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I vae born Novémber. 23, 1856, in Harris Gowaty, Georgia.
Ky father owned a lalre ?1antaﬁon and nearly four hundred
slaves, when tha slaves were freed in Georgia.
In 1878, I came with my husband to Dallas, Texas, coming
" by reil, We lived in Tezas until 1888, On September 10, 1888,°
" we pulled out of Dallas; our wagm }oa&eq with beddin;, furniture,
c::oking utensils, in fact everythi:gtwe ccmld rile in and 16qve
roon for my husband, four children end myself, re were bound
for Oklahoma, the 1am} of opportunity. We travelied uphill,
ao;n cenyon, crossed rivers wi thout bri dges, and then the vide
open prairies with the cattle roaming over thems e came by
- ‘what’ is now Lone Grrove. nfter we had traveled soms thres or
four miles from Lone Grove, I think it was northwsest, we came
to'a large grove of trees and 88 it was getting late, my huse
band sugpested we camp in this grove of trees, as soveral
oﬁer wagona were already eem}ped therss We pulled into the
grove, unhitched our horses, cocked our eyening meal end that

gvening we campers gathersd together to telk and viait. One
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men toid us about a mob of white people hanging a,ﬁégro

vho had committed rape oz a young zirl wrkose family was
camped in this grove some six ‘weeks previ&us to this, and
he showed us the limb where they hud bhung the nerro, and it
happened th't we had cem:ed under this very tree. ..s our
wggon wes so crowded and piled up, eéch unight +o -lways

made our beds on the grouad.: Tais alght siter our beds were
made, I couldn't go to sleep; I kept thimking apout what
the,maﬁ had told us abouat the)negro and each tims I'opened

my 8yss I could see this negro. We all spené a very rsstiess

~

~

night, and rere up eurly and glad $0 b8 on our way Qnce more. ~
We came to Arﬁmore, in Carter County, then moved out

trenty-seven miles southeast of ardmore on & famm,where my

husband wont to sork for twenty dollars .er month) then &

sad accident haprened. My husband almost wen® blind; the

doctor said it was caused from the dye in his hat. Frrevious

to this he hed been caught in several rains the hat getting

* wat ceusing the dye poison to get in ris eyes; therefors, I

had to halp the children make a livinz. MKr. Smith was kind
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enouga te let us live on this place, and built us a little
rough 1og house, tWelve by fourtesn feet, the children and
I xcutting the ﬁmber, then taking s long rope andﬁ dragging
the logs to \‘tho_ spot close by on which to bufild alittle hut.
e built an open fire-plzce out of native rock et one
. end of the room; at the other end stood ‘two beds. and in the
fniddle a table and three 6ha;rs and on ths log watlla hung
a'rlflo.-a shot gun, saddle, coats, punts and children's
clothes and from, the rgfters hung dried strings of onibns.
peppers and two sides of home cured me=t. This was what we
had to start with in .a new, undeveloped country. The
ordinary diét year in, yesr mﬂ;—;%ﬁe settlers was corne-
bread, mush, rice,‘ home cured meet, beans snd wild fruit
i1f you were lucky snough to find any. ¥ found plenty of
sadd plums, As I scarcely Niad amy fruit jars to cen with,,I
took en 014 tin pan, punched holes in it, meking a oo&nde; = #
Then I~ pt;t these cooked plums through t*is %o rem~ve the seed, \
I then toock this plum butter, put ab}:):zt @ ocup of sugar in it,
then spread it on boerds to dl"'y in the s;m. In a few days ‘
- this hardened and we would cut it in strips, pui it in a

£lour sack end heng it on a rafter for winter use. My

children would call it vandy and they really enjoyed 13

ks 2
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as much a&s the child‘irgn of todsy enjoy cendy. ky closest
;eighhor woman was two miles distent. Jhe had two s 11 -
chiidren andshe didn't know how to‘make hoze 1.ede laghd

b;e;d s0 aboul twice a week early in the m rrning I could

look down across the praixzie and see her coming, horse‘!back >
L tﬁ.; one child rid;ﬁg bekicd ner, 4he ovher.i front of -

her, a tag of fiour vied on the saidle horn. dl‘xe would stay

all day, helping me with my work and I showing ner how to

mare her bresd. This day she nai come up early to help. -

me with smme sewing, We had both x;zorkedphard all day Dand

she wag [siting reé‘dy to go home, wher all of a su'iydgzgz— i =
~auelled smoke aua rushing cut of ths house to s8e #h.t was

on fire, 'I saw &8 prairie firs coming toward our houss and

corn 1isld nd it being lste in th? fall I knew the cora

would burn.~ I quickly gsrabbed an old quilt tore.it half

in %wo, dashed the pieces into a tub of water, called for

Clara to come et ox; the horse, and we were off to fight

s prairie fire;, we fought 1;h’15 fire to save our corn field

a3d our housc. The smoke would almost streongle us, but

we fought like mcd men, At times 1% looked us if we would

-

W&
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lose, then I would think about our little child}en we had
‘&eft crying. av vhe top cf their liitie voice;, soured %0 |
deéth.\ The rows of fqyrowé thet we had ploughed arcund

our field was esll that saved us. after the fi?e‘hua aizd
duwn, .ve looked et ;acn other, Bath jus% ¥ Bl&uk as could
be, our hair hed come down shd our dresses wera almost

torn cff of us. v

Fegople from every directicn wers pouring into this

country, greduslly each year, ‘$hey cums from every direc.
tlon, in “ugglses, wegon§ on horseb ck. reople were very ‘
kind, and alway; willigg to lend . halping hand to one in
need. My husband being aslmost blind, gécple woulc come

in a1d help us élant our ¢rop %nd if we needed wiuter wood\
béﬁ, avery -he in the naighbarhoéa came bringing axes .nd

gaws =nd whén the sun was going down we would find & large
pile of wood, cut and heuled into the yard.

" The houses snd {m,roveme.tr kers beginning to bé of better
structure by this time. There vére soue hoﬁaes #ith tuwo to
four rooms, divided iz tho niddle by an opmn hall-way,axtend-
ing the whole width of {ths building. The walls -ere rarely

plestered being only chinked with mud, a.d the r fters form-

ed the ceiling. Many nice comfortable sod houses wers built,
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tﬁe walls were usually one foot in thiéknass and the roof
shingled;doﬁrs‘and windows were set into the walls.

shen my younze.d child wes aboud aiéhfeen mocths olid,
every night.for sbout & week,shp hed frettec. our beds
s&% up.ggainst the wall re r a window, I thougﬁt she
wanted 16 tu get uy ind Tock hor',-t/%%é' 1 Tefusad to do, I
didn't ii*tf *he lamp the rirst few aights but €ach n.ght .
she cried l.uder ;nd longser audféhis night 1 did every
thing 1 krmew to siop her end finally got up, 1lit the }amp,
£ook it over to tas bed, drer down the bed cower; t cre
‘leia a big éQake coiled snagly under the an‘of this chilg.
1 certuinly seizéd tic § ¢hild oat of tas veg, Of ;aur§e

o

that Irei htensd tle sueke; it slowl; craslsd int: a hole

~
~

under t-3 windon frase ang 1 jugt stuod’there «ith tvhe lamy
in ou® hand aad the baby in the cther. It tuck us sbout a
wonth to get & chanca to xill ithis. s.aie, und ! ean say

I didn's 1o o 40.d nights Tost ustil we kiiisd that
suake. (ne dayﬁas i sat quietly sewing, the ~hildren

were sll in the yrrd playinz, I saw this anake coming from
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the same hole under the window. This time he went under

the bed on the springs whére-it was cool, I quickly

A= e

slippéd up, got a sorn cob piaced i in the hol;, %n;n
eslled faxthe childrer to come and f.elp me Killvit- TwQ
of the b.y8 came rushinﬂpn with sticks} we rinaiiy found
the snake aﬁd ki;led it. +hen we had finished the‘housg i
looxed as if we had had a hettle and #e ¥eally had.

“ As my h&éband was becoming dissoufaged with this
country and we %era having such a stru§§le,t9 make & live
ing, we decided %o lezve and o to El Reno-.in time for
the opening,kprn pr, 1889, )

Agein,on April 15, 1889, we made ready to étart on a

jourﬁéy to seek a home, This time we loaded two wagons
with everything we owned,from bedding to fam implemgnts.
¥e came up hill; dow; eanyons, crossed rivers and créaks
and over the old cattle country. .e ceme to Psuls Valley .
and hé:e my hasband Qéc;me very 111, we stayed in rsuls
Valley two monthe; we arrived in £l Reno about June 10, 1889,

[

%e were too late for the opening in 1888, We rehteé a claim

six miles egst and two morth of il Remo, with & little frame

A
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This little hut had two windows, one in the south, the
other iﬁ tke west, the door was in the east side. In

suwmer we built a brush arbor, We plsced our beds :ndér

this and it made a very comforteble place to slzep ia
summer, ...e broke out pafches of sod, but-it was sollate
in summer we couldn't plant anything except some June
cornigﬁd a fail garden. The second yeer, we did becter,
Wo had our own corn and cottdh seed that .e had brought
with us. That sumer I saw my ows field of cgtion bug
end blossom and bufst into fluf.,'y white cotton. My ,
children ail worked- hard, coming home from sch-ol to help
pick ecotton or to help set u; woéd,”ﬁu% thﬁyuséemed to’

~

. 4 ', —~
enjoy it, and were always glad when school w s out, sy ~ -

they could be of more help. ' -

In later years, I wAad & daughter who lived up near
oD . . '
Binger, A number of Indiens lived in this same neighborhood,

One time while I was up there visiting en old Indien died,
, ( , .
and all during the night we could néar tom-toms beating
end some of the most pitful crying and yelling. HNemt

. y -

. morning they buried this Indien erd that evening we went
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to the grdve-yard ju;t to-seo this Indian grave, On this

grave they had placadséverything this Indiaan pcssésseé,‘

even to his suddle.While we wore in this orave yard a

lot of theée Indi: ns cume back, get rire tc:thess things

and buraed them, lezving them on the yve durinc the ftice -

they zere burping. This w\s'a ﬂheie.ne Indinn w0 gied.
Arnother tuing I have witnesscd among the 'India:us is

the corn dance. I-cculdn't gay waich taibs, tnS Cheyeane

.or4ﬁiapahé, but these Indiens all [atherad toéether,during'

the summer when the corn is inp the reestlng ears, and they

would put on big tubs of inis eofn to c;ok, As they dzaced

-

around these tubs of corn, they would feke iie coru ouf, and

-

, eét it, all the time aancing,‘?he young breves and y.ung

qgidens joined the elders, =z this -r¢en corg dauce giit

.~ -

5 -

into full sway. -

& reared our family in Censdian County; we feced ceny

-

iipg, but . dreamed as we workedy Thers was nu h ae

e

avay a\fe¥v years =go.

Although it wss a strugglé to‘kGCP ny little faéily t0~

gether, T\today feel proud that I am & pioncer of Jklshoma, ’
°
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