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Inferview With Edwerd Pecichem, g
325 K ‘Northwest, Miami, Oklahois ..
My father Thomas ‘.P'eakham, Wan~pe-mong-wun, meaning
Running Hater, was born in Louisburg, Kanaas, in 1851,
Here his parents died and he, with an older brother, William,
came to the Peoria Nation in the Inﬁian Territory in the
. year of 1868, when father Wes s_eveataén ye:e.rs 0lde
My nnthez; Laura ?dul; a wh‘it"e woman, Awas born in Greene -
County, Miss;:uri, Septembar 6, 1856, Wt soorn moved with her
pa}enté erd logated _zaéven miles east of Seneca, Misscuri,.
where she was raised aund whers she ':xarria'd ny f;ﬂ;her
“Septeamber 2%%&%&!&%@&@ four
girls, was bora on the, old homeplace i eur’ Peorisa, Indwr Terri-
.,‘tory, September 3.0, 1891,
. FATHER'S BOYHOUD DAYS.
: During his earlier years Father attendad the schools'

near in Kansas axﬁ thus learned to write and speak good

English which tyas very vsluable to him in later yearg as
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f’.‘.at‘l:cr the Peorias and their éeéocigtod tribas' ths VWeas,
the Kaskaskias and the Piankeshaws settled in the
Indian chritory, he became their official interpreter
and made several trips to Washington,_D; C., with '
delsgations of the tribss, When he cane to this country,
having no p;gcnts, he rustled for himsslf and foi many

years worked as a gensral help for the varioub farmers

and, during these years, acquired 8 wide knowledge of

174

tribal affairs as well as the way those around them iived.

Wnen the Peorieas rtﬁovg@ to their reservation here .
from Eéstorn Fanaaa yery fow-of them had much mesns and
" most of them made the trip on horseback and carried what

" belonged to them either in a”twoewheeled cart or in packs

;Tbn additional mules and pqnios.

" After their arriQal, came the %ask of builéiné a

permanent shelter. ﬁith'%hb éxception of porhapé\g hal?

Qozon houses, including the home of'%ha Chief and a very
N

few who had the mears to buiid frame houses, thess haues

were of rude logs, perhaps a puncheon floor and I have

heard Father say that where clapboards were not v& be had

&
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gas shi'xgles they made shingdes of bark. for the hoase‘, & 8 ‘

o S
%I:Bse were fastenad ’oo the rafters by mean j. ,.f vocden piis.

When fathar ard mother wers2 merried, 1" ther had in- >

wm igtons, HAS

Qroved his hdme and had a two—ronr«z i"og ho se wnd e kiteher |

L [d,

o‘f mtive lumber :nd hung - bl nket ur et the dver is

-

protection from the cold wecther,

PIONEIR LIFE,

-

- A.ftqg’ the Pcorias amd their u-mnd esme heref they Ca

endured nﬁny hardships wvhile frying to build the;r homes
and get se%tled. " Once when they had raised no crp'ps be-

cause of a-drouth, I have often heard Father describe the

many ‘thi,ngs that they did % get elong =nd among the thiny:

PRAC AN 4

were: :

'l‘hey cut the héfz}:'berry, the elm and the npopler temder shc?ots
and fed them to::their stock to keep taex alive end they cut
up the sycamcre%t;) ng;ké’ syrup, and bez, sher they were hunt-’
ing end would kill a d%er 2nd have m way o cooking, they
would clean?l;xe puunch, cut up ;:.he meat in chunks snd put
thesas inside the paunch, They would then tuild & fire be~

twsen tw0 siakes a.d Gt.rsz:;‘;b.g fire. muspended from a pole
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conneeting the two etakea, they would ylaca th@ paunch
eonta:.uing the maat and ‘bhis whg ;:ep* turnim continus1ly
un}:il.it was cooked., Sometiiss meat was i‘rzed on a rock
that had been’ beéted over or in a ﬁre.

Breed wea fried on two sticks over tihe fire or cooked
on the hot rocks as wafsll ¢85 baked in Fhe not ashesa/. ¥

The Indiens would roll a fish in ;md of clay i put it | ¥
in the hot ashes and when cooked the‘ skin came offf #ith
the baked mud or elay. The sinew weed wes used/ to mke
thread.” This grew here ard after peeling off the bark the

body of the weed could ie se:;arated into vary fire ﬁi%eads

s

4,

e

which are very strong and aurablé. The bark is vhite eud
the plant grows sbout two feet high. ) ) B
Indian greens was ano?;};er f&odf greatly ap.reciated by .
‘the Peorias. These grew two or threve feet high end had a /
~ Bquare stem and little tender shgots protruded at the leaf /

Béﬁ'ﬂo .

.

v

In thosa days, father helped{t«o make oany cx;;.fj.ns. /l

¥hen one was needed ‘they cut a Jog tho 1ength re; uire& whieh

{
!

wes barked and then spese suffizisont for the LAy wes dhen /

hollowed out in the loge ' | . - /

{
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In the early days ldier cam thro

~

h the Paorié

reservation here ard was taken sick and digd, Father

helped to meke his coffin aml, with othersicl the tribe,

buried him in & grove nesr Spring River. |fuey murked e

hickory %ree ak iﬁe bsad of the greve witl warks thres

feet from the grau%sxi & chiunképin oak ht the foot of the

C

grave near the ground. Later, soms officisls cute from

Washington locking for this grave., saying thet the ma. had

w v N
6';

some valuable papers with hime Father ‘l ent with ther and

. Bearched for the grsve bul tune -s.rked /t ees nud Dge..

destroyedQ ,( . ’ -J"-{!,‘ id'(-" )
A 4 .

Another incident that I have/ heapd my fether $2l1 and

L3

o < ! Sy
_laugh about wae an 0ld custom ithat after the desthof an

I:dign. the dody could not be buried until some one would

* ¥

t of sams good leed doue by $ha deceunsed or souelnivg

thay he excelled ine An old men died end they were still

holding the body aud askiig i 8¢ who cam

.

good »
anyjhing /that he had done o0r exceiled.

old{lady came, They glked ler if she

thd deceased a 4 she sslksd to see the

\f\

y uT \.

@ %%
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\Another deent that Father liked to recall e pooned
» az'ter ‘che Peoxlias haé been here E;O)'m ye-ars. One ddy &
white family drove in looking for a place to lease. Th\ey ’
came to Uncle John Charley'd nlsce amd he told taem,to \
come batk the next Wediesday, th.t he thou st thet he could

q

find 8 place for than. Before tims f‘cr their retxrn " he

, I 8.
gathered up turkey faatherr'n and mae a l:rge neaa-dfw.f &,

rad his che m.t’} t‘ré rod peint fron thel redroob amd

: . ra
8ome yellow clay, dre«aaed hinsel?f 5.x1 soMe old beadpd clot‘a-—

ing end, armed with & huge tomohawk, wal ted for t/exﬁ vy the
gide of *hs z'oahd, concealed in some bmhas.' Wne they were
even with hir he sprang to the roéd ':ii;h\ : wild yel ? br-jand-
.1§hing his tomshawk: The fanily left asg/ f:3% as t\heir h;{}z'.sas
would travel «nd never returned and Uncle Jolun nev‘er‘,:‘ti%ed of

laughing over his '%ilé Indiar Stunt".

WILD GAMF.
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" Today theve 18 g growth of ypung timber over & large ravh

RN

1 ¥ . ¢ : ) .
of it whichihas changed the lo. ks of the countrr very ruch.

»
&

_ There Were some déer Lére ~ not many, hut even then
; imv s . .
the Government 4id not allew you to kill tha: excert. ader

certain conditicnse Therc w.8 . & ex lich »f %y Yoo~ ow

3
-

barnyerd anc I have sev. quite a2 Tev come here ‘ut I never

tried to kill one. Wild hogs 2zl wild turMsts wmere plenti-

-

ful as were also the prairie ghickens, the squirre;, ste.

LARHIAGE. ‘

= ¥

g A
o

Wany yesrs agp, the psrents of a youns squen deranded

rayment for their da_ughter,"so many ponies or blanke*.‘;s,

before the marri sges THis chﬁmged later a:d wlre‘ndths missinn-
ariss came among -ar pecple, they begen to nATTy thew ir
their pr Tasnion’, |

One of the old 'mi-ris‘xges tint I remerber was ;.’r’h&"” T‘Jncle
Jerry Hubbard, tk;e old Friends ldssionury, = rriwi an old men
named Fish at = Brush .&rbo;' at a“meetii,g at the old King

Pluce nsar Cltawa.
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THE NiZ -ERCES.

Whi’le the ez Perecss werc.held i n"cvhis county they
ware aaﬁped on Sprir:g River ot -far from my friher's 2loce
and he took a grest interest in watchine ther, cs they did
so many thirgs in = differet wey frou. our . Ther
were an iadustrious peonle and mede many thincs whick ther

-

would take thew to the necrby homes end trr te tres for

things thst they di< not have. They rmde a basket out of
the buck-'usk and willow raeas , :al.so large carved waoé[anv
jars and much beaawork.

In the spring, when the burk would slip essily, one,y x
W;auld select their tree end g0 it am then curefully ranove
the park snd sew the emds togetbem This wes msterproofe"
and theu across the center o hold the sides apert they would
put 8 pole to mske 1t/as wide as they wented 1t. ’ \‘ )

Their fish hooks were msde of bone, shaped by pluing
them in the fi,;e and shapiug then whlle tLey were hom Alac
they would cut a hoie in the ice aml spear tae fish but one
of the things most remarkehle was once wher. there wes only

811' : . \ )
about an eighth of/inch °f ice on the river end they wanted
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fo cfoss #as to see them cut for each pereon'tww Lles
eaéh about ten feet long sud fheu,, hgidizg cie pole in
each hand, svid with the other held i posz'iti‘on be,"cwecz: i
their kuees 1.4 tusir Teeb, they would: stixt acreovs this
thin feoe and tie lengt, or tle 3oleu'ke,t Pz ficon b;eck~
ing throush,

To make their bows ithey would Lury their-ld ckory
poles il the conls until tle caiside of~the poles Gh.rred

. wou 1d _ .
and they scre e off the cherred portici. Thig Las repected

=l

until the pole becmae the sive wunted sd 1. this way bbo

wood was seast s At the sae tlhoe. ‘ .

.

They would hollow ocut & roumi bowl it of roax 28
thén enother that would Tit frde this c.e =2 hotwesa Y s
, .
“twc bowls they would grind thelr cora wnd 2thes greivse -

3

The womgn, dressed iu shory, Tull, ri..on-tri aed okirts

end moccasins with & dright tli.uet or shewl arvund thoiv

. \‘i‘é * .
shoulders end their Wasch haly worr loose .l burehended

vere a familiar sight . any of tlhe usighbors ov c¢ven i
\ )

the strests of nearby Sensca. COne gould drive a gond dbur.

gein with them for bright coléred,ribbons.

>y
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When the first members of the Rez Percs tribe died : o

éfter they cume here tlie;r m*apued the;‘bodies in elther .a:

- -
. .
.

deer skin or olam:e‘u sewed thea in 2td then either nat '

then in the fori. of a tree or ‘xu‘ z $hex from cae, - I7 .

they could find « hollcs tree tie body woult be placed in

v

the hoXlow «ud sexed in here, A9 3001 . 2 treir practice

gas reported they were co:“elled to bury in ths hewed ¢ 221 ns '
made f-rom lo -5 the saze o the rest of ihe Indinrs. Them

principal burying plsce is wo/the Stoncr P13 ds,, 0@@~hns§'

-

mile noit. of S,.mn~ River.

(.é.ftar they cau nere the ‘ez Perces dizc.vered & ceve
in the eide of a bluff o) Spring River south ¢f the .ig-
t

e Ford that was very herd tu got ¥ oard a!l concerled
4

ami here they nig muny of tqeir belQ Zags which vwere found

. many years after they were gone fron hera i two rabers of

-
t&  -orie Tribe. T} is also said tast auwny yenrs hefore
- this >n 014 Indisn had llved in this cw7ve and it was
¢alled the "01ld I.dial Lefuge". R

’

Cave Springs is sbout fowr and a hulf miles so thwast
ol Peorjia on Spring River .nd @ mile northeast of |lig-Inife

Fort. This water around the mouth of the cave hap boen 2ll
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demmed up <nd n}w/ig quite a fighirg resort ¢l the uoter

{s so"very cold thet it 1's,im.possib1e to stay in it evea

in the warmest wer th-r, This water course “ms been

s % » & [ 3 , R , .
"traveled by wduts Tor abo b osixd; feet bz;cl: L. te the cove %
but '“em }}ave -0 8 buek throupt the pressage we -dles S~
in eome Pluces {t iz 's mrrow $1:% you heve o eroal. it “ o

is -evida.tl:v 1 o0ld wu'ter CUUT BE . _ . . .

The Uid ‘Spénish I»’:i‘rfes are iu this pirt of the couaty
and are about fgve riles 1. rth of Senece on the old Senecu-

Peorie Road, These were suot roesed ‘o Le old coorar riines
- t‘ s

| . '
but with the comi ~ os" the Indies tv vids eountr. ab thet

<

* +

time they wers so badly caved in thrt not'ing coula ue o

lerrned sbout the nnd 2haut the :4'13” trices .1l oonl L . °

o b

seen todsy are a few nld shz\f* fwoles Jrout Lwe Toot ccrose
. Phoeres el - s h;'{“;: ga I 4 ‘
which g0 strifighi;. dow. » ways ~nd ther turiu ot 2ight o lee,
- -

There is 2. 013 Indian Betflegrodnd sori hrido or four

("
miles eest end so itk of eorir tut this 18 nc. avergrows

¢ .
with timher"and is todey just o nilly, roush pices ¢f tdmbur, = ¥
with small mounds ard holes that hmfa been pade nlostly Uy _4

prospectors. o Y
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snothor cave on Spring River, just south ':4 wesi of | |
. /

- the old Kiog Ford east of liiu:'ni, is spout hodf-w.s up the ‘

gide of the steep blulys Thle is about seve tv-five feet

=

from the ground &:d about the @ =¢ istyncelfmm the tor

i . . . . .
of the bluffs 4t one tiie tiare 5 2 pr&d-dg i ~ .

the mwouth but these rcciig hrve erwtled vrd frlien A to-

day there is o sy, to recel St. Tr:ditior is thet this

was a hiding plece of tlhe Junes “oys ¢Y tio4 theiy initislg

are to be foi:d cruund 1ts moutn, .
Scuth of our hove cboub (. half rile is arothoer old

battlegrounds The buritl rounds are . tre eil~ o0 s T4l
gnd behind these mcunds the Indlcns weuli hide - 4 shoot
those;'::ﬁo cume druund the nill, This Vi) is naw - -wrered
by tliber; alsc. C(n cof up ¢hilcheod rouorice ia of ’
grost herd &7 shgep ot tle kills betree our home =m
-axter Sprirgc, Konsns.. Tn the early dafq e would . -
ress them und see the Sheep 'either lyine or grezivz o~ the
sid;a of the hill‘)they imr}:cg’. Jjust 1iks 1 ittln round white \,
moundse Tﬁey bel:orvgcd tc an 0ld man ot Ba:'ter St ings named

R@ckstraw.‘ One day I wes psssing his house nnd wanted water

for my team und hc/a chirged me 50¢ for two buckets of ‘vm*&;er..ts
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: - The Peoria Indiungd hnve always been rgém)}?beful“ they
have eves been known/to steal people from ot Her trites amd )

- 27

from the vhite pepdHloe It is said of both the Paorius &nd
the Quapaws t}y% tney stole o bhlocksmith frem the white

- gattlers. They nesded his serices, fo took him. It is
also said that the “acriss atsle a negro ¥y i~ Indi-n=
. ° \
which they drousht with them 1o Kanses a'd keot him here
until his death. Jir 'White was a Mexicen stoler by the

i

. Ottawss. : Mcs‘[ B
Among my prized posses’stiéns is ry father’'s naternt
issued by Den jﬁix_@in’EZarri'soq to nph=pe-none-we’s or Thomas
Peckham, & r.ember of the hea, Peorin, Kaskoskit s ami‘tl‘m
Piankeshow Trites under the & te of Februrry, 1LH%W0.
Speaking of tribal re ‘ﬁam the }“’i-*.cm'if‘-s' are culied st
thig Inﬁién ui‘fic‘r, ‘the Lost Tride’. he liorsee Durant
vas the irﬁign'z&g_ent , he had o cormlete Tecord, but when
he left thu office he'tosk all the reccrds with hin nmd we
have no records excent lhe fer that 1y fether kemt, pd
they are not c&nplste. Many perscns stili come to Mother Y

and me for dates that they think we have. Featner dired at

the old ho.e, Deceubsr 27, 1915, 4 '



