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i4r# -ralmer s ansrrera to £he questions asked Mm were

as follows: ' 4

I am sixty-three years old. I was born ne-.r *ort 3mith,

Arkansas, October 16, 1873, and carae to l;.dian ^-erri'.ciy along

with iiiy iF.ret.ts in 188<> axl set t led a t what i s now Cowlington,

Oldaho;-:a, Lei'lore County en\.continued to l ive tiiespe un t i l

1927 when I and my feusily. rooved to L'hiakogee, Cklahoma*

l̂ y father was a farmer' and his motive for coming to the

Indian Territory'was that he fe l t there v.era renter oppcrtun-

l t i o s in 12ie new land than they were back 1*1 *j*karisas, look-

ing* forward to the days that the country would be opened

for settlement,^ 30 much talked iO? a t that jfcime, lie had to

pay a fee, of one dol lar a month for a long time to res ide

here and then f inal ly nothing. u e set t led down and began to

prosper, farming as he did togethei with ca t t l e r a i s ing .

He did not make the race in 1889. All the land he ever

acquired or that I own was purchased.

LIFE AiP CUarOMS

The houses and schools were of log construction* There

were some, however, which were bui l t of nstive lumber.

The Bnglish language wastteught in a l l the schools and
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the Protestan4 f a i th v.vis ^Fiiched In rll the churches*

'.*© raio^d cotton and corn principally and of .course

we had our gardens.

All cotton gins es well &a g r i s t mil ls wer<* operated'
i

by horse power* I do remember a wat&r sii l l e t one tii&e

ne r the p r e s e t town of 'otemi, on.the Poteau River, but

I cannot cal l the n«arr.e of the owner.

Ther& vns plenty of «riid be r r i es , f ru i t s add :.uts such

as dewberries bledkberries, graps3, plums, strawberries,

hickory nuts and walnuts,

Wild animals v.ere p len t i fu l . Deer, black bear, Lobcat,

panther, s ; a i r r e l , turkey, o'possum, racconn, fox, coyotes and

quai l . I hav« sjsen herds of deer in the ..intfing Stair \nd

Kiamichi fountains ip the lower part of the present Le^lore

County. There was some in the Sugar l*>&f Mountains. We had

venison and turkey just abcut so*rau,ch we did not care for i t .

There was wild hogs and wild help see, top . The neighbors

usually got together in tiie l a t e f a l l after the hogs were

as fat as they would be, on the mass, and k i l l endugh one.

day to supply a l l of them for the winter months. I never

knew my father as long as he lived to fatten a hog on corn.

The wild horses would range,and gr ze in the va l leys and
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take refuge in the vari c •/ rite i na Oaring the

winter months.

FORDS /-ID

i remember the iiob Vann Ferry across the Cam diaii River,

about.seven miles up strean from where i t empties into the

Arkansas Kiver. '$&!& was the ferry used bv. the old siage

line running between ..ebbers Fa l l s , Indian Territory, and

Fort bMth, arkansas.

'Iliere was a ferry near the moutfc of the I l l i no i s River

omed airl operated by Bullett Forensan,

As t - fords they were numerous a t different points on the

Ptfteau River but ^ere of no par t icular nare,

STEAMBOATS *m ST&A. rK3Rli:3

-I did not ioesntion the ferry across the ^kansas River

near the present highway bridge nt Webbers Fa l l s , Oklahoma.

This was f i r s t a*pole ferry,"then a cable , &nd l a s t a

steam ferry. This ferry was owned by iyach and Campbell.

The steamboat landings were a t SkullyvillejTnmaha,

«v«bbers Fal ls , &.id wovirts Ferry, Indian Terr i tory. The

i*evins Ferry was up e t the mouth of the Grand and Verdigris

Rivers. I never, saw th i s ferry but I heard the old steam-

boat 'captain speak of i t * '
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When the boats whistled for the* ianding the whol6

village would turn out to meet and to gr.ee.t i t . They

carried both passengers and f re ight . The merchants would

cart 'their merchandise away from ike "'land ing about as fast

as i t was unloaded by the roust-a-bouts.

Some of/Siese boe.te came fro m as fsr as !̂ ew Orleans,

Memphis, and L i t t l e Rock when the r i ve r was up, this being

usually in the iaonth of June, tost of tho bot t s , however?

from Li t t le Hock and Fort 3mitu tr ied to run on a schedule

of once a month. ->ometimes some of these boats mmlsi steam

on up the r iver t s far o the i.'evins Landing with merchandise

for Fort Gii-s.n avA I.^uskogee, Indian Terr i tory. If 1fce r iver

was so that the boats could not get up the r iver due to low

water the freightT»S unloaded at Webbers Falls tu.3. J-iien hauled

by freight wagons to Fort C*bson and tfaskqgee, I can r e c a l l

the names of the following &oats and captains;

Steamer - Captain

Mary "D" . Blakalj '
Border City Blakely
Lucy Walker Joe Vann
Je«nie ISay Walter &x£f
Memphis Packet Unknown
L&umalle n

John'Matthews "

The % r t l e "B" was owned and operated H>y Captain BJakely.

This boat I helped to build in the mouth of the Foteaii River'.
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I t had e stern v*eel erd l\i. side wheels and #as so bui l t

tha t i t could lama bow f i r s t or sidewise -7?ith eeoe,.

The Lucy A'aj/ker, -run by Joe Vann, had a boiler explosion,

T??o or. three of the dock hands were i i / l e d and Captain Joe

jumped into the river and was drowned.

The John Matthews, loaded with shelled corn frcm ..ebbers

r e l l a , i f I r eca l l correctly, ran into the bridge piers &t

Van Btzren, Arkansast The Jnjpact cracked the hull ai.d the

boat and cargo ??as sunk. This TOIS. the only t r ip the John

&atthet?s ever Eede up the river and i t was the largest boat

I ever saw cone up the r ive r ,

RANCHES

I did some ranch work, and w^ked on the Tandy '.-alker

o u t f i t . F i f teen years of my l i f e were spent in the saddle ,

croping, r i d i n g , punching c a t t l e and bronco b u s t i n g . The

ranch was known as the S ta r IS&r Banch, n*e handled around

two thouianS head eaxsh y e a r , I-mean b} t h a t t h a t each year

we would «$$. our herd t o two thousand and the g l a n c e we

would d r ive t o Fort Smith, ^ k a n s a s . These were not Texas

c a t t l e as were some of the c a t t l e f a r t h e r over on the ranches

t o t h e west . We r e a l l y r a i sed our c a t t l e # >>e usua l ly would

have -roundup tim» in the fall after the steers were grass fat
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and brand a l l the calves. All .the calves which followed

their mo tilers with our hranl wer« put in our brand.

Cattle of other brands which strayed into our herds were

corraled and the owners notified• The ca t t l e were a l l on

opan sane*. «e would herd 1iiem onto the p la i r s and pra i r ies

in the summer time and in the f e l l we gradually worked them

back onto the mountain sides ar>& into the canyons for the

winter.

I spoke of wild horses, tfe boys would.rope l o t s of

them ani r ide them just for the fun of i t but there was*two

roan s ta l l ions we tr ied to catch for months and f ina l ly got

them* My first- job after, the i r capture was to r ide them

and I real ly had some furl# They eventually mede good cow

poni«s and later, ' en account of the&r being BO r a i l r&tcheei

for s ize and color, the boss of the ranch took them for a

buggy ieam and a f t e r a length of time he traded them to an

Indian for one hundred and f i f ty acres of l a i d ,

."* ' flQBDS AM) frRAHS

I knew of no part icular road other than ihe mail route

from Webbers Fa l l s , Jn^ien Terr i to iy t to *'ort Stnith, ixk'ansas.

This road cane out of uebbers Fa l id , Indian Terri tory, crossed

tbe Canadi&n Kiver.on the "Ann Ferry, and ren alon^ about the
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course of the ^irksnsas Rjver to .where the nouth of the
» «

Potoau Rive.-.ran into th« ---rkansas hiver and than ferried

to Fort &nith, Arkansas. ^In driving odr cattl.e to market
- • « *

a t Fort Sanith we never used trie fer ry . <¥e always swam the .
* . •. . - « . .

r iver wl̂ H them*

The X#C.3^ weilroad, forpserly c.ol'led he olrl "plit Log,
< \ *

buil t throngti ^ePloi-t Cc'tmty in 1894 and t> i s was t \ e begin-

ning of opening up tLe' igsaense coel f ie lcs ir that jsection.

Later,, ttie F.TrfS.,S. ... and the L".7; rai l roads built , through

in 1903 and 1. C4 and.these icadc traversed the coal field

region leiif.th arfi crosswise which proved to be- j rof i t^o le

aid th is i s today e greet i idustry in Heskcll and -^Flbre . -

Countie.s» The Rock luiar.d Rialrosd traversed ti;e na rhern

part of this count.r,, tircu.M* "-he cotO. f ie lds ir. that section, -

surrounding istei1 ,

The old stearaboAt landing a t Skuilyville passed away

and back from the rivaa* on the railroad was buil t the pre-

sent town of Spiro,

Eanajna was f i r s t called Hagtovra. Ragtown was about
\
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four rnllea from the rai lroad ana with the eomtsg of the

road Regtonh passed away and thus the new tovna of Panama•

Tfoere was su i tab le 'c ley in the Sugar Loaf and Winding

Stair Kouafcains. far iiie inaking of bri^k and lo t s of brick

Louses «<rre f inal ly made out of brick made by hand*

We bought a l l of our clothing a t Fort Sni+h. For the

oddity of the thing I once fcought a frit•' v-oapra sh i r t • I"

mean"just a bosom with a dollar on i t and yon could fasten

i t around your neck and wear i t fo r Jtnday and be dressed
»V..

up, I also had a t 01^ time e vest I couM wear for every

day and then t iux^i t wrong side out and have a loud colored

vest for o-


