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L.
Journalist,
Jaiaery 10t 1938»

Interview with nUlm-Zenrr Older,
Visit*,

I was bora in QrandYille, Michigan, My father was

a lunbconaan and farmer; famed in mmamr end ltnaberad

in wintsr. I first started to school in Seat Comty,

Father and faasily norsd from IdL«hlgaji to

Dss fidinssf Iowy in 1873. feorsd with a wagon and tsss

and erosssd ths Kaiw«« Sweep on St̂ duroy roads asds of

loga, eloss to T«rre Hants, Indiana, and crosmsd B.aks

Michigan at Chicago and zs& the. f irst 4r»w»bridg« X av«r

saw in wy l i fe* Tte csntar span turned erounld on a

pivot to 1st the sailing TSS&SIS tbrongiu I t was also

a railroad bridge* w« leaded in ^ss Jfolaes, Iowa, in

1873* Thera, I want to acbool at tha third ward senool*

Va Ursa thsrs for fourteen years and I woxkad at any*
«

thing I ocmld gat to do. I carried in coal end cleaned

splttoccui asd got at a box and shinad sho«s, also worked

in a food store tor two or three years and worked in

Ainsworth in BroabrightsaBrdrara store as roostsbomt*
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in tbe regular Arxy* 3!he Strip

was opened on September 18f 18S3, end I xade the Race.

Z droT» a road cart to SuanM«13.t Xtaaas, asd rtglsttr*

•d* I l « d a friend, Pete McPhar»on, vfoo U T M in

wii»rft X did* We were going to mke ti,© Btce

which ve did* We drove * team and ¥«gon out to

and brought groceries* He drove e trotting horae to a

roedc«rtt and I rode e horae wit boat, a saddle. Be did

not register for * week after I did* He Juat got reg.

littered at 9 o'clock before the Raoe aad «-»ere going

to atart seven adlea east of fiomiewoil^ but be got scared*

Ifae horaaa looked too big and fine t so we want feeek ia

Isssas * l i t t l e w«y and made the start east of Celdwell

about fois? siXea, and there we got in line and' i t seeatfd

to ae there wes juat as big a crowfi tbecre as any place*

X net a blackfflcitk from Jewel City that I was

acquainted with and he introduced me to a laan by the nans

of 1* L* Jacobs, also team. Jewel City.
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Wt f e l l in l ine and 1 think the l ines were at least

twenty-fire deep* 1 was pretty d o s e to the Kansas line*

Soon we saw a puff of saoke way east of us, and we heard

the report, then they a l l started *̂  Ere* the west as far

as you could see sad from the east as far as you could aee#

there was a sea or stream of horsebackers* I rode a half-

blood wild horse which weighed about 1,050. He was not a

fast runner, but a long lopar and would carry i t out for

hours* Some in front shot out in full run, some ran half

a mile, and some a mile and a half. That way when I com-

menced to pass'the heed ones, 1 heard there say^to one

another, "Hold your horses, they wi l l soon wind their

horses and then we wi l l pass them** But. ay horse just kept

going ahead and f inal ly 1 got ahead t i l l there were just *

few; on tha west and a few on the east tfcat were even with

a s , l e advanced unti l we eould look back and could not see

anyone behind u»* Then we struck the brakes of Polecat

east of Benfrow, There were three horses in the t r a i l ahead

of as anfi four on the wast Ju«t behind at* and the |hre# a»d

ayself drew ahead of the four behind ae* These three and I

rode side by side for a long way ond they asked as where I
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wa* folig to lo*ste* X told them down on Pool (fete*; If I

ocxtld ttaft i t , and they said they would Hfe* to get between

Band Greek art Salt Fork. l e vera tfeea Tiding ©?er a aios

of bottom Sasd and tfa»79 « M nlc« big tlobcr along

«T««k. «• eovOd bsvo tak«n any cXatm for the H«»t tin

or six Bil«a back so X told tbtm i f we did not know

v» wtr« lidiag to this laud wea too good to loa*.

Th« last coupla of s i l t s *t ran acoeoss two

Ks Sttppoaad they were Soonara for whaa 99. first smr than

thsy urn right off from us^ and we narsr Aid as* any aorv of

tbanu

I atm » aioa big buttch ol1 trees to the east of ca end

X stertsd for %m\ bunch, of tre«e« One of the three who

wer# 0x1 the east of mm spurred hia horae for the s e » buseh

and threw ap his flag in a way that X knew he aeant to stake

thejrtu.. X Xtt them a l l three staka in rotation along the

creek and took tba naxt elaia\ along Polecat Creek south of

thaw* Those three aan ware Teams asa* Thm f irst one to

stake) a elate was a SB& by the nans of Boyd, the next O*t to

stales waa Hopkins, acd the ^»st was o»a^yaa» Otfiryan*s alaia

was the northeast quarter of tha old Ualally Banoa and so;
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elal» was the aontteaat quarter of the Helally tench,

wfetob mil 3aetltm 5> To^hlp 28, Hang* 4*

Wa were thara f l f ^ m minutes bafora ttio leading

got th«re, Then they began coping ta,

and &?ra«# than in drovM* I bed the •prettieot

leT«l «aA nlce# good land on It*

a fe«attta& bottoa of e hundwd a«vea or

•oar* Is i t , tat tfctr* « • » M M q«irUr» a«xt to the

with K M fA iand tten A»t nim h«A* She « « k was dry

at 1bat tlna cad «• «o«ad M»# wb«r« Spoo«r» ted f»d o«ta

**&&»*• in ttoa bottom of tbe craok Iwd* W% ia»dn*d tlwy

vtct two or tttr»© nilae fn^Mr tomrds Salt Fork.

Z ezosaad *ha «pack and a«t »y ataka eloaa to tba

craak «a HM atat alda ©o t2i«y flotOd sot cut aa out of tha

tlnbar and tha nica bottom asd th»B 2 took jay blankat that

I had to rtda on mtA tlad oaa come* of i t to a ll«i> of a

traa ao thay oonld aaa i t far and naaj^ *

- In about fiftaaa sinetaa a boraabackar roda in on tha

waat of • • and than I bollarad at hi«i aad nda M B uadsrstand

ttet X ted atakad thara. Ha r«pUad that te thought ho vaa

far aaongh to te off of wy cOalm, but i f ba waa not te aoold

gat off.
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% that tint they were staked pretty close around us

i s mmy direction* I followed the sssak up north bunting

water and a* X *ea going north I met a Ban easing south
: • • • • . • K

afoot* Ba «a« eaxzying an mid gate rod* X vault on t i l l X

found an old w«il oa the next claim north of ae* Share had

baatt warn log* < laid aocoar ft and ooaa old plenka and

0>£fcyBn sad half a dosan other aan wara trying to poll th«&

out of taa wall with thair larlata* la took a cantaan and

vaightad i t and pat i t on a rope and l e t i t aink t i l l i t
got full of «atar« »« ^op* dravinff water t i l l «a a l l got

a drink. Tbai water naau apraad and X aacpec* thara wara

fifty aui thara in the nast two hoora to gat a drink*

, r • Z atartad baak to wf deim and on nor way ocalng back

X aat tbe aana M B . X bed net going north and 4to» X got

town to whaare 1 had atekadt I «aw the wagon vodt witfe a «aita

flag on | t atiaking tip about aixty rods vaat of whert X had

etakad. X ftwad out aftarvsxda that hia horaa had f»Xlaa

in a prairie dog hole ana ha walked on 4o*n thera and etakad

on «y slaim* - - .,

two o9clook thara wara at Xaaat thirtj^two atekaa

os % elala* I t wae aoaie foar or fire days before we found
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out whet section we were in* I t used to be tbe

Raaoh end they bad polled x;p the corner^ atones or rock*

and used them for weigtts oa i*?ystacks« We a l l dipped

in end hired a surveyor to find out whet land we were oa

(the surveyor eas Captain Griraeetead of Wellington, Kansas*}

Then we a l l started to the land office a t Snid* ?te

had to f a l l in l ine and take manbere of dates when ve could

fi le* ^ number would put ae about s ix a&aths beMnd that

date so I vent beck to ny deim and started a v e i l and got

a team and broke soae sod so I could start a sod house.

After that I vent back to Pioral, Kansas* where ssy wife

eras, I bod to have ray t ires set on rz? negon and vhi ls tbe

sen was setting my t i r e s , I dug poet holes and fenced a smell

tract of land in payment for his setting the t ires*.

Thes I (irove back to the claim and went to work building

on the sod house* DBT© Edwards and Charlie Daley bptlj' had "

cl^iiai oloee by« They were* helping on the sod house* After

I had cooked dinner and we had eaten and were lying down on tA

the ground, reetiag, a well dressed man rode in on o nice horse

carrying a fflfcebec$er r i f l e . Be stopped close by us end asked

i f there was a gentl«aan in that crowd attempting to hold, that
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place docm* I Jumped up and told him that I was, for the

staple reason thet I bad staked that clain fifteen ninutee

ahead of the leading crowd except the three cowboys north

of ne»

He sold he bed staked i t first and then rode on down

to Salt Fork to stake one for his sister* X told him If

he steked the claim the day of the Race and he could prove

It by too E»a who say him on the d a i s the day of the Bace,

I would get off, Wt i f be couldn't, he was to get off. He

just laggfrad at vm am rode hack vest e bout a qtsarfeer of* a'

o i l s* There he bed two oeir with two wagor.8, s ix bead of

ns2lesf and tvo breaking plows* They unloaded then and start-

ed to breaking pod, TUat oade me xmd and I was going out

. there to put th«n off of. t ie place but Devs Edwards said,

* "No, "Ohler. If you go out there aud raise a fu»a with thems

he won't have to lea-re and i t w i l l go against you in tbe

contest*" Be said they would go out with use and for me to

forbid tUe saen to break prairie on the place, and t e l l them

i f they did, I would not pa? them for i t* The nan just

laughed at iae, and said be did not vant n» to pay
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that be was breaking it far himself and I could do nothing

The three o f u s wont back and went to work on the sod

house* In the middle of t h e afternoon, the other man rode

awe? on h i s horse* Tae men who had come wi th him broke

p r a i r i e t i l l almost n i g h t , then they(3roY« down the creek

i n the t imber sooth o f where I was bui ld ing the house and

went i n t o camp. 8e three worked on t i l l sundown, then

Charley Daisy and Dave want t o t h e i r d a i a a . X cooked

supper and made ny bed and l a y down* ¥he longer I l a y and

the a o r e I studied over i t , , the saadder I got* I WAS-wear-
*

ing a Scotch cap* I so<* so sfed, the blamed tiling wouldn't

stay on my head &zJi I lost i t so&ehs?, and did not find i t

t i l l the next laornifig* I had eooe into the Strip without

a gan or pocket knife* ?'walked down through the tinfcer

t i l l I got to within E00 yards of where .the men were camped

and hollered at thea, and they asked ae what I wa&ta4« £ ~ :*-

told them to get up and pull out of this and to go right

thwn* They, tried to argue ae out of i t , saying they warn

getting three dollars *n eer* for breaking, that they just

wan tad to br ask twenty etaras, end i f I got i t I would
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that BBCC broke. I told than I would give them twenty-

five Bloutee to lead tip and get out of there* If they

didn't, they would neror be able to gat out* I told them

I had than covered with a Winchester and that * would just

give them twenty-fi-ro minutes. How that was one time that

I ran a bluff. Shan l l e f t the sal house I led picked up

about » . s ix foot elxa limb or pole* X waa standing under

& tree and i t wa« moonlight acd they could see Era, but not

clearly* It did not take them long to £ftt their rml&a

harnessed sol their b&ddiag in &ai pull sot* They drove

up to share they i»d b«eu breakiiig# put their plows in and

away they went ae fast as they could*

About two years arter that I aet one of them in Medford,

B» got to tel l ing a ê pwd of us how he got run off of a claim

down on Bolecat Creek* He want on to t e l l how near he ca&e

to getting ki l led down there in the timber* Be was an old

aan about fifty yeexe old the:., and his name was Thacfeer*

Hie son-in-law, Jones, ran a barbcrr shop in Bedford,

The aext day after* 1 bluffed the ne& out, X worfced at

the sod house, then went beck to Floral, Kansas. X had

children, a g ir l and & baby boy* *fy wife and l loaded
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into the wagon with some of the furniture* We had two

barrels, one for wattr and In the other we had seat , po~

tatoes, flour, end other groceries, and 1 loaded what

else I could get in the wagon, aud then we started for

the claim.

*• weat down through ftinfield, end ^rkacaas City,

then out to the Chilocoo Reaoryetioa and tfc»a along the

l ine between Kansas end Oklahoma until we got absot four

ndles west of ifcunewall* There «e took an angling trai l

for the eouthweat and 1; took us two days to oak© that

trip* v«« did not get in t i l l pretty near dusk. We pulled

in across the creek and casxped where I had started my sod

house* We got supper, meuie our bed, and did not wake up

t i l l the run was posping in our faces in the morning•

The f irst thing Z noticed whan I woke up, *as a big

white card hanging to a string on a link* Thet card,writ*

ten by a a&n nacod Premier, told me that he waa down in

Enid, and that there was e nan got a direct f i l ing on ny

claim* I was directed to come down as soon as I.got back

and f i l e a con test*—that that was a l l I could do*



109

OEUSB, 9XIXXAM HEHHY XtfTEHVTSW 9683

X had e tent* I staked that up end took the barrel

and went up to the M&lally tench and got & barrel of water

asd bresglit i t back*

Ely that time 0»%an had sold his claim north of ma

to a men naissd Shateell and hi a f«iaUy. I iaede armnge-

mBs&s with than for ggy wife and children to go up there

and stay nights while X went down to Enid end filed a

contest* X was gone two days* X had to hire a lawyer

eod X had to put up fifteen dollars at the land office be*

fore X could f i l e the contest*

Wh£& X eerae beck X worked a few more days on the sod

touse before X went back to f loral to get nor two cows aid

seventy leghorn hena, and then X dr&ve back to the claim*

X bad no chicken coop there* There was a big elo tree

within about ten feet of the house* Xt was about two feet

through the body* Xt grew up about eight feet before the

liiaba spread out and ttie f i r s t limba grew outside say up*

We turned out chickens loose and they roosted In the limb*

of that tree*

X |?tti;lt' ny sod house 18 x 14, had two double windows

on each side and two doors, one on efccfc end* X pat a good
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ahingla roof on i t and thai wo moved into i t* That winter

j ! went tone ten or twelve xsilee and got a load of white

gyp a dissolTed that in water and added aand to i t . filth

that* I plastered the iaeide a l l over, then we had a pretty

nice warn house* I dug a ve i l and vailed i t up with rock*

We only had to go about eighteen feet deep for water* Then

X dug a care and built & email barn and made a rack between

feu? trees to put feed in and straw.

% next neighbor to the west of TSB was Rube^Payne and

lie dug a dugout* He covered i t f l a t with roofing boards*

The top was about a foot and a half above the ground, Ee

calculated to build on top sometime; hia family lived in

Corbin. Kanaaa. &e got rae to take ujr team and %^ took his

teeV &nd we west up and moved hie family down* It consisted

of three g i r l s , himself and wife*

Wfesn we got back, he sxnred on ny place and put up a

tent under eowe trees* ¥hey lived there for about three

weeks unti l he got a barn up and a well dug* He went back

to Corbin, along in the winter, and the f irs t snowstorm

Ms while he was eway. It drifted e l l around hie



Ill

OHLER, WILLIAM HEKHI EHTEHVIEW 9683

home. Tom oould sot see i t for the now f i l led the en*

trance where you vent down into the house clear full* X

went up next rooming, i t »aa bldgfat ffhS dear , end shov**

©led the snow out of the entry with a scoop shovel so

they could get outdoors to get some water, and cut them

enough wood to last them two days and tiirew i t down to

them* £& that time, Mr»Eaynua hsd gotten home.

In en early day a storm would come and snow with i t

was Tory coldf tut generally the next morning the son

shone out clear and the scow would melt end disappear"

about as quickly ce i t had come,
v\"
-- *•

Nearly a l l my neighbors had lived in Kansas, or close
# close - .

to the l ine , and they had/friends* If they got pat of

something to eat these friends could get i t for them*

: I did not have any friends closer than northern Kansas

cr Nebraska, and I had sold some of my horses and spent the

money and traded one off for two cows. We had those seventy

leghorn hfns &£d knew nobody and. could not go in debt for

groceries, and consequently wban we got out of food I

to raeke a trip back to flora 1, Kansas, tvi- grvb. I bad
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worked for am there who could not pay BIB In money, bat

would l e t w* baTO potatoes, meat, and floor, and aoc*

leaf f i r eonu Meat was cheapt i t was only worth about five

cents a pound. I had to sake between seven and ten trips

that winter* SoaatixsBS I waited until our grub was about

gone before I started back, and one time in particular,

we ran clesr oat of meat and lard. I had to go to tied ford

and take four young roosters .{late ones) and trade them

to one of the f irs t storekeepers Hh Bedford for lard* I

l e f t that for ay wife and she had a few potatoes and a

l i t t l e flour ani* she had to make that do t i l l I got back*

She had plenty of good oool water and that close to the

houa«t too, and I had plenty of good dry wood for Ler to

burn*

When I went for supplies I took the team and wagon

and a l i t t l e sheet iron stove X had* I put i t In the

wagon* I also took the tent, i t was old by that time,

had plenty of holes in i t * I went north and struck- Cald-

well f irst* X just had 25 cents ic Money* I put that a l l

Into bologna which I bought from Ed falkenberg who was
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running a batcher stop* I did s o t cat any o f that u n t i l

n i g h t . I bad about a fosen and a ha l f bard a isoai tsday
<dldn't

wlfe / lwre &23y baking powder to sake t h m . ) f£arff ^tbat

bologna tasted good. I t was nede out of hot meat with

the akin with i t , Bart of I t bad been shaved and not

scalded, and the b r i s t l e s would s t i c k in my throat t i l l

1 oould hardly aat i t * I would quit for a whi le , then

I got »o hungry X would go beck end eat t i l l I <$ould not

s a t any xoore*

I t took me a l i t t l e over two days to make that t r ip*

The aeoond night I camped four mi les north of 3 In f i e ld on

Bock Croak i n a low bottom where l o t a of people had camped,

I had a hatchet alon,? and I eut a l o t o f dry wood, took

out the eheet Iron stove and put i t on the ground and b u i l t

a f i r e i n l t « I had a q u i l t and the old i s n t , and t nade

a bad alongside of the s t o r e , doubled the tent four or tire

ti«5sa, l a i d ' l t downt than put my q u i l t down oa top o f i i

and doubled the r e s t of the t en t over i t * I than crealtjd

under i t with x$r coot9 oapt and ahoea on . That was on« o f

the co ldes t iU«ht« 1 ever eaa^ed mot* 1 thought I bad

plenty o f wood9 but ^ did not hare enough to do u n t i l «>rss-
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ing, I fed that atc*e wood az& pretty near roasted on one.

side aoi M S BO cold I pretty near froze ^n the other sift**

Abettt two hoars before mump, I got so ©old I bad to get

up, I bed no acre wood. X fod the homes, than I walked

vp aai down the road t i l l daylight to keep warm and X did

not gat breakfast, X started on without any. X only had

About aight miles to go* X got to the hcuao of a footer

of aloe by th« name of Bed Chin. They ted had

ftreakfaat but they stirred mo up aose corn meal paneekea

end thty had some good fat salt pork* Sow X did eat that,

and boy, i t was good* Sbey also medo some good hot cof-fee*

I got mam potatoes^ about four or five bushels, end two

or throe bushels of kaffir corn. One a n got ae four pounds

of coffee (his nas» was Thomson), and a vmn X worked for in

the rock quarry l e t ne m have seven doIXars in money* Then

X started back for the claim. The next day about ten o'clock.

X got to Arlcs&s&e City, Kaiias», and there X bought a who}.*

seek of beans (100 powods) for 3 eents a pouud* I put the

reat of the «on«ir into two hetivy »elt pork side* which I got

at 3 cents a pound* It averaged from B| to S inAea through.
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When I got boa* end got rested up, I took the teem and drove

•boot t h i r t y mile* (took that toffir corn wi th me) and got

i t ground in to f lour a t tfrs old Drury w a t e r n i l l . Then I

wont back bom and we l ived pretty good for a long time on

t h a t . Bat we never nede a success of feat k a f f i r earn. Hour*

* gains some of the f l oor to saae o f -fee neighbors^_

We did not r s i s s any crop the £<sxt year , only some hay.

Jef f Casfoxd, a neighbor that l i v e d three fourths o f a a i l *

west , on -tee Booth s ide of the road, with one of h ie brothere,

shipped a carload of oorn and implements and aome hogs. I

boogrt tco ahoata from him, they weighed about 200 pounds

each* There was not ranch grain o f any kind raised that year.

I had good blaa-atan grass along the creek and 1 helped Cas-

ford pat up hay end he helped ae« We borrowed a baler and

baled i t together* W* sold i t for four d o l l a r s a tost* That

we* the only xaoney I nede t h a t year* •

We got rai lroad wheat i n that eras on time and I a l so

got eons wheat from Job Tharp to put in on shares , aad the

wheat did not l ake yeryjnudfc* The next year X only got twenty*

three o r four bushels fran forty ecree* X paid Job Tharp h i s
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to go ngr s e c u r i t y , I could teve the money. I t o l d him

I d id s o t want anybody t o go ay s e c u r i t y , that I had a

teem, tBraoso, end wagon, and two eoss* I roo t over to

th« courthouse* Godfrey was s h e r i f f of the county, and

lit ted jus t l e f t on some tra»iae*a. Roger- was iiolding

probatt court* Ae aooa «« £ coo ld t X told M a « ] » t X

wantodt «ad he told a e jtust t o a i t down and l a a few ,

g o t d e w with tb« court he would go ever

tiiere l i t h w»« He got h i s tot agod went over to the benk,

13x0 tanker was e b l e t deslc d&s^tXsiloiicd gtayt mssed &

Clollaa* Bt caked Kr» fiog&ro i f he nould go s y

for t h e aonoyj 6r* Bogoirs replied that he would. X to ld

h i s X bad aaici tfa«t 2 coeJd ge t . tke co&ey on e note end

Mortgage i f eitfce? «ne o f tii«a would resoamoad s e * Be

repl ied that i t w??^4 coat a d o l l a r and a h a l f . X to ld

h i s I i «4 t h e wraey: to. pey i t * X alwnye l i k e d

Bogors a f t e r t h a i * ffe ted nerer bad any baaiseai

together and lift only ksev ae when he n e t m». Of

he knew «here ay cl»im vaa9 aad he knew the overage

hoaeeteeder was honottt*
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my conteet oaiae up* I wes notified to can*

to the land office foar trial* Z had to have fifty

dollars and t bad no ooney, only eight or tea dollars*

Tliere vma BO bask in Bedford at tliat Urn* Slas of my

neighbors who Iiir«d aronad mt w«nt to î edford with mo to

help IBS borrow the money • $# finally found a enn namad

Hog Qaigley vho would locn ca the saoiwy on nia^ty doys

time; ho had al l thoeo non to sign the ootd ahead of ne*

ftiion It came tin» for me to sign, ta saidt "I don't knov

any of thesa msu «il3l >ou get Perry Joaon to sign tbe

aott vltb thoa?" f« «4mt Biib« Bety&e down in e Iraggy to

get hia. Be teoiigbt him up e»i he sigbed the ncrte« TM»

bad kaoin Joues rtp in Kebrfcaka* I eiĝ Od the

note ard waXloed out in th« street enA P«rry Jonee

SIB bo* mch interest X | i ^ on tiuet note* I told him 12

par cent en $50 for sinoty doya, % said to «•» "You paid

a lot p^re tJan S » t t 9911 hn̂ a got $72 *00 on t l*t .nots*'1

I walked back i& the office «ad *tk*A Ma to MO that note

again, dsd «rire aooosh i t wee there* Z oaifl, "Qjiiglffy^ you

agreed to loan »a that at 12 par ceot^^eUj ha said, <tTbat
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i8 what I have charged you»n I t r ied to figure i t up

and show him, but he would not have i t tha t way. He

figured i t two or three tim^g and always roade i t $72,00.

Just then Hopkins, one of the Tezae cowboys, came along.

I called him in the l ivery barn that was on the east side

.of the railroad track^ lie figured i t up and he made i t

just l ike A h&d i t . <#iigley told me that he had figured

i t and i t came to $72,00, and he had to have that much

money, I gave hi:7.; his money back ana took up the note

end x did not know for the l i f e of me where I ^ould get

that money. John Blare we a running a grocery store there,

and 1 went to him for the money. He said, "Ohler, I would

like to help you out but I have been sell ing a good bit on

credit, and i t takes a l l of my cesh sales to keep the store

running," I went across the s t r ee t again and met J'opkins

snc !« esked me how 1 rdede out with the n o t t , I t Id Mm

what t had done, end be said, "I am on my way down to Texas

and I have l e f t most a l l of my money with my wife. I have

just abotit enough to pay my expenses down there , maybe a

few dollars over, but i f you can ' t get the money any place
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else, just get a plain note and make i t out and sign i t

yourself, and take i t down there to !&•»• Hopkins, and

she will give you the money." I told hirr. hie wife might

not know whether 1 was te l l ing her the t ru th , fie said

he would write a *iote and give me and I could take i t

to her. He did th i s and went on to i'exas. That made

me feel very good so I t r ied some more, but I could not

find anybody who had any money and was willing to lend i t
within

to ne, so/yne next day or two, I made o\it the note, took
/

i t down, £n<3 got the money,
I

I secured the money, Casford hitcbed up his

teamj 1 goi*. eight out of the nine men to go with us end

we drove to EMd, and when we sot to the land office we

found out thet they had never got a return card on Freak

to show they had served the notice on him, so we had to

have the trif-1 stayed off. So, I paid for our dinnera

and set up the beer several times to the men and the lew-

yers then tre drove back home and paid -&e fifty dollBra

back and got my note.

That contest did not come up for over a year and i t

sure worried me for I had seen several contests , both in
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Kay and Grant Counties. They could .keep 6 witness on &

day or two a t a time, time a f t e r time* I t was IS cents

a hundred words the reporter took and i f you ran out of

money to pay for t h i s typing, they would c a l l the case

down and if the other men had money, you would lose i t *

I also found out t h a t t h i s sat. with the wagon who

had staked on ny claim had gone to 1'ond Creek and had

tried to f i l e through the .mail, but he couldn ' t do j t

for he had the wrong number, lie went back up to Cald-

well and gave i t to a m&ri by the name of Freak, a baker

by t rade . They got a two seated buggy, a nice one, and

they drove down on to the claim and took a hatchet and

slabbed off the side of a t ree and cut h is i n i t i a l on

i t . Then they started beck for Caidwell. They stopped

at 3etchels, found ou t̂ the number of my claim, and went

back to Ca Id we l l . He went down to Enid and there he

bought a number for $25, and got a d i r ec t f i l i n g on my

claim.

Before the contest came up the second time, Rube

Jfeyne had 100 acres of wheat a t Corbin, Kansas, and tha t

harvest I took my team and his team and put them on h i s
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binder and ait that 100 eorea of wheat. He .and h i s wif«

stayed up there aid I went home. El a g i r l s were on the
in

claim. I kept them/wood while he was gone and he stayed

8>d had to thresh that wheat and se l l i t . He stayed and

stayed and did not come back.

I t went on t i l l about three days before the contest

caiae up. I took my teem and drove to Corbln, Kansas, to

see what was the matter with Payne. He had just finished

aellitxg that day. He owed me $50 and paid roe t h a t . He

said, "I will be down in the looming and wil l fetch $850

along with me. If you need i t , you can have tha t . " The

next day we got the nine iner for witnesses and s tar ted

down there. ?<e i l l stayed a t a rooming house that

.iext morning we were.at the land office by nine o'clock,
I

ready for t r i a l . They put me on the stand and/ijwore that

I had staked the claim and had done everything the law

required me to do, and thct iny v»i£$ and children had stayed

there ever since I bad taken them \ o toe claim. Then -they

put on about^hre© witness!,to corroborate iqy, statements.

*reak never appeared against me, .BO 1 won the- contest. I t . / *

cost me i ^ i r t y ^ i v e dol la rs for the t y p e w r i t ^ ,
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five dollers for the lawyer's to* and cur boerd .«&ile. ,we

were there* I bed to withdraw #14 of the $15 I ' had pat

up at the land office for ray f i l ing and cancelling of his

f i l ing, then we a l l s tarted for hose, I was happy again.

I then had a ,ome of my own.

I t took a l l the money 1 couil rake and scrap's to nako

a' l iviag a;d then in ifey they notified me to come arid f i l e

on the land. I t r ied "to borrow the money to f i l e on the

land ind couldn't , so I sold a yearling roan heifer "Qiat

#o3 fat arid nice and a four months old steer-.calf, a good

one,to Pet« Falkenberg for $14.00* They should hav« been

wvrth #55, aiid i f I had not had the one dollar in the

land office, I wauld not have had enough to have filed* „

There was very l i t t l e money in the country and very

few would buy stock* I s t i l l owed $1.50 an acre to the

Government for the land. The next year 1 got out only

seventeen seres of wheat. I did not have the seed wheat

to put i t in t i l l l a t e , and consequently i t only made about

twenty bushels to the acre- I t very nearly burned up before
t

harvest. The w! sat around me >aads jfoyty bushels to the acre .

Webster, up north of me,(corn stalk ground) made f i f ty



124

.OHLER, WILLIAM HERBS , BHWV3SW 9683 . "\

-27-

bushels to the acre, and t'sere was wheat that made as

high e s sixty-fiye bushels to the ac re . I got mine thresh-

ed-while i t was dry and nice , and put a l o t of i t in the

house and I got 850 a bushel for i t . The l a t t e r part of

the threshing wes wetter than the f i r s t pa r t . I got 4 or

5 cents more &an the average. They used my wheat to go .

with the damper wheat because i t was dry . Jrom that time

on, we began raising better crops—Hah eat, kaff i r corn, corn

and oats .

About seven years af ter the Opening I got. in trouble

with one of my nei-iibors and he called me out to the road

and shot me twice. I promised my wife i f I ever got well

I would se l l out.

George Peacock went down to the Choctaw country and

bou-ht a farm below Sedan. Dave Edwards also went down

there, and they came back and bragged w'.at a great ca t t l e

and corn place i t was. I had s ix head of covrs then and I

was offered $2500 for my place, so I borrowed Nick "Franklin's

covered buggy and went to tbe Cfcootaw country. They sure

had a good crop of coro t potatoes, end everything^ and I

could buy a good big bottoa farm with good barn, bouse, and
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chicken corpsf but I did not have the four thousand dollars,

so I stayed at Peacock's and borrowed Ms 3«ddle an* rode

horseback all over.that country, i t rac a rough countrj-,try-

Ing to find a farm I Hontod thr-l I could buy. I t took roe

ebout three we^ks. At last 7. found a «|arm of 320 acres..

ne quarter lay til- on the bottom -i.d was a l l nlco tarm'

land except wtet the creek and timber took out. However,

I did not buy the place far I found I could net get s dea r

t i t l e .

Tl.e Cnddo country had Opened up ftor settlenent, and

*• e school lerd w :- tlrrofm open Tor bids* I went down and

bid on that achocl land"" on-three different quarters, I bid

es Mp:h ns $1500 on one quarter.
c

All land 4:ad ^aiatid in Vfilue, better that $2000 a quar-

ter. In e year", the jl&ce I had sold, soldNfor $2t000 raore

tha>: the buyer paid for i t . I had p1 t in seventy acres of

bnfore I sold the j Isce srd he cut tmd tWeshed 1,800

I bought tho Edll of Sale of the crop o the ^icfc Frank-

lin nrm for vl>400. I also got a leB3e* on the place for the

next threo years, 1 put about $600 into heifera and cnlves,
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and I bought a yearling Shorthorn bull from Bill Earat*

He was selling tftwn a t $50 to $75 apiece. I picked en the

one he had picked out to keep himself, eo had to give $75

for him, I raised some good heifers end stoers from this

bull, Sie f i r s t tmnch of s t e e r s ! sold, I got $18 a head

fcar them, McConnell, whose place cornered with Kick Frank-

l in ' s , offered his place to me for*$2,000. I did not buy-

i t because i t was low, f la t , and full of buffalo wallows*

Pete Elswick, who had sold about the time I did over by

Lament* bought i t , a.ci got the raise of land* Be also

bought a poor school quarte: * In the two, he made up what

lie lost in selling and we lived neighbors for three years*

After toy three year lease was up 1 started out to

look for land again, I wer.t up around Manchester and

around Gibbon, and finally came back within six miles of

Bedford and bought Mr, Godfrey's school quarter for §1500,
. from

Afterward, I had to buy i t / the otat«, so you see i t cost

me |5,000 for the farm. I pat out a big orchard and improved

i t , fenced a l l around withhogwire* I sold lots of apples

from i t , I kept that orchard for over thirty years. At the

time I sold i t , I had paid 02,800 interest on the piece and
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ttwa sold i t In fee depression for $5*800. I *,§#

in debt end afraid I eottld tost i t , so sold I t , as they

in firont of the ooarthou»« ereiy wtek for

just th« mortgagee Wo llTed thore thirty«-fi"f« years,

than caaedam to Craig County, to Vinlta,

I raised tea children and ted lots of sickness and

doctor bi l ls to pay, I hare not been able to do nich

work for the last ten years. I bought seventy acres of

land a Bile and a half I'rom Vlnita, fairly well inprovad,

on Big Cabin, eratiarest, just off of 66 Highway. If I

11 Ye t i l l the 17th of April, I will be 75 years old.


