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An interriew with Miss Ruth Parks,
a full blood Delaware Indiaa born

" at Allu-ae, I. T.

L. '.. Wilson, field worker,
Indian ?ione<r History, S-149. •

June 24, 1937.

(T father George Parks a ,d mother,Nancy Wilson now

Parks were b.rn in whet was r̂nown as Indian Terr i tory. Father was

bor~ in 187.5 and died in 19?0. M tb/;r war, ;.^rn in 188' and i s * s t i l l

living. Her gra.idparenst on both sides were bora near the present

town of leavenftarti-. \a:isas and ca-ne to the Indian Territory in

1863 alongwith other members of their t r ibe ani died in th early

part or fhe twentieth century. • ' ^

' MIGRATIQS 0? THE OBIAWARES

Since the settlement of the colonies along the Atlantic Coast,

the Indians of a l l t r ibes have b̂ een grfuiaally forced beck into the

interior and anju.ig these Indians were 'the great-gref t-grandperents

of Misa Paries. (Let i t be understood here t i i t t Miss Paries i s the

only one of her' imed is te family irtr apea^a, the.Delaware tongue r-s

well as. i'Jiglish ar.ri r e la tes whst she hrs been "told by her mother)i

She is Jus t ly hroud of her nat ional i ty because the Lelawares of

which-:she is in direct l ine carne from fenJisylTanif- end i t was her

people who met the ;• ilgriras when they landed on C&pe C >d. I t was

her people with whom William ?enn made a t reaty where the city of

Philadelphia i s m located. *ith the steady influx of migration

from across the Atlantic her people were not forced but persuaded

. by' the white .aan, to nuikft the i r i-bode elsewhere end they began s t tp
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by «ttp to retreat wesWerd, first to Ohio, thence to '"ansae

end their ultimate the Indian Territory ead settled ona oiile

west of the present to*' cf Allude, Oklahoma.

LIFE AND Cqjg!(H3

Unlike the plains Indians, they lived i r the forest ead

ere called forest lnfiit.\s. Their houses were bui l t of bark

and also mouses bai l t -in irTgs.

The Delawer. s lived mfinly by hunting end trapping and

planted s;ii-ll cr;.ps of corn, e t c .

Their detain,., w;;s zu$e of tfnn^d deer hide witn ribbon

work, trisiuaed with beads end otrer ornaments eni t r inke ts .

Theip food waa Cioky.d on open firea end la te r in fii-e - ' '

places. I.>eir x»enu consisted of c .rn breed in various to.w, Kr*

buffelosrfind deer meat, »ild r ru i t r , nuts, er.d ber r ies . They

als. hanted for • i ld gene thf-t ms edible . The grinding -f

* , • '"t i

their corn wts s i n i l t r tr e l l other Indians (iidpt'ajp ead . e s t l e ) . '

They rae-e beats rori trunks of t rsee or used birch end

other b8rk3 tc .TV k : the i r canoes.

In the early d«;ys they t i l l e d the aofA with a crooked

•tick or a hoe niade' cf atone or a lerge she l l , i.fter the J

t r r i ra l of the r i l g r i a s the riPtives ceme into possession i f

horses, and other neel s i t i e s by trading hides end furs with

: the,white nan. They were easily p rsueded. more so than moat

I other-Indiana ana enjoyed being friendly and,eager to adopt

I 4oing things as they observed theta.to a certain extent .
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Tfctir weapons aere bo*n and r r rows, h e t c h e t s , tomahawk*,

and Icnlvea : f atone and htd lencua with f l i n t heads. The source

of the p i a t *uic they us«d %•. ,-Lirtt t he i r faces w&a from a p len t

called i?ft-5con) and med© 6* rod color . Vhey aeldcrn''made wsr on th#

whites bat did wor fre en t ly wit' v;.r.oaa t r ibt-a . e a t t r i b u t e

here thfct t h e i r w»r wit.': other t r i t c a ceased then to n t t be obl#

tc uni te th-vnsol'seB with Lrioos u« Binst the ...Mtt picn' jera. Th©

bo«B *3re ^ede of hickory, fci>is d< -o re , aah - x* o u- r er.o the bow

st r ing rro^i deer sinews. ' ^

The Deiafffcres were a r t i s t i c , "ihe wo^en lov d b t ^ . s

made ueny ar t ic l t ja * i th . them. Ihoy embroidered l e ^ i n g s

&rla" ribbon v?c?r>;

,he 'Deleweros ney r^hif-S^rcho l e f-nci _:':&« at £rV-t©;. leagufige
•-V-,"-

aad do not even tc the prelfr&nt iit.y. "'iss -re»cj» s t a t t s s'<6

not write even e l e t t e r to u<sr wtlier, ES r.er aotner won't

iaglish but reeds by sight, t~eref-r<* s i l en t l y .

rimitivo perplo , &z. wsa the Indiana, -ere su:-< r s t i t l c u a .

The Delowepea R plcc the f ic i t -B d ti%.\ , i i the forest wea
i

! peopled with s p i r i t s aac) the ntretma v?ith ««t©r epr i tea . ^e

heard the ufeet S p i r i t ' * voice in the thuder and l ightning. He

could V>t feth>.n frofn whence cens# t)i« re in , s l e e t , &.:<? snow. The

Delaw&ros know there W&s a 2^rm.e D&ing in ao»e enner although'

they h»d no churcht^a -'ith procchirs cu<3 misaioa&rie» could do

l i t t l e f l t h them because they cliiau tc the i r own belief, finally
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they began to worship here in the Indian Territory in their way.

M&RKIA&S5

Ndt many Delaweres married out ~>: their trit e possibly \

because at that time the tribe did not want to mix with other

tribes. If a Delaware boy ea'i £irl married it *&s arranged by

the parents of both and they sttrted living together without

farther pomp or ceremony.

BURIALo

Si

The Beleware3 always buried their de? d tne sans as today.

Unlike the plains end otner Indians, -tr.elr earthLy oerso «L ef-

fects were not burie- with the-a. /These personal effects were

given to the "ones who pre Bred the body ior burial. This was

his pty/or his services PS we wo.dd call iT) today, "a worker."

Like all xndl&ns their medicines weee made from barks, roots,,

and h«rb8. Different herba, etc. were uaed f r dirferent diseases.

Mist .brk8 could not recall tl:•: Lnglish "Jords for the different

herba used. They had their "medicine man" or :a "ise '. arks called

him "sweet doctor" whc could cur« disebsts and keep awe evil spirits.

,'JORSHIP - '

As stated, they believdJLn a Supreme Being end they delighted

in dances and feasts at Copan, Sklehoma where :>art of thd

of the old chureh known to the Delaware* as the "Big House.
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-It .is-located two milts, we^t of Copen; (We refer today to the
v >

Big House ts being our penitentiary). At the Big House^they

ceme to worship qiice each year. The time of year being efter

all crops were gathered and before the winter hunt, being about

our present Tha .kfigiving. The Meeting lastei twelv deys and

everyone stayed the entire time in camps ground and erout the

"Big House.' Services were held in their netive tongue. Every

thing they did ran in the multiple cf twelve for reasons '/iss

Varies eould not fully cx;i. in. This ^.st of the entire meeting

wes. prayers for continued g.od hetith,-abundance of happiness,

good crops, thankful for «'nat tbay h^d re'eiv d in the past and

good will on earth to all.

*s previously s^etec, they had n>.. schc la and there will in ,tiT«e

to coiae be lost forever the Icngu&^e of the Del?wares. In the

Indian Territory under tije direct sup'rvision of an Inditn .gent,

the Delaware children \n sune instsncts were picked up ith the

consent of their parents end seat t scho 1 at Lawrence, Manses,

•stuepaw Mission school, Chilocco, Oklahoma, and to Carlisle, Penn-

sylvania. Since statehood the Belt wares like .-11 other r*ces,

colors and creeds htve htd the benefit cf -ur public scho Is end

Hiss Parks, of course, attended achc.l first at Allude, Oklahoma

when her father would take her t .school ;>n her obeck. Then ire

moved to Copan, OklahraCi in 1911 and rttecded school there the

next ten years, and attended the last year of high school

Dew«y, Oklahoma.
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She lies also sttended -the B&rt.l/-fiville Business ^cllt? © &

Bertlesvii le, -klehoaa and is ct .present ir. accomplished'

stenographer,, .

Indians* dances, ere usually referred tc ».s Stcsp "ences,"

but there fare vtj'i./us dtnces such as ar d-nces, del l dances,

gh^st denccs. They never rntd-tf apeeisl ,.rep:.r*:Vi&a8 f-.r ti w* r -

fere because they didn' t fitht" unti l fcrced tc* I t âyJ>er tnat

after the w&rff-re the \»GtiLd he 12 > fir nee "".r.icin* r,i rr> r-r vie-

t^ry ft.:n tad dispif yed the nuab<-r _ set lps t ' en fro A thei r

Yictlsie. la letfc yo«ra, the "Wer ''cnc.js" ere only m..c'<ctrry cf

the ones cf e&rly d&ys. '.fee I'oll "«nce is-:, v-ry b t:-ut;ful

tv. ce L,S se l l \ b s une of ffcscinstil .. h- t r ig in -.' t h i - d.-.ace

coulc be understood bet ter Uy .3c,«cne *hc lenevr t \o jid el^ware

• t^^ i t i ens . Eoth old t-nd >oun£ i^rticipfctC', This' 3t.nee* i ' ^ t s

f:r one night, .revision, i s brought fc"." erokc-d there &t en open

firet>«ed s rved t r t t . r the cereisoniel pert of-the d.-nce. "he fo-»4

censiete of Deer s e t t i s tb. e:.rly d»ya, ?"uni-led £ , r 3U.̂ e into

breed, snd c.vn cooked simil- r tc bcainy* Tcfiey, the deer nett

a-sbst.tute i s thft of beef. The c:h:s'- denco r.'t f-Xvffcys neli i'n

the eerly spring months, and to t .ia wta els- t l t iched . certain

degree of rel igious ceremeniea i s t< a. i r i t . uaic f\iruiahed

-t these d?.nces in sor»e ceses *•• v- t;.e tc'— tone, •-v.ie: vas ^ude• by

s t r e t c h i ^ deer hlde.ov.r £ *CIhy y*r t- ,d c-n thio they w. uld fcei-t.

;;oofa cf deer vjere tieti belo the ?:nefs J ' the -nen tud oonfciined
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bofcde an os t,«, r e t t l e «ben they dcneod. Those £ nets

bdon perpctmsted thri,u<.h %\o ye« rfi a.'.d these :J nee&

enjoyed tc the utmost iVr VJrici'a rv^srna .

The only t rad ing post rec&llec *ia the o-e pc t r nl7.f,3 by her

&nd grujdperer.ta, w tch would be • t u t T not - the

t »n of -.lluwe, icl&ho.?fi.^ ". t was opera te s 'b' i. nep,

by tise n -»e c t J , , luapbel i «':. .Ci rrir.d t r •>-;iete iltxe

if ^11 t ivei leble r.erehoi.dise. e t e l l t i n e s .

••. * " :.7r»)r

The hunt.rii vrero the bes t t.. d:. ;><? pie a d c . : s ide red t^e

Upper C1&3S :;f men in the t r i b e . They W',uld looete a ffv r -

eble bunting ground ead in the X» to f&il -;• \i osck tbe-lr

e=uii>jiuat end d l aeceasory euppi-ifea md peck: t h e i r peni^s

to a t s - r t o u t for the t r i p . ..t V? e aa».e t i- .e "M.at thcy^ r e

oa ths hunt they K:eep t looin i t f r ^r-s t l le Indir-n t r i b e s

tho nafcy happen t> be* capping ae< r tne??. TlJo p r ize ge ie de-

sired was buffalo, deer , . ".d b e t r . !>• hu«,t" buff !•-, t'.e7

tr:.k t he i r fle^te&t ponies , .^ouct trc~4, ctrry'jlnf ?'"1 :c^.
\ v ' • \

To thea the t r a i t s snd char? cfceris t ies -f t h e j b a f f r i : »r>c.

well kn.s , a s t t be spebd they would gc «a s t a r t i r ut

falowly U-.Q continuing f a s t e r ar.d ft<ater i s the chr KQ .ro^re-:

sod. ne of the huntera' al -ays CT e c lose enourh during th-&

cht ae to ae leo t a i s choice nnd s t r i k e the ba f fe l . with h i s

lonce i f poss ib le juat behind the l e f t foreleg tc he I t hits.

If the first hunter filled t . bring the buff lo down, tl.e next
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.behind r *e up end threw his; ls-r.ce. ^ e hunterc rode in',sucli

-8 formation &s t;- her ly ever \l£'t i);?>\ escape *ithtjut re t t ing
•>t • -'... • '. .-

one or more of thesn. n returning t their "-ernes'trie coding
t •» • /

Within B certain, di2t0ixo«they *ould m> <e u cprtein whoop to '

le t a l l icaow tk&t' a l l are returning, a id th; t none frod been ki l led

.or missing Those v»hc: str-yed honie would r.ll cooe out &r.d reaain

in sight Bu the hunters could see t it nothing hr.d h«ppened 4u ing

their absence such s dehth.

The ."el&ft:res, Hh&v!?ne.«js, -• .Q "her'-vcees were &•••* -"it? ; ;. z & t -long

exceedingly veil t-.ret er • r:: -ai l i t t l - Ii" ubli about the hunts*

The plains Indians end nerticulr-.rly the sa c -, Cheye.:n.s, and

i-.rapahoes were always intruding and .'.any e b&ttlt- rnsued between

the:. These Indians often cane into the vicini ty _; the families

left "behind b the hunters etc. or, -nit ae^rec.etirny such &§ s tea l -

ing horses, food stuff, end in sc • ir.stsnc-.s t t t e jtit.:. tc &c lp

the -women end children thus cresting e hatred in the hearts of the
too ,

Delawares. The Osages ..-ere laxy tc hunt or to r-fisc anything to eet .

They roved around.over the plains s ter l ing end pi l fer ing. The Del-

awares hed permanent lodges an cabins at 8llifci~.es.

a AJD AHMUITIE5
The.Dels-m res lived in the Coo-*ee-sceo wee d i s t r i c t of the Cherokee

Nation accounting for payment being made a-t points in Vlnita, I . T . ,

Chelsea, I . -T., and Alluwe, I . T. The f i r s t payments receiv d by

the Delaiares «as the in teres t en tiie mono.' for lands sold in Kansas

to the,government. These payments began *in 1885 to 1687. fho amount
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of. the payments ranged from §30 to #40 for sa6h ne-nber end t

was peid semi-annually. The to ta l ;. these payments amounted

to thousands ot dolUi'a. Ihe money ceaie tc Ccffeyvillc, Cansss' '

by reilway express and i t wi.s transported tu .the psy"-oi'f s ta t onsf

by horse a ad buggy, ^eldo* "did -n rw then two erued -non acno^paay

the monfcy enr ut . - t took at lea^t a w.e'< -r •nr-.re t"« finish . '

these peyrients. ^round the payment ground a gre t t throngs of

Lela^areo visit-id ^itl1- vLeir jri-.ads avi-d l i l l t d . -^o-aetirnes

soldiers ..resu^ably ."r m neerby forts viere ca the ground to

Reserve crd.r or t>. >-eep wstch over ^he noney ^r possibly'both.

ther t i a U. G« mers'ntds f i l led the so ld iers ' places ,o

violence *?es ever ccriraitted dur/.:g these peyker.ts. ---11 i*ull

blocds ht.d been cher-^e^ by the^government en the reservation

as to who TC££ esititieu to receive the -ency. If t Delaware

gi r l htd raarried e ^d .̂ite nt.r ind hed a riiild, the white itan

cculi net regis ter %he. child.but it/b-Ciime the duty ci" the

aether t . do i t cs the '-^vernment Aoul. not i ccept. "ica

Versa if s Delaware -\tn married & white womc .7he was not

allowed tc regis ter \ e r s e l f ^ T child isn no way. The l e s t and

finel pi yaciit a&de tn thy Delaweres v;as i d M ^ ^ esiountiiiK to

$600 or more per heed.

. eculiar tc the regiater ing was tht.t ao Itidi&ti ku- v the

Eonth and day he or she ¥?&& Lorn. They reckoned their d t t e by

saying when the red bud trees were in fcloor., cr when the corn

tussled, cr when the sumees -turne^' red, or vhen the Tr s t felL."

The year in some instances wea well remomberci by referring to ' -



incident* which occur r .d &n<2 the Indian .±gzht fxn <-b ut e

here" the T'giitn.r ot Indian r.gwat h d t ; DO e f . i r l y , s e l l •

educated 'nan ftion^ h i s t o r i c i i n . s ur "C^l >ca,;«.'a

'In. the pey-ofi's .* tn« v

V ;

CIVIL ^ n 2 ^ . . - '

History reveals tht.fe tr.e ."eitsttres f>,-^-tnor with t.-.eir

fr iends, tho ..haisTiees tc-ok pa r t i r the T'ivil . t r c,a the 'Jaton

side . Her wr u-f' ; i . r , I h . n . s i l t ica rfrfc* B S i'>i«?r's .

froa B'-rvinf. i tne t v:?^ un t i l - •;.'.<& tl-< v ic;l in l iC-v

i s k . b« coapll-aeat'. a r i the a t r i c e ^.x

aede in btvr .^ndor .u i acco ;piisn.ieat c ' tin - r e l i s h ltii^aac-e

under her pecu l ie r c i rcar . s t tnc ,». .he i s ao'c .rU... occc v ^ i ^ e d

but i s *.. vvd by nil nore tiu-a ne ctir. .n * by her : i u s -« ,v l ^ * i1^

her jroee. -'-ue r e g r e t s v^r/ deoply .th;.t i t i s ^.dy & sn r t t . ^ e

an t i l t&e ^«li.*are len^jif-^e myths .-.a Iec. .vis • i l i ' p - r i s i s t roa

the face f th« ©f»rth f r U cannot i e a r i t t b a e;»i tnero are oaly

a f w reMfciiiln$ t". carry o:i bec^ust tu« l a a t . r y v; m .

be orxli'terEi^d fro sisavry forever eye* t t h a i # . ich the
VUVtt

nr*« observed end ? r r t s &.id » !*«•* iiKe herse l f

i'n t he i r humble ay.


