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k&.“;~aMBr's answers to the questions asked him were
as follows: | "4 | ‘

I em sixty-three ycars olde I was born ne-r fort Smith,
Arkensas, Lctober 16, 1873, and came to l.dien .erri‘cry aloné
with my ¥ rents in 1880 ad setiled at what is now Cowiington,
Cklaho~a, lerlore County &.’.comtinued to ~l:;.ve there until
1927 when I end my fauily moved to Muskoges, Cklahoma, |

Ly father was & farmer and his metive for coming to the
Indian Territory was that he felt there ;*.ere-reater op;;cz;tun~

‘ &ties in the new land than they were back in ~rkersas, lock-
ing forward to the dsys thet the country would be opened
for settlement, so much talked .ol at that time. ie hed to
pay & fee of one dollar & month for a lung :time to reside
here end then finally nothing. ¢ gettled down and began to

* prosper, farming as he did togethe: with c‘a’stle raising.
He did not make the race in 1889, All the land hs cver
acquired or that I own was purchased,

LIFE sllo CuSTOLS

The houses anmi schools were of log construction, There
were some, howsver, which vere built of nstive lumber.

The Englfah language wastiaught in all the sclicols and
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the Pr'otestarxi Taith ‘v:::s Lrz:ched in 11 the churches,

«e raio~8 cotton and corn principally and of.course
we had our gurdens.

A1l cotton gins 25 well as grist mills wer opersted’
by horse power. I do remamber a water mill st one tinme
16 r the presa.t town of otesu, on.the Fotesu Ri\;sr, but
I gannot call the name cf the owner.

Thera was plenty of wild berrieg, fruits ;3dd :uts such
ag dewberries bledkberries, grapes, ilums, strewberries,

y :

hickory nfx‘q:s and walnuts,

+11G acimals were plentiful. Deer, black bear, Lobeat,
pantrer, s:uairrel, turl.cey, o'possum, raccoan, fox, coyotes and
quail. I h;:ve seen herds of deer in the .inding Stair nd
Kismichi Mounteins ip the lower pasrt of the present Leflore
County. There was some in the Su‘gér loaf Mountains, ¥e had
venison and turkey just abcut somuch we 4id not care for it.

There was wild hogs end wild hdrses, too. The neighbors °
usually got together in the late fall after the hogs were
as fat as they would be, on the mass, and kill en:mgh one
day to supply &ll of them for the winter months. I never

¥new my father as long as he iived to fattern a hog on corne

The wild horses would rungze and gr ze in the valleys and
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take refuge in the vari ¢ v mtong daring the oo ls
winter months,

FORDS /1D FERLIES , S

i remember .‘.t;he dob Venn Yerry across the Can:dian River;
about seven miles up strean from where it empties into the
srkansas Hiver. Whis wes the ferry used b. the old siage
lin‘e runnmg between .evbers Falls, Indian Territory, und
’Fort oSmd th, arksnees.

There wes a ferry ne.er the mouth of the Illinois River
ovmned and opercted by Bullett For eman,

/g8 t. fards they were numerous at different points on the

Poteau River but viers of no psxrticular nare,

STEAMBGATS ~ND STEub. TERRILS

-1 did not mention the ferry ‘across the .xrkansas River
near the present highway bridge nt Webbers Falls, Oklahoma.
This was first & 'pole ferry, then a cable , &ni last a
sterm ferry. This ferry wes omed by Lynch end Campbell,

The steamboat landings were at Skullyville,Tumaha,
iebbers Falls, md Hevius Ferry, Indien territorye. The
ievins Fori'y was up &t the mouth of thé drand snd Verdigris

: P

_ Rivers. I never. ssw this ferry but 1 heexrd the old steame

.boat ‘captain speak of ite :
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When the boats whistj.lecj_l for the’ landing the wholé

’ viilage would turn out to meet snd to grest it. They
carried ‘both passengers end freight. The xﬁ‘;;'chants would
cart."their merchandise awasy from ﬁxé"iancim about as faét
as it was unload;d by the rloust-a-bouts. '

Some of _these boets came fromas fer es liew Orleerns,
NemphiB, ané Little Rock .when the river was up, this being
usuall§ in the month of June. Noat of the bo:ts, however,
from Little Nock and Fort Omith tried to rTun on a schedule
of once a mornth. Jometimes some of these boats would ateam
on up the river ¢s far s the llevins Landing with merchandise
for Fort Giis.n and Luskogee, Indian Territory. If the river

was s0 that the boets could not get up the river due tc low

ightwas unlosded at liebbers Falls u:d ‘Jen hsulad
wagons to Fort Cihson and Lﬁlékqgee. I can recsll

ths namms of the following Poats and captains:

Steamer : Ceptain
Hary "D" o Blaksly
Border City Blakely
Lacy Walker ‘ Joe Vann
Jemnis Lay fialter huff
Memphis Packet Unknown
lsumelle "

John Matkhews "

' N
The Myrtle "B" was owned and operated by Captain Blakely.

This boat I helped to build in the mouth of the Foteau River.,
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It hed £ stern wresl erd t+. side wheels and was 2o built

“t

that it could 1&76 bow first of sidewise with eese..

The lucy ﬁélker,-run by Joe Venn, had a boiler eéxplosion.

+
¢

Two or, three of the deck hands were kil&ed énd Ceptain Joe
'jumpbd into the river ard was drowned.
" The John Matthsws, losded uith shelled corn from webbers
/ Feila, if I recsll correctly, ran into the bridge piers st
-- ?an Buren, Arkanses, The impact crzcked the hull ard the
I\boat and cargo was sunk. This ves, the only trip the John

Katthews ever mede up the riveq and it was the largest bvoat

—~
I ever saw come up the river.

RANCHES
Ry

Hh : &3 A -

A 2

E: - i
I did@ sore ranch work. end wgisgﬁ o1 the Tandy ~alker

‘outfit. Fifteen years of my life were spent in the saddle,
roping, riding, punching cattle and bronco bustinge. The
panch was known as the oter Ber Ranch. we hendled ércnnﬂ

two %housend head oagh year. I-mean by that that each year

~

-’ N 4
we would ckf our herd to twe thousand and the é%lance w6
would drive to Fort Smith, srkansas. These were not Texas &

cattle as were soms of the cattle farther over on the ranches

-

to the west., We really raised our cattle, e usvally would

have roundup time in the fall after the steers were grass fat
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and brand all the calw;,es. A1l the calves which followed
thpi; mothers with our brand we'ro' put in our brand.
Cattle of other brands which strayed into our herds were
corraled and the owners not;:‘t’i’ed. I'h;s cattle were all on
al;an ranc~e. e wquld herd :them ont6 thelplairs and prairies
in 1';he sumner time and in the fsll we graduslly worked them
b;ck onto the mountain side&; ard into the canyons for the
winter. | |
I spoke of wild horses. #e bogs would rope lots 4of~

dhem and ride them just for the fun of it but there was -two
roan stallions we tried to catcha for months end finally got
then;i My first job aften thgi: capture wes 1o ric‘:e them
and I really had some ~fur;. T_hey evgxtually mede good cow
ponies and later, cn account of 1;;;;; being so w211 r&tched
for size and eoior, the boss of the ranch took tlhem for a

, buggy beem end after a length of time he traded them to en
Indian f01: one hundred and fifty acres of iaui.

RORDS AND TRAILS

I lxew of no particular rosd other thsn the msil route

from iebbers Fslls, JIngian Territory, to ¥ort Smith, Arkunsas.

This rcad came out of uebbeps Falls, Indist Territory, crossed

-

the Cenadien River on the Vann Ferry, end ran along about the

kY
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course of the arkensas River to where the mouth of the

Pl . . B . ”lb
Poteau Rive  ran into the ~rkansas kiver and then ferried
to Fort Smith, AvkenseS. _[n driving our ctle to marke

at ¥ort Smith we mever used the ferry. de always swam the.

L]

. tiver wi®h them,

RALILROADS -

v
-

The L.Cale nailréad, I‘ormaz;ly colled he éld rlit Loé,
‘built througn LeFlor: Ccunty in 1894 end t)is was the begin-
ning of opening up tue‘i;r;"r:enée coel ficlcs .5.: thet section,
inafgr,. the F.T4S.0 . and ”’the L.".V:« railrosds built. through
'in 1903 and’l.Gé arﬂ,'these' magi;‘travensekd the c¢oal field
region leusth ard crosswie;z which ;,rcve;i to Le ;';‘ofitgg};le

ard this is today & greet irdustry in leskell and Lgl‘"lbre

Counties. The Rock luland Riamlrosed t-uversed the so rhern

A

L4

. d

pert of this count:, ilrci.n *he corl fields ir that section, .

~.
surrouwrding .ister, Okleljorm.

MISCELLANECUS

N - . e
_The ol4 ‘steambodt landing st Skullyville ressed away

and back from the rivar om the railroad was built the pre-
sent town of Spiro.

Panegne ﬁaé first called Hagtown. Ragtown was about
\ ‘ .

~
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fo,mj miles from the railroed and with the coming of the
road Regtomh passed eway and thus the new town of Fanama.
There was suitabls cley in the Sugar Loaf and Winding

Stajr Fountains for the making of brid¢k and lots of brick

Louses re‘r:ra finslly made out of brick made by hand,
Wie bought all of our clothing at Fort Smith, For the
0ddity of the thing I once hought a frie' “ospm shirt, I

meen- jugt a bosom With a c¢ollar on it and you could festen

Y,
e >

it sround your neck ami wear it for Sunday and be dressed

o
‘e .,

upe I also had at one time & vest I could wear for every

day and then dum i* wrong side out and have a loud colored .

.
<

vest for Sindny. © 0 - _ o



