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Eligabeth Ross,
Investigator,
April 13, 1938,

!

* An Interview With Mary E. Payue, - -
Muskogse, Oklahoma.,

Mary £lizabeth Israel Payne was born September 18,

1860, in Goingsnake Districi, Cherokee Nation. Her

parents were David Israsl who was born in Georgia in

lé:ﬂ, and Martha T, Miller Isrsel, born Jamary 6, 1836,
Mary Israel Payne's paternal grandfather's Cherokeo name
was Gaid-se-la-wee; he died Novamber 30, 1861. There 18
no Erglish name given but the paterzial grandmotherts
name 1é sritten "B Isreel”, z;nd she died Ma;'ch 23, 1863.
. The family Bxble uhi ch i s more than two hundred years
old, contains the above dage and other dates of birthe
and deaths of" members of tﬁe inyael family. Mary E.
Israe]: 's parem‘.s were mrried Mx:sy 10 1856, at New
Springplace, Oaks, ‘I‘ahlequah\‘ District“ ) '

h Mary E. israel was ‘cne of a ramily of e}.eWIen chil-
dren, and reqalls same intgreating evewnta of earlya-’?ay

1ife on the farm, There was much work to be done in

supporting so large & family. Her féther used yokes of

i,
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oxsn in breaking'the ground and prepafing the fields

Hfﬁrfplantingg Corn and wheat were grown, and a small

[}

?mﬂﬁnt of cotton Qaa raised, enocugh for éot;on yarn
anﬁ gloth f;r the needs of the‘fam;;yo In the sutumn
the &drn, enough for a whole year's use, was gathered
and stored in the 1arge/§¥ib. In winter evenings
néighbors were invited in and & c0§n~shellin; was

| h@ld when large qu§ntivies of eorn were sheileda The

next day the shelled sorn was taeken to Beck’s mill,

ncrtheast of Tahlqua?:and gronnd intc meal, enough

13

fo;' @ long period. A

l

A
theat was threshed Xut by- hdnd, A quantity wés'

‘\ ——

placed on a wagon sheat an 'ﬁeWé&t‘én out with
sm1l rods. Scmetimeé'tha\éheét wag placed in boxes
ané beaten against the wallsbof the box untlil the grains
weTs aspaégg;;/rioQithe ehgff;‘ ¥hen m;de into flour -
the product was unbléached but of fine qualityiand Qaa
uixed, and baked in large ovens over hot coals in the
open fireplace. Cakes am.i pies were slso baked in the
" same ?anner. The Isréel family did not own a stave at

N

that early daye. Y
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Yarn was spun upon the femily spinning wheel, - )

and all the hoseffcr the entfre family, botH wool

and cotton, were hand‘kni¥tad. In summer time both
men and women went barefooted, so that not many |
pairs of gtimmer hose were rasmired. Cloth was dyed‘. 5

" with eolors made from tree berks, set with copperas
““and gium. " -
Nearij all eatables were raiseé;on the farm. PN
Hogs were fattened,” slaughtered and the meat cured in
~ the smoke house. Enough meat was prepared to last —
through the entire year, Saussge was wrapped in cérn
/.husks and hung along the raftefs to cure, with the |
ﬂgms and other meat. ~Seversl large cans of lard were
-A+gtored: gway at each butcpq;ing.a‘Sorgpnm ¢ane was
cultivated; 1t was stripped and fed into the homemade
grinder, and the julce was boiled in three large iron
kettles pet over the homefmade furnace which was daubed
toéether with mué, and kept boiling with a wood fire.
Several barrels ware ator;d away and many gallons
weré‘aoid. Fiée or six men wegg.euployed at each

-~

sorghum-meking season. GOrcean coffee wag bought and
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_ parched over the open fire. A small house was built
fur-storing ashes, rfom which lye was Tun from the
home-made hopper, built from part of 2 hollow tree.
Ths lye thﬁs obtained and Bcraps of fat were boiled
| into soft soap-always in the mogth of’gafbhi‘when
"the sign.éas right®.

The Isrééllfaq11§ wers nd; living at Oaks {now |
in Delaware County) Tahlequah Distriet, éﬁe parents
having remeved to this placé for the purpose of plac-

—_

ing their ehfldren in school at the Moravian M¥ission,

—
%hen Mary Israel first attended school Richard Wolfe

was the teacher; he spoke both the Cherckee and English
languages. ;After Hr. Wolfe had patiently read the
alphébet ] that‘ﬂary right beascme a~custiomed t6 the
charasters she was told to take hér sesat and etudy her -
' "letters™, which she proceeded to deo in a loud tone to
the amussment of both teacher and pupils, ani to her

own embarrassment. 4t the age of twélve }ears she
H;came a resident oémthe home q? the Reverend Edwin

Mack and family. Reverend Mack bore the Cherokee nsme

of "Cawk",.meaning “grow" in English. Hsreshe learned
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in addition to her achool work, sewing, cooking andﬁ
other kinds of housewarks Milking and butter making
were included, ZEach eveniné;?amily prayer wes con~‘
ducted and eanh ghild recited a verse of Sa;iptuﬁe.
¥iss I1la VWood and Mr, Danlel Freemesn were anong
the teaghers +who later were employed &t the Mission.--.
The Moravians we;githe éifst ?ratestaat missioraries
6 bggfh work among the Cherokees in the 0ld Wation,
and their oldest station was that known’é§z$priné
Place Mission, in Georgia. ItV was for this his%g:ic
gtatian thet Rew Spring éiéce was namsge .

Bach Christmas season the Moravians presented a -~

program of bymss end recitations, after which a "love .

~

fat" was obse?ved. Accarding to their custom larze .
-sweet buns and ;offee, with” eresm and sugsr, were also
‘served t6 each one present, churesh visitors alike. The
room was darkened and a Ghristmas trae, of -ine or.--
gedar, beautifully decorated, was lighted with %ai
tapers, and gifts wers thén distributed. . ~

The home of the Israsl family was a thrifty oﬁe?

f N .
and each child was assigned tasks which were promptly
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and happily performed. VWhen nineteen yeors of age,
uary Elizabeth Isreel and John Wesley Payne were
married, Jamary 5th, 1879, at the Mission, New Sprigk’

Place, 'The garemdny was perfo;:med by the Reverend

e,

: Mr, Bishep of the Moravian Mission. 4t the age of

seventy-elight years Mrs. Mary E. Payne iss still aci‘,-

~

”~

ively eégaged in hméehold affairs.
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