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Virgil Coursey
Field Worker
July 27, 1937

interview with George D. Pendleton
704 East Commerce
Altus, Oklahoma

I came to Texas from Virginia in 1869, As a

young man I worked with my brother in a drug store

at Vernon and was a member of the b ?ard of pharmacists.

In 1892 I established a business two doors south

of icy present location in Altus. After about a. year

here I went to Chillicothc, Texas, and ran a drug

store there, finally returning to Vernon. I married

in 1893.

In 1900 some of my friends induced me to return

to Altus, even offering to build me a nouse and a store

for my business if I would cor^e. I located on the north

side of the souere in a typical, frontier frame building,

with a board walk in frjnt. I carried a nice line of

drugs and had a small soda fount&in. Dr. K» G. Spears

had his office in my atore as also di d ' r. E. E. •

Russell, who sold jewelry.

IT, Russell built the*first sione store in Altus

in 1903. The stone was hauled from Tur'-cey Creek. I.
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Bsoved i n t o t h i s bu i ld ing i n 1905 and have remained

ever s i n c e . Mr. RuBsell a l so conducted h i s business

i n t h i s s t o r e u n t i l he was forced tn ffiove_t£x_iarger

q u a r t e r s . He was a f ine man - & pr ince of a fe l low.

In the early* days medicines, were mostly com-
i

pounds, consisting mostly of patent medicines<> *;e'

also carried a good supoly of poisons for killing

out prairie dogs.

I have been an active worker in the Baptist

Church. Our church here1 s t i l l remains in the original

location. The "frame builcfifcf •was--tflce. easilarge^ and

finally torn down and rebuilt witti bridk

. ^LodgesL furnished the chief^means^f^ social contact

in the early days. Members attended the meetings

regularly and looked forward to "lodge sight".


