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Interview with John'Pendergrass
* ' "N Frederick, Oklahoma.

President Theodore Roosevelt arrived in Frederick

ia. April, 1905 . T h e r e i«re between five thousand and

•'Six thousand people in towi to hear him. Parties, cane

from Lawton, Altus, Robart, and Texas, and for miles

around farmers- left thsir fields to come to Frederick

to get a glimpse of their chief executive.

There were about twenty deputies employed to keep

order-. This1 they had little difficulty in doing.

About one hundred soldiers who had worn either

blue or gray marched side by side to do honor $o the.

President. ., -<

S?r. Booseve,lt^i.train consisted of five handsomely. _

equipped ccM§tc^i^: I romember the President was dressed
r * — *-

. . • . = £ _ • «

He was aiet by a reception committee,
^ - v i.'-v ̂ -:" • -.

&B" rode beaido i«br. Kelly > who was mayor at that tims

_They vrdre" driven to the grand st..nd,

I can remember .one thing he said in his-speech, aid

I , tho /•**"" /—-—
that was "Give/Red man same chance *& white1*. Mr. Roosevelt
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said he heard we had plenty of jack rabbits and, coyotes

here, so at the close of his speech he entered Burnett fs

carriage and was driven to the camp eighteen miles south-

east of Frederick at Deep Rad. I t was about'dark w|en

they reached the camp. Tbe next morning, Sunday, the

President was up e^rly. He and a l l the hunting dogs

couldn*t wait un t i l Ivionday to begin the hunt.

The President was in the lead from"the s t a r t . The

veteran troopers -lnd1,cowboys from Fort s i l l were dston-

iehed. ,The f i r s t morning they caught three coyotes. Once

the President spied some water in a buffalo wallow and he

spurred up lus horse and beat the dogs to the'spoi; and

lapped up the water us we old" cowboys w .\iid do. He ran

over a six-foot r a t t l e r ..which sprang a t him several times.

While on th i s t r ip he took a l iking to John R

"ha they, the" famous • - wolf - hunter- -at-tka^fe- -ta

hunt lasted four days*
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We'^hought perhaps when he returned he

speak from the grand stand, and we were a i l there

seated, but the President and his party rode on by.

He sent a message back, however, that he would speak

from the train, platform. He was dressed just l ike

cay private c i t izen would be for a hunting t r i p .


