HARTZELL, JAMES LANE.

INTERVIEW

7854 -

93



HARTZELL, JAMES LANE. INTERVIENW. #7854 Q4

An Interview with Mr, James Lane Hartzell, Tulse, Cklahoma.
By = W, T« Holland - Interviewer.
October 18, 1937.

My father, Phillip Hartzell, and mother ceme West in
the early deays from Pennsylvania where they were born. My
father was a schoolmete of Jsmes Lene, later Gen;ral Jemes
Lane of th; Union Army during the Civil vwar., They, during
their young manho'od) attended college at Pittsburgh Pennsyl-
venia. Jemes Lane, %too, ceme West, and it was in Xansas
where he served in the Union Army during the Civil wer. My
father was & 2nd _Lioutenant in the Union Army,

1 was born in Xansas, Brown County, October 4th, 18%6.

In 1878 Bill and Bob Spencer of DIriftwood, Kanses,
pear where we lived, and who were saw mill men, got a con-
tract to saw lumber for the Govermment in Oklshoma Teérritory.
| They had been engaged in government work in Xansas and were
ordered to move into the Territory. .I being young, about 21, K3
end anxious for travel end thrilling experiences, decided I

woculd meke the trip with them and try cutting timber for
awhile, I was s rock and brick mason by irads, howsver, and

made this trip just for adventpres sake. Their mill cutfit,

a portable affair, of course, was prepared for the trip.
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They had eight yoke of oxen, and had in all five wegons.
One carried a white tanily.wlio vere to be the cooks for
the outfit. There were eight men in our outfit. We left
Driftwood, Kansas in the Spring of 1878 and were five
weeks on tha‘ trail, We came in over the Santa Fe Trail
the moat of the way. Our journey was slow, necessarily,
as we wore heavily loaded, and too, oxen do not travel
vory fast.

After we got into the Territory we were more or
less concerned sbout the Indians, and hed discussed the
possibility of an athck‘. We had two boys from Iowa in
our outfit, Bill Riley and Bill Maike; these two were
beginning to be more than concerned, just plain "scared”,
and while we talked about a possible "brush" with the
Indiens, still we didn*t reslly expect such; thing to
happen. The leaders, however, had mads 8n inveatory of
the arms in the ocutfit, and just whet should be done in
the event we saw hostile Indiems.

One day while driving slong the Sante Fe Trail in

the Cheysnne country, we saw & band of Indians coming

\
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toward us es fast as their ponies would bring them. We
irmediately circled cur wagons and made hurried plans to
prot;ct ourselves. The Indians had come close encugh to
begin firing, and we too had unlimbsred our guns, which
conﬁisted of 11 rifles and abbut 10 six-ahootaré, end
began to return the fire, when we heard firing rfam
another direction. We, of course, thought we were in for
a desperate fight with two bends of Indiens, but soon
found that these were cowboys, about twenty-five of them;
sseing our predicament,vhad come to our rescue. ~They
soon chased the Indians back to the timber, and we were
saved from what might have been sericus consequences.
These cowhands were working on & roundeup in that 3ection
and just happened to be on that part of the trail.

One amsing incident in connection with this was
thaet Riley and Maike, the two Iowa boys, tried to gst
1nto the fire box of the boiler, but the door was too \_
small, and while we all were rrighteﬁéd. of course, still

these two boys wers sure their sc2lps would soon de decora-

ting‘the belts of some Cheyenne Indisns.

Fe sew thousands of cattle slong this trail during
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" our five weeks trip.

Cawn

We finelly reached ocur destination which was on the
¥eshita River about fifty miles north of Fort Sill. Here
wo get the mill and eatablished our cemp.

Vie were to cut and saw timber for the Indians, and
for use at Fort sill, and too, we cut "ship timbers" for
the Governmeny, or they reserved the ship timber for
Govermment use., Ship timber consisted of 8X10 inches by 20-
feet long, or longer. All one-inch snd 2¥4 lumber was
house lumber for the Indians; The timber cut was mostly
vhite otk and there was quite & lot o( it along the Weshi ta
River at that time,

' Minford Jolmeson had & store ard post office on the

Oéla«»\

Weshits not so very fer from us, and it was here we ob-

tained our supplies end received and sent out our mail.
His store was on the‘ trefl from Kensas and the freighters
made regular trips as did the stages. .

Another man and I cut all the timber which was'haufed
by the ox teams. It was during this time that the noted
Comanche Chief, GCeronimo, was in the custody of the Army,

He had some liberties, however, and I used to see him at
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Reiny Mountain occesionally., Hs would elways be under

L
the gnard of two or more deputy United Stetes Marshals. g

This Chief had csused a lot of trouble. He led war .
parties into Texas as well as made rajids in the Territory.
When I ssw him he had seven scalps on his bel$, six with
black hair and one with red heir,

In 1879 I helped to put up the stome work on the
Indian school building at Rainy Mountain. OGus Boden was
the contractor. This building was built of granite stons,
quarried and worked there on the gz;ound. The building was
70X40 feet and two stories high. It was built for the
Comanche and.Kiowa Indiens. This was why‘chief Geronimo
would visit us. He was & Comanche.

.~ They clearsd up quite an ares near the school, and
when'I left there, thers were 400 eord; of mesgquite wooﬂ-

cut and corded on the school grounds. ’



