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Field Torker's name Louise S. Bernes _
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1. Neme ___M-l;s-:ﬁda Pemberton . : _
2. Post Office Addrsss Xingfisher, Uklaloma .
3. Reeidence addreszs (or loc.atif)z:)
4,  DATZ ?é SIAT Lain o Day o Tear 1874 ~
‘5. Place ~7 biril  drown _ggggfyi Kansas ‘ -
_ Early dey school teacher. = _
6. 'ame »f Father _______________;” Place of birte,,
OtLer infsma’ i°n =ho t fallsr _ o
7. Yame 2f *ther Marg—_a_lle_t__Lilly ___ Place ~f birtn j

Otiher informati~n about rmother ’ -

I"otes or complete narrative ty the field worker dealin: with the
life and story of the person interviewed.  Refer - 1. aLual for

sugezested subjects aud guesations. sontinue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach - firmly o %his form. Number af sheets

attached - . ’ , ’
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_ Louise S, Barnes,

Inxestigeton, . ' .

Octoher 27, 1937. .

Interview with Mrs., Zeda Pemberton
Kingfisher, Oklahoma °
Y 9, . ’
Zeda Pemberton wes born in srown Eounty, Kensas,

' 4. ’
{n 18 2

She moved to vklehome with her mother, Margaret

Lilly, October 1, 1890.

L]
v

There were seven in the family. They came on
the train bringing their furniture with them in the
ear. When they first arrived on the trein they mede
their home; in the‘hotel in Kingfisher, which wes
usual for most of the eariy settlers to ﬁévwhen they
arrived. )

They tried to rent & house. There were plenty

. &
of houses to be rented but ﬁhey were only of one room

and were very roughly built:x lhey had to rent three
of ghese smell houses in order tS heve room for their
beds and furniture they hed brought from Kenmsas.

vhen it rained the furnifure had to te move
around to the places where the roof would nat lesak.

Mrs, Pembertonts sister end brother built homes

on garms and her mother built & three room home in
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Kingfisher. This \house looked like a manéion at
that time.

The first schoolis were held in private homes,
-basemgntg ot chufches, or anywheré‘they could finq
foom. 1t was on Februsry 2,1891, that they startec
théir first school{ which lested three end one-half
months. There were seveh teéchers, five in South
Kingfisher snd two in Nortthingfiqher: They used
wbaien benches and any kind of paper, bocks and
supplies.

- fhe first school Mrs. Pemberton taught was in
an old\store building in Narjp Kingfisher. Thers
were 317ty-six pupils, all races and all sub jects.

The teachers were ell examined befar e they
coulé teach. These examimations were held in the
.old court hdﬁse, tﬁe Centra% Hotel nd%, by §he .
County Superintendent, J. HfaParker.

The first s;hool house huilt in Na th King-
fisher was ; two room building, boxdd up. South
Kingfisher held school in the basement of the

~

churches for some time. ‘
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The school boards were'appoghted by the County . -

Superintendent. 'lhe Cou;ty Normal teachers, &s they

wore called, attended & two to six weeks training

acﬁool after bachagerm of teaching, this comtinued

for severel years.e'Mrs.'Pemberton haé the picture

of the first schooi house built in North Kingfisher.
The social life of sll the communities was

centered around the church and 'schoél life.” Mrs.” — —~ ~

Pemberton says they had. wonderful "LitererieX and

some. real entertainments. She taught school eigﬁt

years, four in the country school. 8h¢ says she has

' seen so meny people &t these "Literarigf§ on Literary

'night that she thought the walls of the building

be
would/pushed out.



