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Interview with Yontie CS. Pege
Potesu, Oklahome,

Vy nerre is liontie Page and my msiden name
was kontis Devis. A} was born 1n Lemsr County,
Algbama, Taly %%, 1869. 'y father was Ruck Davis
and my mother was Hester Jzne Noe, both born in °
Alabeme.

¥y father end family moved from slabema to
old Harﬁfort in 1872; T was sbout four yeers old at
thie time. ™e live: at what was'fyqp,EBOﬁn'aa the
cld torsey ferm, loceted about one rile west of
01d Hertfort, v¥e livad sbout one yesr there. In
1874, we moved one mile west of the Indian Territory
line or about three mileg west of 014 Hartfort, on
suger Loaf (reek, one mile east of the anroé Criffy.
plaée. I went to school when we lived there. Te
lived in the Incien Territory tut I walked two miles
east into arkameas, just across the line. I went
about one month. Ny teacher wes namgd’“ill Harrel,

This was a subseription school and it cost one dollar

per month per student,

33



PAGE, MONT'E S. INTERVIEW,

“e next moved\to the Monroevcrirfy place. 1
went to school sbout one mile west of there. Thig
was in the Indian Territory. This was also &
subscriptiog.school, one dollar = herd. I went there
about 8 month and my teacher's name was J. Robbs.

In 1851 we left this place aﬁd moved up on the
hill west of Traby l.zke, nov called Poteau City Laks.
¥e lived also close to what is knorn et thio time as
Town Creek. nesar the south end of the leke, I went
to school in an old houge that had the floor taken
up. We pat on the sills for seaté; Tim Evens wes
the teacher, It cost us one dollar a month to go
therey' I went aboutvone month.

| %hen times got betier every one weat in
togethgr and built & church in the center og the
Poteau Graveyard, the graveysrd now uged south of
town. This church was built o; big planks. Thare
was no denomination, just everyone of any faith
ettended.u School was held here, also. I went one

day. It cost one dollar a month. The teacher was

Caeptain Charley Scott.

-
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Then we move: from Sugaer Loaf Creek fo Tardy
Leke, we moved with horses and wagons. Wﬁen we got
to Potesu River, it would be up sometimes, so my
father just dumped the stuf{ on the benk until the
water went down. ‘''hen the water went down we forded
it and ceme on.to what is now known as the Slough.
¥e crossed this at the preapnt efosaing where the

City Dumping Groundkis now.; The name of the crossing

on the river was‘thgn oalle‘ Anderson Ford. A

%e lived gt Tarby lLake in a one-rcom peeled

log houge. Had s log amoké housge out back. In the'

house we had three beds anff & fireplace.

After a short whilel alfter moviﬁg to Tarby
Leke, my father, Buck Davis, would take a akiff—bqot
across the river, at the present aite of the wagon

bridge, just below where [the ~lough runs into the

ety

river. He would take this béet and. carry people
across end ewim their horses to the side of 1¢,
Later,'he decideﬁ to e a ferr& boat to .use. He
cut pine logs and hewod/hie gungﬁleu, then he wth,

to Pace’s Saw {11, located above thechKenn; Fnﬁit
j !

3
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Farm on Cavensl Mbuntaiﬁ, to ge; his lumber for the
'—floorb of his ferry boet.

The last logd of rlooriﬁg was being brought
by my brother, Garret Davis, wbe# about half way ‘
dow the mountain the wagon turned over end killed
Aim. He.wab nineteen years old., He was killed 4in
1884, end is buried in the Lewls graveyerd. Thi; is
east of the Dowsey plece where we lived before, Ve
took him across the river in the skifi-boat and there
waz a wagon and teem of horses vaiting\oh the other
side to teke him on %o the cemetery. | |

After my father got the ferry boat mads, he
took 1t to the river. On this boet the b%niatera
were about as high as a‘man's waist, it ha&'an spron
at each ond. Vvhen e team and wagon were og\it there
was room to walk sround it all the way arough. easily .

-
Then he startec fo taking people and wagons egross,
he charged fifty cents =and more if the river was up.
‘Later he out the priée becsuse tﬁere were many ﬁore

N \
ways t0 cross the river. ‘

When the Frisco Reilroad started to bduild
the bridge acfose the Potesu River, ihey got the

stone for the masonry at a quarry on what is now | | -
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called Town Creek. They heuled it down to the ferry

and father took all of it that they used for the . —

s
o

east side, across. .

The railrosd camp was dM beiﬁ; o?xr' house’
close to Town Creek. After the milmaﬂ:na in and
the cemp wes leaving, I misged my wash kettle,.
from where I used to wesh down on t;e 1ek&, About
. thirty yeers later, the pump station that fizni shed
water for the city anc the rail?oag. p:mp‘ed the lake.
dry. I went down to look for my kettle n t;e Take:
bed. I sew the rim of it sticking out of the mad’
go I went down end pulled it out. It®ad a piece
sbout eight inches wide broken out of thé side, 1t
exan had some of the old soot on it yet. I ook 1t
up home and had it quite a while until soms of the
kide broke it into severalh sﬁamh |

After the railroad wss in, my father built a
two~-story rx‘-ane‘ l;ouae, sbout one and one-half blocks
weat of the present Frisco and ;{ansas City'SOnthei-n
Railrosd crossing, north of Potesu. He used a amall

house for the kitchen, building on to this with the
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rest of the house. This smell house that he used
for the kitchen was used by the railroed camp to
live in until they left.

w; lived in this two-story '~houae about
8ix or seven years before my mother died. fﬂhe iz
buried in the Lewis Graveyerd. »y father then sold
out-to Will Pag., a fullblood Chootew. I do not”
remember Justlwhat‘he got for his property.
. " My father, Buck Davis, married Nollie James.
He married her about three months efter my mother
«dled end we did not like 1t either. MNollfe James hed
the maiden neme of Mollls McKenna. She married
Pavis James, 8 6l;octéw Indian. Davis James shot and
killed John Griffy, son of Mgnroe Griffys This
happenec in Will Welech's stors, located where éhe
southeast corner of the County Cougt House lawa is
now, Devis James left and it i3 thought by soms that
he 1is buried over ;f Redoak, oglahoma. Davis Jemes
had by Millie MoXenna the following children: Esther,
¥alton, Devis Jr., and Tennis.

My father moved out on Tarbdby Prlirie‘arter his

second merriege; his objpct'in moving out tﬁére was

40
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tq help his step-cifildren get their allotment of

lend et that place. ©e lived on the land where
it fensdn now lives. |

. %y father, uck Davis, wes shot and.killed

by Dave l.ason at Tarby Prairie. e liwved about five

or six hours after the shooting. e is buried et the
l'axey Eill Cemetery about two milés north of Poteau.

South of the present lécatién of the lethodist

Church, vhere the rresent :.en Ferper residence is

now, lived a man by the nawce of Jep Evané. :This was
when I 1i§§§_on Terby Li¢ke. "~ e could hear the

Preirie wolves nowl, vou woulc think there were a
nundred, from the noise they made, Now, Jep Xvans

hed 8 lot of pigs and these wolves would get lotsJ

of his pigs sometires at :.ight. ~ame was very plentiful
then. Ye hed plenty of deer, turkey, scquirrel, rebbits,
and fish. ‘hen we f%rst ceme. to this part of the
country, there %as not tuch of the land cleared. I

have made rails for fences, and cleéred timber. I, elso,

have plowed and antec crops myself.
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I, Montie Davis, merried Robert P, Pege,
November 2, i893. Robert had married Sglina t'gillin
" but she had dled. They were both Choctew Indians.
Iana wh‘it'e\‘woman. Bob wes & brother o Will Pege.
Artei- our merriege, we moved ovgx': on Church' Street
. 4in Poteen, we lived thore sbout five yeara and then

™~

: . : . '
moved over at the foot of Cavansl Yountainr on *the

-

-

Thewtamuy of Sac)g Cavis and Hester Jane 'ﬁloe, .
sons end- daughtez;s: (glven :'-Zerbal'ly).
Iaa .Davis. born 1867, in ilsbama. Tives at Redoek y
- Oklghome, merried Jess Noe. |
| ‘Lonie Davis, 18'11, oorn ip Alebama, Ided at Poteau
’ end bturied there.
. Clayborn Davis, born on Sugar}.oat Creek. Lives at
mfcu‘usz‘:sa 0k1&:oma.'
Gerret Davis, died when 18 yeers old in 1884. Buried
in Lewls Cazatery. '
Xontis S, §§71s, vorn July 22, 1860. Lives at

Po’teauy, Oklahoms.

Gracie Davis, born at Potemu, married Isom Holstead.

Lives one mile southwest of Shadxpoint, Oklshoma.,

’
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Laura Anna Dgvis, dorn in the Indien Territory.

Buried in Lewis Gruvuyafd. - .

Walter Davis, about two yeers old vhen he died.

Rufue Pevis, abaut thrae yeaxs old vhen he died;

P+ R. Devis, juat a baby when he dled. ) F;>
TOM FULLER A

. Teke a part of a tree.trank, hickory or Osk,

~

. about two and onq-haif feet long. Burh & tunnel shaped
péle in oné end of the block of wood, about one foot
_-deep. fhen get & giqﬁe of oak or hick&ry sapling,
about three or four feet long, cut down tc about the
right size in digmd\er té i the~huné, cut all the
way up, until sdbout a foot from the end, 1et_tpis act
- as the weight for it, Then tske a hand full or two
of Tom Fuller corn, and put in the holé in- the blosk
of wood thet was burned out befors. This Tom Fuller
corn was raised especislly for using this way. "It
hed a flatter and more narrow grein then whes is now
raised. ‘ '

Teke the pisce of sspling and put the small

end in the hole and jab the corn in the hole, pouring
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water in gnoo‘ in a while. Do this until the husk

car;sa or!;. Then whén a sufficient quaixtity is pounded,
tske the pounded cormm and‘ put 4t in what we called a
"fapner and riddle."‘ Tt;is'-‘i;ﬁmade of hickor} bark
and is wovezx"ﬁe e basket, It curved on the botto_m
and sides end is sheped & little bt 1ike 2 scoop
shoval.. 1t 15 gbout two énd e half feet "long. This
is ugsed to throw the beaten corn up 1n:the air and le%
the wind blow. out the husks. - This 1aave§ a white
substance s*little 1ike rice only it s not even
grained 1ike it, The pie'ceipf sepling use& to best
the"com wiphJ is cailed a "pe;tle." _Cook with chicken,
poik or b;of ribs and it sure is good:

Montis Page has a "chogtau Hymn ‘ook" tha:t
belonged to her husbend, Bob Page. It was printed in
1872, by the Presbyterisn’ Committee of Publication,
Riohxqond, Thig is printed in the Choctaw Indian

._Lenguege, Robert Pgyne Pege was & Thirty-Second

1

Degree Mason. He received his thirty-second degree

klahoma City.
o W
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Mrg, Montie Pege hes framed hiz diploms of
this degree. It wes on farming end stecckraising,
die Octobris enno 1908, '

Copied from their family Bible, the birth end
deeth record of the family of Robert P. Page and
Hontie S. Davisa Clemanthy Page wes born on the
22nd day of iugust, 1894, F¥dwerd R. Page was born
on the 2nd day of Augwsmt, 1898,
Robert N, Pagse was born.on the P7th dey of Bebruary, 1899,
Fobert P. Page was born on the 6th dey of Octcber, 1857,
¥ontie S. Page was born on -the 22nd day of July, 1869.
ﬁlemanthy, danghter of Robert and Montie S, Page,
departed this 1ife on the 13th day‘;r sugust, 1897,
agas £ yaara, 1l months and 22 deys.
Robert Pajne, father, deperﬁgd this "ife on tha
12th day of July, 1913, tige BG yeers, 9 months,

-

6 days.



