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, Augusta H. Custer,

- ! Interview »ita I. £, Paulk, |
Calume$, Oklahoma. ' _ ﬂf’ '

1 came Trom Missouri to Miami, Indian Ter itory,
in the opringrof 1899. That was the windiest year I
.ever saw end I have }.ivad in Oklahome ever singe ‘that
“ffma. Those who planted wheat had—it’blown'riéﬁtiéﬁté
of the ground. -The roads were not very good, I'll |

admit auﬁ those running east and west were, in places,

r % +

piled full of loose sand. Gf course, since there is ,

moro plowed ground there is more loose sand to blow,

«% 2 " X )

ﬁbut the wtnd has always blown; scme years more’ than
N

LN .

others.
We went from Miami to near Geary, Oklehoma. e had
two covered wagons. I drove mules and Father drove the

hqgsos. Yle qugkgn-the road two weeks. #e.were in no
% ~~ ~e T . o
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hmyry and were e;xjoying the trip overlend, Started lote
in the mornings and cam_pcd" wﬁen we f&n& a good place,
¥e were dxriving a}ong batween Vi;xita end Aiv‘ton anﬁ

I was ahead. There was & mud hole in the road. I :'!.Qoiced
the plsee over ami(drove st&igh’é ‘bhl’(}ug?.z the wnter and
md. Fether saw what I hed done and wa_s‘;gsurprf_xsed that
I dit} not get stuck in the hols. The tracks around ti'nere
ehowed that some had been going to.ome side or }ihe other,
o 'avoid the center, Fetl_iar decided- t‘na"b, he would ';3 W
one side and stay out of sorie of the mmd and vsa;ber. I
.loéked back to see how h;was coming axd saw that the side
of the roed toward tns whter was much lower thau he had
expected and the wagon had turned over or 1%s "side,. in |
the waé;r. This alone would not hdve maft'e?ed so much

_ b /Mother who wed riding with him had- fslle- a‘?ﬂ  had a

| ,IZ:ken her collar-bone. ¥e could have gotten & doctor at
Vinita, I wanted her to have a doctcr, but she would not
snd the bone was never set. Hér shoulder hss always droop-
ed from thet fslls I had wanted Mother to come on the
$rain and meet us at El Reno but she did not want to 8o

when we came on up this way she ceme in the wagon with us,
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I was twenty/Fears old at that time and bought - a

'relim;'uahment fron G, S+ Pearl, about $f0ur‘b36.n miles’
south of where Geary is today. I live;l there msuy
yeers and_sold it end bought the place where I am today.
. . There were plenty of _,quail, rabbits, coyotes and
"wildeats when I came heres There are plenty of rabbits
and some coyotes yete I was d;:-iviilg along ‘e road near )
a cenyex, wien I first came here, and sew two deer. I
d4d not try to harm ‘ohg%. They were the only ones 1

ever saw in %his state. °

A cyelons in 1912 kille& three people near Calumety

-~
p-7N

it did not damage us any. . ,
Yy mbiher and f.ai.her were q:ui;e Peligious end did not
approve of us_going to dances. When I waé twelve years
old, my brother and- sister were going to a party et &
s&hool house., It was called an oyster supper and dance,
I asked Daddy if I could go along. ile gave his consent.
They were short of wen at the pexrty tﬁat night and coaxed
me to take a mumber and dances I did not know very much

about dancing tut I menaged to get around fairly well,
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I had supper and Tinished the nig.t. fipen I had slept

and thought 1t over, I cried and thought that i had com=

mitted the wupardoneble sin. They rever gt re to dancs |

any more.
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