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TOSN SITE : : T~

The town site of Dawson was on an eighty acre tract of land owned
by Don Jlugler, Cora Matheny amd #illiam Lyneh amd was” purchased from John Bule
lettes The title was carried in the mame of Don lagler, the other two parties
acting as silent partners. Thin was in the year 1904. These same three pare
ties built the first building in Dewson, which was & stone builling of three
roows &nd was used as a store building ard this building is afill stend ing,

The town was nsmed after Wilburn Dawsou. u{'l‘h' writer will endeav-
or to learmn something of the life of Wilburn Dawson and will smt it in at
a later date, My rea@son for nct getting at this intorview wmes thet it was
getting lnte in the evening and Mre Lynck hsd tv go home anf I had already
spent the entire afternoon with him,)

Dawson alweys remained a smell town due to its being’ so close to.
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PIT STRIP COAL MINES

NEAR DAV'SON, OKLAHOKA
Mr, ¥« G, Hefflefinger of Cherokee I;xdian blood discovered the
first coal to be discovered in Tulsa County., This wes found near Collins-
vill, This coal was never produced in commercial quantities but was more
of a community affair, just the poople around in this vicinity used it for

their own consumptione This coal was discovered in 1877, lir, Hefflefinger

. moving there from Vinita in 1876, In 1882 while still living in Collinsville,

he discovered the coal field at Dawson. He, with John Bullette a Delaware
Indian, secured from the Cherokee llation through the Federal Government, a

lease on ﬁis lapd for mining purposes. They were to pay the Cherokee iig=

tion eight cents pef ton for the coal mined, they in turn, rede a lease to

Jo Pe Goomis who resided in Tulsa to mine this ¢oal, they to recelve twenty

five cents per ton for this lease., In 1834 i, Hefflefinger with his fami-

Jdy moved to Tulsa, residing here until 1893 at which time, he moved to what

is' now Dawson, Oklahomme. Mr., Goomis started operating this moper£y in 1883

and continued to operate it until 1888 at which time 08 surrendered his lease
back to lir. Hefflafinger. In the same year, Mr. Hefflefinger mede enother sub-
lease to the landrum Coal Cormpeny, carrying the seme terms as the lease made

to ¥r. Goomis, this latter company commenced operetions immpdiately eénd thoy
shipped coal to distant points by railroad, this being the first traffic of a
?this kinde These operations lasted until 1894 at which time they were abandoned.

In about 1890, Mr. Hefflefinger leased some other holdings that he had in this

e

same vicinity to the McBride Coal Company, at the sams rentsl that he had leased
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to the othexr partieas This company opepated until sbout 1907 at which time

they abandoned operations, surrendering their lease back to ir, Hefflefinger.
| In 1896 Mpr. Willlem Lynch seow ed an interest in the leasee held
by Hefflefinger and Bullette and in 1900 he secured all of the Hefflefinger
anl Bullette interest, Hes continued ™ opormte under the o0ld Cherokee lease
until the time of the allottment, which he thinks was about 1903, 4t that
time he proceeded tc acquire the leases on this roperty from the allottees -
ani to purchasse when possible. In addition to the leases and purchases he
made the i-.efflsfinger and Lynch families allotted on considerable of this
lande Mrs Lynch continued to operate these coal mines wntil 1915, at which
time he leased his entire holdings to the New State Coal Company, This comn-
pany operated until 1917, at which time they surrendered their lease- bg{k to
kre, Lynchs In this same ysar Mr. Lynch mmde a lease to the levell Coal C\om-
pany vho started to mining with a steam shovel, This corpany operated until
1936, at which time they abandoned all activities,

The early mining done on the above property was doae by horses
and 'écraper as ths coal was oaly about four feet deepe They could mine by
this method adbout twenty to rifty tons of coal per day but ipn the later days
of this coal field and during the operetions carried on by the Levall Coal

Cos, the coal mines had drifted towards some hill ard the coal was deeper
and that necessitated mining with a steam shovel as the coal at this timse
was about farty to -ritty feet deep, but even at that depth with the use of
the steam shovel they could mine around two thowsand tons per day.

The lease that was made by the Cherokes Nation to Mr. Heffle-
finger is now in the possession of the Historical Society at Oklahome City.

It is the only loase of its kind ever made,



