OHLY¥E, WILLIAM HENRY. INPEAVIEN

L

96



EET S S OB o A of o T TR
e k) (e B.f‘,m’*: o

Form .A-(8=149)
BIOGRAFHY PCRM .

WORKS FROGRESS ADMINISTRATION ~ - &
Ind iap~-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma 97'
. . OHILER, WILLIAM HENRY  INTERVIEW 9683
Field Worker's neme Elissbeth Ly Dunean,
This I:eport made on (date) _ Jamuayy 10, 193 g

Name ¥illdem Homzy Ohler,

Post Office Address Vinita, Oklshoma,

:»:Z.

3, Residence address (or location)

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month April Day 3%  Year 1863

5. Place of birth grapdville, Kiohigans

Shap—

6. Name of Fatherlgeeb Chlser, Place of birth Femngrlyanis
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Flizabeth L, Duncan,
Journclist,
Jaxvary 10, 1928,

-

Interview with ¥illies Henry Ohler,
Vinita, Oklshoma,

&

I was born in Grandville, Michigen. Ny father was
2 lumbarman and farmer; farmmed in summey end lusbersd
in winter. I first started to school in Kemt Comty,
Michigan, Father axd faxtily moved from l&i’.ehimn to
Des Moines, Iows, in 1873. Ikoved with s wagon and team
and crossed the Maumee Swemp on aex‘dumy roais mede of |
logs, closs to Tarre Hauts, Infdispa, and crossed Lake
Michigan at Chicago and szsv the first drswebridge I ever
saw in ny life. The center apan turned a:&m‘dona
pivot to let the sailing vessels through. It was also
a reilroad bridge. ¥e lsnded in Des loinss, Iowa, in )
1873. Thers, 1 went to school at the third wand school,
Ne lived thsre for rou'tc§n yoars and 1 worked at smy-
thing I oould get to do. I carried in com) end cleansd
spitioons and got me a Dox and shined slhoss, also worked e
12 a foad store €or two or thres years and worked in
Aimtk fn Brombright;Haxdvare stors as roustabdout.
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»tIn la8g Ifﬁﬁm in the regulm Anv, The Strip

| was ppensd on September 16, 1863, and 1 Me the Race,

4 drou-a road cart to Hunnewell, xman, tnd register-
od, I had a friend, Pete McPhoarason, \vho -1ived in Flerel
wasre idia. e ware éoing to make the Race togetuer,
which we did. We drove a team and uagc:n‘“pu;t to Eunnewell,
and brought groceries. e drove e tro;tinghnrnta a
roadesrt, and I rode & horse withont.e ‘saddle. EHe did
mt";‘pglster for a weak =fter I d1d. He »Mﬂ got rege
utarod at 9 o‘cloek before the Race and nwm going

to start seven miles east of Wu, bat he got aarsﬁ
The horsss looked too big and fine, #0 we went beck in
Ksnsss a litile way and made the start esst of Celiweld
about four =ilea, and there we got in line and'it seemsd
to ufthere was just sa Sig a cmnc theré as any place.

ImtahiackuithfroniJmlﬁtythntIm

scquainted with and he introducad me to a men by the nane

of Jo Lo Jacoba, also from Jewel City.
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Ws fell in n;xe and I think the lines were at haat.
teenty-rive deep. I was pretty close to the Kansas line.
Soon we saw a puff of no.kenyoaa.tor us, and we heard
the peport, then they all asartad.} From the west as far
as you could see an from the east as far as you could ses,
there was a sea or streem of horsebackers. I rode a helfe

’biood wild horse which weighed sbout 1,050, He was not a
fast runner, but 2 long loper and would carry it out for
hours. Some ’m front shot out in full run, some ren half
& mile, and soms a mile and a'balr. That way when 1 come

' menced to pass'the heed ones, 1 heard them say to one
another, "Hold your horses, they will soon wind their
horses and then we will pass them." But.my horse just kept
going ahead and fimally I got ahead till there were just a
fow on the west and a fow on the eaat that wers even with
ne, We aivanced until we could look beck and could ‘not ses

. anyone behind tse Then we struck the bLrakss of Polecat. '

sast of Renfrow, There were tiree horses in the treil ahesd
of me and four on the east Just behind me, and the ihwee and

xysslf drew ahesd Of the four bohind me. These three and I

-

mdoddobynnomrnldngmandthﬁaskﬁuutml

-~
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u;sgomuloeaﬁ. I told them down on Pond Creek if I
ooild find x't;_aqa they said they would 1ike o get batween |
Fond Greek aml Salt Fork. We wers then riding over a nios
-morxtmmmmﬁmmuuémm
the cyeek, ¥e could have taken any claim for the last five
ummwan‘zmmunuamtmm
nmunnato‘thiahxﬂm:toogeodtcm. A

The last couple of miles we ren ecross two horsstackers.
Ke qmﬂwmemm'm'u‘nutmt‘m
they )::; right off fromus, and we never 414 see any more of
them. |

I saw » nice Big bunch Gf trees to the esst of me end
I sterted for that bunch of trees. One of the three who
were on the uatormam his horse for the seame bdunch
amtbrwnphiaﬂaginaﬁy,ﬁmtiknuhométom
thqocgtxihtthnaufhmitauinmtauondmgtho
cresk and took the next clAim along Foleeat Creek souih of
thim. Those three men were Texns men. The riret ons to
mhachhmambytunaborm,mmmtq
stake was Hopkirs, and the ;ast wes O'Hryen, O'Beyan’s olits
was the northeast quarter of the old islally Ranch asd xy

|

|
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elain mas %hrmthll.ut quarter of the .mlally Ranch,
whiol wes Section 5, TownsMip 25, Bange 4.

We wero there fifteen mimtes befors the leading
horuhackds-,ent thére, Then they begen eoming in, ore,
twd, and Shrezs, .thcn in droves, I Mad .theprettiest

laying claim, level and nice, gosd land on %o

(4

hmmamﬁzmwﬂmwammam&

more in it, but there were somé quaTters next to the cresk
'nwm:éhamusmm. The aiesk was dry
"ot Wiat tine and we could wee whers Sooners hed fed. cats

sngaten in the bottom of the ereck bede W imgined they
went two or three miles farider towards Selt Forke' |
" 1 erossed the creck smd set my stake closs to the

/ -
creek e the esst side go they eould not cut me cut of the
timber and the nice bottom, anl $hen I %ock my blanket that

Ihd‘torﬁccnnﬂ tied ons corner of it tonnn_bora

mnmmmmnm-am nnar.
Iunbaneuﬂuaniautua horsebtacker rode in on the
vmofnunnthcnlhonmu hmandndemmﬂarsuna

that I dad staked there.

Be roplied that he thought ho wes

_far snough 0 bs off of xy claim, but if be was not be would

get off,

X

aieana.

o g
N
Rk
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e

wmtmmy'im”.wmtymuammu
in svery direction. xzonmihacmknpmhnung_
nterandaalnlgoingmrthlutamommsmﬁ
afoots, Bumcan‘yinganendsatqrod. I went t1 1
rmnmoidumonthcmxtchinnoﬂkofm. Thmhaé

- beet soms 10g8 m@ amw:tammommanhand'

O*Brysn 20d Mlf o dom other men were trying to rull them
~mtoft1uvtllw1ththﬂrhrﬁatao 'Obookamﬁtmand
mghmitaadpntitonarcpemdletitunkﬂnit
got full of wmter. ¥e kept dmung‘nmuun ell got
& drink. mt.nicr ne"é apread end I expsct thers ware
£1fty men there in the next two bours to get a drink,
,Im bagsk 0 my claim snd on my way ooming bheck
I:utthomm.' INNMmﬂhand whon I got
m»mxm:m,zmwmmum.wu
flag on it suenng np about sixty rodas west of where I In&
mm.,:m«nmmmt his horss had fellen
1napmnodogmambmmdopmnmm
oy clatm. BN f
By two o%clock there wers at least thirtyetwo stakes
on 3y elaim. 1S was soms four or five days before we found
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out what section we were in. It used to be the Malally.
Reach and tberyhad palled up the corner stones or rocks
and used them for welghte on uzystacks. Ve all chipped
{n -end hired a surveyor to fimd out what lamd we were on
{the surveyor was Captain Grimestesd of Wellington, Kensea.)
Then we all started to the lend office 8t Enid, Ve |
haq to fall in line and teke mumbers of dates whed we could
file, Yy number would put me about 8ix moaths tehind thet
date 80 I went back to ny cleim and started a well and got
a tozm and troks some sod sc I cculd start a sod house,.
© After that I went back to Floral, Kanses, wk;ere y wife
was. I ked toc have my tires set on my wegon and whils the
mn was setting my tires, 1 dug post holes and fenced a small.
tract of land in peyment for his setting the tires. |
Then I drove back to the cleim and went to work building

on the s0d housea Dazim‘ Edwards and Charlie Daley bgﬂim ‘

cl@im cloeahy. Theywerebelpingontmwd houss. After

I bad cooked dinner and we had saten and were iying dowa on

the ground reeting, & well dressed man rode in on o nicd hurse

carrying & 'Wi.ncho:glitar rifle, BHe stopped close by us and asked

1f there was a gentleman in thet crowd sttempting to hold. thet

N
i

TN
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place down, I jumped up end told him that I was, for tio
s@ reason thet I had staked that glain fifteen mimtes
ahead of the leading cromd except the three cowboys north
of me,

Be setd he bed staked it firset and then rode on down
%o Salt Fork 1o atake onec for his sister. I %w1d hinm if
he steked the c&aimti#zdayoftb Bace and he could prove
it by two men who say kim on the claim the day of the Racs,
I would get off, et 17 be couldn't, he was to get off. Fe
just lapghed at me and mﬁe back west about a quarder of &
mils. There he hed mnexzn‘eh two wagormg iz head of
tmles, and two breaking plows. Thay unlozded %hem and start-
od to breeking eod. ‘ﬁ.atmdemamd and Ivas goingcmt
-there %o put them off of the place tut Dawe Edwards aam
" "No, Ohler, 1if you_go out there and raiss s fuss vzi’th them,
he won't have to lesve and it will go sgeinst you in the
conteste” He said they would go ’ ou% with me and for me to
-rorbid tLe man to bresk pmirie on the pheo, and tall them
if they dia,- 3 wuld not pay them for it. The man just
laughed at me, and said 5s 4id not want me to pay hin,
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that ho was bresking it far himself and I could do nothing
i th him,

The three of us wont back and went to work on the sod
houses In the middle of the afternoon, the otaer men rode
awey on his horsé. The wen who had come with him broke
prajrie 111 slmost night, then theyfirove down the creek
in the timber south of 'al_nera I wes building the house and
went into camp. We Shree torked.cn till sundown, then
Cherley Dalsy and Dave want to their daims. 1 coocked
snpporandmdenwbo&ané},;ydm. The longer I lay and ~
the more I studied over it, the ng&dar I gote I was wesr-
ing as;oteh cap. I 03 so vnd, the blamed thing wouldn't
- stay on my heed 22d I isost i{ somehew, and did not find it
till the next morning. I hsd cozs into the Strip without
& g or pocket knife, T welked down through the timker

#11 T got %o within 200 yards of whers $he-men wero campod
and holiered at ‘them, spd thay asked 20 wlnt 1 uitldc I* >
told them %0 get up end pull out of this and to go right t
| thens They. tried to argue me out of it, seying %h,ey ware

.go%ﬁng three dollars an scre for breaking, that they juat
wanted to hreek twenty scres, epd §f I got it I would bave
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that moch brokes I told tham I would give them twenty-
fise minutes to losd up and get out of there. I1If they
didn*t, they would pever bs sble to get out, I told them
I had them covered with a Winchester amd thet + womld just
give then twenty-ﬁm minutes. Kow thet'was one time that
I ren & bluffe When L left the sod house I hed ploked up
about §.8ix-foct elm limb or pole. 1 was standing under
a ree and it wes moonlight and thsy could see me, but not
clearky. it did not take them long to g8t iheir mules
hernessed snd their bodding ;n ani pull cate They drove
up to where they md been breeking, put their plows in and
away they went as fast ag they c;aum. )

sbout 4wo years aiter that I met one of them in Medford.
He got %o ?,elnnga_vcw of us how ‘:gegot-mnofrora alaim
down on Folecat Creek. He want on o tell how neer he came
to gotting killed down there in the timber. Be was &n old
man sbout f1fty yesrs old ther, and his name was Thacker.
His sonein-law, Jones, ren a barber chop in Wedford.

The next day after*l bluffed the men out, I worked &t
the 304 house, then went deck to Floral, Kensas. I hed ¢wo

L

_chidren, ® girl and & bady boy. My wife and 1 loaded them
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into the wagon with some of the furniture. fie had two
barrels, one for water amd in the other we hed meat, Do~
tatoes, flour, end other groceries, end 1 losded what
elge I could get in the wagon, aud then we started for
the claim,

#e went down through Winfield, snd <4rkensas City,
then out to tae Chilocco Reservetion and tuen &lcng the
line be;tteen Eensas end Uklahome until we got sixut four
miles west of Hunnewsll., There we took an angling treil
for the southwest and ii took us two days to meke that
trip. e did not get in till pretiy nsur dusk. Ve pulled
.in acruss the creek and camped where.l had started my sod
houses tie got supper, mde our bed, and did not wgke up
till the sun was poeping in ow faces in the morninge

The first thing-I noticed when I woke uﬁ, was a’big
white card hanging to & string on a limb, Thet card,weit-
ten by a man nemed Frasier, t0ld me thut he was down in
Enid, and thet there was @ man got a direct filing on my

claim. I was diyected to come down vs soonm as I.got back

and f'ile a contesteethat that was all I ecould do.
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I had a tent. I staked that up &nd toock the barrel
and veut up to the Kalally Reaneh and got & barrel of water
apd brounght (¢ backe.

By that time O'Bryen hsd sold his claim north of me
to a man narad Shateell and his family. . ,I;ﬁnde arrnge~
ments with them for zy wife and ¢hildren to go up khere
and stay nights while I went down % Enid end filed &
contest. I was gone tvo days. 1 hzd %o hire & lawyer
exd I had to put up fifteen dollars at the land office be-
fore I could file the contest.

When I ceme back I worked @ few more days on the sod
house before I went back to Florel to get my two cows asnd
seventy leghorn hens, and 'chah‘l drove back to the claim.
I bad no chicken coop there. There was & big elm trse
within about ten feet of the house. It was about two feet
through the body., It grew up about eight feet bsfore the
limbs spreed out amd the first limbs grew outside way up.
We turned out chickens loose and they Toosted in the limbe

of that tree.
b3 p&il‘bw sod house 18 x 14, hud two double windows

erch end. 1 put a good

4

on each side and two doors, dbe on

~
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ahingle yvof on it end then we moved in'o it. ‘I‘hét winter
J.'_y:xt some ten or twelve miles api got a losd of whits
gy;ﬁ'giasolved tiet in water and sdded sand to it. #ith
that, I plastered the inside all over, then we hed o pretty
nice werm houss. I dug 8 well and walled it up with rock,
%e only bad to go about eighteen faet deep for water. Then
I dug a8 cave and built & smsll barn and made a rack betwsen
four trees to put feed in snd straw,

My next nefighbor to the west of me was Rube:Payne and
he dug a dugout. e covered it flat with roofing boerds,
The top was sbout a foot snd e half above the ground. BEe
calculated to build on top sometime; his femily lived in
Corbin, Kansas. Le got me to taks my team and kg took his
toem and we went up and moved his family down. It econsisted
of three girls, himself erd wife.

Whan ws got back, he moved on my plsce and put up 2
tent undcr some trees. They lived there for about three
weoks until he got :a batn up and & well dug. He went back
to Corbin, along in the winter, and the first snowstorm

csught him while he was eway., It drifted all around his
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homs. You could not see it for the snow filled the en-

trente where y'ou' went dm into the houss clezsr full., 1
.. dF

went up next morning, it was bylght &nd clear, snd ‘shove

‘gled the anow out of the entry with a scoop shovel so

they could éet outdoors %o get some water, and cut them
anmh wood to last them two days and threw it down to
them, By that time, Mr.Payne had gotten home,

In an egrly dey & stom would ccme and snow with it
wes im'y coldy tui generally the next mornirg the sun
shone ouﬁ clesr and the srow would melt erd disappe&g?’l’{
about as quiskly cs 1t hed come. B

Fearly all my neighbors hqdllived in Kansas,,”;:r close
close .

_ to the line, and they hed/friends. If they got out of

somethirg to eat these friends could get it for thain.

s i 4id not ave any friends closer than northern szaés =
cr Nebrasks, snd I hed sold some of my horses and spent ;:he\ ‘
mongy and traded one off for two cows. Ve had those aevont;vi'
leghoin hens 2nd knew nobedy and coum’ not go in dedt rm')

groceries, and oansequentlxy: yisﬁ we got out of food I hed

- % make a trip back to \if‘loml, l_ﬁgma, fvr grube I had °

F BN

wX,C
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worked for men there who could not psy me in money, but
would let me have potastoes, mest, and flowr, and Som®
kaffir come Meat wes cheap, 'it was only worth about five
centa & pound.. I had to m ke between seven and temn trips
that winter. Scometimes I !ai‘ted until our grub was about
g:me before 1 started back, and one time in particuler,
we ren cl&;'out ot meat and layrd. 1 had to go $o Medford
and take four young roosters (lete ones) and trede them
to ome of the first storeksepers in Medford for lard. I
laft thet for my wife and she had & few potatoss end g
1ittle flour and she hed to mske thas do 411 I got back.
%m plenty of good ococol weter and thet close to the
house, too, and I bad plenty of good dry wood for Ler to
When I went for supblies I took the team and wagon
and a little shest fron stove I had. I put it in the
wagon. I also took the tent, it wes 0ld by that time,
nad plenty of holes in it. I wemt north and struck Calde
‘nll firat. I just hed 25 cents in money. I put that &all
into bologna which I boyght from Ed Falkenberg who was
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running a butecher shop. I 4id not eat any of that untll
nlghts I bnd about a Goxen and & half mrd dsouits(my
vito/ﬁ%’i :ny baking powder to meke them.) Firsy, timt
bologna tagted good. It was mede out of hot meat with
the skin with 1t, Part of 1t had besen shoved and not
sculded, end the bristles would stick in my throat till
1 oould hardly eet it. I wonld quit for a while, then
I got so hungry I would go beck end eat till I could not
&t any more. -

It took me a little over two days to make that ¢trip.
The second night I camiaed four miles north of ﬁinﬂald on
Rock Oraek m/a low tottom where lots of people had camped.
I had & hatchet alons and I eut a lot of dry wood, took
out the shact iron stove and put 1% on the ground and built
8 fire in its ‘I had a qnilt and the old sant, and I nede
a bod alongsids of tha aton, qmbm the tent ro“x: or ﬁve
“cma, 1aid 14 dom, then put my quilt doun ot top of 1%
and doudbled the rest of the tent over 1t; X tha crealod
under 1t with my coat, cap, and shoes on. That flas\oﬁe_‘._\oﬂr
the coldest hiights I ever cemped out. I thought I bed
plenty of wood, but i d1d not have euough %o do util morne
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ing, I fed that stove woold axd pretty neer roested on one
side and wes 80 eolA 1 pretty near froze sr the other side.
About %wo hours befora sunmp, I got 30 cold I had to ges -
Wps I bed no more wood, I fod the horses, than I walked
up and down the rosd t1ll deylight to kesp warm and‘I daid
not get breakfast, 1 started on without amy. I only had
about aight miles to go. I got to the hamo of a former ‘
usighdbor of mine by the name of Red Chin. Thayﬁad had
brtaktast'but they stirred me up some corn meal pancekes
and they hed some good fet salt pork. How 1 4id est that,
and boy, 1% wes good. IThey alJao mede some good hot coffee.
1 got mome potatoes, about fp:n' or five tushels, snd two
or three bushels of kaffir corn. One man zot me four pounds
of coffes {ris name was Tfmmon), and a men I worked for in
ths roekm let me mg have seven aoli;rs in mbnay. Then
R staﬂ;i bagak for the elaime, The nzt d;n'y ebout ten o'oclock.
1 éo; toArm. City, Eansss, and thére I bought a whole
aexozm(mom) for's cents a pound. T put the
rout of the money into ‘two heﬁvy salt pork s:des which 1 got
at 3 cents e pound. It averaged mz@wzmm«m
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When I got bome end got rested up, I took the teem and drove
sbout thirty miles {took ihat imffir corn with me) and got
it ground into flour st the old Drury wetermill. Then I
went bael.c honme and we lived pretity goocd for & long time on
that, 3t we never mede a success of that kaffir corn flour,
4 gave some of the flour to same of the neighbors,

l We did not raise suy crop the next year, ouly some bay.
Jeff Casford, a neighbor that lived three fourths of & mile
west, on the south side of the roed, with one of his brothers,
shipped & carload o;t‘ corn and implemente and some hogs. 1
h@"ﬁ tvo shosts from him, they weighed about 100 pounds
éach, There was not mpoh grein of any kind raised thet year.
I had good blune~stem grass along the creek and I helped Case
ford put up hay emd he hslped me. Yo barrowed a baler and
baled it together. Ve sold it for four ﬁoldars 2 ton. That
wes the¢ only money 1 mede that year, - L

We xot railrosd wheat in that ar&\: on time and I slso
got. ’sm wheai fron Job Tharp to put in on shaves, and ;hq
wheat did not meke very mudk, The next ynar I cnly got twentye
‘bhru or four bushels froa forty am'as\. i paid Job Tharp his
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mig vhere I got mﬁm mwz hogas .;:‘»_,
mégnam resaed %gooa;fcmazm ﬁm‘iagz
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yeay, and we lived sostly on wa miam. ang ¥hs
ntf};e fiour we conld get. Our chickens 13%&5&’% ralsed
mch!ckmthanm‘:m;
Eo&ﬁmtuiuemchornmms,qfthmlgﬂta
mﬂutomdmwhmmmpfwmm&m
wheat biile I hitehad the toam and vﬁnﬁ&c::' there and
tried to stand them off snother year for the whast, it
they aoid no, the refilrosd company had to bave thair money.
&Imﬁ&omm%woinmmwmirlwm
mmvthounﬁi\bmoﬂthtmmnm I tald
mmmluuamawcpmm“zm
and hs askked ms {f I Xnew any men there in Sowns I eld him
I xnew Jndgs Rogers, Juige of the Ocwmty Gowrse I also kuew
Jo Li Godf1ey. He said §f I 0omld get efther onc of thowe
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0 go wagmrity, I could deve the money. I told him

I aid not 'want anybody to 2o my security, that I hed a
teenm, mraness, and wegon, and two cows, I wont over to
ths courthouss. Godfrey was sheriff of the county, and
he =d just lex;tonaams business. Roger= was hold ing
probate court. Az scom ms I gomld, I %014 hinm whet I
wanted, and he £0)8 me just to ait Gown end in a few . .
mimites when s got done with the court he wowld go over
therc with me. He got his hat and went ovor to the bunke
The banker was & big, derk 2omplexioned guy, vamed Me-
Clellan, asamnr.aogm'ifhomamgoiymmty
for the moneyy Hre Fogers replied that he would. I told
hinm I had 20id thet I eocld get the morey on & note and
nortgage 1T either sne of them would recommend me., Be
repifed that i‘t%,coatadomraniaw. I told
Mn I b6 the money o pay 1te I alweys liked Juige
Boxm‘atmvnm, ¥e lmd never bad any tusimeas deai.
imsWMhonlykntvmwhmmutu. or
eourse, he know sheds my ¢laim was, and he knew the average
homestesder was honeats
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Finally my contsst came up. I was notified to come
down to the land office for taigle I had t0 have fifty
dcllars and 1 bad no money, oaly cight or ten dollars.
There was no bank in Medford nt that Ume. Hing of my
noighbors who lived eround ma, went Yo Medford with ms.to

f‘ '
help me borrow the nonay. Ktrinanyromlamnnam

-4

Hog Qnigley who would loen ms the money on niagty days
time; he had sll those men to sign thoe aote ahsad of m.‘
Shan it eame time for mo to sign, he said, "I don*t knmow
any of thess men, ’ﬁlf%ou get Ferry Jonss 0 sign the
notagith them?™ ¥e ssnt Biube Payno down in & buggy to.
get him. Te braughd him OF end he aighed the mote. This
zan migleoy bhed hm';n Jones up $n MNebresks. I signgd the
note ard walked cut in the strest end Perry Jones esked

me how much interest I (ajd  on that-note. I %14 him 12
per cont en $50 for xinety days. Ho said % ms, “Tou paid
a Jot move than Hhat, you have got $72 00 on thdd.nots."
xnmamnnmomcnwmeamtommém
8gain, ani sure snough 1% wes theve, I m, mm you
agreed to loan ma that at 12 per emt;""!ﬁl, be aaﬁ, “That
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is 'what 1 have charged you." 1 tried to figure it up

and show him, but ne would not have it that weay. He
figured it two or thres tiz%g and always msde it $72.00.
Just then lopkins, one of the Texae cowboys, came along.

I called him in the livery barn that was on the east side
.of the railroad track, Lo figured it up and he mede it
just like + hsd it. Guigley told me that he hed figured

it and it came to $72.00, and he had to have that mmch
money., I gave hix his money back amd took up the note

end + did not know for the life of me whers I would get
that money. John Elare ;ves running & grocery store thers,
and 1 went to him for the money. He said, "Ohler, I would
like to help you out but I have been selling & good bit on
credit, and it takes all of my cesh sales to keep the séore
running.” I went across the street agsin and met lopkins
anc e esked me how 1 nede out with the notes 1 t.1d him
whet 1 had dons, &nd he said, "I am on my way down to Texas
and I heve left most all of my money with my wife. I have
just abott anoughl;;o pay my expenses down there, mayde s

few dollers over, but if you can't get the money any place
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else, just get & plain note end meke it out snd sign it
yourself, and take it down there to lira. Hopkins, end
she will give you the money.” I told hir his wife might
not Xnow whether 1 was telling her the truth. Tie said
he would write a ote and give me ard I could take it
to her, BHe did this end went on to lexas. That made
re feel very good so I tried some more, but I could not
find anybody who haé any money and was willing to lend it
to ne, so/%hxixgxt day or two, I mmde out the note, took
it down, énd got the money «

after 1 secured the money, Casford hitched up his
team; - got eight out or'the nine men to go with us &nd
we drove to ENd, and when we 7ol to the lemnd office we
round’out thet \\‘.hey had nev:: got & return card on Freai:
to sbhow they had served the rnotice on him, so we had to

have the trizl stayed off. So, I paid for owr dinners

120

ari set up the beer several times to the men and the lew=

yer, then we drove back home and paid the fifty dollmrs
back and got my note.
. .
That contest did not come up for over a year and it

sure worried me for I had seen severel contssts, both in’
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Kay and Grant Counties. They could keep & witness on &
day or two at a time, time after tims. It was 15 cents
s mrired words the reportur took and if you ren out of
money to pey for this typing, they would call the case
down and if the other men had money, you would lose it.

I also found out that +this wa: with the wagon who
nad staked on my claim had gone to Yond Creek end had
tried to file through the msil, but he couldn't dc it
rfor he had the wrong mumber. He went back up to Celdw
well and gave it to a me: by the pame of Freek, & baker
by trude. They got a two seated buggy, & nice one, and
they drove down on to the claim and took & hatchet amd
slabbed off the side o7 a tree and cut his initisl on
it. 7Then they started back for Caldwell. They stopped
at Setchels, found oyt the number of my claim, and went
back to Caldwells He went down to Enid and there he
bought a number for $25, and got a direct filing on my
clain. |

Before the contest came up the second time, Rube
Payne ad 100 acres of wheat at Corbin, Kansas, end that

harvest 1 took my team and his tesm and put them on his
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binder and cut tlmt 100 scres of whest. He end his wife
steyed up there amd 1 went home., His girla were on the
claim, I kept themﬁifgod while he was gone and he stayed
g d had to thxesh thet vheat and sell it. He staysd and
stayed and did not come back.

It went on till sbout three days before the contest
cene dpe 1 took my team and drove to é‘c:rbin, Kansas, to
see what was the mette: with Payne., He hed just finished
sellizg thati d.ay. Tie owed me $50 and paid me that. He
scid, "I will b.e down in the ‘moming and will fetch $250
along with me. If you need it, you can have that.,” The
next day we got the nine mer for witnessss and sterted
down there. ¥#e 111l stsyed at a rooming house that night.
.Eex’t m.roing we were at the land office by nine o'clock,
ready for trial. They put me on the stand and/";wore that
I hed steked the claim and hed done everything tue law

required me to do, anrd thet my wige &nd children had stayed

tters ever since I had taken &h the claim. Thexi they

,.A...o.

put or aboutthree witness ,to corroborate my statema ts.

———

¥reak never a,.,;eared against ns, 80 1 won the contest. It 4
k3

cogt xqew t};irt_:y}ﬁve dollars for the typegrﬁ%, ﬁtirty-
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five doua;'a for the lawyer's fee erd our board waile n
were there. I hed to witbdraw 314 of the 315?121961 put
up &t the land orfice for my filing and ean:elliz:g of his
filing, th@ we all star:tsd for homs. I was happy agsin.
1 then had & .ome ¢f &y OWha
1t took @ll the money 1 could rake and scrape to maky
q.’livi’ng a:d then in May they notified me té come and file
o?r. the lsnd. I ntried‘m‘bom ths money to file on the
lend <od couldn’t, so I sold a yearling roan beifer that
we8 fat and nice and & four mo;tha 0ld steer calf, a good
urle,to Pete F;xlkenlzerg for $14.00. They should have been
| :?',I;th ;,;,55, avd 1f 1 hed not - Thad the one dollsy in the
lland office, I wuld not beve had enough % have fileds.
There was very little money in the country end very
few would buy stock. I still owad $1.50 an acre to the
| Gove:nnze;xt for the land. The next year 1 got out only o~
seveﬁteen ecres of whest. I did not have the seed wheat
to put 1t in €11 late, end censequently it only mede sbout
twenty bushels to the scre. It very nesrly burned up before

tarvest. The w! st around me iads forty bushels to the acre.

webster, up north of me,(corn stalk ground) made fifty
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‘bushals 40 the acrs, and there was wheat that mede as _
bigh as sixty;rive mishels %o the 'acre. I got mine thresh~
ed«while‘ it was dry and nice, and.put 2 lot of 1t 1;1 the |
hoﬁaé_and I got 85¢ a bushel for 1t., The latter part of

the threshing wes wetter than the first part. I got 4 or

"5 cents a:or‘e'tﬁan :tghe éveragee They used my wheet to go .
wit/h t‘ne‘ damper wheat because it was dry. From that time
on, we began reising better crops--whest, kaffir corn, corm
and oats.

About seven years after'the Opening 1 got in troubls
with one of my nei-hbors and he called me out tc the road
and shot me twice., I promised my wife if 1 ever got weli
1 would sell out. ‘

George Peacock went down to the Choctew country and
bou-ht & farm below Sedan. Dave Edwards also went down
there, and they came back and bragged w'et s great cattle
and corn plece it wase I hed six hemd of c¢ows then aud I
was offered $2500 for my place, so I barrowed Nick Franklin's
covered buggy and went to the Chootaw country. They sure
had a goud crop of corn, potatoes, end everything, and I

could buy a good big bottom farm with good barm, house, and
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chicken cor ps, but I 414

e

0% have the four thousand dollars,
so I stayed at Peacock's end bo-r*rowed; his saddle and rode
horseback all over that courtry, it was a mugh country,try-
ing to find a farm I wonted thsl I cowld buy. It tcok me
ebout three weeks. at last I found @ garm of 320 acres.

.ne quarter lay &il- on the bottom und was all nice tarm: -

loerd except wiat the ¢reek amxi timber took out. However,

T did not buy the place far I found I could nct get a clear

titls.

T.e Cnddo“ country hed Qpened up Jor settlement, and

-

ta schc‘cl land w o thrown open f{or bids. I went down .-and
bdd. on ‘that schocl land” c:n-threa different quarters, I bid
er high na $I500 on one quarters.

A1 land %ad reissd i é;elue, better that $2000 a quar-
ter. In & year the {lsce T had sold, sold.for $2,000 more
than the buyer pald ror it. I had pt in seventy acres of
wreat bafore I s0ld the ;lsce snd he cut ond é\n'eshed 1,800
bushels,. |

I bourht the R1) of Sale of the crop o the Nick Frank-

lin arm for ¥1,400. I also got & leéwse on the place for the

' next threo years. I put about $600 into heifero and colves,
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and 1 bought a yeeriing Shorthorn btull from Bill hurst,
He was selling them at 350 to 375 apiece. I picked on the
one he hed picked out to keep himself, so had to give $75
.for hime I raised soms good heifers end stcers from this
bull, The first imnch of steers I sold, 1 got 318“a hesad
for ‘them. licConnell, whose place cornered with Nice Franke
lin's, offered his place to me mrgf'éz,ooo. 1 did not buy
it becsuse it was low, flat, and full of buffalo wallows.
Fete ilswick, who haed sold about the bime I d1d over by
Lamont, bought it, a. d got the raise of land, He also
bought & poor school quarte:. In the two, he made up what
he lost in selling and we lived néighbors for three years,
after my three -year le'ase was up 1 sterted out to
* look for land sgain. I wert up sround Manchester amd
;u'omxd Gibbon, and finally 4e_ame back within eix miles of

liedford and bought Mr. Godfrey's school quarter for $1500.

. from ’
Afterwvard, 1 had to buy 1t/ the Jtate, so you see it cost

me 35,000 for the ferm., I put out a big orcherd and improved

it, fenced all around with hogwire. 1 sold lots of apples
from it. I kept that orcherd for over thirty years., At the

time I sold 1%, I had paid $2,800 interest on te place end

[

e
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then sold 1t in fie depressicn for $6,500. I W84 bedly
é’m end afraid I would loes it, so oold 1%, es t‘hey
Qoro,pm:zg in front of ths courthouse every \nek for
just the mrt@gt: %o lived thare thirty-;ﬁfq years,
ﬂ_wn came dam to Craig County, to Vinita.

I raised ten cilldren end Iad lots of sickuess and
doetor bills to payes 1 have not been able to do much
work for _tha last ten years. 1 bought seventy acres of
jand a mile and & half from Vinita, fairly well improved,
on Big Cabin, southwest, just off of 66 Highway. If 1
live till the 17th of April, I will bs 75 years old.
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