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PEGKHA&, EDWARD. '

riannie Lee Burns, ^
Investigator,
January 25, 1936.

Interview With Edward Pecdcham,
,325 K 'Northwest, Miami,'Oklahores•-

father, Thomas Peekhaai, Wan-pe-iaong-wan, meaniqg

Running Water, wes born in Louisburg, Kansas, in 1651.

Here his parentB died and he, with an older brother, W
* < \ • '

i

cem to the Peoria Nation in the Indian Territory in the

. year ©f 18689 when father was seventeen yeers old*

My Bother Laura Paul, a white woraan, was born in Greene

eounty, ISissouri, Septeasber 6, 1856, but soon moved with her

parents and located seven miles east of Seneca, >iissturi,>

where she was raised and where she . r:iarrie4 my father,

i %s 1888*—I, ouct <>£ a-fsmil^' of throb-^oys-^—d fo*g i r l s , was born on the. old' hocieplace ;>&ii? Peoria, Indian Terr i- .

.»tory, September 10, 189.1. • •

" - * FATHER'S BOYEOOD DAYS. •

• . • - ' \ '

• During hia eexlier years Father attended the schools

near in Kansas and thus learned1 to write and speak good •

English which was very valuable to him in la ter year's as
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.after the Peorias and their associated tribes' tha Weas,

the Kafkaakias and the Piankeshaws settled in the

Indian Territory, h« b«can» th«ir official int@rpr«ttr

and made. s«v«ral trips to Washington,.^. C , with

d«l«gationa of th« tribes. ' When he can* to this country,

having no parents, he rustled for himself and foi* many

years worked as a general help for the varioufe farmers

and, during these years, acquired a wide knowledge of'

tribal affairs as well as the way those around them lived.

When tho Peorias removed to their reservation hare «

from Eastern Kaneas very few^of them had much means and -.t

most of them mad« the trip on horseback and carried v&at

belonged to them either in a"two-wheeled cart or in packs

'on additional mules and pqnies.

After their arrival, came the task of building a

permanent shelter•' With the exception of perhaps^ a half

dozen houses, including the hcsna of uh« Chief and a very

few who had the meat̂ s to build frame houses, these hotuas

were of rude logs, perhaps a puncheon floor and 1 have

heard Father say that where clapboards were not to be had
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s shingled they made s h i n i e s of bark- for the' houses &

. i .
were fastened to the raf ters by means. p.fv.oGden p i i s .

father and mother wer$ marrieds Father h6d isv-

his home and had a t^o-roon log ho se t:i.cl a kitcho:

limber snd hung ' blrnJ^t \ir f t the c"oor '. s v

protection fron the co!3 vjott^.eT*

SJI LIFE,

f£ the Peorias aid. their frisnds cane here, they

endured izSny hardships while t ry l -^ to build thejr houses

and get se t t l ed . ' Once when they had raised no crops be-

cause of a-drouth, r have often heard Father describe the

m\wy things that they did to get along and. ainoiJS the ihir*"j

were:
*

They cut the h&ekberry, the elm and the poplcr teader shoots

and fed them to .their stock to keep then, a l ive and they cut

up the sycamore "to rm fee" syrup, and tea, .'.'her they were hunt-

ing 8nd VrouM k i l l _a d6'#r find ,have no way o cooking, they

would clean the puunch, cut up the meat in chunks and put

thesa inside the launch'. They would then build a f i r e be-

two stakes a^d overteks f i r e , auauended from a i>ole
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connecting the two. .stakes, they would place the paunch"

containing' th§ meat .and this cas kepi turning ebntimially

until i t was cooked* Someti&es meat was fried on a rock
< • Jt

that liad been heated over or in a f i r e .

Bread was fried on- two sticks over the fire or cooked

on the hot rocks as well as ba&ed iii Jhe hot ashesJ. x

Ttis Indians^would ro l l a fish in auid or eiayj P^t i t '

/in the hot ashes and when cooked the skin came of it v»ith

the baked mud or clayo The sinew weed wcs used/to imke

thread.'' This grew here arjiLafter peeling off the bark the

body of the weed couM bê  separated into very fine JBireads <

which are very strong end durable. The bark is white' end

the plant grows about t»o feet high.. " i:

Indian greens was another "f^of greatlj' appreciated by ,

the Peoilas* These grew two or three feet high and had a

square stem &tsd l i t t l e tender shoots protruded at the leaf

In those days , fa ther helped to make c&ny coff ins* ?

When one was needed they cut a log the length re iu i red .which

wes barked and then, spae-5 s u f f i c i e n t for the I - i y wsg thsn

hollowed out in* the l o g . . / .
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In the early days a-HSoldieĵ  cam* throi

reservation here ard was taken aick and di(

• • • . • • • • • * V -

the Peoria

Father

helped to make Jais coffin a id , with dihorsjc* the t r i b e ,

buried him in a grove near Spring River. posy'aiorksd e

hickory' t ree ate the head of the grave wit a ;aarks tl:iree

feet from the groura^e.d a chinkapin oak i t the foot of tha

grave near the ground* Later, some of f ic ia l s et^ie froia

Washington looking for th i s grave, s a y i ^ that the aa^ had

some valuable papers m t h him* Father.'/snt v/ith their arjd

searched-' for the grave but ine -^~rked trees had ose.

destroyed • < .j -i- '<*'• *
/ :

Another incident that I haw hea/rd my father t a l l

lau^i. about was an old custom that af ter the d&Tth'-G? an

Li&ijBButhe body could not be buried u u t i l some one ?/ould

tell

that

of ecce good leed doue by tho decetised or

he excelled i n . An old man

hing/that he had done/or excelled .in

they were s t i l l

if they ;;i.ew o1'

; on© dsy an

holding the body and asking ^

anyl

old I lady came. They a4ired h"er i f she Xiiev aiiVt ing f?ood of

the deceased a d sh© oskod to see the body and when, she pat?

who i t was she repl ied, "He was a good smoker'u He was buried,
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Another incident that Father liked to r e c a l l , happened

after tho .Peorias had heen here some years, One day, a

white family drove in looking for a place to lease* They

came to Uncle John Charley1 i place and he told tnein to ^

come back the next Wednesday, t h - t he thou^it thtst 5ie>, could

fio3. a place for t h m , - Before time for their re turn he
. 'f -'

gathered up tiirkey feathers f:nd vande o l r rge ;head-dw'^>

smeared h is face with tft£x©d peint from thef redroot. ard

some yellow clay, dressed hinself in sorje old beaded cloth-

ing f'.idj armed with a huge tomahawk, waited for tlperi "oy the

side of ths road, concealed in some bashes. Vthenf they were

even with hirr. he sprang to the road Titli k wild Foil- brand~
/ / ~ I

ishing his tomahawk* The fanily l e f t a s / f t s t aa thei r iipraos

would travel 5md nover returned and Uncle Jolui jnevBr^tiKed of

laughing over h i s 'Wild Indiar Stunt ' ' ,

WILD

the Peoria.s f i r s t came to th i s sta-oe most d>t the _,-%

load that was the i r s waa an open p ra i r i e , wijth only/& " l i t t l e «;

timber along Spring Biv^r cud l e s s along th«£ saalli^r creeks.
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Today there i s $ growth of youcg t isber.or<sr e l a r g e »

of i t which;has cha-aged the lo> &8 of ths country' T$ry nuch*

There were some dear Lure - not nair/j hut eve.-: then

the Government d id not a l lJw you to k i l l t ^a \ oxco^t- a-^or

cer ta in cond i t ions . Thoro T...S ^ &.-.&£• l ie ! ; -^ f>-.̂  fvc". o-rr

borhyard and I h^ve sau.. qui te a ^"sr cone her« vu t^ r never '

t r i ed to k i l l one. Wild hogs &A-1 ^ i ld tur?cars trer» p l e n t i -

ful as were a l so th8 p r a i r i e jshickena? .the sqt i i i re) , e t c .

IOHHIAGK.

. Many years ags s rt'ie pa ren t s of a youn^ squr.w der^Rfled

paymerit for t h e i r daughter , ' so marLy ponies or b l anke t s ,

e t c . , and t h i s condiAty£on had to bo :aet by tlie nar.*s

bofore the marriage-/ ?!J.s changed l a t e r s:«5 whsr th'e raission-

a r i e s came among ^ i r people, they begcr. to mnnrj th^K: !.r

the i r p

One of the old mairia.ge«3 tl'ict 1 reraer.ber was wh*r Uncle

Jerry flubbard, the old Friends -dasioxnrj^' ;.T r r i ci an old nan

named Fish a t -n Brush Arbor a t a Bioetii^ a t the old KJ

nsar Ottawa.
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THE NiZ -'SHOES.
/

While the >'ez Perces were held i n t h i s county they

were camped on Sprir,^ River r.ot -far froni ray fr-ther'r plnce

and he took a great interest in wato*"-'IP: th«rr-> v:s they did

so many th i rds ir, K d iffers i t way fron. our " y- TaQ"

\iere an iadustrious people and made many'things vfhich t^e"

would take them to the nerrby ho^es end t ry te> tr^'^ for

things ths t they d i i not have. They raade H basket out of

the buck-T a3k and willow reeae, also large carved vfood^n^

jars aiul much beaawork*

In the spring, when the barls/would s l ip efl'Hily, they

eould select the i r t ree rmd ^put i t ascl then carefully

the hark find sei? the ends together. This vwj woterproofed

and theit across the center to hold the sides {ijjprt they

put 8 pole to iaske i t ; as ?/ide as they wmted i t .
/

Their fish hooka were made of bone, shnped by placing

them in the fi^e end shaping then while tLey were hot . Also

they would cut a hole in the Ice and spear the fish but one

of the things siost recarkebie was once wher. there w&s only
an- . . . . • .

about an eighth o i / inch ~>f ice on,the r iver and they wanted
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to cross was to see them cut for each person two ^olcs

each about ton feet long ziA theii5 holding oue pole in

each hand, ard with the other held iu position between >,

their knees t:»d their fcet? they would'sU-rt across thin

thin Ice slid t»Uc? len^ti of tLe i>oiew kevt t..s^ f i c ; break-

ing through*

To m&ke their bows they v.ould bury their -Liel-iui^

poles in the cot-ls un t i l the outside of the poles charred r
w o u l d ' % • ,

and ther/ecre^e off the charred ^<orticv.. This \.H& re^et.tcd

until the pole bec^ie" the si^.e wonted *> id i . th i s waj' blio

soocl was seasc-'vju At't'^e s-oi^ t i \e«

They wo'uld hollow out & rousi bowl v-t of rock ad

then another th&t ?/ould f i t iita t l a s c.e &:-d bo twee a M^

two bowl? they would griui their ^ora md atliex ^n.ir.c.

The wan^n, dressed ia short, f u l l , rU ,on--tri. aed ukirt.3

end moccasins with e bright bl^ui:et or si<i/r;l r̂* "and thair

ahoulders and their ixL.'̂ ci liuir worr. loose .r«J biU'ehendoC

were a familiar sight tw any of the rusichbors ^r ueer. i a

the s t ree ts of nearby Seneca? One poulS drive a £or>d bur~

gain with them for bright colored ,ribbons.
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When the f i r s t raembers of the Hez 'Peroe tribe di<sd .

after thfcy came here they wrapped the'/bodies in% ei.ther - ^

deer akin or blaiiicetj sewed th©a in ^M tlxen either n?rt

than in the fcvkJ of a tree or !iu;>> thes fi»o:rj o.ie. •. If

they could 'find <. holloa tree tiie boiy ^r,uj J be placed in

the hoiloT? Mivi sef.'l<-.i in hers» As 301? . c t;-oir prnct'ce

was reported they trare con;:elled to bury in 't£e ha;?ed c; ffins

made firoia logs the a& ê .-a the rest of the Inriinrs, ' Theofcft
on • .̂  • "

principal bussing place ie one/the Stoned PL.co,. o^ -h

ml'le noiT-v of S^iia:;River.

( i^ te r they .c& ĉ. here the "ez Perees-ciisevered c cere

in the £ide of a bluff on Spring River south cf the ~:i£-

Kaife lTord(that ^ s vcxry hard to gr>t t a .a well ectioatJLed

and here-they hid HVHU/ of their holor.^Lis^ Aic!i were found

man̂ T years after they were gong from hers, by two ngnbera of * .

tL "orie Tribe. I t i s also aaid tn&t -ju/qy ye^rs before •

this ?n old Indian had lived in fcliis Oh.70 and i t was

called the "Old l.idiau I.efugc". , \ .

Cave Spririgs is about four and a half .milee so'.tlwest

oi1 Peoria on Sprii\g Iiivac -ufi a li'dle northeudt of Kic-Knife

Fort, This water arouisd the raouth of the cev.e ha^ boen
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damned up &nd aow/is quite a fishing resor t t id thu v,c.ter

ig so'very colfl that i-t i s , impossible to stay in i t even

iu th© WHrmbst •*&•'\:h*ir. 'Phis water- c<>urye ^ac beer.
. . V f,

traveled by ^--.ts IV-r obo t riixtj feet buc> i. tc the Ciivo

bu-t raeai-'havfi j,o to br̂ ok tht'-.^fl". thv,- jt;assa^e vv;c '.diet; .isi

in soiheptaces i t is V. »:«rr-j\t t5 ? t 3rou h?-ve tc cr*.-vl» I t

is 'evidently {.n old writer i^tiruc,
• • * *

!2he Old Spanish V-tvks are iu tliis JK r t of the couaty

and' are about five rdlefj i. r th of 3enecj£. on the old 3enebu-

Peoria Eoad, These were supposed to be old coy^T r:ines

but isith the com4\ ~ of Vv- Indip.^ to f i i s 4<y/antrv* a1} 'jhat

time they were sc badly caved in tiv.t n^txia-j coul.i ue

learned eboui; ths^ and ?bout the cal ' tn-ccs t'.'-t cr... \>z'

today ore a few nid^shaft holes -Vout t-x~. foot ~cross

which go s twi^ht . dow-. ?• ways ?,;id thcr. tur:* :-1 r i^h t • t;loo.

There i s a.', old Indian Battlegi^oand sf.n: three or tcA>

miles east and «/;th of '-^orir l.v.t tMc is TIC. ryv^rgrnfrr
« . -

with timber^ai^ ia todfy jast ?i hillyj^.rou;,h pice- cf tiiubur,

With snsall mounds^and holcp that hove been inade rio^tly bj?

prospectors•
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Anothor cave on SprJ.tig River-, just south ; .*& w«st of

• the oJUa King Ford oast of l ; t t a i t i s t\pQut hiU'-w/'j W} tho

side of the stsep bluf J'« Thi£- i s about seye \ty~five feet

ftroiu the ground <:;£ abvut the s; r.c dist^mcelf^i!') tTie top

of 4tho bluff. At one ti:.£ tl.ore .r «J s. p- *i»-"l£'''i r 1.

the liiouth but these *'ccl;s h:.ve cm,"bled IT*! fallen P.isi to -

day there i s ao rvty, to reccl: i t . 7r^'Utior» is thr-i t ' . is

was a hidiiig pl^ce cf the JMIC3 ""cys 11"1 t ^ ' t their Initi-'le*

are to be fo\.:i(i crou:A>i ila iaoutn# «•

South of our bone about; ,. half r i l o i s 'inothoT- ol^

battleground • The turi-'.l rounds .ire »-. t> e rdl - ' f -- ' i l l

qiid behiad these aounds ths Imi^us" •wculd Mde ' /I n-ioot

those î ho Qasa divuiid the '-ii l l . ?hib ^ilX in v-v •>--.rr^o6

by tiiaber, t l s c . On cf :.::. childhood r.crorit.^ i« cf :

groat herd oY sh^-op ot. t i c h i l l s be tree - OUT- hovx. «ni

^axter Spricgc, Kr.iisr.s,. Jn the ear3y days 'o w>ulcl '. ;

pass them and see the SLoer ei ther l^'ir^ or grrz.t*-g o-r the

side of the h i l l ' t h e y luclccd just UKo- l i t t l e TOVXA white

mounds. They belorgcd to r.n old ^ n ?»t Ba-^ter Strings nsiaed

Riokstraw. One day I wus passing his house '»nd unnted water

for u$r team and he charged ne 50cf for two buckets of water.
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.* The Peoria Indians/have always been rlgm£?>oeful. they.
/ • ' ' ? •

have even been kuowy to Bteal people frGurotlfer "tribes onfi

from the white p«o.?lo.. I t i s said of both the Poorias end

the Quapawa VayS, they atiae p. blacksmith fro^ the white

aett lars. Thej' ne3ded Ms ser~.̂ .or»s, ao t'fw^ M B . I t is

also said that the ^o r i a s stole n negro *jjî  i - ijnAi'-n"

which they brouFh-f with them to Kansas a*d kept him here

until his deatb. Ji?r 'ifhite was « lexicon stolei1 by the

Ottawas. * • * • [ ' •

&aong my pri^ea possessions i s rqr father's patent

issued by r>enj«inin"Harrison, to H/ih-pe- îonr-wt'̂ , or Thosjas

Peckham, a nember of the V,i3a> Peoriaj' Kaskfskita and the

w Trifcas un^er tbe d; te of Febrwr*-. IJYvV.

of t r i t e l n ^ ^ a j ^ . the Pcv<-rj>s are cs Lied -nt

this Indian uffitc, 'the I-ost 'Tribe". *-h© ii.r.-c-? Durant

was the Indian'itgoTit} he had o eonplete record;, but when

ho left thu office hn'tof?k <̂ 11 the records wlt«-. )iin mil we

hnve EO records except the f c th»t i.y rather ke-'t, <• d̂.

they are not complete* Many persons s t i l l cone to Itother

£\Dd me^fbr dates that they think w« ha-ve- ^atner died at

the old ho.-ie, December S?? 1915.


