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Field Worker: Grace Kelley
April 20, 1937

OLD TRAILS By Minde Geer Herdin
Henryetta, Oklahore

The tlecNec Traeil went from hls place northeast of

the old Fickor: “round to EKenryetta, pessing fﬁe Hickomy
‘ Ground, over Hugh Henry Hill at Third Street to Okmulgee. -
A branch went from Yenryette to Okemeh.
Turkey Ridge Treil from Colfevville %o llowata,
Talala, Tulsa, crossed the Arkansas River, 3edfork, Sa~
pulpa, Beggs, Okmulgee, Nov Town (Nuveke), made & bend
eand joined the !‘cNac branch between Henryettz and Okemah.
Tnere was one from Arkensas City to the Sac and

Fox agency.

Another from Pawhuska to Pawnee to Ponca to Strcud |

h)

end went a little east of Stillwater.
A Spur of the Ozark Treil went from Bufaula to ]
iluskogee end Fort Gibson end Tahlegueh. N : ,/
AcDermott & Spokogee Treil was from Weleetke to /
Dustin. He had 8ll kinds of treils joining othe£ TraiLé.

One went from Weleetka to Fufaula.



HARDIN, MINDA G. INTERVIEW

~

271

. $4F3
McTERNMOTT RANCH.

McDernmott wag 8 large rancher which ~esnt he head
severz) renches--one was close to Tufeules, Fe would move
his cattle from one ranch to the other when the grazirg
would be better than the other.

WARFIELD STORE.

When I sew this old store it wasn't in use. 1y
fether end I were pescing it end he told e it was the
first store in the Creek Netion or Indian Territory. It
vag near Salt Springsléggfre Salt Creek erptied into Skull
Creek, Skull Creek was ; bettlefield but I don't remember
anything sbout it. ) This wes righ* close to the Sec ané )
Fox Nation, but not in it. I've been et the Sac snd Fdé;g-
egency many times. That is rough and no ferming ground;

There was anogger stoi;/exactly where the Rosen-
wall gchool now stands. /

VARY BRGESS. |

She belonged to the Liféle Cussehta Church but I

canzt rememnber fhe town, though I 4id know. She was &

wonderful womsn; when the Tndien women would core to church
L}

she wouldhave them to quiit, sey}kﬁitj piece quilts, cook.



- 3~ 5483

A

She would get them to come and then teach them how to do

. these things. 1I've been there and watched her as well as

/

/

helped. (I remember this, G. X. ) ’/
MASONIC HAIL. /

You must remenber that daddy was s doctor end I

went with him in the esarly deys., That is mhy so meny of

/

what I tell sbout pgzgshim ihcluded. !
Ve were coming from Tahlequeh end I don't re-
member exactly where it was but we were going west. A
storn came and we stopped there and qémped and ate dinner,
He said it was the oldest Msasonic Téﬁple he ever saw. Sure-
ly you can find somebody older then I am who can tell you
gbout it. I know I saw it but I cen't locate it any better.
HIGH SPRIMNG.
Haskell was north east insteed of north west of

J

Figh Spring. Cap Severs rggch wes between High Spring snd
Okmulgee; the Moore ranci/éas east of High Spring. The
corrals were right egalnst the esst side of High Spring Hill
on the Purkey Ridge Treil, which haes helf a dozen other
nemes.  AY first the shipping was done on foot, they

drove the cattle t/ ugh. Then the railroad came to Red
Fork and they drg%; the cattlé to Red Fork and put them on

the trains. P#;pkin Center school is now near the hill.

/
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There is a little old town (oil) at the east end of the hill.
Dgring the Civil Wear a battle was fought there and there are
& lot of holes on it where people have dug for fhe money
that was supposed to have been buried there. (Those Indians
wouldn't fight on either side.)
.CIVIL WAR STORH.
v.“wwgiah Bar?ett (the father of the rich Jackson Bar-

nett) was talking with father and T was 2llowed to listen to
themn, He told tnat he was one cof QOpuithli Yahola's follow-
ers and of his experiences.

Bill MeMillin of Osage, Xansas, showed e the grave
of the Chief and told me that he journied with him,

Jinmie Pelmer told me about how he and his wife,
Mery, started té the Indien Territory end had to stop at
Missouri, When he heard ebout this he joined Price's
aImy.

Pepa and K. . Geer told it to me but they are
ell dead snd I wasn't born. I don't knowlif the office
would say I knew it or not. ,

HBIGH SPRINGS AND OPUITHLI YAHOLA.
High Springs %as'where the High Council was held

before the Civil War. Food was sent up the river on boats

- for the Indians and Oxen wegons brought foocd to them.
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Later freight wagens from Kansas brought food, cloth and
money.

There were building there besides the Indiaﬂ
Campsﬂ There were no shipping corrals then. These
supplies were just received when the Blue jackéis came %o
teke their food, horses &n¢ things from them, They
buried their money and denced to settle the ground.

Opuithli Yahols hed just come there with his

people snd they had an awful fight. A lot were killed.

He left with ﬂis 0ld men, women ¢nd children. He got
to Tulsey Town znd & lot of tha@ were drowvned in th%
river after he nhad hed & battle ;itg the Confederate
Indians. The Indians of Tulsey To;ﬁ fec them and when
their food gave out they went with him; walkgd, 8016
were barefooted. He and part of his followe;éxgst to

.
Osage, Kansas, and that was where he took sick and Bied

and was buried. Others of his followers. went to Mis-\\
souri. All that lived came back td %he Indiaﬁgerritory
when it wast;afe to do so.

£t the beginning, he, john Ross and Stan »atle
were at Council and took hsnds that they would.stay out

of the war as it was none of their affair but John Roés
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and Sten Watie didn't stand by their ppomise. They

tried to stey out of it bhut couldn't,
STARR 1'AIL BOUTE.

Baob Galbreath of Tulse, ] think that is hovw to
spell his neme, first had the Poney Express, end then the "

Sterr Mail route; from Tulsa he went west-but I con't Fnow
where.

I've seen tre loeded nonies. One wes gscdled-
to ride~--one would be leé with saéks of meil tiec on it.

/
MARSHALS.

Eeck Thoras was & marshel in 1907, George Clay
%as a deputy marshsl in iéoa and lived on Sslt Creek,

BAID PRIT™S,

About two mmiles up the river from irbeca Rridge
on the south side of the river, there are ali sizes of
hand prints.on roék. I cen hunt np e piedure I have if
they went ii. a 2ittle way up the river is o cement
post in the river. * scross the river end & little north-

’

west 1s 2 high point, Belle Starr lived on top of that

point. A creer ceame on the south side below her house,
meking a desp ravins. A rock with three fieh cut on it,

twb‘wifh their tatls tfffhe river, the other Led its head
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toward river, About one mlle from there southwest are

two cement posts similiaer to the one in the river. This
is south and eest of Levi Pickering's old pasture, Leav-
ing this point and going southeast tere is a low g}ace‘
in the ground on the right hend side. Coing down this
bank is & large flst rock. You have to go down to this
low plece.  Some fish are cut in it. 3till going across
east about fiftv feet there is a thing thet looks li%e a
vault, en o0l1d cement thing with a crack, merkg anG nenes
on it, on top of it. We tied 2 rock on & string and
dropped it down in the crack. I don't believe it hLasee
bottom=--at 1§§st we couldn®t get it. This &8 apQut~tw9
riles south/;f the old Henryette Pump Stetion, in ;hé

bend of tgﬁ river, and close to Taledegia Town.

Moccasin Tracks. -

, Straight esst of Sspulpa there is e hill thet is

/

cut off like a cliff. There are evary size tracks running
—-

. west from the edge of this cliff towsrd land, like they h&d
come: from the air. Some of them are cut in two by the
cliff edge. It is rock now, but, looks like it would look

1t 1% were mud; their toes argrdus in like children's

~
J

tracks running-in mud.
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Exciting Times.
We, father and I, were cemped near Claremore,
close to an arbor where they were ggjjng a big camp rieet- /5

ing, with a lot -of conversions. While they wefeabrayihg —

the marshel ceme in and arrested the preecher who was ,

4
’

charged with the murder of his wife anc children in ///
Chicago. I wasn't there, but was camped close. (Ildéﬁ't

relember the nemes) I was so scared thet we decided to go
: Vs
/

bgck to Tulsa. ‘ /’

¢

On the wey back to Tulss I got scareﬁ/worse than
. /

ever. Close to Tulsa the road made a cirglé near the
" river, where the bridge }s now. Ve heird shooting and
father side trackeé from the rosd. (We didn't want to
get into something that was none of our tusiness.) A
gang was coming down the rosdé and the marshals were so @
ciosé to them thet they took ?9 the river. The mershels
ghot and killed one in the river. I don't know if that
waS'fhe onlylone hurt or / t. Ve went ®n to Tulsa. That

/
vas the Green Gang. Qpat was in 1896,

Claremore Springs.

‘They were,/just springs in the ground. lr. Shot,
a Cherokee, lived thers.

Tulsa Springs.

There was a big spring close to Tulsa caslled Allen.
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wo camped %here, but I cen't rememher how to locate it.

Two Other of Daddy's Camps.
(L. H. Geer or Doc Palmer)

We camped at Watsonville. There were three suj-
phur springs on a flat place on a hill. Lizzle Wind'a 
uncle ran the store. Lizzle Wind, Oliver Williems and/
Lumbe¥ Scott remember our camping there, they are living.

Fences.

There was one fence that was several hundred
miles long--President Cleveland made them remove or cut
it. He seid it was ageindt the law to meke people go
apound guch a long way. I can't locate it right now, bu¥
will #ry to remember it and send it in lster.

Another one was about forty miles long, from
where the Muskogee bridée is now to the old Okmlgee Mis-
sion or Orphans Home, a&d turned north. Calahan put it
there. He,wes a relat;ve of Severa and Shields, I be-
lieve through merriepe., Then theyv started bringing the
mail, first on horseback then coach. We didn't call it

a "stage™ coach, but they call it “stage Ooath" now.

Interesting Persons.

Big Ben--Lived on the Arkaensas River and worked

. on the ferry boat near Muskogee, moved seven miles south of

278
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- Henryetta. They were the true copper colored Indian
with no white qQr negro blood in tBem. He saw that his
children had a good education and went to church. I can
gi%e*the names and wha his children merried. Some in the
Chupco familj and others ih.the Indian Rarnett family.

: Yahola? don't remember the first name, a prophet |
~ whose allotmeﬁt was where the t;wn of Yahola is now. His
deughter is Blanch Bean, but I don't know where she lives.
S’ ' gust four years before the Midland Valley rail-
roéd came and cut his sllotment in'two, he prophisied it's
coming in this way. »
He took a stick ané drew a picture on the ground
and the persons around him wanted to know wﬁat he was mekink.

It was & big worm with smoke coming out of iti\head. - There

were holes in its sides and pgople‘had their heads sticking

out of them. He said that that zhing was going t; come

Fhrough khere in sbout foﬁr yaars.'r The§ fhought it would

eat them up.

"Mr. Dill--a Cherokee drugeist, a high type.

Lived>at Talala.
Paul Bibles--The father of the present Paul Bibles,
lived on the east side of the Vertigris River, east of Talala.’

'
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& very religious person who had prayer every day and every-
Body, gservents, guests, and family had to get down oxn their |,
knees at prayer. They were Cherbkees, too, and were
artists, musicians, very intklligent. |
Jim Miller-~-A Delaware Indien. Had beautiful
wavy or curly hair. Owned a ranch between Talala and

Nowata, which joined the Rogers Rench.

Kok ko1 koK



