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Qn Intervxew with Mrs. ‘Nartha Lowreuce,
.Antlers, Oklahoma. d

I was born August 24, 1886, at-. Richmond Ray County,
Missouri, I was‘about fourtesn yaars old when my father

poved to the Therokee Netion near Porum. We came over in

a covered wagon drawn by a pair of oxen and we ci?g over by

ourselves. We tried to get sone more families- to come.with
. ,

“us but they were afraid of the Indians and would not come.

Fe. had some kinfolks who had come to this country and were

ﬁ—legaﬁed”fﬁéié—g?’is;;;_ggg—;;; written to my father that it
‘ was‘a fine place, so my fat.ar decided tiat he would come to
thls nev country, and ve came on over, but when we landed
in this country the COLmtry around Porum at that time was

I

wild and there were hut Tew whixo people living there
Porum wag a little village, |

fihen we got located my father did some odd jobs
-aroumd until we got in shape to get out on the farm and we

then went to farming as this was a good farming country theﬁz

¥e raised corn and otler farm products and made a good living
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on the farm and we raised cattls and hogs while we

- ware on this fdrm a%g had plenty %é'éap and made g,litﬁle pe

AN

N

>
N s

. o
money. That was a good countryand we did well for newy- -
‘ {

comers. .
When we first landed in this country we had no
furniture except what we had ‘in our wagon but after we

) &
lived here for aboit a year we boight some new furniture

L

for our housekeeping, and started out in life on:e more.
Fo " e v
o

de did our nééessary treding et Porum. We did not need
/ Co
\bqry much to live on :nd we lLad to be saving with our food

-

1n\;}q§:\to ;ret by until we could make enoiagh %o live like

/
wh}fa pesple., This little village of Porum has spread out

*

///6hd is a preﬁtg good town now.

" ball gemes, I have heard of thém but I ne

< At the tim:\m{\father located at this place there was
no schoog,ﬁor gven ;\&hurch, but al'ter we hnod bean there for

a few years they built up\a school and some churches, I did

not get to attend the schonl )y

“r

ery-musch so -1 can'*t rea¢ to
do any gcod but can zet by with what educetion'T have, I
Jéver sttended an Indian caﬁp~meeting or saw any Indian

r at{ended one of

~th°mo - -7 1‘ - N
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We had some experience’ with the Indians uz there

N

. ‘\\ . .
and: the Indiens whom we knew were all good people so far
» N : L] .
11 .
_as we were concerned, nnd did not bother us in anyvway, as
' ere

they were all our friends. 0f course, ther somg‘lndiané

N

o

o

who were bad and'would kill one &snother, T/hey all carried

guns alli tye time snd woul x£ight among themnselves, but they

1 do what was

]
-

did not bother the white:-peo é\yho tried
right #nd attended to their own ﬁéipess,%s they should.
. N ’ -

P ¥ /
That country had some white men who 5}2§§d into the Indien

'fémilieand faisedﬁscmﬁ boys who were pretdy bad, I'don't

/

know but I think that mést of the white nen who\married the -

Indian vomen shene were outlaws to start with, end course

-the boys were raised up with guns in their hands&énd dXd not

‘know enything else except to fight and kill end that count
RO . ' N - .M .

-

reised up some mean Half<breeds. When we le’t Missouri to
_ come over to the Indjan country, the neighbors there did not
want, us to come for they said that the Indians would kill #

us and scalp us =nd burn us up and that they ware bad people,

-

but Father said that they could not be any'worseAtban the

A
[

w@ite‘peoble-who wereliving in the Indian country and if they

ecould -live in this country and get by we, could too for we

‘ édﬁlﬁvnét.get into eny trouble with them, and would attemd
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strictly ;olour bﬁsiness and let them aloﬁb,’sd that
is what we did. Ve did not molest the Indians but
Father traded with them and would sell them corn or
anything they wanted and they were,jusé as honest as
anyoner could bey I d;d not see any difference in the
Indians from ény other people and wes hed good neighbors
among tﬁem{and we children played with them. e then
moved to the Choctaw Nation where we Rave lived eve¥
sicce and the Choctews are about the same as the Cherokees.
The Choctaws are good people to live by and they are just
as honest as they can_be.
My father died and is buried nem".or:um where ve first
loeéﬁed, and my mother died and was buried in Missouri
before wexmoved'to this new‘country. 1 am now living

heres in Antlers,



