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Hildred B, MeFarland,

Iaveatigator,
January 17, 1938

Intervisw with Jsmes Hatebel, Jr.,
. Bdmond, Oklehoma.

I do upt know enything whetevar about my parents
for when I wes & c¢hild of four a Mr. Reese #illiams,
who lived on a farm in ¥issouri, took me into his home
and I staysd there until I wes ten y.ars old. During
that time I lesrned to be en expert rider; Mr. Williems
hed given me a horse and saddle, I was large for my
age and often passed for & boy of fifteen,

I never felt that I wes wanted at Mr, Williems'
home, 8o, having the wandering urge, I saddled up my
horse and aterted for the Indien Territory; t}’utvu
in the fall of 1878. It wes cotton picking time end
I was getting shart on funds, so I stopped at Muskoges
and got a job picking cotton, I %8s paid M s day
and board, which included feed for my horse.

I stayed there for sbout two years then secured
e job with the F«F Rainch, with Gaptain Severs, about
forty miles from Muskogee, I waec cook's helper on the
chuck wagon end received $10.00 a month and room and

boerd. I hed to do my own lsundry; I ook my clothes
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to the eresk and bect them on stonee until they were

clesn. I worked fo Captein Severs for sbout five
ysars and during this time I had léarned. to wide fence
and herd cattle,

1 then got & job on the 101 Ranch, owned by Zack
Miller; my job there wes to break in colts eni to herd
cattle, I was there Auring the opening 6f‘oklahomn_
in 1889 dbut was not old enough to file on a claim at
thes time., I =28 &t the sterting line, however, and
saw the mad rush; Mr. Millcr had some siray cattle I
hed to drive back from the sterting line, The criginal
ranch houss and bunk houses still stend om the old rench, -
| There were old buffalo wallows and salt groun&a on the
place and 1 rode over many old sheep and cattle treila,

I wes in the Cherckea Strip when it was opemed but
never filed on a claim, Mogt of the people lived on
kafir corn and turnips.

There was = great epidem;c of smallpox end the
poople died like flies for the dootors did not know
what it was for aome tinme,

When the Creek Indiand burisd their deed they
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always placed tlLeir worldly possessions with them,
such as . tomahawks, beads, war paint, saddles and
gold. Somstimes several hundred dollars in gold
w:8 buried with the deed sud grave robbers would
hide behind bushes until allsthe Indiens were gone,
then rcb the greve.

I knew Crazy Spake and Chief Bacon Rind well,

I heve driven meny thoussnd heed of eatile over
the old Chisholm Trail. Ome night, two other cowboys
and I were riding herd on 1500 head of lonchorns closs
to the Brazos River; we had bedded them_dovm for the
night when & thunder stcrm eeme up. A sudden e¢lep ¢
thunder ste:ted the ea:ttle on a stampede and we were
& week rounding them up egain.
' %hen the Indiens buried money o valuables they
would bléze trees on both sides of the place with
arrows pointing in the direction where it was buried,

I staycd for a time in Iconium, & smell settle-
ment in Logem Codnty, about twelye miles due east of
Guthrie, which is no longer in existence,

I wes driver of e stage cosch from Southwest City,
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Missouri, to Afton, in the Cherokee country, One day I
"was driving along in the hills when a maked man held
me wps, I did not have aﬂy passengers, just the mail
sack. There were several shotd exichanged but I stayed
by the mail saek, The robber shot one of my miles and
that made me mad #0 I shot him bur .did not kill him,
then tied him up and threw hlm/égé stage coach, un-
hitched the dead mule and rode the other one on to the
next stop at Echo where a fresh team awaited me, I
carried the mail sack across the aadhle and I sent
Government men back after the bandit and stage coache
I never had the desire to settle down until 1906,

at which time I was married to a school teacher. We
moved 0 Kansas and I started to ;ork on the Santa Fe
Railrosd; f wrked quite a few years on the railroed bdbut
always had the desire to ride herd on cattle once more,

I am %00 014 now to d¢ anything dbut s{¢t and think

of the happy life I 1lived on the plainse
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