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PATILIA, #. A. INTSRVIEW, 13242 y

¢

L, ®, #ilson,
Journalist

" Interview with Mr. . A. Patilla
127 North M Street, Muskogee.

{ My fether; T. A.'Patille, who was born in Indiena in °

(3

'1829, and'my,mbiher, a one~querter Cheroke~, born in Tennessee

in 1833, were living et Paducah, Xentucky, and iraveled west
in 1372 by steumbost by the way of liemphis, Tennessee, down

the ﬁississippi~?1ver to the mouth of the Ark-nses "iver and
. . ) 3
thence up the Arkansaéipo 8 villsge ctlled Ozark, Arkanses,
L

which was some thirfy-eight or. forty miles from “ort °mith.

T

. 1 was nine months old et this time. They fermed in Arkensas

~

until the opportune time presented itself for their removal

to the Indien Territory to esteblish the rights of my mother

in the Cﬁérokee Hation.

¥y father and mother, with their children, seme to Okla-

.
’

.

homs by covered wagon, & disténce of only seventy-five miles

fram Ozerk, Arkansas, by Fort Smith, end landed down on leses

L] - '
Creek nesr the preéent towm of Njcut, when 1 was in my eerly

teens, which was aboit the year 1886. I grew to manhood in

this locality and I knew everyone for miles in etch directiobn

- and enjoyed 811 the faétivities at thet time so adeptasble to

young people. I attended churéh, dances, bell plays, horse

a .
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races and went fishing and hunting. Ky fathef famed end,
_of course, I assisted him all { could. He later a%,uired
many cattlé and in handling cattle over tLe castern part
of %tre Indien Territory I ?aturally acguainted myself oith

. 4
all the rozds and trails.
V4 ! 5

Of eourse, our path was rot a bei of roses, fur we

eznerienoed many hardships, but with stron- helicf in %he

fut%;§ an& with the coarage of real ploneers, tog.th.r. with
tue sprinkling of Cheroikee Indian blood, my m rents stuck it

xu ; ‘
o:t,
.

. Schools were scattored ard church was held either in

the school house or under erbors,

g
L]

Roads changed from time to ti-e, due to seasons and
&

high and. low waters in the rivers but the coursé pursued was

7

always in the same gereral direction,

The Texas Road,when I traveled it, erossed Red River from
Texas at a [oint about twe:ty~five miles norviwest of Dénison,
Texas, gard ran in & northrast.rly direction go the present tohwn
of iiead, thence;fo four miles west of Brown, thenc  to near Nida

a d¢ thence to Folsom on Blue Rivef, to Boggy Depot, crossirg

clear Boggy Cresk and continued northeasy, leaving Goalgate
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*

about fiftesn miles to the left. It orossed the highwey
near Kiowa, thence north to Heklester, thence to Massey
and tuen eust to u point about fifteen miles east of | ‘ -
anadian and then northuast acro:e the Canudiun River bo-
low the mouth of the North Cansdian Hiver to a‘point five
miles ac-t-of Texﬁgg upd then in & northern direcstion, and
crossing Little and big Elk Creekes and on to the cru sing
on Dirty Creek to one-aalf mile west of the Jdidland Vulley
Reilr ,ad bridge. Krom there it rar north through the wegti
gide of Keeftou, oerossing Uighway 64 about one und'one~haif
miles west of Kcefton, continued northfast to Bauld Knob
whioch is one-half mile sast of ths southeast’curacr of Bruapy
¥ountain, thc; north three-fourths of u mi;e eust or Uncle
Bud ledbetter's pluce, then northacsl onu-fourgh mile to
oA &ontéomnry'a place.and ¢rogseod Jopdy Jrue%jneur Ge rre
Zrittendon's pluce. It jasegéd tur.ugh the olﬂ Reuben Evans

'
ranch southwest of Iro.en Hock to on ~fourt ;mile wont of

t

Fro wn fock &nd then in a northeusterly dirbction to Rubbit

’

Ford, across the Arkansas River whish is nbéut 300 yards south

of the present ¥Frisco Reilroad bridge Wheﬁ,ihe Arkunaas-Rfyé%

-
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could not be f-rded people traveled to.Nevins Ferr, at the
mouth of Grand River., Then the road engled northenst thres-
fourths of a mile, theumcé north into Fort Gibsorn. Leaving

Fort Gibson the road went nerth .ast the >resent fort Gibson

~

water tower Xkeeping to the eest b.nk I the Srand River for
about fourgm&;es'until the mout’. of rlower Cruek was reacked.
Gere Grand Rivér was foréed about onc mile éu&t of th« present
R.0 Grande Ranch ané_the road ran northwest 5 one-'. .10 nile
west of wegomer and then followed ghe lire of the LXAT Rail-
road to one mile west of Choteau nd continied northpnd cast
to the east of iryor Zreek an then northeast to the big bend
on +rand River two miles n.rtawest of trang. PFrom there it
ran three miles wes${ of Ketchum, 'north to Bl&e Jacket and
continued to t.c miles vast @f ‘ﬁelci},\ then irn a northwest.rly
course to Chetopa, Kansse,

" I have been told by reople aho knew, 3 &t =1onw tie
road many historiesl eve:.ts trunsrired., It lead to rcar tue
C.nfedcrate _ort at Fort ah;hita and@ near tlc pluce w-ere
General Leavenworth died on t.e Jashita HBiver.

At Big Boggy Depot mxny of t e Jr.cks took refuge during

tra Civil far. Jake Simmons, now living at Haskell was one
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of tue refugees, althou’ he was a feTs foy.

The Texas Road crossad tue ¢1d California Trail,es;
tablished in 1849, atout i mi!%‘ﬂouth.of chlester, Near
this roed,-at Honey prin-s, ne:r oktals, was fougt h
maj&r battle -of thv C wil 7 r fouplt in ,$lahoma and mviny
confeder te Soldiers 2i1led in th t battle wre huried

. 3
Y ers, At sort Gibsorn ~w..,; things hz -1} @' £.i8 a8 the
‘
hub of all the roads leadinr - north, eaét, gout:. -uéd gt
Thé t wn of rryor recziv.d its name «ri-r olc Latharicl jryor

anc Chouteeu “fter an old family from t. Louls of the name

of Chouteau who once onersted @ trading po t b lore th. re-
. \
moval of tre Five Trides from the sast. HNear Eig Cgbin, or
iziowl

Cabin Creek, was fought & minor battle /s the Battle of Cabin
Creek, It wus alon~ this trail near Pensacola that the Con-
federates intercepted a Federal wagnn train anr»pt; 1o Fort
Gibson,‘téking all t*e men prisoncrs and coﬂfiscutina all the
teams, wagens and 3 ppliles,
¥i{litary Road - 1 -
This road ra; gouth out o? the Fort Gibson Dbirracks to

a point about one mile west of the present National Cemetery

t'.ence east past Lhe cemetery and ran in a soat.cast.rlydirec-
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tion across Wild Horse Prairie,\keé*ing between the moun-
tains at the foot of the present Bragss ¥ountain on the
_highway «to Braggs, continuing on to the Illinois River
crosaing above the uprer salt works (Mackey.dalt fiorks) .
From there it ran t. the upper end of Little Via;}dreek,
near thg presentd Ciréle Ao Ranch and contﬁnue& to tic Bowers
place on Camp Creek north of Muildrow and crossed the Arken-
sas River to Fort Smith near thg preéent 30ﬁn of~ Arkoma.
‘ Military Road No. 2.

Fort Gibson %o Came Hill, Arﬁanéas. o

leavin.- Eort Gibson this road followed Midlitary Road

%0, 1 to andmst the National Cemetery’ t-en instead of

branching to the southeast it ran east [through tﬁc €§§u of

ssynard t» about the present Cherokee County iine, t ence in

a northeastern direction, crozsicg ard Bayou a nunber of.
o

Reilroed depot, east acro.s the Illinois River om fthe Ross

Ferry (If the river could n§§“€€‘?af&ea)qana henpe t0' flell-

- "“"v«-—._w
At b

ing, crossing Berren Fork Creek on th. old bridge. From there
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the road ran northeast to a.poiut near the present towm of

Titaniehand then due east, thch was about five miles north

'of Barren and inéo Caﬁe Hill, A;Eansas, connécéing with the
¥ilitary noad which faé through Arkaneas to Yi=zsouri.

tii1itery Road Mo, Z.
Cane Hill, irkensas,to rort Smith.
leaving Cane Hill, Arkansas{ this rﬂ;d ran to nvansville,

Arker.sas, traveled down Lees Cregk in the Indian Territory to
tLe present Verona, crossed Briar Creek and over the rétglla

S

¥ountain then ‘psst the old Hugh Simpsor farm and intersccted
tte old Lilitary Road No, 1 at Tleasant <roveSpring, near the
’LleasantGrove greveyard,. It passed by the Montgomery Spring
betweén‘%he e Do and John Zlackard farms, ?hewc( SUutheaét 1o
a%;fielé_ﬁquﬂtainlon %0 Roland und the.c:2 noié;west te the

. “ﬁorﬁhwésp end~5f GCrassy L ke, %hence‘southeast by the ~1d Dr.
Béll place on the sust erd of Grazsy lLake on the oatlet end

(Bf tﬁ; lake by goPSton and Gabe rayne's pl;ce and crossed the
Arkdﬁsas River aboJ§ 500 feet sast of the KissoﬁrifFacific

satlroad bridge, near or at Van Buren on Morgans Ferry and

thence into Fort Smith. .
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Military Round "No. 4"
Fort Gibson to Fort Coffey and lort Smith.
This road left Fort Gibson on ¥ilitary Ro.d No. 1 ih"
a2 sogfheasterly direction to Braggs, thernce southeast to Gore,
crossing the Arkansas Kiver on a ferry to .ebber Falls, thence

along on the south side or the river to the Vann Ferry, near

i

t ¢ mouth of the Canadian River, thence to Miten and Sadie.
rrom there it ran to the ferry at Blalne then to Tucker and
fram,theée to ¢ld Fort Coffey. From Fort Coffee the road ran
~alo;lg the course of the aArkansas River to Oak lodge, thence
to EZraden and ;eﬁo and on to Arkoma, crossing the Yoteau
Riveg by ferry to rfort Smith, ﬁrkaﬁsas.,

| Milltary Road No. 5.
Fort Gibson to Jebber Falls. .

" This rgad left Fort Gibson on the ¢ld Texad Road,

crossing at éeviﬁ's FerAyiif the -rivcr was up, otherwise
_crossing at tie Roek ¥Jrd on the irkanses River in North

Goose Neck Bend, at tie old John Chandler place, now the

Dr. Thompson farme om there it ran south one - half mile

near the Bill Harnage graveyard, passing 200 yerds west oOf

the Harnage home place, t.ence south to Renry (Squawkf'”
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Nicholson's, which is & point near the Smith Ferry, one time

operated by Bud Smith, A4t this ferry a road led 5 Braggs

across the ferry but the Military Road continued down t-e

Arkansas River $o the .ammner place and then left the river

for the upland about one-half mile east of the east end of

the old Rube Evans Ranch, thence southeast to one mile sast

of the present town of Mclain, thence in & southeasterly

direction to Webber Falls where i¢{ ran into Military Road

No. 4.

Fords and Ferries,

The Zollowing Perries crossed the Arkensas River:

Name of Ferry

Brent
Blaine
Tamaha
Smith
HeMakin
Rogers
Nevins
Thompson
Harris

Leachers
Simeon Brown
Scott -Gentry
Goweta

Lynch
flealaka

chation
Brent
Blaine Bottom

Temaha Landing

9 mi., SE Muskogee

4 mi, east Mumkogee
.4 mi, above MoMakin
Mouth Grand River
Mouth Verdigris River
2 mi. above mouth

Verdigris River

North end Mill Streat

Near PFerm Mountain
One mile east

O0ne mile south
Highvyay Bridge
Near leonard

Near present town

Brent

Blaine -
Tamaha

Muskogee °

. Muskogese

Muskogese
Fort Gibson
Fo;t Gibson

Muskogee
Muskogee
Muskogee
Haskell
Coweta

Webber Falls

" Leonard
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The follovwing ferries crossed the Crand River:

i

Kame of Ferry Location Near Present town
Military Near Barracks Fort Gibson
Waegoner 4 mi, No, and 4 mi.east ‘Wagon.r
McCracken East of Pryor, 6 mi, "~ Pryor

Strang Near Strang ) sbrang

The following ferries crossed the Illinois River:

!
Gore ‘ 1 and 4 mi. northeast  Gore
Cookson Near Stendine Roek Cookson
Boudinot -4 mi, east Tahleqush Tahlequuh
Ross - 2mi, edst Park Hill Park Hill

Chewey . 3 mi. west Chewey Chewey
The followins ferries crossed the Canadian River:

fhitefield 1 mi. mortheasy Whit~field thitefield

Brewer Bend Near Brocken in Belle itarr

. Canyor Brocken
Ferry : Near poath-N, Canadiesn Texane
Onapa 4 Mi, west on N. Canadian Onspa
Stidham Just mrih Stidhem Stidhan

\

I‘recall that u‘uere was one ferry about two miles

north of Okay'on the Vérdipris R1Ver, near a five foot falls

‘ K3

\1n the rIVer. It served the peorle betwsen Wagéner and

Tallahassge. n | ' o ‘ o
: i

" The Childer's Eerry crossed the Verdigris River about

AN !

four mi;es ‘west ofmyagonen near the predent high ay bridge

. between Wagoner and Porters
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‘ . Ghost Towns. ;-

'\

1 know of a town thet once eristed down in the

‘ru \ -~

ccmmunity where I grevw up and I guess few people

«today remember thwt quiet, settled little tonz of

‘\.

Remy, whichﬂonce 728 & flourishing little metrono is

-

of poasibly Qne»uhousand people. ~ e

-

% . Remy, in 1894, wa; buzziné‘%ith aétmw; ‘T.do
.o not reoall whether or'no% the place was ever mapoed .
“: as to street» and- alleys but do know thet it was a8 |
“mail distributing\cgnten for milee and the post office
was runfﬁy\Dr. S. P. Johnson. BHow the pleéé ;aoéived
ite neme I do not knos unlees the Cherokee or United
States Government adopted the mame on_account of the
post office. _This 1ittle city ?odey*could be loceted _ L
ga about fiv; miles noith'of thg Present.town_of

Roland. I do not recall the date of the founding of Remyh

but do know that Bill and John Blackard established a gener:-

.
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merchandise store, that Dr. Hick opsrated a drug store und

that Dr, Anderson vwas & practicing physician there. The post-
master, S. P, Johnson, also oper%ped a store aiong with the
post office, 4 sawmill and grisé{mill employca quite a fewn
ﬁen cuttiﬂg.gﬁaber, kauling iqgs and operating the sawmill

and a number of men worked at the grist mill during the fall

. and wint&r months. These two mills were owned by Dr. Johgi =

son. The village was, however, recliant on trade from the

- %
-

farmers around it. The town passed‘putxof'existenCe elong
ebout 1896, some of the inhabitants moving 0 Roland, some

to Fort Smith, Arkansas, some to Sallisaw snd elsewhere,.

~

‘“3 I know of bther %owns but cant tell.muech of\ghem £Xw

-~

cept I remember they once were but are no more, 1 feca;;

Dogtown on Lees Creek about five miles south of Short aﬂd
the merchant, if I remember correctly was Joe Boyd.

The town of Ma.le, Maple Springs we celled ii, was at

.

. an early date, a good village. It is still on the map as Mapled,

- but it really is hpthing at 811l snd the seme thing is true of

t Long. There is just one box house store‘at Long and I don'y

believe there is any—store at all at HMaples.
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The indian Tefritofy,during the reconstruction -period

after the Civil #ar, was appa ently a hideout foT outlews, due

Vd

to thé Indian's tridel form of government, I have bcen told
that {n the late seventies garngs of ou:laws discovercéd a cave
éhich later became known as "Robbers Cave", It is located far

back in the hill country, about seven miles north of dilburton. .

-

The outlawsﬂéeldom bqthered éhe citizens of the Indian Terri-

-

tory but preyed u-on the trains which carried large sums of
money. If vou left the old out .aws alone a2nd did not meddle

AY
-~ with them they would be your friend. The outlaws of old would

teke their loot and bury it and make ajméﬁ for the purpose of

F
£

returning some da . . to get it. OSome of these outla:s who used
A
the Robbers Cawve were the Jame,ﬁsang? Dalton 'Gang,; Cole Yeounger
‘l

Gang und BellStarrand her foliowers. I heve seen tﬁese cangs

t

headings for the ca%e over the o0ld ¥ilitary Road No,.é that ran
a8t our pluce and at times I saw them'in the BelleStax® ‘anyon.
About four miles northeast Af Fort Gibsan there was
sone few years ago, a two-story hewed log house't£at 5ud port
..0les you-could 5 € ou* of 1n'every dirsction &'+:d@ large enoug'.

to fire rifles through 1f need bc. This house was constructed

simiNar to the ones at the reconstructed barracks at Fort
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Cibson. It q?uld ve located by following the northeast |
prong of Fld;ers Cree;, going up strezm from .its mouth.

I heve seen this house Some two or three times and as

io being a robbers' roost that was told me by old timerms

iiving in the 1mmediate/;;mmunity, I cannot say as to ‘

what'ganga frequented the place.

-

4

One of the.interésfing spots occupled by the Spanish
when they were in thia country, and which has been omitted

from historioal accounts of that time, 18 the locetion of

-~

an old Spanish smelter that was built and operateé by the
Spanish lofig before the foundiﬁg of Fort Gibson, &nd is in

the vicinity of that city. This smelter is loceted abhout

four @nd one-half miles north of Fort Cibson, on the eegt‘

[

bank of Orand Fiver shere Flowera'Cieek'emptiee into Gfénd

~
-

River and about six hundred feet up- Flowers Cresk from its-
mouth on the south side of the mountainl It 15 B3eid there
were once four smeiters near this locetion. That these
smelters ware built by Speniards, is by word of.mouth,
handed doﬁn from g neretion to genefhf}on‘aﬁd ecomes guthen-
tically from one of Oklahome's oldest se;tlr"e, Mr, Hulbert,
the founder of the tosn of Hulbert. ¥y first visit to

this spo} was some years ago and I found tlat {t was of
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stone constructior and was built ty expert stone musons and

[V

stone cutters. The stones in the wglls ere ahsui fourteen
4 *

inches square &nd lald in mortar of pulver}zed limestone gnd

-

" e¢igher burfalo, 4-er or.elk blocd. The building is about
fourteén”bé g}xtecn fect, It csnnot be dot mmined whot ore

_ was smeltered,\but 1% COuld\gave been\lead, copper, gold
or silver and some.o;d timers }hink it was éold. Some lave

advanced the idea that the United Stetes Government at one

~

time built and operated this smelter, but this _idea is ex-

élodéd*due‘@o the fact the% our Govermme t hes no record of
o ' ' , 2 ,
gver building a smelter in this loculity., "To further bolster

vhe theory th:t the 3panish inhabived our state at this spot

at_one time)you will find, by exiloring fu?ther up Flowers -

~

Creek some few miles what is rresumebly a Spanish villagé,

' &s many dugouts exist today that were once used for housing

~

facilitiss. One visiting in %his communify can follow out
the roads leading away from the olgd smelt.r to the routheast

Yo the prresent road to ¥ort Gibson, Whatéver it was that was
smeltered must have been certed baek to Mexico or transpors-

) . N
ed down the Grand and Arkansas Rivers by row boats and canoss,
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Crystal Cave.

Z v

Crystal Cave was 80 named by the people who live in
the vieinlity, It would be well for those who get a thrill

out of secking out and exploring caves, to vizit this one.

el

I have been to i! and entered but, being ared a .4 incapacitat=
ed; 1 gould not go through it as I would have liked to do,

It is located about four and one-half miles north of Fort
B

Gibson on Flower Creek about one mile up stresm from the

mouth of the creek, at what is known as FloVWer Creck Yountain,

- -~

snd about two hundred feet from thb~ base of the mountéin. The

-~

entrence to the cave is about a twelve fooil opening snd follow=

-~

ing back some distance in the mouniain you come to a rhaft in

~

which there is a 1eng loeust uOlu and by slidinm down the

.pole you come to a room with a ceiling of rock from which

) thick
hange formatiom like icicles about Bixteen inches/“% the rool

tapering to a point of about one 1néh. >1his shaft is a death

R

" and fall down the shaft they are doomed-%z die ;or want oL

food bec&use they canﬁot get out, I remembcr-segia dnad T

- . >
—— [y — .

g ﬁgat 2t the foot of the ‘shaft the last ‘day I was thece, -

-‘






