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PICAMAR, JOEM. - INTERVIEW.

-

Interview with John Picamen of
_ Claremore, Oklshoma given to Mary
.+ J. Stockton, Indian research Worker.

John Picaman who lives on the family Cherokee allotment
eight miles east of Clar.noro,,haa seen tﬁe country develop
fran a wild and woolly (rontier~rogian into a prnapgrqua~
farming oommunity. 'Has seen the passing of the long-horn
cow, the wild outlaw and the o vered wegon.

He is a native of the good o0ld state of Kentuoky but
has lived in what is now Eastern Oklahoma for about half a
century. DBeing a widower and ;p fhe market for a wife, he
declines to give his correot age--saying that he has not had
a birthday since the close of the World War--being the o¢-
cesion of his son, Clarence's r;turn from the land of strife,
but admits that he can remember the surrender of General Rob-
srt E. Lee at Appomattox, which event closed the Great Civil.
War, (between the States) commonly referred as the Southern
Rebellion.

Leaving his native state (Kentucky), when arrived at

manhood's estate, he cpent a few months in the great northwest,

"Took up land"” in Kansss, was driven ou{ by grasshoppers aad
"moseycd down" into the .and of the Cherokees in searsch for

edventures, dbut found instéad a lady who captured his heart.
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She was kiﬁl Susanna M. Payne, daughter of a white man who
had intermarried into the Cherokees and lived for many years
nesr ths prasent town of Vinita. Here If. Picaman and Miss
Payne were married in the year of 1885. They lived for a
while on &« farm near Adair in what is now Mayes County, but
they later moved to Coowesacoowee District of the Cherokee
Nation, out of which Rogers Gouity was formed,

Mrs. Pisaman died about twenty years ago but M{%*P;gao
man hes lived on tﬁe old homestead ever since. Athough ‘
practically retired at this time, he has long been an ex-
thusiest over fruit and berry culture and once had a fine
orchard snd vineyard on.his farm. Many of his trees and
vines were killed by grouth but he contemplates planting
more and hopes, in due time, to bujild & modern canninghplant‘
on his home acres.

The Picaman home is uniqué, being aemi-modern, and ,

v

~

all the equipment was built by Mr. Picemsn's own heands. The
house stands upon & plateau, table-lsnd or mesa--gentle
slopes in every direction leading to the ad joining fields and
meadows. In & room also contains a bath tub while pipe

carry waste water to the lower lends and imlly into Panther

Creek, which flows placidly by un its course to the Verdigris

River and finally into the Gulf of Mexico. On the ‘walls of
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- the living room hamgs a large diploma which was awarded

to Mr. Ploamsn for the excellent fruit he had on exhidbit
at the World's PFair at St. Louis, Mo., in 189g2.

The home is presided over by his daughter, Dewey,
(nemed in honor of the hero of Manilla), the wife of
Hempton E. Wooldrige, a rural school teacher for the past
fifteen years. Mr. & Mre. Wooldrige have three children:
Juanita, now the wife of Arthur Freeze, of Inola, Okla./
Cieil and Robert, high school boys, grandsons of whom Mréi
Pioamsn is very proud.

His son Clarence, sho served in the World War died
at Claremore in 1984. Another son, Bill, lives gt Pawhusks,
Okla. Tié daughters live in the far West, while the baby
of the family is the wife of Johg Luther Marlin of Selins,

Oklahaoma.



