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C
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1ife and story »f tle serron interviewed, R@far te A anual for .
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John F, Dougherty :

Interviewer . .
July 9, 1837 ~

Interview with
Frank T. Peery
Cushing, Okla/

Lad ~~
A . s

"!‘-

rd

My father, J. W, Peery, wag born in 1839, in Sulli-

~

and threshing machine,

ﬁ% mother, Nancy i mper, was born in 1841, in Linneus,

)

Linn County, Missouri. There were nine children in our

b4

- famlly., I\ﬁag bopf in Linneus, Limn County, Missouri,

e N

February 21, 1888,

' There weé .need for a sawnill near Coyle, in the Iowa

Indian Hesgrvation, so I decided to put- in one- there, I

-

bought &/new sewmill and had it shipped to Orlando snd

hau%; it over to Coyle in March, 18§i. I went up~aﬁﬁ
dowp the Cimarron River lgoking for a good location.and
tded from one side of the river to_the other. The Tiver
/ Wag rather shallow et this place.
- e |
1 findlly decided on.a location and set the sawmill,
* A

- I sawed lumber and logs for the settlers on the shares

" and sold the lumber for one dollar to one dollar twenty~
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five cents per one hundred square‘feet.

One da§ & negro brought in some hicko}y logs to
be sawed and anotyer man brought in some walnut logs.
The negro decided the walnut logs would be more desir -

able than Iis hickory, so he said, "Sawmill men, does..'t

-

“

I get some Of the walnut logs3"”

,

PN

I paid the men I hired fifty and éeven;y-fiée cents
per day and bOardeq them, After McKinley was elected in
_18§B conditions became better and I paid better wages. |
One day a man wﬁo was helpiné about the sewmill had
the bottom of his oveyalls qaught on the set gscrew. He
would have been killed had he not gratbed for e raffer
aq@ ¢lung to it. His clothes were completely torn from

his body. .
. e

In 1893 there occurreca drouth and the people in

this new coﬁntry were suffering for want of food., The

Government .issued:bacon and beans to help them to live

until a crop could be raised, R

3

I movedfﬁy sgnmfll near Stroud and bfough% father

-

and his threshing machine.there, He threshed the first  ,

A >
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12 -saddle givt broke end’ I knew it
. Vi .

N { A < ‘
would rean death for both of us if I storred, so I ’
tlew the seddle e.ay. That yony sai thirteen miles -. ~

in trlrtj-s*x mi nutes. I rassed severel rece norses. LT
5 .
I cot t6 the rlzce whick 1 wanted to steke, jwi.ed:
fro ry conr snd teran io cut cottonwood ishes for &
- N - ~ .
roundetion for & house witk oy rocket xnife, 1 had
. - . By A ~
these laid when s men with_loung whisxkers rode up on &
. _ ’ / ' _
fine horse., e wes ¢ Snonér, for tis rorse showed nod N
. e . . B .
, 81;ns of leving veen Tun, 1 was deter dred Un rave
t.1s Tine cottom farm so 1 srid, "Now rou 0 on. Ifve - -
. ST . ‘
cpuy oty Lorse to deztl 2ond ours 1sn't even sweating,
this is ry rlace end Itn .~ing tn stdr.n (e seidg, o
3 3 .
WAl#righ bov," and rode-off, leavin. tre clai: Ior ue.
» “
1 2d no food with me anl we nad to have a auwunier
/
w filé, so I went vo iewnee, leevin{ this sign tecked =~ | ¢
=
Yo g gottn.wcod tree, I've cone to Tile.t I .8l ¥0
svay/in line for tuo weelis pefore trney ot To .y number.a%“§ .
oLey I'returned 1> mystireesured clalm it wes ltein, cloimed
A
1] -::.

)
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, 3
by another settler who had tuilt & dusout and was ..
%
.~ ~lowing with o teér of oxen. 1y ngert sank withip
* ~ o g{' .
e, as 1 behald what hed hayrened and 1 vwent in sesrch
L4 X -
. ' . . L
of 2 lawyer, whn t0ld ".e t:2t »ssissinn 13 rine roints
v
in lew end 1 hed tetter Lunt ~nofler ~iecoc, T mas cer-
tninly hesrtsick cvzr 7 loss,
I we5 deteriired to =2ve ro cleil, s7 I  »t znotizr
: :
. ,
- sne nedr Sksedee, on Slack Tear Creek. I Luilt z osod o »

- P
suantT The sod wes vlowed . end cut in ~trirs or .
N~ 4
"lncis 2und leid one on the aifter until the wells
i n 28 desired. Thel

olew ere cut znd leid s

- -aw,

g TN . A A2 a0, =
?ron one well to the atler.eni these 462 ulocks
~ , N »\-‘ - . Lo
=L ) )
on them for the roof. shzd I Lid Tolggcompleted I
- f;fﬁ
5o 3iroud efter ary wife and wrduhl ier to see o

*

Jone.  There were any TOCKS

an 43

Jak

§ ke

ers sticking out of the :srounc.

viere

cross ~

e

were r~ut

ur new

this ilsce, ler;e Toul=——

s.e.woaldn'y -

live nr such roczy lend, so 1 -ave it/bach to the Govern-
- - . “ N
: . Yoo
’ ent, telling trem I didn't lixe yacks,

Then ve returned Lo 3troud and I sterted mv =zevmill
- s -) . ' ’
’1_&21{1. N
. . ,
I3
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In 1£95, when the Kicképoo lards vis

- ¥

¥
s . g AN (r
i

went to Chendler to meke my third run. 1%t was in ! ayv

~ 1+~ e ' ‘ - '
and everytiing we Tburned up. The 1:&ves »ere ourned
R /

‘ Y ! A .
from the trees, so I just didn"t .ake t:e run 2nd egain
' 4

. : I
T was without = rlece.
e } -
£
1 went back to 3troud-end rsn thke szwmill for

L)

—

- awhile, then movaed my mill to Besin (no longer in exist-

A

ence) on the Arkanses njver nesr the present site of

Fominy. There was so much cemand for lumber that I de-~ -
“vided to tut in & lumber yard there. The closest rail- ‘
R \ ) r

@bed was at 3hawnez end” 1 red to send feans to haul the.

*{;’:" T e A §
1w 16 lumber es' fast as I could .et it,

: snen the 3ante Fe end Kety
i1t in Jushing, -2dout 1903 or 1804, ry dbrother end I

e Pivst éotton ~in et tlis lsce yhere the Ail

¢
¢t
Fote
._!f
IS

C11Y now etenlse I sold that and ent intn the dre

.
- ¥}
. £ ‘
. N -4 S kN ¥ . ~rzae.
1siness enc continued ift that Tor - eny reers. 1 am now
- l ~

2n a fern two niles norih of Cushing.

. , .

I married Annie Lane December 3, 1863, '‘pear 3troud.

aten she started from I issouri she wss too rroud to heve
/ :

her friends see her riding in an ox wegon, so her father
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P - ;
A N , N , .
< ' ¢ i . ’ .
‘:¢ E . .
) sent her oif the train tp Galena, Kansss and she weited
q . . c AL, ’
there for fhem. They ex .erienced ~any hardshine on
» - their trifr. rer Tatler had cone end built = lor houge

neer Stypud and then returned to Lissouri with an ox

- teanm tof hrino his family to this ne. country. They

&

jwo weeks co..iny from Jorlin, [ issouvrl te Stroud.
A : .

fiow wes to The Lubs of the we _on end it wes very

.. wshen they reached the Vervdi,ris river it wes

- A . . - ~ - 3
. Ferilies ve e ceured ell =lon, jhe btanxs, weit-

>
<

2 - . A N =
- to ¢et across. 3Some of the. nhad oxen there Tor two

N b1
eks, They Sezid nobtody ed dere” crdss the river but
vre .agil cerrier and he awer his 1orse ecross, cerrying

{ tne mail on Lis hecd. I.r. Lane ver deternined i35 cross,

M <y - £ }a -~ . Y-S0 (NN =3 3 A=
80 e 0% on one of his oxen to see 1f tney woulld swiin,.

“Thes—swan. to the otler side end beck with ahly their noses
SiOwint’EEQXﬁ/WGﬁéi. ohen neTreduwrred e tied s wegon *
/ \'\ix.(k

- Epe
ved dovm with blocirs 80 it would floet. e ==d heefia~l .~

I

crwbov end dered to do enything., Annle wee very norecsick

14
aré cried sost of the time, so she ssaid, "I2ke .2 .ith the
Tirst lo=d, I don't care if I drown." Iher "sd~ it sefely
/ [

) -



o~ ' ‘ 209

2
X2
e}
1

+—
=
>

-3

’—l

gcross and her fether returned to ¢et 2 young merried .°
. , .é T \

counle and tnex* wa"on end tean. Feorle berred him to

come back-for them but he was efrsid Lis tesm couldn't
e, , N -
~eke enother trin, so they traveled onv’

2

-~ Annie rode with the young cowle. Thne country wes -

full of wild hogs end this young courle hed 2 lsrce dop .

.

vith them. One of them su.cested they

et & iz, so they

-~

-

.
-

crewied out ofs their wegcon and sent the dog &° :r ¢ rig.

Lz vrouglt one and wen: bvack after-andther. By this time

the old sow wes coming 2fter tlem, so they .ot bsck in the o

’

cvwe o with their two [igs and drove on. Jhen they rot-to

3zrulre they ot some toxes snd ~ut their rigs in threm.

) -
,Anpie ket her nig tied tv the froni Toot 21lusw~ er &nd
- -:»;». R . L,_,» ~
ne uwde veat for the fenmily +wet 217, "“eu‘tne ~P3ﬂ% \‘}_ X
L %o Stroud it was s-rins. Mhe flowers wers tlo~iing -
=5 1% guch & ht >4 journey.
« . Th = territle storm ’

crewled uader the we on—aeﬁ'anu‘

N s

s ; . A SR
~hen before it stopped raining.
L

.

1

They had noifood, eo the next dey ir. Leéne went to
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-9 - .

“suthrie, some sixty miles away, to lay in & su uly.

Jdhile he was ¢one, many druux Indiens peszed by and

)
. Fee

neerlv frightened L. rs. Lene ané tie children to death.

/anie decided to di. = cellsr, hen Ler feitler re-

turned ;hey hed it conmcleted,

<

rhey hezd never lived on a ferw, Lr. Lane nad

ey (N : . - . . " ™ Y omen et 4 N :
=Ylwevs Lzen 3 livery ctevle ren, They i-~u-ht 2 -cowing

.
o L o : . o .
ecrine, wiich was tre only one in the comitr - za- 2%

sszthed hny st nigckt 2nd RAd chills durin, trhe dsy. One

\ a
S0 agwm e o e <4 3 T o z £ A%
ce \e youn[ man cgr.e U7 tie Lane oo ¢ roc asxed if ther
-~ . e . : N N b - T oeed 1
.Cg 33 .z0ne who sould ride & kovrse a1 UV . s co-devil
Al
\ NP b}
1 F v - N - A -
rzke svout fourteer feet “onys, Liis ves vTseo to [ull
.
- . . - MY w3 P } somn 1 A A e+
2 oLar dnto 2 stoox,  annde srid she would 48 Tlot, 90
"

1

. 7. Tene wéi freightine in vutirie when lis i

]

b)

cave ill; so ue& s3alé »ut end ca.e home., e then dous it
. \

< ¢

e 1nterest in a store in 3troud end went droke in the
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/ -10- .
/ e ) ' . s

/
senic of 1897. This wes a (eneral rerciandise store.
' .

/ . ;
Tha/lndiehs bousrht pricklv =sl vitters which ~sée
/ /7 . )

/
trer. grunk,

Cuz Zay-z U=t%leoccurred in the Lrene's lowse lot,

e lived on th roed ....ic.. the outlews tr=veled

north-end soutz to their rrids. One dey fiye outlaws
drove uc :nd said to "r. Leng, " .e arentt oin- to

Leri. you. Cen vour wife coox sorethin, for us,to ect?

-

we ere the Daltons. | .e sterted to J=nt Srith's, =

cacie¥or, But te isntt home." wr, lLeae asked if they

- sars

c-red to feed their horses a2nd they repliefi.that theyv

~
.

~ .

ad rustled Lorse teed. rs, Lene ssid s

drasasas’ and fried chickens so fest in herf life. Two -

.

stood cuerd while trhe others ate. They yere gkyeys nice

es long zs one didn't molest. then gnd. they n-id vell for

‘what wds done for them. )
. ’ ~

Two of rmy favorite disres in. thosefdars were %ild

e mever killed,

211

4

~

/

/

/
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b . -
A

- . - *, N "\\
onions fried with ecgs and shsepsorrel nie.
" <!< ‘;.‘ “w
I net Annie,lane one ni;ht st & dence in our new
s T3
\ . -~ « . . . S
genool building near Stroud. This wes 2 dance |, iven

-

to ey for the building. I wes -¥d-ing the fiddle”

shen she walked in., She looked at re ana szid, "He's

-

¢oing to oe my hus end." /

7 .

Y

I hed &’ spotted cow ony &nd & two Wrecled pert

/
/

“itn e seet on it just largce epsurh for one, tut we

otk rode in i%. . ./ A
" : 7

wLen we decdided to mayry 1-bought a voze/of oxen

3



