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ALNER ELIZACETH LINLSEY INTERVITY
Two interviews with Mrs. Elizabeth Lindsey Palmer (Miami

WOmen) at 115 A NW, Miami, Okla. \
Nannie Lee Burns, Field Worker

* Indian-Pioneer History S-149 -~ "

April 14, 1937. o /8

L]

A MIAMT INDIAN WOMAN'S STORY.

My grapimother wase—------ Pesawah (Fullblood Miami )

My mother was Mary Pesawah n o n
My father was Marocus Lindsey - " Peoria)

My'grandmother and mother came from Peru, Ind., with'a_party
of Miamis when they moved from that couetry to Kansas near
the yeer of 1846. This party traveled by boat down the
canal to the Ohio, through the Mississippi and up the
Missouri to Kansas City where the boats were left;and trav-
eled over land to Marysville, Kansas.

As this party made their way slowly down the river on large
flat-boats, those from the banks could see some of them
sleeping, some smoking, others gathered together solemnly
talking with children gathered near and some of the wamen

aaoking

[

and doing the varfOus tasks. -
Mary Pesawah was eleven or twelve years of age at this time
and could not understand whv she and her mother should

leave their home and relatives (somé by the name'of Aveline

%y
H

still living there) and take thlq strange journey.

(Mery had brown hair and a fair skin and later in lire often

“wondered i; she, was not b§ birth a white person.

Many Pesawsah married Marocus Lindsey, a fullblood interpreter

at Paols, Kansas to which union were born two girl# and three

boys of which Mrs: Palmer was the only one to surviVe infanoy.
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She, Elizabeth Lindsey was borp May 5, 1860 at Miami Mission
‘Kensas. Her father dled in 1866.
) &

Her mother, Mary Pesawah Lindsey, married Chief Thomas Frand s
Richardville of the Miamis. They' wer.a‘married by Rev. Smith,
a Baptist minister at Miami Mission, in sugust 1867.

krs, Palmer gttended school -at liami Village ana later at
Fontana, Ks., and was teken to the Stephens Female "ollege

at Lexington, 3o., when ten years 0ld, wherf she remained .
two years, “hief Richardville took ¥rs. Palzer #ith some
oéheé s{udents and 'she sgps that dreading for him to 1gave,
she hid his hat to keep him from leaving and ome of the
ladies took her away- till after he was gone. One of her

most pleassant memories is of Mother Qulin, thé wife of the
Supt. Later she returned to Frontana to school. .

Even a% this time 5iief Richardville was coming to Baxter
Springs and driving out and preaching qﬁee ; month at ;he
APeoria school house and later at the Drake'school house,

On one of his trips, his wife and Mrs., Palner accampanied

him and on the street in Baxéer, Chief pointed out some
Modocs, both- men and women on the street; the .women dres-

sed and most. of them having bright colored shawls, the men

in shirts and trousers but fastened %t the ﬁeck and'ba;k,

"of their coats and again at the waists ﬁas a black strip

of cloth séme twelve or fifteen inéhes wide which reached
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the ground and trailed on the ground behind ‘them.. Her
step~-father said, "Daughter be. careful not to step on
their trains for if you do you will have t0o marry him,"
She sta-tes that she returned to thé place where they
were stopping and stayed indoops till time :to leave.

MARRIAGE AND REMOVAL TO OKLAHOMA.

L\ mel <

Lizzie Lindeey (Elizabeth) married James Lawson Plamer,
a white man of near Fontena sho was born near 1ilmothville,
Mo., on a farm and who was the son Willson Palmer born

October 6. 1836 and his mother, Marths Palmer, bara

La

October 16, 1836. They were married November 4, 1880 at

§

Paole, Karsas by the Rev. Lowther'; a Baptist minister =znd
tc this union one son, Harley Thomas Palmer, the present

Chief of the Nkismis, was born July 22, 1881 at Fontana, /

/

Kaﬂsas [} //' /

/
Chief Richardville had previons to this arrgpged gnd boyght
. ’ /

v

for the Miemis sufficient land from the Peorias far eatch

of the tribe living in Kans;é/as to bave 200 acres each.
The land_laeying west and si;uth of the uapaws and west
of the Peorias. -

Mrs, ‘Palmer tells me fha}: all of the Mian.lis di.d not come
at one time but came a family or several families at a
timé ‘ove\r a period of several years and %het all of -them

never came which resulted in a surplus of land. The land

'

that they owned in kensas they sold as it was theirs fndiv-

80
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idually and they sold as opportunity presented iiself.
‘Chief Richardville owned a large two-story, eight-room.-
hou.se \anda ’seve'ral hundred acres of land. Their houses
were ;ell rm‘ni's‘ﬁsd and th=y had plex'zty and good stock”
around, kr. Palmer s brother's wife now lives on this place
which 18 one mile south of Fontana, Ka. 3
Chief Richardville amd femily came n}‘ 1682 and settled
tiree miles west of Commerce, Oklahoma and improved the
place that is now the Robinson-Mainess Dairy and here true
to form he built a learge twc;-s‘tory house and large barns;
Mr. amd Mrs. Pelmer came in the early spring of 1884. She
and her son, Harley, came by train to Baxter Springs and
bringing what Iw’cr.’_ Palmer could not bring through in a’
wagon., He drdve a,large pair of dappleé grey mares and
brought his <tock wi th him:- He came dire~tly to her land,
and her son's, which is three miles due north ‘of Miami,
c;nd immediately began ploughing and preparing to make a
home, while she and her son remsined.in Baxter, seeing
him only on weexenc.is. when the warm weather came she
insisted on living with him, so their home for the summer
was a large tent end a large cook shed that ‘he erected
by placsing posts in the ground and a sup.por): through the

' —

[N

middle’ from which the boards sloned each way. -

[} .
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While living here one dey she saw a Texas longharn that
had broken ‘through the fence, headed. for the tent, and
she said that she boosted the son up on a salt bharrel

~

that stood by gne of the posts and from the top of the
barrel to the top of the shed and followed him ;nd remain-~
ed on the’roof t11l after the steer was reseued and
driven back towards the noad, the driver stopped to apoio-
gize. “rhat falt Lr. Péimer bought a two-ro m house with
an attic-amd moved it on the land in which they lived
till 1885, when he built the present five-room house with
a hal. and moved into-it when the partitions were set '
and the fioor laid, that summer he tacked-muslin to
the studdings for walls and plastered; that fall, before
6014 weather. : . . | . -
JINTONN ,POSTOrFITE.

% this time peOplé hee were compelled to go to Raxter
Sprincs for their mail and even a sﬁﬁol of thread, which
was very inconveni~nt, so }r. Pglmer.and his neigﬁﬁars
talkinz one day, suggested thqi they have é'postoffiﬂe
estadlished in their neighbarhood and they agreed that

;
Mr., ialmer should be postmaster. The other three men

were, Jim Lioore, Jim rortis and Jim Newman, hence, the

pame Jimtown.

O

h 1)
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After application, in due time the postoffice was estab-
lished and to Mrs. Palmer fell most of the responsibility
of going to Baxter for the mail etc. This office was )
diééontinued when the office was established‘in ¥iamj !
o . LOCATED AT MIAMI.

Because of the poor school facilities, which ggey had,
with the exception of a fall thit Nr. Palmer's s;stef
taught a subscription schooi across the road from them,
‘they h;d sent theiTr son to Baxter to school and to ldami
after scho@lg Rere opened the;e. Aththe time the
-blacksmith Kenay vas killeé\by‘Bill West outlaw, the Y
scﬂsol builéing, a church used for schoql purposes, .was

" just a block east of the blecksmith shop. That building

still stands at the corner of A SE and Lst .Ave SE and

is known today as the Park Hotel. One of the shots fired

by “est went through the building aﬁh the tegche} dismigi

sed thg children with instructions to ge; of( the strgets

aq@ hurry home. Nr. and Mrs, Palmer met theig_son‘ \1

hurryingihome as they were com;ng to towmn sbout three

o'clock.

Before leaving the farm, one night ¥rs, ?almer was awaken-
‘ ed by a noise at the door and h?ard a groun. She woke

her husband and t0ld him that someone waé trying to get

-

in.

~

- :
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*¥hen the noise was rébeated, he called to see wh? it was
apd a voice said "Jim, for God's sake: let in iny"% Knowing
the voice,'he dréssed and found one of their neighbars,
Gearge Smith, who was a mass of blcod from head to foot.

Mr. Palmer pleced him on some 0ld comforts and wanted to

send for a physician, but the man was afraid to have him

do so for fear that he would be traced and killed. He

had been at Liemi in a game ubich'?ésultsd in a ficht and
he lost eighty dollars. The next day aid was called and
he removed to ﬁis home 2nd he left the country with his
fénily soon after. .

Renting the farm, they‘poved $o Mismi and located 'a short
way north of the present Frisco depot. Leter they'built
basement house at 2¢ A N¥W and at this time Mr. Palmer was
the city poligeman and MIBT Palmer relgfes the folibwing
incident; ZThere.was é pienic near the river close to the
presént o0ld City Bridge on South Main St. Bill West stop-
ped &t a lgmongde s tand and became s0 rough in h;s language
that it attractéd Nr. Pslmer's attenﬁiod and he went to
bim and told him~%hét‘fhere_wene:iQQie; around agd he

mist be quiet.; whereupon, West turned apmd began cussing

. .
hi ~ . . . . L 4
m. “ H . ~
s . » -~ *
-t 4
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Mr. Palmer signaled to a man in a spring wagon to come mear

-

and he arrested West am brought him to the flimey city

jail, intending to leave him there till he sobersd up.

When he returned to look aftér him thet afternoon the door

#as open amd his man gone. That afternoon, same ;oys playing
in a ravine betwsen D & E ST SW heard two men riding past

say; that they wero coming back th-t night and kill the polioce-

man that no "G--M--" could arrest one of ‘hem and live.

Pl

That night here was a dance at the McWilliams Hall and

o

Mr. Palmer hafi insisted on remaining on duty in spite of ﬂhia
friend's a—d.vicea to go home. 4bout 11 o"clock he asked

Mrs. Palmer if she was ready to g‘o' home, and they left the
hall with_ an armed man, walking in front and on each side of
them. They reached his home end the men‘refused to allow
Nr. Palmer to return to duty and instructed her to drew all

blinds and lock all doors, but she adds, "I didn't sleep any

.that night, but Jim &id.”

LATER LIFE
The Palmers lived in St. Louis during the t¥orld's Fair where

he had emplyyment and many of their frgiends vicited them

and she says that she wa sl
their tpavels, (though'listed as a fullblood).

pointed out as an Indian during
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Emme Gardon, & Miami womgn, ‘the owrer of the land where the

-
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femous Zmma Gordon mins &
While visiting the Palmers, she met Hiram kcBee, her husband,
and as scon as she came of age, she leased the ground to

Mr. Palmer who with his associates developed this property.

&

=

This mine netted him a nice fortune, sc they have been able to
enjoy many things that their moderate though comf&rtable’

@
means had not permit ted before; such as, summers in Colarado,

-

~—

aumer ous trips to California, months in Texas with trips
into Mexico, etec. .
gr. Palmer died August 15, 1936, and at present lkrs. éalmer
continues to live with a great~gg§ndson; the third genefation
of ohildren that‘she has reared. '
$h9 enjoys her neighbars and friends and takes an active

integgst in all about her.
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