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Interview with Ifontie S. Pege
Potesu, Oklahoma.

Sly n&rce i s Montie Page and my msiden name

*as Jaontie Davis. I was born in Lemar County,

Alabana, Jaly stf, 1869. ::y father was Buck Davis

and my mother -was Hester Jane Noe, both born in

Alabama. - %

Ky father and family moved from Alabama to

Old Hartfort in 1873: I -was about four yee-rs'old a t

thie time. we livec at .v&et was ihen.known as the

old i^orsey farm, located about one mile west of

Old Hartfort, Fe lived about one year there . In

1874, we moved one mile vest of the Indian Territory

l ine or about three miles west of Old Hartfort , on

Sugar Loaf Creek, one mile east of the ftonroe Grlf-fy./

place. I went to school when we lived there. We

lived "in the Inoien Territory but I talked two .miles

east into Arkansas, jus t across the l i n e . I want

about one month. My teacher was named' r i l l Harrel.

This was a subscription school and i t coat one dollar

per month per student*
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?'e next moved to the Monroe Gilf fy piece. I

went to school about one mile west of there. This

was in the Indian Terri tory. This was also a

subscription school, one dollar e he«d. I went there

about a month snd my teacher 's name was J. Robbs.

In 1881 we left t n i s place and moved up on the

h i l l west of Traby Lake, nov celled Poteau City Lake.

Fe lived also c3ose to what i s knovn at thio t ine as

Tom Creek, near "the south end of the lake. I went

to school in an old house that had the floor taken

up. We sat on the s i l l s for sea t s . Jim Evens was

the teacher. I t cost us one dollar a month to go

there., I went about one month.

when times got bet ter every one went in

together and bu i l t a church in the center of the

Poteau Graveyard, the graveyard now used south of

town. This church was bui l t of big planka. There

was no denomination, just everyone of any fa i th

attended. School was held here, a lso. I went one

day. I t cost one dollar a month. The teacher was

Captain Charley Scott .



PAGE, MONTIE S. INTSHVT W.

- 3 -

we mbvec from f$ugar Loaf Creek to Tarby

Lake, we moved with horses and wagona. fthen we got

to Poteau River, i t would be up sometimes, so my

father just damped the stuff on the bank until the

water went down. "hen the water went down we forded

i t and came on .to what i s now known as the Slough.

Ye crossed this at the present crossing where the

City Dumping Ground i s now. The name of the crossing

on the river was then calleld Anderson Ford.

We lived at Tarby Lake in a one-rcom peeled

log house* Had a log smoke house out back. In the

house we had three beds anp a fireplace•

After a short while after moving to Tarby
4 I

Lake, my father, Buck Davis, would take a skiff-bqet

across the river, at the present s i t e of the wagon

bridge, Just below where Ithe "lough runs into the „

rivere He would take this boet and. carry people

across and swim their horses to the side of i t .

Later, he decided to makfe a ferry boat to use. He

cut pine logs and hewed'his gungales, then he w«9t

to Pace*s Sew }<Sill, located above the McKenna Frillt
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Farm on Cavanel Mountain, to get his lumber for the

floors of his ferry boat.

The las t load of flooring was being brought

by my brother, Garret Davis, when about half way

dom the mountain the wagon turned over and ki l led

him* He was nineteen years old. He was kil led in

1884, end i s buried in the Lewis graveyard* This i s

east of the Dovsey place where we lived before. ?e

took him across the river in the skiff-boat and there '

waa a wagon and team of horses waiting on the other

side to take him on to the cemetery.

After my father got the ferry boat made, he

took i t to the river. On this boat the banisters

were about aa high as a nan's waist, i t had'an apron

at each end. rhen a team end wagon were on i t there
\

was room to walk around it all the way arouno, easily .
\

When he started to taking people and wagons across9

he charged f i f ty cents and more i f the river was up.

Later he out the price because there were many .more

ways to_ cross the river.

When the Frisco Railroad started to build\

the bridge across the Poteeu River, «iey got the

•tone for the masonry at a quarry on what ia now \ .
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celled Town Creek. They hauled i t down to the ferry

and father took all of i t that theyused for the

east side, across.

The railroad casnp was down belfew our house

close to Town Creek. After the railroad was in and

the camp was leaving, I missed my wash kett le , ,

from where I used to wash down on the lake*. About

thirty years later9 the pump station that furnished

water for the city and the railroad, pusgred the lake.

dry. I went doWn to look for my kett le 1?n the lake'

bed. I saw the ri-rr- of i t sticking out of the raid

BO I went down and pulled i t out. I t^ad a pieo#

about eight inches wide broken out of the side, i t

eson had some of the old soot on i t yet. I tooV i t

up home and had i t quite a while until some of the

kids broke i t into several small pieces.

After the railroad was in, my father built a

two-story frame house, about one and one-half blocks

west of the present Frisco and Kansas City Southern

Railroad crossing, north of Poteau. He used a small

house for the kitchen, building on to thie with tha
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rest of the house. This smell house that he used

for the kitchen was used by the railroad camp to

l ive in until they l e f t .

we lived In this two-story house about

six or seven years before nsy mother died, she i s

buried in the Lewis Graveyard. My father then aold

out- to Will Pag,», a fullblood Choctew. I do not *

remember Just whet he got for his property.

Ky father t Buck Davis, married Wollie James.

He married her about three months after my mother

•died end we did not l ike i t either. Molii'e James had

the maiden name of Mollie McKenno. She married

Davis James, a Choc taw Indian. Davis James shot and

ki l led John Griffy, son of Monroe Griffy* This

happened in U l l Welch's store, located where the

southeast corner of the County Court House laws in

now. Devis James l e f t and i t i s thought by some that

he i s buried over ats Redoak, Oklahoma. Davis James

had by f i i l l ie MoKenne the following children: Esther,

Walton, Davis Jr . , and Dennis.

My father moved out on Tarty Prtlrl© after his

second marriage; his object in moving out there was

40
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tq help his step-children get their allotment of'

lend at that place. He lived on the land where

T i t Jensen now l ives .

f.;y father, t'uck Davis, was shot' end.killed

by Dave Lason at Tarby P ra i r i e , re lived about five

or six hours after the shooting, he i s buried at the

laxey Hill Cemetery about two miles north of Poteau.

South of the present location of the L'ethodist

Church, v.-here the present '-,en" rarper residence i s

now, lived a man by the naue of J"ep Evans. ^This was

when I li^ed on Tarby Lt-ke. ' e coulc hear the

Pra i r ie wolves howl, you woulc think there were'a

hundred, from the noise they inade. How, Jep Kvans

had a lot of pics and these wolves would get lo t s

of his pigs soiBetir.es at :.ight. Cane was very plent i ful

then. u'e hed'plenty of deer, turkey, squi r re l , rabbi ts ,

and f ish. :Tien we f i r s t cane, to this part of the

country, there was not roich of the land cleared. I

have made rai^s fok fences, and cleared timber. I , a lso,

have plowed and planted crops myself.
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I , Montie Davis,- married Robert P. Page,

November £, 1893. Robert had married Salina Willia

but she had died. They ware both Choctaw Indiana.

I an i vhite woman* Bob was a brother to M i l Page*

After our merriage, we aaowd over on Church Street

In Poteea, ws lived tie re about fire-years and then

moved.over at the foot of Cavanel Vvountain on*the

lady Tarby»s place.

The family of Buck Davis and Hester Jane Hoe, .

sons and-daughters: (given Verbally).

Ida Etevis, bom 1867, in^Alabama. Lives at Refioek,*

Oklahomâ  married Teas Jfoe.

Lonie Davis, 1871, born in Alabama. l ied at Poteau

buried there*

• Clayborn Davia, bom on Sugar Loaf Creek. Lives at

Antlersj Oklehome.

Garret Davis, died when 19 years old in 13S4. Buried

in Lewia Cemetery.

Koatie S. gQTia, born July 22, 1859. Lives at

Poteau. Oklahoma. . -.

Oraoie Davia, born at Potenu, married I sow Holstead*

Lives one rcdle aouthvaat of Shadypoint, Gklehoaa.
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Laura Anna r^via , born i n the Indian T e r r i t o r y .

Buried i n Lewis Oratayatfd. ."

Welter DgTis, about two years o l d when he died*

RufUe Davis , about three years o ld when he died*

P . R. Davis , juat a baby when he d ied ,

TOM FULLER " \ •

• „ Take a part of a t r e e . t r u a k , u i s k o r y o r

about two and one-ha l f f e e t l o n g . Burn & funnel shaped

h o l e i n one end of the block of wood, about one f o o t

deep. Then g e t a p i e c e of oak o r h ickory s a p l i n g ,

about three o r four f a e t l o n g , out down t o about the

right size in diameter to f i t the hand, cut all the

tray up, until about a foot from the end, let. this act

as the weight for i t . Then take a hand full or two

of Tom Fuller corn, and put in the. hole in the block

of wood that was burned out before. This Tom Fuller

corn was raised especially for usifig thia way. Zt

had a flatter and more narrow grain than whit i s now

raised.

Take the piace of sapling and put the small

and in the hole and jab the corn in the hole, pouring
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water in once in a -while* Bo this until the husk

cornea off* Then when a sufficient quantity ia pminded,

take the pounded «ora and put i t in what we oalled a

"fanner and riddle*" THis-1B made of hickory bark

and ia wove&*3ffke a basket, I t curved on the bottom

and aides and i s ahaped a l i t t l e \>\% l ike a sooop

shovel. I t ia about two and a half feet long. This

i s used to throw the beaten corn up in the air and l e t

the wind blow out the husks* ' This leaves a white

substance Bel itt le like rice only i t i s not even

grained l ike i t . The piece of sspling used to beat

the com-wi^h i s called a "pestle."1 Cook with chicken;

poxtc or beef riba and i t sure i s good.

Monfct* Page has a "Choctew Hymn :>ookn that

belonged to her husband, Bob Page. I t was printed in

1&72, by the P.resbyterian" CoBmittee of Publication,

Richmond. This i s printed in,the Choc taw Indian

Degree Mason. He received his thi rty-second degree

City.
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Mrs;. Montie Page_has framed hiB diploma of

this degree. ' I t was oa farming end stbcicraising,

, die Octobris anno 1906.

Copied from their family Bible, the birth and

deeth record of• the family of Robert P. Pege and

Montie S. Davis; Clemanthy Page ves born on the

22nd day of August, 1894. ]?dwerd £• Pa^e "was bom

on the 2nd day of Aug»«t, 1896.

Robert N. Page was born on the P?ta dey of Bebruary, 1899.

Bobert P. Page was born on the 6th dey of October, 1857.

Montie S» Page was born'on'the 22nd day at JVily, 1869.

Clemanthy, daughter of Robert and Montie s . Page,

departed this l i fe on the 13th dey of August, 1397,

nga.1 £ years, 11 months end 22 deys.

Robert Pa$ae, father, departed this Hfe on the

12ta day of JUly, 1913. Age,56 years, 9 months,

6


