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PAtTKRSOlt, JOHN N . INTERVIEW.

Warren 8. Voro
Interviewer
July 12, 1957 ,

Interview with John N« Patterson, "
Velma, Oklahoma*

' • \ ' ' * - '

I caoe into - Oklahoma in.1896* * I settled near

and hare been liring here all the time*
* . -

I have farmed most of the time* Back In those

days farming was hard, for there were not as many

different, kinds of tools and what we did have* were
hard to get hold of. The land was new ai^ very pro-

. .. • * *\
d u e t i v e . . . - - • • - * . • ' . ,

• • • • . • . . . • . • «

In the fal l of the year when our cotton was j-^acty '

for aarket or for ginning w had to haul i t froo Velma •

to IXmcan, twenty-two miles northwest.^^here was a

gin at Velma but we a l l wanted to go to Duneec, just

for .a change I gue^s. five OP six of us would go.to- .

gather, for company mostly. Koads were no good so we
- ' * *. - . - • '

fi a?owly with l o a d s . • -'

1 After we had our aotton ginned and s^lel'mi started

out over town hunting esci-teraent, vfotoh was a drinking

apree. Old>T* A».0Sorn ran a dry-goods store on the

corner Qf ..Eighth and %ain then. I wpfidd "buy liquor ^

and go into his store? t« hide i t* . Horn was gool about
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l o t t i n g ma h ide- the s tu f f In there« I ' d go i n and

go to the back of the s t o r e , r a i s e up a p a i r of

ove ra l l s and place i t there* As soon as I came in.

tiie door a l l the c lerks knew what I was in there for .

One day a friend and I had come to Duncan. We

went to Tom Foreman, got sone- l i q u o r , and s t a r t e d

across the s t r e e t with i t * *• man by .the name of Stephens,

who had Juat replaced Tom L i l l y as United St-utes deputy,

was s tanding on the s t r e e t . >«y friend stopped and sa id ,

"My God, there i s Stephens". He was currying t*ie l i q u o r .

I d i d n f t knew who Stephens wae BO I to ld t h i s f r iend to

l e t me have the s t u f f . v » i l , I *ect r i gh t on to my buggy

with both b o t t l e s and wasn't stopped. I went on out of

Yes, Duncan wee Juat a small f ron t i e r town then and

was p r e t t y r'.ugiu r$ never talked much, had to keep our

mouths ©hut eo we wouldn' t get mixed up in any t r o u b l e .


