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Form A-(S-

BIOGRAPHY FORM
'WORKS PR0GR25S ADMINISTRATION

' Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

Field Worker,4 s name Leone Bryan

This report made on (da'te) •» *

/ .." -7
1-. -Name Overfdeld, N. F .

g. Post Offic^ Address * Pawhuska, Oklahoma. • -

3. .Residence address (or location) ^ I—~^M*~^.

4; DATE "OF BIRTH: Month December. ..,..,.;. Bay 7* Yeai4 1866

5, Place of birth ."Lawrence, Kansas.

6, Name of Father Thomas Overfield Place of birth SHROPSHIRE. ENGLAND

Other information about father

7. Name "of Mother Margaret Ferguson.

Other information about mother

Place of birth EDINBIIRflH, ENGLAND.

Rotes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life
and story of the" person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested
subjects and questions.. Continue on bl&ik sheets if necessary and
attach firmly'to this form. Timber of sheets attached 5 pages.
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Leona
Tl9l& Worker.

, 12,\l690; when I
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was twenty-four yes-ssof age.' I came

, Kansas, ,asdjfirst settlear±a-£gT^usk^, at that'

time I t wae Indian Territory..- I carie down .hei*eolre~4i4me

with two brothers on 'a-hunting expedition. We had an"
• • \

--aunt and uncle living here at the time. In those days

we drove hac^lr-«a4^a8 I got into the hao£' to go hoiae the

propricrtor-«f one of the 8tore~B̂ &&rj? cune out to the hacX,.

and told ae to get out and-̂ & to work. ^^

I lived with the aunt and uncle. There "«ere no streets
hero then. We .lived in -a story and a' half house. One

'family Hved down-stairs -and we lived upstairs. The

house was what was called a log a toe hade. The logs were •

set on end and then were weather-boarded. I drove one

- of the wagons and i t took us t$?o and one^half days to

drive hare from Independence.

P worked at the Red £t 're for ten mojrths and "then

weiit to work at stoat was known as tha Green- fTtore .> Indians

in tihose days didn't care for hotels so the back door of

the store .was lfeft .open for them.. Around payment time,

when sre would go to aoric of a morning, we would find, them

lying a l l over the couatora and the floor. • **,
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Our w.itar supply was frojn 'dug woile und our fuel '
< -

was wood* Y&en. a beef wua ki l jed, i t wee sold out im-

mediately, ft>r Hiem W«D no ice,and no way to koep i t .

One C&ristMaa we had wild turkey, chicken and quai l . All

food supplies were shipped in except veget bies , nearly

everyone had gardens* There was a mill here. I t burned

down once, was rebui l t and l a t e r burned again and has

never been r ebu i l t . What provisions the people needed
the s to res . The stores bought their

supplies a t Kansas City and "-':t« Joseph, Missouri. They

wfe.re shipped by r a i l to Elgin, Kansas, und then freighted

overland•

'rthfcn I carae her© about e i l the white people worked

in stores or were Government employeos-* 'There ware a

t&v white farmers, whô  ai ther worxed for th« Indiatis or

reated the land* Th*e land vras hold- in* coi&n n by the

• tribe un t i l ufter allotment. Fifty .Tould be a large

estimate for/the ahite. population sheh 1 f i r s t came to

the Oŝ tge HeAerv^tion. fh*-itidians wbre very friendly.

' TheTa'iras lo t s of gams/. Turkey, deer and prair ie •

chickens* There won* Xata'af fi'nh but I did not do much

fishing.
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My parents are buried in Independence) Kansas,

The Indians used to have religious /ceremonies and
' i.

dance8«

The Oeage r o l l s closed July, 1907,

The ranch houses were smallfrsne houses with sorae-

times a bunk'house. 1 remember when ca t t l e w«*re shipped

in to Red Rock after 8wiiGiaing across the .rkansas River.

There, was one church here and i t was interdencmirutional.

There was â  great deal of church ac t iv i ty for BO few people.

"hen I came here, th is was a free country. There war.

nothing prohibited except liquor and #M bling, 11 hunting

and fishing ^ere free with no closed seasons.

There was a ferry atRalston and one at Osage but I

don't know who owned them* The only way one had of cross-

ing creeks *as by-fords.

There wae very l i t t l e trading in furs and hides. »

°The mixed bloods and fuSi blood Indians had horse races .

I saw one race in which there must hive been th i r ty horsos.

They raced-from Dial Hil l almost a mile east . One boy fe l l

pff hi8 horse and every horse that came along Jumped over

the boy and he was unhurt. (The Indians did not race the i r

horses on a track but raced them strai ht across the . r t i r i e ) .
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There was son© cut t le shipping, but most of the

stuff produced here was taken care of here.. Traders

would buy and s e l l horses. Lots of the Indi'ane had •

large herds of ponies. . " .

There were four stores here a t that time.- '11 the

traders ware licenced Government traders and eacfc plsrk

that the trader employed h«d to hiye Lis r.j;p on the *

t r ade r ' s l icense . v Government £Q?*AT tcx.a. care of the

people tfho were il^i* .

Reoreatibn.

For recreation we had church entertainments,*base-

ball games, play1 part ies and dances. A grcup of us

organized a club and held dames in what i s not the "City

Hall* There were very few picnics and barbecues.

All the roads were just t r a i l s and followed the -

l«u«-v resistance being very cro Red., The h i l i t ^ r e too-
• ^ ' . *

hard to get, over eo the roads just «eut:-afouad thesu

•Ri'e only schools we had* Were private schools* The

achool houses yrere bui l t and maintained by snibflcription^-

There was a Government school for Indians md also a

Catholic School.'
* •

* There were a tugs lines fron here to 'lgin, T:»rio'*3,
, * • _i

one frora here to KaaJmy: Trading. pofiV sad a &ni;JLl l i ne
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from Arkanaas Cityy Kansas, tiirou^a Kaw City, and Paw-

huska» Oklahoma, ifter the opening of the Strip there

was'a line in hsra from Popca City through Gray Horee.

Remarks: ^rf Owitfield is the Bailiff of the County
Court >m<l has lived in Pawhuska since 1890,
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