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Field Worker's name Ida B. Lanl^ord

Thi-s report made on (date) September 20, 1937

1. • Name Isaac Pankratz

2, Post off ice Address 'Cordel l , Oklahoma

3. Residence address (or loca t ion) ' Route 1*

-4_ DAT2 y? "^THr;I: ' nth August Day g Year

5. Place cf t i r t h Lana Crown, Russia

6. raae of Father Peter rankratzV— Place of' birfi Russia
— , — , ^ — • • • • - »

Other informati-n -iro-it fa ' l - j r Preacher

Name nf ' ,ther Elizabeth lo&rton place of b i r t h Russia

Other information ab^ui; r . j the- Housewife

Totes or complete na r r a t ive by ^he ' f i a ld worker deal ing with the-
l i f e and story of t!.e person interviewed. Refer to Manual for
suggested subjects and auc»Pticns. Continue en blank sheets if

••• necessary and a t tach firmly to t h i s form. Number of sheets
; attached
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Ida B«. Lankford,
Interviewee,
September 20, 1937.-

An Interviev; with Lr. Isaac-Pankratz,
ft.R.I, Cordell, Oklahoma.

L came from Newton, Kansas-, to Cordell, Washita

County,- August 10, 1892. My father filed on land, -three

miles east-and three<miles north of Cordell.

Our first house was^e tent and later we built a sod

hpuse. . .

We sodded our land down with kaffir corn anc cojrn and

also put in some wheat but not very much for the first *ew

yetrs. We hauled our kaffir corn to El Reno and pot 15 cents

a bushel, wheat was 40 cents a bushel; we got 3 ce-ts a pound

for hogs killed and dressed and would have to pay 60 cents

for a large sack of flour. We' could get a good pair of over-

alls for &0 cents and a pair of, shoes for 75 cents, and we

wore our shoes only when there was snow on the ground.

We went to school at Skelly in a sod house that Mr,

Sege'r built for the Indians. Later Mr. Seger built a large

school at Colony for the Indians.

The Inditns were our friends and the best friends we

had. $hen they wanted something to eat, I never turned them
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down * The Inai an men' woul d never work, except to r i de

a horse somewhere to get something, ' 'for- the -Indian men-

loved to r i d e , they v;ould r i d e any kind of a horse i t

iuade no -difference how v/ild or teme the-, horses were..

The Indien scuawB wou^d have to ' cut the rood and Go.

everything el'se t : i 8 t*was to be done. r

• •" lilr, Seger did a g rea t work for the Ind ians end'

helped to teach and educate them i n ' t h e r i g h t way if

l i v i n g . . • ' . ,

. Mr. Seger was a smart man", he found the, spMng on

my f a t h e r ' s p l ace t ha t was^minerel water and people

would cotie from fa r end ne&r to drink t h i s water , f'r.

Segpr did1 love to. coiae. vi th l a r g e crowds to use the

water from the we l l .

I am sanding you a formula of t h i s mineral water

together with sone testimonials es to i t s value; .

I remember many times that we folks woula not

have an "thing to eet , so -etir.es we would :.eve to live

only on kaffir corn breed. There were quite e few folks

wno hac to leeve their claims because they comd not get



• * 162

PANICR/-.TZ, ISAAC INTERVIEW* 8576

enough to eat. We surely had nsrd tines then) my father

wes a preacher and would give food to other people jast

.t.s long &3 we 'rfcd a iDite to eat.

Fes freighted soi.e from £1 Reno for I.'r. H. D. Yo ng •

v.ho managed a grocery store et old Cordell. 1 had a

wagon'with rour oxen and 1 voulc pu-t flour on tne varon

as high"as we could get i t and when we would get to the

South Canadian tfiver, i t would be "up" and'we would heve

to unload tne flour, carry i t on bur becks across the

river, and dr^ve the oxen across,then reload-the flour on

the wagon. That i s the wey we would pay for our groceries?

fiflere -ere thirteen of us in our family and i t took lots to

feed us.

The roads we're jus,t t r a i l s 8nd the only stop we had

•between old Cordell and El Reno was "Old Stage Cainp" about

forty miles froia oldCordells L'eny tines re would,be

thresfenec -y wild beas's such as lions end bte.rs* there

were many of them inv"Devjls Canyon" end they'would make

o.;r oxen break loose but vnen* a man would fire a gun the .

v?iId^^sts .would run away. While on our freighting t r ips

sorceti. es there, would be- same of the worst blizzards end
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and we wculd- a l r .os t f r e e z e i n our camps. >.

I have seen snakes on.Yfsshita River fifteen feet

long and hov theywoulc1 ra t t le when a person vo'tld get

close to them'. The snakes then were nearly el l r e t t l e -

sneves with just e few.of .other kinds.

""hen prairie fires vould break 3dt, we would fight

the :"ir-'s; the Indians always said "Don't run froir, the

fire, ran through i t , because there i s :.o horse' thet

c^^lc o itrun a prairie f i ra . V The hor.ies vouloNxirn

en everything else people had ,and people voald pet on

their horses end ride to Gifferent places, trying to wcrn

cti.ers but sor eijines the fire vouid be?-.t' them.,

'Those were' ewful times but I vrish I could live th">?e

aey-s over again and help build up another country and

Î air. really proud of old Washita County, that 1 helped to

bail.:. «v

!?e had school for three'months end soke' of the

teacr.ers cou-ld r.ar.dly read or write, nov we _h-ave fine

schools, school biildings end- good teechers.
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I want to t e l l you of the big fish.fries we

v/uld have. A crowd of us, sometimes fifteen or twenty

farrllies would gather and go to the Weshita River and

would get the Inditns to let us seine in the river ne? r

tLeir land. T.e would soiietines get a wagon load of

fish -caa re would divide the :ish with'the indiens'snd

so.etin.es ve-would take our breed, grease end skil lets

err'd fry our fis:. on the river, then would esk the Indians

to eet *itr us. This woulc please the Indians and in this

way we would lr&zze friends with then.

The Indians then wore their hair long and wore blank

but after the experiences with Lr. Seger the Indians dres

like we white people did. ,

I well rer>- r.ter "when my father and mother cene v.ith J

of us- children, a family .o: thirteen, from Russia to New-

ed

11

/On,

"'arises, then to ' e s h i t a County. /Not one of c^uid speak

English, and we had a time l ea rn ing . ! y fetiier r.ad to fe-- rn
" . /

sh first as he hed to freight for !;. D. Young so fe

helped hin. I

v.hen we cer.e r.ere Cloud Chief wt>s the county sjefet of
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Washita County and they had a cottonwood courthouse

end l a t e r i t was i^oved to .Cordel l and then t he town

began to grow and buil-d. H>D. Young had a s to re , - Dave

Smith put i n e s t o r e f e wagon y t r d went i n and miie

Sfcloons were b u i l t and th ings kicked up. Teonle began

to p lant more v,heat and c o t t o n j a t the opening of the

Str ip folks d i d n ' t th ink co t ton voul'd grow i n Oklahoma.

Wheir~we ra i sed co t ton v?e would naul/ i t to El'.Reno or "

Vernon, Texes_,to have i t gin.ied and then we would s e l l

i t : or 5 cents a pound. I have been gone as long as two*

weeks with a ba l e of cot ton . S xnetiines the r i v e r s v.oulc be

"upn and I coal: not get across or the old cold bliz/ards

v.ould blow so Lard 8nd the weather v.oald-be so cold that

v>e would nave to camp and buil/3 big log fires to >:eep

'ron freezing to death. /

I'ote; This is 8 copy of the /pernphlet about the veil:

This well promises to ; become one of the ..ost nt«fced -

/
in the United States, the, Waters of which rai l cure Hheume-

tisn, Sidney & Bladder Troubles* Liver Complaints, Nervous-

ness, -iliousness, Loss 'of Appetite, Constipation, Chronic
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Disease etc. Following is the Analysis.

APPEARANCE? Colorless and.very slightly turbid due

to magnesiunbend sodium chloride, very

slightly alkaline^

r-IKU'.ITY "" 0.0200 greiis per l i t e r , or 1.16 grains
per. or 1.16 grains per gallon.

Total non-volatile solids 9274. parts per million.

Silica 244. Iron & elumini'r si l icate 34.4
Iron and >.lu:.dna 100. Bicarbonate of calcium 22.4
Calcium 821.6 Sulphate of calcium, 2766 .2
Magnesium .' 220. . Sulphate oT :.Bgnesium 572.2
Sodium 2151.8 Chloride of magnesium '414.7
Potassium trace Chloride of sodium 5462.5
Sulphates 2410.
Chlorides -, b620. Total salts S282.2
Sicarbon&tes 24.4
Puospxiates trace

TniB-• -vfŝ &p-Jfco _be classified according to the government
method i s ^ W r l a t e d and sulrtated saline water. The cheracter-
isti-e>V\î s%ance present ere the magnesium, the sodium, the

chlajti^sf and the sulphates. This v?ater would be useful
••meeijŝ nally as a laxative end purgative. I t would also be

.'.̂ s'ed to advantage in obesity, dropsy and in many cases of
"kidney diseeses.

*:A::SAS CITY TESTITIO LAR-RAT?RY.

IF I^REST'.D, WRITi: TO THE PROPRIETOR, ISAAC PAirrRAT7 .
CORD-01, OUAHCI'A. " ^

3 miles east and 3 miles north of Cordell Water shipped to
3 miles eest^end 4 mi-les south of Bessie any p a r t of United

States.
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Drink daily from 5 to 10 'glasses according to how
it affects you. Take a glass warm before breakfast.


