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PEAECS, ASHIE HOTCHINSOH INTERVIEW '

In te rv iew wi th Mrs* Aaxxie Hutchinson F e a r e r
SX Reno* Oklahoma

* * * * * * * * * * * c *******$**4t******J|eii»*J**.****:5tj$:#* * * * * * * * * * - * * * **/># >

X was bora Nor&nber. S3, 1953, In Harris Comity, Georgia,

father owned a la*>"e plantaticm and nearly four hundred

slares, when tha slaves were freed in Georgia,

la 1878, I came with w husband to Dallas, Texas, coining

by rail,. We Hied la Iteieaa until 1888. On September 10 t 1888,'

we pulled out of Dallas; our wagon loaded with bedding, furniture,

cooking utensils , in fact everything we could pile in end leave

room for my husband, four children and myself* ne were bound

for Oklahoma, the land of opportunity, fte traveled uphill,

down canyon, crossed rivers without bridges, and then the vide
j-

open prairies with the cat t le roaming over them» He came by
t

what i s how Lone Grove* After we had t rave led soma th ree or

four mi les from Lone Grove, I think i t was northwest, we came

to a large grove -of t r ees and as i t was ge t t ing l a t e , my hue*

band suggested we eansp i n t h i s grove of t r ee s* a s several

other wagons vrere a l ready camped there* we pulled in to the

grove, unhitched our horses , cooked our evening meal aid tha t

evening we campers gathered together to ta lk and vi3it* One
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man told us about a mob of white people hanging a. negro

who had committed rape on a young g i r l whose family was

camped in t h i s grove some six 'v?«oks previous to t h i s , and

he showed us the limb whei'e they hud hung the ae-;ro, and i t

happened th' t we had caa;ad under this very t r e e . . ts our

wagon was so crowded and piled up, e6ch night te -JLways

made our beds on the ground. This flight e:"ter our beds were

made, I couldn*t go to sleep', I kept thinking about what

the /aan had told us aboat the negro and each t-iiao I opened

my eyas I could see t h i s negro. T̂ e a l l spent a very r e s t l e s s

night, and #ere up e.urly and glad to be tfn our way Qnce nore«

We caae to Ardmore, in Carter County, then moved out

tventy-seven miles southeast of Ardmore on. & faiin^where my

husband wont to ,(iork for twenty dollars :_er month; then a

sad accident happened. Lay husband almost went blind: the

doctor said i t was caused from the dye in his hat . Previous

to th i s he had been caught in several rains the h?:t gett ing
9

mt causing the dye poison to get in his eyes; therefore, I

had to help the children make a living, $r. Smith was kind
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enough tfe l e t us 11T« on this place, and built as a l i t t l e

rough log, house, twelve by fourteen feet , the children and

I cutting tbe timber, then taking a long rope and dragging

the logs to "toe spot dose by on which to build alijttle hut*

3fe built an open fire-place out of nativ® roekT at one
a

end of the room; at the other end stood two bede and in the

middle a table and three chairs and on the log walls hung

a r i f l e , a shot gun, saddle,, coats, pants and children's

clothes and fromftthe rafters hung dried strings of onions,

peppers and two sides of home cured meat. This was. what we

had to start with in .a new, undeveloped country. The
of

ordinary diet year in, year out/the sett lers was corn- v

bread, mush, rice,* home cured meet, beans and wild fruit

i f you were lucky enougĥ  to find any. We found plenty of

aaad plums. As I scarcely h*ad any fruit jars to c?n ni th , v I

took an old t in pan, punched holes in i t , making a ooMnde^ **

Then Is put these cooked plums through t v i s to rem-̂ ve the seed.

I then took this plum butter, put about a cup of sugar in i t ,

then spread i t on boards to dry in the sun. In a few days

th^s hardened and we would cut i t in strips, put i t in a

flour sack and hang i t on a rafter for winter use* My~"

children would cal l i t candy and they really enjoyed i t
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as much as the children of todsy onjoy candy, ky closest

neighbor wojnan was two wile a d is tan t . Jhe had two an1 11
-* » «.

children an^she didnH know how to make hô jo i.e-ie l i g h t

bread so about twice a week early in the m rr.iug I could

look do'.m across the pra i r ie and see her coming horseback ^

wltii ona child ridiiie behind aer? -th^ other, i frorrt of -

her, a b#g of flour t ied on the saddle horn. 3he would stay

al l day, helping me with my work and I showing ner how to

aatie h.er bread. This day aha had come up early to help. -

me with scsne sewi23g# we had both worked hard a l l day and

she jBtaa cutting ready to go home, when a l l of 'a su1de;qu,£- •-- '--* ~"

>an9lled sznoke and rushing cut of the house to sea **h^t'was

on f i r e , I saw a pra i r ie f i re coxaing toward :>ur hous-3 arid

corn f ie ld nd i t beiiig l a t e in the f a l l I knew the corn

would burn," I quickly grabbed an old quil t t o r e . i t half

in two, dashed the pieces into a tub of wciter, called for

Clara to com© get on the horse, and we were off to fight

a prai r ie f i r e ; we fought th i s f i re to save our corn f ie ld

a-id our houao. The smoke would almost strt-nglp us , but

we fough.i l ike rard w&n, At times i t looked as if we would
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lose , then I would think about our l i t t l e chi ldren we had

l e f t crying. ax» the top cf t h e i r l i t t l e vo ices , seared to

death. The rows of furrows thet- \.e had ploughed around

our f i e l d was e l l t ha t saved u s . a f t e r the f i re -hao uicsd

&own,.v?8 looked, et each o ther , to.th j u s t ••& black a? could

be, our h a i r had coiae down t̂ nd our dresses wero almost

torn cff of u s .

People f roof every d i r ec t i on .iere pouring in to t h i s

country, gradual ly each year# fhey caaa from every d i r e c -

t ion, in buggies, wagoa^ on horo^b ck. ir^ople were very

kind, and always wi l l ing to lend , ha lp ing hand to ,ono i n

need* My husband b e i i ^ almost b l i nd } ireople wjulc come

in a.id help us p lant our crop aad i f v.e needed winter wood

cut , every "ne in the neir^hborhooa crane br inging axes -nd

sav?s hnd when tha sun «&s ^oing down v?e would f ind a la rge

p i le of wood, cut and hauled into the yard*

' The houses aad Unrrove:nelltr vftere beginning to be of b e t t e r

s t ruc tu re by t h i s t i a e . There were SOXB houses with t«o to

four rooms, divided i£ tho raiddle by an opan hall*v?ay^3xtend-

ing the vhole width of the b u i l d i n g . The ;>ails ,-ere r a r e l y

plas tered being only chinked with mud, aud .the r f t e r s form-

ed the c e i l i n g . Many nice comfortable sod houses weru b u i l t ,
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the walls were usually on© foot in thickness and the roof

Shingled;doors and windows were set into the walls.

«»h8n my younga.'t child was alout eighteen months old,

every night Tor about ^ week, she had i'rettfco. Our bods

set up,against the wall ne. r a window, I thought she
_bat ._

wanted iao to got u^ and rock hor, / this" 1 ^refused -to do^ I

didn't li^t-t t^x~. lamp the f i r s t fe?* aights but veadi n.ght

she cried louder in.& loE^er aud th i s night 1 did every
t

thing 1 knew to stop her tad f inal ly got up, l i t the lamp,

took i t over to tiis* bed, dre." down the bed cc^rer; t .ere

laid a big snake coiled snagly under the araiuf th is chi ld,

i certainly saiued tii< t child out of tne os&t Gf course

that frei,-,hten9d tl.e snake; i t slowly cradled inta a hole

under t .3 -iadov, frsiie ana X juot stuod there »".ith the lamp

in oue hand aad the baby in the c t^er . I t took us about a

month to get a cbaLca to k i l l this-8i.al:o, and S aan aay

I didn' t ..M6 a t:,o.d niehts r - s t unt i l -m k i l led tnat

snake. Oua day as I sat quietXy sewing, the children

wero a l l in the yerd playing, I saw th is anak© coming from
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same hole under the window. This time he ?<ent under

bed on the springs where it was cool, I quickly

slipped up, got a corn cob placed it in the hole, then \

called to. the children to come and i.alp me Kill it. Two.

of the b.yp came rushin^jLn with sticks*' we rinaily found

the snake and killed it. i<hen we had finished the house

looked as if we had "had a battle a'nd «a really had.

As my husband was becoming discouraged with this

country and we were having such a strug^e, to make a liv-

ing, we decided to leave and go to SI Reno-in time for

the opening, April 2k, 1889.

.Again,on April 15, 1889, 'we made ready to start on a

journey to seek a home. This time v»e loaded two wagons

with everything we owned^froia bedding to faaaa implen^nts.

fle Came up hill, down canyons, crashed rivers and Creaks

and oyer the old cattle country* ><e came to Pauls Valley

and here my husband became very ill' we stayed in rauls

Valley tvwo months; we arrived in £L Reno about June 10, 1889#

We were too late for the opening in 1880, 'Ve reiitea a claim

six miles east and two north of 41 Reno, with a little frame
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shack twelve by fourteen feet en'd I tgain s tar ted a hozneA/

This l i t t l e hut had two windows, one in the south, the

other in tfce westj the dopr was in the east s ide. In

summer we buil t a brush arbor, $e placed owe =i)?de uncle r

this and i t made a very comfortable place to sloep in

summer, .-e broke outT patches of sod,, bu t - i t v?as so la te

in sunaner we couldnH plant anything except some June

corn and a f a l l garden. ISie second, "year, we did becter,

/̂e had our own cora and cotton seed that *e had brought

with us« That su-^ner I s w my owr» field of cotton bud

and blossom and burst into fluf/y s?hite cotton. My

children a l l worked-hatd; coding home from s c h o l to help

pick cotton or to help ,/et up wood,"Wfc th#y seemed to ' •

enjoy i i , and were always glad «hen school w s out, s.)"" - ',.

they could be of more help .

In l a te r years, I had a daughter who lived up near
;> •

Binger# ^ number of Indians lived in th is same neighborhood,

One time #hil6 I was up there v is i t ing an old Indian died,

and a l l during the night we could hear tom-toms beating

and soaie of the most pi tful crying and yel l ing . Kegt
v *

. morning, they buried th i s Indian end ihat evening we wei/t
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to the griVo-yard jU3t to-feee t h i s Indian grsve« On t h i s

grave they had placed every th ing this- Indian p c - s i s s ? ! ,

even to h i s sbdfile.Vfoile we wore in t h i s Z.V>I\'>J yard a

lo t of these Indians eume back, net r i r e t t theaa thi:jgo

and burned them, lej>ving them on the . ^ v o durinr the tirae

they sere burning. This w. s n Qheye. ne Indian who died .

Aaother t ldng I have witnessed among tha ladifciis i s

the corn dance. I couldn f t say which l a i b e , tiie Gheye*-me

or Arapaho, but these Indians a l l father-ad together ,d-aricg

the summer when the corn i s i n the roas t ing earo , aud they

would put on b ig tubs or t n i s corn to cook, As they da&ced

\ around these tubs of cc>rn, they would thke the corii out , and

Aeat i t , a l l the time dancing* zh.3 young bravos and

aaidens joined the elder3» as t h i s t:r»:-en eorfi dance c.c

i\to f u l l sway. v

»Ve reared our family i n Canadian County; we feced &i

hardBuipS! but ft* dreamed as ^e workedt Thsre v<as no h-*jjo

but wl|at* had saoe hear tache o r d i s t r e s s , My husband passed

^few years .̂go» .

Altnbugh i t ws-s a s t ruggle to keep my l i t t l e

\
gether , ^ t o d a y f e e l proud tha t I ata a pioneer of Oklahoma*


