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Interview with Jim Padgett.

Stilwell, Oklshoma, <
¢

Laws and Outlaws.

Mr, Padgett at one time served as deputy’sheriff
in the Cherockee Nation under Ben Knighf?-sheriff of
Goingsnake District. He helped in the arrest of the
two Dunowose boys for killing Wash Le%, a former sher-
iff of the district. Padgett was also a brother-in- °
law to Ned Christie, a famous early day bad man.

According to radgett, Christie was not ngadlman '
as is sometimes called. He was a respectéd‘citizen
at the time he was accused of a killing at Tahlequah.
At that time he was serving as a messénger boy for the
Cherokee legislature., But l;ke many other Cherokees
he was fond of his drink and at the time of the killing
he happened to be drinking and in company with a man
by the name of Parris.
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This was told to Padgett by Ned himself that he was

not guilty of the crime he was acocused ' committing. He
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said th;t he did not know that the maen killed was a
DUnited Statee Marshal at the time.

He and Parris were walking along the small branch
which is now the north part of the town of Tahlequah
when the officer approached thé pair. They were not
-c;mnanded to helt by the officer. The officer fired
three shots at them before Parris answered his fire. In
this fight the officer was slain.

Parris at their arrest turned State's evidence agai?st
Ned and lied wa; wanted for murder. The strict laws of thé
Cherokee Mation and the United States Court at Fort Smith
caused Ned to turn bad. %hen he found out that Parris had
4.irned against him he said %hen that‘he would never be
taken alive,

He kept his word good; finally at last in 1892)he
was killed by a posse of United States Marshals at his
home near Wauhillau,

Padgett was his brother-in-law although he was a

"permitted"” white man. He merried into a Cherokee family.
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Gobagk Christie, a brother of Ned, is

8till living.



