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‘Interview with .
Mrs. Rachel Eudson
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" Route # 1

Bartlesville, Uklahoma

Mrs. Rachel Green-Hudson was born November 15,
,;873,in Tennegsae,

Pather ~ John Green was born in North Carolins
and is buried in Tennessee. He was a son of a Meth-
odist minister who preaohed in the early 40's. He
followed agriculture on an extensive scale and owned
a large plantation. He was a Union soldier of the
5th Tennessee Inféntry.

lother - Cerelea Taller-Green~Moomey was born in
Tennessee in November,1842, She makes her home with
" the subject of this raview ami is 94 years old.

I came to the Iniian Territory tn 18856 witﬁ my
mother when I waé-eleven years old. e made the trip
from Chattanooga, Tennescsee, to Vinite, Inda)n‘Terrﬁ
itory on the train, and from Viniya to Bartlgsfille

in a wagon. . .
Before we left Chattanooga, my aunt filled a clothes

basket with cooked food for us to eat on the tfain. |

My mother did not seem to realize the extent of the

adventure sha was taking.
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My mother made this great advemture into the

Indian Territory with five children and no money.
When we ariived here we had nothing, no furniture, /
no money and no place to go. The Tndi ans helped
us get settled and set us np in housekeeping. Our
first home was a one room log house, located three
‘miles south of Bartlésville, at the foot ¢f Gircle
Mountain. Thié place was ownoed by Melvin Goodhue,
a Cherokee Indlan. He furnished us five milch cows
and helyed us iz many ways to get started. Mp. Good-
hue was an uncle of President Coolidge. |

—3fy-bpother.—IutherGreen,—dted—in1895—andtwas ————
buried in the St&kes Cemetery, five miles north of
Bartlesville. His body was ferried across Caney

river on Ben Crane's ferry boat. A man nsmed Thayer-

operated the ferry.

I have attended Camp Meetings on the prairie

due wast of Bighth and Cherokee,where the Junior )
Senivr High School now stands. This was the location
of the.William Johnstone ranch home in the early days.
Phesd were undemominational or Union meetings and

usually lasted two weeks. We also attended camp meetings



HUDSON, RACHEL GRKEN * INTERVIEW 6881 83

w
1

at ,
/Bilver Lake.

Largé boats were run on the lake and our Fourth
of July qelebrations were often held there. We would
dance on the boat and have great times. It wae at one
of these celebrations I fiQst saw W1lll Rogers. His |
mother and sister, who is now Mrs. Tom McSpadden,were
attending t@e celebration with him,

Some of my early day friends were: Flora Goodhue,
Eve Brvin and Caroline Mclain.

In 1889 I married John P, Hudson and we settled

on & farm two and one-half miles north of Bartlesville.

I well remember the TIood In 1898 amd Tt seems—T hsd—

never seen so much water, The water came up.to our darn,

k4
e

but did not get to the houss.

Bill Hudson, my father-in-law, made the run into

 the cnerokee'EEEEE"Eh 1893, on horseback, and Filed
on 160 acres where the town of Perry #&s now located.
My uncle, Matt Bavis,;also made the run on horsseback
and his horse fell on him, causing his deéth.
My aunt, S8arah Moore,made the run in 1889, into
old Okiahoma and secured a claim southeast of Cklahoma

City, at what is now Moore's Station. She was a widow
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and her sons made improvemqnts on her claim and built
a home.,

Julia Johnson, who married Bob Gilstrap, the
waghington County outlaw, lived near us and occasion-
ally staged a big fight, Julia had many rare paint-
ings and dishés iﬁ her home and I recall one day Bob
came home méd and began shooting the pictures off
the wall, and Julia started ther&ﬁ@~dishes at him.
Yhen the fight was finj;gzgf\the room was & wreck.

I was in the store one day with Julia and her
daughter Jennie, and when we returued to thQér home

—Jutie-had stolen several rings and ice wool scarfs.

She was surprised when shs asE?Jennie what she had
taken and was informed she had taken nothing. Julia‘s

mother had reared Jennie and when Jehnie told her

—that her grandmother had taught her not to steal,

Julia laughed and said nothing.

One day Jake Bartles' store was robbed and hia
young son, Joe, followed the robber on his pony and
tried to capture Him, He was spot through the foot
bg the robber, causing him to 1limp for some £ime.

One evening Jake Bartles was returning from a
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only ten cents in hig nocket ‘and this made Bidl mad.
He did not harm Rake, \hx was terribly up-set. Jeke

had $500 sewed in the 1ining of his coat, but Bill
\

~

‘over-locked this. N

My husband had a race horse\énd used to race
it with the other hofses in the vicidity. The races
were run where the Deweykféir ground now‘atands.
I remember one baree that ran against our hdrse wa.s
owned by John Johnson, I did not want my husﬁiﬁg to’
matoh races &nd one day while he was away from home,

—I traded the horse to Jack Shailer for a Singer Sewing

——————

—-Hachine, » ——

The Delaware-0Osage Indian stomp dances and smokes
were held near Post Oak, and would sometimes last &£
weck., -They always served Barbecued beef and were highly

———
%

insulted if we<;§fused to hEE‘%TfE“fﬁEm*“tewis~?iékarw~V—A

was the favorite dancer. These dances are still cele-
brated by the Delaware\ln@ians, on the Halfmoon place ’
near Post Oak.

Jake Bartles had the firstfelephone installed in
this veeinity, about 46 years ago. One nbght a message
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was left ét the store for my hushand, when his father
"o .

wag sertously 11l at Independence, Kansss, and I re-
call the charges were $1,76 for the oall.

We used to live on the "0ld Whiskey Trail™ seven
miles northwest of Bartlesville, on Butler Creek. There
was a cave on this place where the whiskey was made in
the early days. , h

A few years after our arrival in the Indian Territory
my mother married a meh Named Moomey, who was a pros

perous farmer. After their marriage he built a two K
story, frame house where the Young Men's Christfan
Association now stands.-Phis-was considersd a fime home
.1n thbse days. Mrs. Armstrong, mother of Mrs. Carrie
0verleal;a prominent early day character, lived in the
- home north of my mother. This house im now used as
__the Young Woments Chyistian Asscaiation. .

One time we started to Bartlegyille to buy supplies

and espockaliy to buy my husband a suit of slothes.
Then we arrived at the Caney river ford, on the north
end of Délaware avenue, the river was up and my husband
was afraid to oross with the ohildren. I left him with

them and drove the mules across and did the ihbpping.

[}



HUDSON, RACHEL GREEN 1NTERVI EW 6881 B 87

-9 -

"My step~-father would not let me return until evening

vhen the river had receded. When I crossed that moru-
ing the water was to the top of the wagon box, put’ 1
did not realize the danger until.afterward.

When the Santa Pe railroad was completed through

Bartlesvills, in about~1897, we lived on Coon creek,

and the track was near our place. I rimember mjpen the

fi¥st train passed through Bartleswille, my sister

and I olimbed upon a sfraw stack to watch the train

pass our place.

I lived in Coffeyville, Kansas, whenthe street

e ——— rh e S

built part of the line boarded with me. These men
were Bartlesville men, Shorty McGuire and Bill
Stanton, who were old timers,

In 1922 my husband operated a filling station

at 102 Inola in west Bartlesvilié. One night a car -
drove up and honked for service. It was about mid-

night and we were asleep. I dressed and went over

to the station and sold some gasoline to wh;t I

thoughf were éome late travelers, I tﬁought the !

mn was an oil ﬁan and had run out of gas at the

" odge of town, and our station was at the west edge
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ofvtha city and of oouise, the first one he came

to. Bill Custer's (a neighbor)airedale dog weut

to the station with me , and the customer aéf?me

to give him'the dog. & informed him it did not ,
bedang to me. While I was inside getting the ohange‘
for him, he stole thg doge. Iu about two weeks he
returned the dog, and e few days later Al Spencer
was killed., "hen I saw his body I recognized my
friend "the Oil.man," who had bought the gasoline
and stolehthe gog.

COMMENT S ¢

W75 . Hadson has 1ived in Bartlesville and vioinity
since she was eleven years old, and has not onlﬁ
grown up in Bartlesville, but has also grown up
with Bartlesville. She has seen the location where

{

%he ciiy now stands, when it was #arm land and a
cattle ranch. A

Mrs. Hudson states she has seen many hard Bhips
in the. early days of her child hood when her mother
88 a lone woman, struggling in thes unséétled terrr
. tory with five dependéng cﬁ;ldren. She tells of many
experlences'they want through and has lots of respect
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for the Indiansg of this vicinity, as well as the

-9 -

kind hearted settlers who helped them over many .

rough places when they cams to the new country.
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