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This feport made on (dz_a‘te) "t ] L %
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i-. vName Ovel‘f'ield, No Fo . “ | R \& : =

g. Post Office Address  Pawhuska, Oklahoma. -

3. .Resiic'len\ce address (or locasion) . . ) .

4; DATE OF BIRTH: Nowth Decamber . . Day 7 Year 1866

5, Place of birth __ -lawréntve, Kansas. ‘

6, Name of Fathéer Thomas Overfield _ Place of birth SHROPSHIRE, ENGLAND
@ o

-

Other informetion about father

Npr—

'7,' Name of Mo’cipef Margaret Ferguson. Place of birth _EDRINBURGH, ENGLAND.

Other information about mother

U

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life
and story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manuel for suggested _
subjects and Eiuestgions.. Continue on blank shects if necessary and

attach firmly to this form. Yumber of shects attached 5 pages, .
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~—__OVEIFIELD, N, 1
Leoms Brysn,
Pisld %Yorker.

) \\ e ‘ ) ) ) i ‘ -
"_ I moved to Oklahiowa, December, 12, \I890, when I

T—

—~

—

. was twenty—four ye&ns\ge. I cane‘hei!e fron. Iﬁdepend-
\

o~ X

- ence , fansas, and -first °ett3;e P vhuskat\ et that

time 1t wae Indian Territory..- I came down hexg O
with two brothers on 'a~hunting' :expéditioil.‘ ‘é.‘:‘\\ad an’ -

~.sunt and uncle living hare at the tme. in those days

N

—_ W we drove ha ﬂot into the hack to go home the .
- »\ - N
progric*bezugf one of the euore“@hé‘.g gune out to tne hack_ '

- \

and toid e to ge's ou‘c and-20 $¢ work. —

—~— -~
—~—— ¢

I l:.ved with the aunt and nnele, There were no streets

- -——---'.—_._.....—._. -

\

C e then. se lived in & story snd & Lalf howse. Ohe

“family Iived downcscair and we lived upstairs. The

housé was what wae called a 105 stomade. The logs were -
set on end and then were weatzher-bmrded. I drove onle

*

-of the wagonu and it took us two and one-half days to
drive here from Inde ,,endence. )
I worked at the Red Store for ten mo;x;i'}(;hs and ”‘t;hen
wout o work atavzhat was knosn as the Creen Store. Inﬁlans
in those day‘s didn't care for hbtels so the back docsr of

By
aa the atore .was 1left ‘open for them., Around payment vime,

~— _ When w6 would go to wrk 3t a morning, we would find. them

—

= a

Llying uli_ over the counters and the floor,
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Qur water supply was from dug woells und cur fuel
;;ée wood, Vhen a beef was kiled, it wes sold out im-

mediantely, for therc was uo ice and no way to kecep it.

4

One Christisas we had wild turkey, chicken and' quari. All

food supplies were shipoed in except veget bies, nsar.y
everyons had gurdens. /There was a miil here. 1t burned

down once, was rebuilt und later burned again and has

s

never been rebrilt. %hat provisions the peuple needed

e

e —~tBey-bOUR from the stores., The stores bought their

'eupp;ies at ¥ansas City and '..‘:t. Joseph, wissouri. They

L4

were ship,ed by rail to Elgin, Fansas, :nd then freighted

gverlaixl .

when I c'ame’t?er-e about vil the white people worked

in stores or were Governmgatl employeess There were a
A 3 i

fow white farmers, who aither vor<ed for the Indians or
* « - reated the land. The land was held in-comm n by the
.tribe until =fter allotment., Tifty would be a larye

_estimate for:the shlte pupulation wheh 1 first cume to

~

-

the Osuge Redervation. Fae—¥hdians were very friendly,

Thera:was lots of gamd, Turkey, deer and prairie

chickens. There mere dataof fish but I did not do much

.

fishing, - .
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My parents are buried in Independence, Kansas,

The Indians used to have relizious ceremonies and
stamp dahges. . ; .

The Osage rolls closed Juyly, 1807,

The ranch houses were smallframe houses with same-
times’a bunk ‘house. 1I'rémember when cattle were shipped
in to Red Rotk after swimaing z2cross the .rkansas River.

There was ons churéh Laré an¢ it wus 1utaréenumin}tional.
There was q'greaf deal.of church activity for so few people,
' ) "hen I came héra; this was a free couniry. There uas
nothing proh;bitpd except liqupr and g9 bling. 11 hunting

P

end fishing wers free with no closed se=sons.

-

There ‘'was e ferry atRalston and one at Osage but I
don't know who owned them. The only way ome had of crcee-
ing creeks was by-fords.,

A =

. There wae vefy little trsdinz in furs and hides. =
Qa'ﬁhe’mixed bloods and ffIL blood Indiens hed horse races.
I saw one race in which thers must hive been thirty horscs.
They ;aced.from Pial Hill almost a mile eust. One boy fell
_eff his horse and everﬁ horse that came along jumped over

the boy and he was unhurt. (The Indians did not race their

porsgs on a track but raced them strai ht across the ,rairie).
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'I‘hsml was some cuttle ahipﬁing, but most of the ™~
stuft pz'oduced here was taken care of here.. 'Prader:s
would bu¥ and sell horses, Lots of the Indiane had
larse herds of ponies. )

'J“hera were four stores here at that time.: ‘il the
traders were licénSe& Governaent ‘tra:ders and edcnl glark
éﬁat the trader employed h~d 0 have Lis n-me ¢3 the
trader’s license. . Geﬁernmené'narjor pbch caréﬂof the

peopie who were ill, . .

Reacrasation. > -

-
>

For recreat:on we had church eatertainments, *busu-
ﬁall games, playt parties andé dances., & gi-::up ‘o_i_‘ us
organized a elubd "and held dences in what is mov the ‘Cidy
Hall. mre watre very fe“: picﬁics and b&rbéci‘zes. |

All the rosds were Just trails end foliowed the -
leust resistance being very; ero ked., The hil;p Jct.':@ too

A ) . .
hard to get.over so the roands just went:around ther.

The only schools we had- wers nrivat:e sehool‘s. ';:f{e
achool houses y:a*-e built and maintqi ned by subacription« \
There wss a Governmnt school for Indisns md also a
Cstholie .:ahocl. -

L There were stuge lines fron he»re:. tn “lgin, .’-'8!18'13'.

T o *

one from here to Kuutny. Trading podt =nd u small line
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from Arkansas City, ¥ansas, through Kaw City, and Paw~
husks, Oklehoma, After the opdning of the Strip there

was ‘a line 1in hera £rom Ponea City through Gray Horse.

Remarks: Mr. Ovorfield 1s the Bailiff of the County
court ndd has lived in Pawhuska since 1890,
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