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My father,. J . W. Peery, wag bora in 1839, in S u l l i -

van County, Missouri . ' He operated a sawmill, gr i s tmi l l

and threshing machine.

My mother, Ilancy Efemper was born in 1841, in Linneus,

linn County, Missouri. There were nine children in our

• family. I was bor̂ n in Linneus, Linn County, Missouri,

February 21,

There was .need for a sawmill near Coyle, in the Iowa

Indian Reservation, so I decided to put' in one- there . I

bought a/new sawmill and had i t shipped to Orlando and

hauled/it over to Coyle in March, 1891. I went up and

dow/the Cimarron River looking, for a good location^and

weded from one side of the r iver to the other. The r iver

-A ' * -
>/"Was rather shallow et this place,

I finaT-ly decided on.a location and set the sawmill.

• I sawed lumber and logs for the s e t t l e r s on the shares

and sold the lumber for one dollar to one dollar twenty-
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five cent8 per. one hundred square feet.

One day a negro brought in 'some hiokory logs to

be aawed and another man brought in some walnut logs.

The negro decided the walnut logs would be more desir- -

able than his hickory, so he said, "Sawmill man, does.. rt
r

I get 3ome o"f the walnut logs??

I paid the men I hired fifty and seventy-five cents

per day and boarded them. After McKinley was elected in

189fe conditions became better and I paid better wages.

One day a man who was helping about the sawmill had

the bottom of his overalls caught on the set screw. He

would have been killed had he not grabbed -for a rafter

and Slung to it. His clothes were completely torn from

his body. ^_

In 1893 there occu'rreca drouth and the people in

this new country were suffering for want of food. The

Government-issued4bacon and beans to help them to live

until a crop could be raised. " " %•

I moved'my sawmill near Stroud and" brought father

and his threshing ma chine, the re. He "threshed the first
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oats and wh'e$t v\ be t threshed t-v P. machine in Lo^an

County, neer Guthrta . .- I'-'had only twenty-five d o l l a r s

which 1 had Aor^pjif&d\o/, run tHe thresher wi th . I -

borrowed end Jre^o'3?roW8d.\the ;tv,'enty-f i"1
l ler/3 three —

tir.ies before I could- oey i\£ beck. '

I . jkujL^ '^^uf^r^f weln^t, four . l e s north of

" ^ s r l v nin^ies, '?Njhich s t i l l s tands toucv.

'I'ne lo-^a^e^e | « . ( ^ | ' - ^d . l'. are|--3Bd\the.-.by Lrnd. The

r.ouse i,s e storv a'ad^E haTTTIi^'h Einc^covered vvitlv'sr.in-

3tr~ud, an

.les, 51,
..hen ',»as ^

_.hold fever, so. he told ^ . ^ h ^ r e - t h e locat ion v;? s\Otz X

sad

of, about th rea -thous.er:d \^J,\ lev\ Pesspl-e were there in*two

l s , ">x •,,8-~6ns, on' footit isd on rece ho r se s . *,y

!."*r&e .Tr̂ s ""staridmr v/ith h i s hea'd^ecross the l i r . e . •• ,,hsn.
V •

he shot v/as f i red he jur ied rh^ut t ent'» fe<-+. r;n^ ••»*.s off
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like the wind.^The saddle r i ' r t br^ke end'I knew i t

would .-ftean death for both of lus if I stopped^ so I

threw the saddle a1..ay. That ^ony sa.v th i r teen iniles '

in t h i r t y - s ix n inutes . I passed severel rece norses .

I ,jot t<̂  t*ne place v.'hich 1 vjanted, to steKe, ;ru:'. >ed < r

fro:: r,y • ony snd ^eran to cut cottonv/ooa"' -;shes for ?

foundation for e house v:ith ;r.y rocket kni fe . I had

these l&id when a r^n v.ith^lonr whiskers rode up on a

fine horse, r.e wes f Sooner, f̂ >r his horse shov;ed no

si;iis of \ svin t Ocjen run. 1 v:as oeter .'' r.ed to htv-s

t.-'.s fine bottom far:-: so 1 s ' l d , "NOVJ ^OU ».̂» on. I ' v
— «.

r-an" ny r.orse to d^eth and /ours i s n ' t ever; c'.veatiiic,

this i s r.y, place and I 'r. ,.^i:if tn st^y." ;ie seid,

boy," and rode»-off, leaving the clai.: x"̂ r ;.;e

I c.ad no food with Tie end ;ve had to hsve a nvc:.L.e

205

t r e e , " I ' ve c-'one tD f i l e . " I ..ed trt

stay ' in l ine for tv.o weelcs before they . ot to ..\y nuu.ber. t,̂

..hen I ' re turned to lay* treasured clai;.i i t ;ves reinc claimed
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by another s e t t l e r who had b u i l t a durout and wss <•
* i

,r -lowing with «a te£r. of .oxen. I.y r^e r t senk within

e, fin I bene1 d v;he.t had happened and I '.'••sr.t in search

of e lawyer, who to ld -.e t.-.^t _oss. jssion 13 r ine po in t s

in law pnu 1 h?d t e t t e r hunt pnoth«r ;" :*c^. AI -nas cer-

tainly hear t s ick ov'rr :r r l o s s .

I -if-p deter :ined to eve. ?. cl?i..., so I ,_ot e::oth^r

« 5ne neSr Skeedee, on l l aak ." eo.v Greek. I b u i l t ? sod •

shcuty. The sod '.VBS rlowed u_ end cut in r ' t r i ^ s or ^

•.lochs and l a i d one on the-rather u n t i l the wells v;ere as

hi,";i es des i red . The:. ole-sjv;«re cut and la id across"^
froT. one v.ell to the other-aj;5 these 4|d olocks v/ere put

on t-he;;: for the roof. ,shsa I h;-.c t..ia,~comrleted 2 'went

to Stroud p f te r .n.7 v;-if-g and .,r?)utht -her to see pur r_e.v/

:.0"ie. There were ::any rocks on t h i s r l e c e , ler ? ;a zouLs.—

ier s s t ick ing out of the f. round. 3::e said sh^e. v:o 'didn ' t

l ive on such roorzy Isnd, so 1 .--eve i t / b a c h to the Govern-
i ^ •v .ent , t e l l i n p then I d i u n ' t l i k e r ^ c k s .

Then ve re tu rned to Stroud and I s t a r t e d *""•: sevmil l

^ "e. i-n. ' .
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In 1895, when the. Kickapoo lands we^e opened^ I

went to Chandler to make my third run. It v/hs in I ay

and everything we spurned up. ,The 1 ?aves --ere burned
I

from the trees, so I just didn^t .:;ai:e t:.e run end again

I was without a piece. \

I went back to Stroud-and ran the sawmill for
^

awhile, then movQd my inill to Bssin (no longer in exist-

er.ce) on the Arkansas Iij-vsr near the present si te of

Hominy. There was so -nuch demand for luruber that I de- -

^i-ded to put in a luinoer yard there. The closest r a i l -

^d was at 3ha;vnee endvl hed to send ieai..s to haul the.

ld_lumber as 'fast as I could .e t i t .
iVhen the Santa Fe and Ksty R

-/lilt in Oushinp,, -sbout 1903 or 1904,V^y brother end I

,-ui i?i -the- f i"r sir'cotton rin at this rl^ce v;her̂  the oil

. i l l v.ov; ptr-n3s. I sold that and .er.t into the drey

l';=/.ness end continued ifi. that vfor • ?ny ys^rs. I am now

on a farr, two rules north of Cushing.
i

I married «nnie Lane December 3, 3X93, 'near Stroud.

.ihen she started from. 1. is sour i she was too ^roud to have

i
her friends see her riding in an ox we^on, so her father
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sent her cfatf the train to Galena, Kan98S} and she waited

there for J&hern. They experienced ;:any herd ships on

• their trj#>. her father had cor.ie end built ? lor hous,e
/

neer Strjbud a-nd then returned to Missouri with an ox

••-team to/brine his family to this :»e\ country. They

• ' ' • 7

v;ere fa weeks co...in^ fro:" Jo;-lin, I issovri tc Stroud.

'.'he gnov; was to the hubs of the v.'?.-on fcnd i t VJPS very

cold/.. »«hen they reached the Vesdi^ris iiiver i t vras

hidli. Fsnilies v-e -s ca.:,red all sloiu. the banks, v;?-it-

in/- to fc^et across. 3o^e of thej-. had oeen there for t'.vo

*.ikoks. They s&id nobody \8d dr.rei cross the riv^r but

she .:isll carrier and he sv;ev- h'is horse across, carrying

une -.ail on his he?d. hr . Lsne vcs- determined tD cross,

so he jot; on one of his oxer, to see if tney v:ouia swim.

a. to the other side and back with only their noses
ne. t i ed Ms v.̂ -r

bed dovTi v;itr. blocrs so i t would f loet . lie -̂°.d "beeff^a---^,
t

C">v;bov piid dcred to do enythinp,. Annie we? very core sick

i r e c r iea ;;.ost of the t i ^ e , so she sa id , "T^ke v.e .\ith the

f i r s t lo^d, I don ' t care \t I drov.'n." I'hey'-.sd- i t sfifely
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across and her father returned to fet s young married .;

couple and their waron ana team. People be*-xed him to

come back-for them but he was afraid his te^m couldn't

neke another t r i p , so they traveled l6n."'""

•% Annie rode with the young couple. The country v/a's -

full of wi-ld ho^s and th is young cou::l e hed ,e ler^e dog

•;ith them. One of them su/rested they t e t a yity so they

crs'-v'ed out of-their wa^on and sent the dog a"" it & rig*

Le brought one and went back after-another. By th is time

the old SOY; was coming after them, so they ; ot beck in the

'.;a_on with their two ^igs and drove on. ,/hen they j o t ' t o

3-=r,ulra they- c
rot some r.oxes end -ut th'eir ri£'.s in them.

.Annie ke~t her ^ig tied tv the front "foot pilv^U'/er and-

he ."''de rr.es't for the family that i'c.'i"1. ..'hen.-1 the t.p.'^&s '*^sr

v

it

t o S t roud i t v;*3 3 s - r in :" . Jhs1 f lov:ers vjera

^ood to be a l i v e after" such a PJ r<3' j o u r n e y .h:s, it

- , They hcdn'^t '-wen there lont" until 3 terrible si

C2:,>e u::. They-i^d ^^^^^A^.to .o for -rsjtrctir'i, so they

er 3.1:..ost drov;r.edcrawled under the wa/on

Hher: before, i t stopped r a i n i n g . V

They had no'jfood, so the next day I r . Lene went to
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viuthrie, some sixty rrdles away, to J.sy in e su ply.

while he was £one, r:;any druiik Indians passed by and

nearly-brightened I r s . Lane and the children to death.

Annie decided to di;. e cellar. shen her father re-

turned they h?d i t completed.
K

They hed never l ived on a far?'.. I,.r. Lane r.ad

s-̂ -vays been a l ive ry s tab le :-.an. They L~u'#ht a .\ov.'ing

•achine, v.hich ues ths only one in th-3 co' i i t r " ??:•'• c-:t

hev day and ni? ;ht. Annie le?rned to st^ck 1,3y. She

stacked r.--.y ?-t ni^Lt ?nd r^.d c h i l l s du.rrnr; the day. One

ih-\a younr r.an c?-.e bv the Lane ho. e r-.̂ O asked i f there

•,cs ^r .eone "/ho AOU! d r ide a kr-rse -".ia ui . r; -".o-devil

rske.avout fourtee:. feet "'on.r. i 'his -:es vseC-to ; u l l

~e hired n.er for f i f t y cents ft* da' r . Tney st'-okec corn

• • \ ' • "

m vandles/^tied a ro.e arou::d it and rulled i t to the '

i r . lane v.'ks frei?htint" in ^uthrle -..hen 1 is '>;ife b

câ .e i l l ; so he s^la out and ca:.e horae. Ke then, bought

r-n interest in a store in Stroud and v-'ent broke in the
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panic of 1097. T h i s v/«=r, a L er ier?O'^erc i .^ndise s t o r e .
/

., The/Indians boufht pr ick!v esl. b i t t e r s yhich ".ede

the:-, drunk.
7 ^
/Ou thv j r , cer.a i i . t r t s t o r e r r y t r - . e s . T1 ey hrd ./

. dxc; c s t t l e s in town, -here wes E. c i ty c-ve v.::ere

"'jv-jryne v;ent for protec t ion durin: these " ^ t t l e s .

Qii.~ dny-s l"°ttlfcoccurred ^ the Lfiie' s 'horse l o t .

They l ived on th-.- roac3 ....ici. the outlaws t raveled

north -end south to - their-r? i d s . One dsy five outlaws

drove u~ -:nd said to r r . Lane, " .e s re r . ' t . q i n . j t o ,

hc.r;. you.- Can your wife cook sor.ethir,.^ for u s . t o ea t?

•<e ere the Daltons. , ;>e stert&c to J^.nf Sr.itk' s , &

caohe^r , aut he i s n ' t hone." ^-r, Le.at aswed i f they

f
c-red to feed their horses and they repliefi^hat tney

.ad rustled horse i'e'ed. !.rs. Lane said sie never killed, *

drsssa" and fried chickens so fast in her/ l i fe . Two •

stood nierd while the others ate. They iere atjveys P-ice

ss lon£ £s one didn't molest, then and-thpy p^id veil for

'whet was done for then.

'Two of r.y favorite dishes in. those/days were ?;ild
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onions'fried with erxs and shsei^sorrel Die.

I r.et Annie,Lane one ni^ht at" a dence in our newf

school building'near St-rouct. This wes a dance , iven"

to ay for the buildin?. I was";l'8 -in^ the f iddle"

when she walked in. She loo-ked at rze ana said, "He^s

f;oing to be ray hus and."

I had a 'spotted cow pony and £ tv,;o "wheeled pert

v i th s seat on i t just lar^e en^u:"h for one, but we

both roue in

,,hen we decided to naz/ry I-bought a voke/of oxen
/

for one hur.&rec bushels oT si»e\l ed corn.


