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_An interviey with Miss Ruth Parks,
a full blocd Delaware Indisn born
et Alluwe, I. T,
L. .. #ilson, field worker,
Indisn *ione:- r History, S5-149. ¢
Tune 24, 1937.

'wiaaf%arks! father George Parks a.d mother,Nency Wilson now ’
Parks)were b.ra in whet was Wnown as Indien Tbrritory;' Fether'wq§
bor: in 1873 and died in 1970. ‘{ thor wa: _arn in 188 and isistill
living. Her grs.djarenst cn both sides noretbora near the present
“town of Leavemwart: 81388 and ceme to the Indian Territory in
1863 along with cther members of their tribe ani died in th early
part ‘ot the taentieth century. ‘ . .

MIGRATION OF THE DELAWAKES

Since'tne settlement of the colonies elong th- tlantic Coest,
the lndians of sll uribas have been grad&ally forced beck into the
interior and a87u.48 these Andians were the great- gre{t-grendparents

r
‘of Yias par».ss. (Lot 14 be understood here thet fiss Parks is the

only cnedgf her immedists femily wh- epeaka‘thq”;elewére tonrue &8
well &s rnglish ar} reletes what she hes Seeniiold by her m:ther);.
She is  justly rrloud of her nationelity beceuse the Lelawares of
which: skhe ia in &ifect line came ffgm ?egpsylvaﬁia, end it ;gs her
people who met the ~ilgrims when they lended cn .Cepe C 4. It wes
h;r people with whom %illism Penn mede & treety where the citv of
Philadelphie is n: located. ﬂith the steedy 1nf1ux of migration

from across the Atlantic her pepple were not forced but persuaded

. by the white aan, o mske their ctbode elsewhere‘ang they begen szp
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by step to retreat westwerd, first to Ohioc, thence to ‘anses
and their ultimzte the Indien Territory aand settled oné mile
west of the present tow . cf Alluse, Oklahoms,

LIFE AXD OUTCUS

Unlike the pleins Indjans, they lived ir the forest and

L

ere ealled forest Indie s. Their houzes were built of bark
end also souses built 57 logs.

The Delawer.s iived meinly by huntiu% end trapping snd
plented sacll crips of corn, etc.

Their elotkln, wes mude of tonned deer hide wita ridbon
work. triammed with beads end otre} ornaments énd trinkets.

Thneir food wes Eﬂgked 72 open fires end lster in Tire
places. I.eir menu consisted of c¢.rn treed in verious forss,
buffelo and deer mest, #ild fruit:, nuts, erd berries. they

els»_hunted for ' 118 geme thet was edible. ‘The gr{pding ~f

’ 5 fou B E
their corn wes siailer to sll cother Indisns (mdsteéy end . estle).

<
They me.e boats  ron trunks of txses or used bireh end

other barks tc x'%. their cannes.

In the éarly deys the& tilled the aéfl with & crooked
ltick‘or a.hoe mede ¢! stone cr & lérge shell. sfter the
arrival of tke rilgrims the npti;es eeme into posseaéion of
ﬁoré;s, and other necu sities by trading hides end furs with

Vd
%he_white nan. They were easily p‘rsnndeq:mare 80 than most

»

other- Indians and enjoycd being friendly &nd.éager to adopt

doing things es thaey observed them.to s certain extent.

£

A
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Their weepons were bown und rrrows, hetchets, tomshawks,

and znives af/stone end hud lencud with flint heeds, The saourcs

-~

of the p int #hfc they .se¢d ¢t _cint their faces wes from @ plent
called (Ps-Xon) end mede o red ecolor. They seldoum’ made war on the

whites Lut did wer fre ently Wit wvir.ous tribes. e attribute
»

here thet iheir wer wit: othner triltces éaused tie1 to n:t be sble
tc unite th-qsslves with‘arﬁses «.ginst the ..ite picneers. Tthe
bowe ¢3ie mede of hickory, tols 4 -gre, gsh ¢ ¢ &:r €12 the bow
'strgng frou deer sinéws. \

~ The Delawerss were artistic., 'lhe somen Luvvd bet.s end

mede weny srticles with them, Thay embrol.ered lesgings #ith_
besds 63d ridbbon werK, "a‘ S a
DT

he ‘Deléwercs aey r hrd seho le end nmd nu wricte. leaguege

and do not even tc the ﬁrd%%nt <y, lisg ercs sistes she cane
. ’ ’ t A

IS ¢

not write ceven e ietter to Ler .uther, &s ner'aotaer woﬁ't speakx—
koglish but reeds by sight, t.eref re silently.

rimitive pe-psle , &s was the lndians, »eEeASuyerstifl;us.
-he Delaweres e pled th; f ra4t e d'wits 41 the {nrest wea
pespled with spirfes anc the strésma vith water epriten., Fe
heard the urest Spirits voice im the thuder und lightning. He
could Yot fethom from whencc csme the rainm, sleet, s:4 snow. The

o

Delawarcs knew there #as a Z.prexe being in some ienner elthough

i

they had nc churches vith precchirs cad missivnsries could do

1ittle #ith thew becwuse they clun. ic their own belief. “tinelly
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they begen to worship here in the Indiar Territ-ry in their wey.

,;;;> MARKIAGES
Not many Delaweres merried out -7 their trite possidly \\

beceuse at that time the tribe did nst want to mix with other
tribes. If & Deleware boy en” zirl merried it ~»&s arrenged by ‘ .
the parents 5f both and they stcrted livin- together without

farther pomp or ceremony.

SURIALS

Th;iéelaaares always buried their derd the sams ag todsy,.
Unlike the plsins end other indians, -treir earthly cerso al ef-
fects were not burie- with them. /These personal effects wérc
given t. the 'ones who pre sred the body :~r burisl, This wes

N s
hié‘;a§_fof nis services es we would eell im tcoday, "m yorkér."
HEDICINLS -

Like all sndicas their medicines were mede from barks, fooﬁs,.
snd herbs., Different herbs, etc. were used f r» 3§rfefent‘diseases.
‘iss .urks could not ;eéa;l L gnglisg words for the difterent'm
herbs used. They had their "medicine man” or :s '"iss " erks celled
him "sweet doctor” whc could cure diséuses and keep awe evil spirits,

s

4ORSHIP 1.

As stated, they believ:-d_in & .upreme Being end ther delighted
in dences and feasts at Copan, “klehoma where sart of the rameius

of the old chureh known to the Delawares as the "Big House,”

PR | v .
R
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It ;sl;oéated two milas;wést Sf Copen. {We refe?-toda§ to the—_'
" Big Ho;se £8 being';ur peniteﬁtiary). T tge Big hougegthey
ceme to worihip ouce each year. .‘he time of.year‘be;ng efter
all erops Qere gathered agd‘beforé'%he wintqy-hhht, being about
oug pfesent Tha:kséiving. The mseting lastef twelé dzys and
] everyéq? steyed ;ha entire time in ¢esmps sround énd arout the
"Big Hbuse.‘ Services vier2 héi& in their petive tongue. Every-
. . o
thing they did ran :n the‘multiple c? twelve for reasons Yiss o
lﬁarks’eoula not fully cox;i.ia. This gfst »T the entire meeting
wes, prayers for continued g.od heelth, sbundence of heppiness,
good-crops, thaenkful for what Ehey béd receiv ¢ in the pest and
good will on earth t; sll.
) | ‘ ~ sch LS _ '
.8 previcusly stated, the; hed n. schc 1s aad there will in time
tc Coue be lost roreyer‘th; icngusze of the éelswares. In the
Indien Territory under the direct sup rvision of an Indien . gent,
the’De;avafe children in s.m¢ instencis were pié?ed‘g; ith the‘
sonsent of their pzrents end sent t scho 1 st Lawrence, “anses,
guaepaw Mission .ehool, Chiloépo, Oklehoma, end to Cerlisle, Penn~-
;yl;ania. Since statehood the Deltwares like .11 other Tices,
coldrs and creeds heive hed the benefit c¢f -~ur publie sého 1s &nd
Miss.Parks, of course, sitended achc:l ffrst at ﬁiluwe, ?klahbma
nhen.her father would t;ke her t _schocl 2t her cbeck. Then we
',moved to Copan, ;kleh 'iﬂ LQll'and sttecded school thére %he

‘hoxt ten yesrs, and ettended the last yeer of high schocl et

__Dewey, Oklshoms.

e U
e L
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ghe bes-8lsc sttended the Hertl.oville Dusine & Ccllu & st .

N
’

. Bartleaviila, -klehons ¢nd 18 ¢t, present ia accompllshed

stencgrepher.

TARCES
e S

1ndlens' dunces.ere u%yally.réferreﬁ tc .8 3teomz ences,”

but there ere wverisue dinces such 88 ¢r 4 neces, 4.1l deuces,

-

ghsst éencca. They never =ntd€ apeeizl  repurctisns £-r ¢ @ r-

fere becanse they Gin't ficht until forced to. It -ay be tnat

A

after tne werfrre the weuld helé ¢ dfnee =eking <rry °r vice
- &

t.ry won end displiyed the number . seelps §° en frox their

.

vietimg. in ls%e yours, the "#sr “zne.s” ére cely mickery cof

the cmes cf esrly days. ~he 'oll “ance is- 4 vury berutsful

.' :i“ o . A4 "! R
te ¢e U8 wel%&;s vae of fuscinetiq .. B wrigin =7 $hi. doace

o~ ]
'’

, ’ ,
goul bs understicd better by sc.ocne she knew the 14 eleware

%q?éitions. Ecth old end young rrrvieijete. Thig dence l-sts

Cfir cne pight. . rovision iz brought v eroked there ot &n open
: cL §

fire-vid 8 rved stizr the cergmonial part of ithc drnce. “he fond
- ‘ e

3

ccnsists of Deer mect in th ewrly dvys, prunded ¢.r mids fgtc

-

breed, end c.rn ecoked simil'r $< hominy, Tcodey, the deer me:st

8abat.tute is thet of beef. The Chiel dunce w't slweys nell o

the sarly spring months, epd to .18 »ta gls witiched . cortein

.
.~

degree ¢f reliiious ceremcnies t& ¢ 8, irfit. ‘usic farnished -
4 these 4xnces in scie €BSEs . . the bor-tons, »f it wes mude by
stretehi.g deer hide ov.r £ %eley Jer ¢ & on this they = uld etd.

&

coofs ¢f deer were tied belo the rneEs o the =en eud contdined



L PARKS, EUTH CINTERVI.W. . . < D ool

- Ld
4 . C. B :

swall boeds sc 23 . Prttle when they deneed. These & nccs

heve bz=en yerpctuutad t>r‘u,h a yezrs s:.d these {:nces ure
' anjayed_t; the utmost “:r Vfricfs  DIEIS T
| T CIRG P 5T
The only %rsdiqg pést recelled »1g the cse nelr ulzed by her
purents wnd grendperents, w ich wouid be 2 ut -r neur the
present 4 own ot .1luwe, klshore, .t was cperste® %« nen
by the n e <t J, .‘:unpbeli VL. gurricd ¢ es-lete line

.

f ll availetle ngrchaadiae.at ell %i:es,.

. ayewe g - ""\Yr (]
9 ¥ 2D PR LR R

-

The huni.rs vere ihe best t. d. ne ple & 4 c.:sidered the

upper class =f men in the tribe. They w.uld incete e frv r-

~

tdble huntjng <round end in the L te feil ~o 1¢ ssey their
e uigae“t end o1l necessury supafi %) ¢nd gror/}heir penies
to atert .out fur the trip. .t tle saze ti-e st they, re

- on the hunt thoy kesp & looz: :t [ r wustile Iadirn tribes
who~m§y heppen 4+ ba-c;zping Aesr t%em.. ?B@ prize gequéé-
s{réd wae buffrle, éeer, 3q§ befr. T hﬁq}“?uff 1, ey
b0k their~fleutqat pomies, aount tre~, c»r;fﬁng z’ls:ce.

‘Te them the treits snd charzcteristics e the1bufle: wES
'uell kn.w , 88 ¢ the speed they would gc «a starti & ut
elowl; «.@ coniinuiﬁg frater snd fuster 18 the chese rogre:-
sed. ne of the hunters al oye cr e close envu-h during the

chtse to seleot nis cholee end strixe the buffel. =with his

+

lonce if pasdible just behinli the left fcreleg tc helt his.

T A, G S S S S et A e e e e . o
~ - e e e B e A U O

If the first hunter friled t. bring the bugt lh_‘wnn tLe next
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.behind r :e up end threw his lince. £he hunter: rode in’'such

- formetion a8 to her 1y ever igt ks, ebeepe vithupt cetding

ca b

on8 OF more ;T them. n ratqrﬁigg'f ltﬁéir'fohés'bgd éenipg

vithin & certain,distanOBthey wouid n €0 a‘certain whoopy %o

;;t alL‘Kncw that 8ll zre returﬁing.a:d'tﬁ t‘ngne hbd.begn kiiled
oT mi;sing 'Thuse whe sfryed hﬁme ;ouyé‘&li c;me out &ni reasin
in sight Ay the hunters could see t t% nothing hed heppened du ing
‘their absence such 8 desth.
The -elaw res, Thewness, : .4 "her-xess wevre &1 - Lv T e t -long
excecdingly weil twqet=e} caqi o84 1it41l. ' ubl:s ebout the ?unts.
The plains indizns end perticylarly the sa ¢, bheyean.s, an&
srapshoes were tlweys intruding end sany e patile cnsued between
the:. These Indiens often em~e intc the vicinity .. the femilies
left'éehind b the hunters awé_cn~mit'segreCati(ns such &g stéal-
ing horées, food stuff, 24é im sc- instapec-8 zite ,tid; tc.sc 1p
the women &nd children thus créating & hetred in the heurts -f the

“sDelewares. The (Osages ueréjzahy tc hﬁnt agxto reise eaything te eet.
They'roved around.over the plains steeling ené'iilfering. The Del=

awvares hed permenent lodges an. cabins &t sll fi-es.

S AYMENTS 4D ANNUITIES

The;Délaweres lived in the Coo-wee-sceo wee istriet of the Cherckee
Nat&on acecounting for payment being mede st pcints in Vinits, I. T.,
Chelsee, 1. T., and Alluwe, I. T. The first jeayments receiv d by

the Delawares was the inturest cm the mone: for lands sold in Xanses
. : L -
to the govermment. These payments bezen in 1885 to 1687. fhe emount

N
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of the payments ;gngud from §30 to $40 for se¢h nenber and .

was peid semi-snnuclly. The totel . those payments amounted

-

to thousends o doll:vs. ihe money czag tc Loffeyville, ‘enges’

by reilwey express and it wes transported tu the pey-ofr stat ong’
by horse und buggy. weldon‘did m ré then tws zrmed men acno%gany

the money ear ut . .t took st least & w.ex 'r =m-re t- finish

> these psyrents. xround the payment grouncs greet throngs of

velameres vieslesd aith Leir iri-nds &ud 1illed. -Cometimes

scldiers .resuvsbly .r =m meerby foris were ca the gr.ound to

N

preserve crd.r or t. ree) wetch over the noney or possibly both.

~ther tia J. . mersnsls illed the soldiers’ places ..o

viclence wes ever ccnnitted durf.s those pererts. .11 full

" blocds hed been checkel by the govern-ent ¢n the roservetisn
es tc who wes entitled to receive the senmey. 1f & Delawere

girl hed merried e whiite mer tnd hed a cuild, the wilte man

cculd nct register trhe child.but {¢/h-ceme the dutyv ¢t the

aoul. aot rccept, Tics

scther €. do it €8 the <> >vernnent

2~

Yersa if 8 Delagwere ien murricd £ white wome - :he wes nét

3 . ' R . .
gllowed tc rexistsr .crselfl chilé {n no way, The lsst and
. n :
rinel ptynaent mede tn the Delaweres was id°1°94 smounting to -

» . . -~

%600 ¢f more per hesd.

-~

.eculier tc the regiatering wes thet oo fadien km- w the

N o

.ora. They reckoned their dete by

month and day he sr she wes
seying when the red bud trees were Lu bloss, c¢r when the eorn
-tuasled, cr wh@n the sunmses ~turne? red, or when the fr st fell.

The yeer in some instances wes well remcmberci by referring to s

3 -
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incidents which ceourr.d &nd the lndihn.¢é§hg;xn b ut e

‘ge6 here the v gidtror of lndlaa hgﬁﬂ} hdt: vee faif;z well -

: . _ . . .y
: . } . ” . . . L
educsted men slons histarte lia's ur ve.l xacwn habert L, ~uen
. . ' : ' - »
. . 't
ges instruzental 1o the pey-ofis @ tny -eleweres. S
\\ A . . t’,

1]

Eisier revesls thet the Jeliemeres vas+trnor with Ledr
friends, tha . hewneas too cart ir the Fiyil £ on the Unién
gide. ier ;r n.ftnor, Momus flucn drew e s Liier's . nsien
frun 5~?ving i thet wer untii-iue tie W ied fn 120\

L et nten
[P A < |

rad
e

“ige .&rxs is 17 bLse compliqent-d T 1 the gtrice s.¢ htg

nede 1n ber sacder.ul eecosplisnasat oo th. e lish lengaue
"

snder her peculier circumstine 5. .ne 13 0ot .al. oteg -plished

N .

but is «.ved By #ll sore then - ne Cen .0 ¥ by ner -fus.eoygle (nd
her poce. “ne regrets vers desply thnet it ig suly & 85 T ot.me

antil uhe celuwsre lengarse myths ...d le. cwis -1XL ) risH irca

the fece ¢ the esrth f r v csna.t Se aritisa end trero are only

8 f w reualning t- carry on beguuse the LISt.ry <: . Sluisres

will be otlitereted fro mes.ry furever exe: 't thal ».ich the -

an

7.1te man nes observed snd Brte sud & few like hersslf cen

) . . TR o ’
regvael in their hunlble .ey.



