
presence of the "pale;face" spectators. The Indians
seemed glad to have their white friends there and
treated them very courteousl&.

The house w%gre Mrs. Lit£le was born {s still
in use just as it was !h;n she was born, and 1is

located'at 819 Sou&h McComb Street,

\
N



