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Johnson II. Hampton, '
Investigator,
October 18, 19^7.

An Interview with Mrs. *Martha Lowrence,
.Antlers, Oklahoma/

I was born; August 24, 1886, at-.Richmond, Ray County,
i ,

Missouri, I was about fourteen years old when ray father

moved to the Cherokee Nation near Porum. We .carae over in

a covered wagon i drawn by a pair of oxen and we cam§ over by

ourselves. ffe t r ied to get acne more families-to come-with
4 1

us but they were afraid of the Indians and would not come.

We had some kinfolks who had come to this^count-ry and were

Porum and had written to my father that it
was a fine placfe, so my father decided tiat he would come to

this new country, and we came on over, but when we landed

in this country1 the country around Porum at that time was
1 •

wild and there were but few white people living there,

Porum was a little village.

When we got located my father did some odd jobs

•around until we got in shape to get out on the farm and we

then went to farming as this was a good farming country then.

We,raised corn and other farm products and made a good living
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on the farm and wo raised cattle and hogs while wo

• were on this farm ertid had plenty to eat and mfide a- little .•;,»

money, that was a ̂ ood country and we did well for new- •

comers. •

'({hen we first land-ed in this country v/e had no

' furniture except what* we had in our wagon but after wo

lived here for about a year we boi^ht some new furniture

for our housekeeping, and started out in life on.-© roore.

s wfo did our necessary trading at Poruiu. Wo did not need

vô ry much to live on i nd we aad to be saving with our food

\

in order to ;fet Joy until wo could make enough to live like

e peo^e, This li'ttle village of Porum has spread out
is a pre-ti^y good tov/n now.

• At the timeBUT father located at thin place there was

no school, not-even a church, but afi.er we" had been there for

a few years they bui l t up\a school and some churohes, I did

not get to attend the schoolYery'DJUoh'so-I canH reat' to

do any good but can get by with what education'T have* I

jiaver attended an Indian camp-meetingNaor saw any Indian

bal l games. I have heard- of them but 1 neVê r attended one of

thorn. - - ,
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We haa some experience' with the Indians ui t^ere

and- the inditms whom we knew were a l l good people so far

as we were concerned raid did not bother us in/anyway as
yere

they were a l l our friends. Of course, t"iere//som«' Indians

who were bad and would k i l l one &nother# Tihey a l l carried

guns a i l the time and wouldvfight among themselves, but they

did not bother the white -people^ho t r ied -po do what was

right &nd attended to their ownxnisH^ness as they should.

That country had some white men who\uarried into the Indian

*familiesiand raised, some boys .who were pre t r^ bad, I 'don ' t

know but I think that most of the white men whb\married the •

Ind-ian women ^heiie were outlaws to s t a r t with and o< course

-the boys were raised up with guns in the i r hands and d k not
know anything else except to fight and kill* and that country

" '"«£ • \ # f \
raised up some mean half-breeds. Ishen we lef t Missouri to

come over to'the Indian country, the neighbors there did not

wantjls to come for they said that the Indians would kill *

us ^nd scalp us ̂ nd burn us up and that they were b'ad people,

but Father said t.hat they could not be any' worse than the

white people-who were living in the Indian country and if they
>

could live in this country and get by we, could too for we

Rot get into any trouble with tlem, and would
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strictly to our business and let them alon'e, so that

is what we did.. T?e did not molest the Indians but

Father traded with them and would sell them corn or

anything they wanted and they were.just as honest as

anyone^could be# I did not see any difference in the

Indians i'rsm any other people and we had good neighbors

among themfand we children played with them. 3fe then

moved to the- Ohoctaw Nation where we &ave lived ever

si-"ce and the Choctaws are about the same as the Cherokees.

The Choctaws are good people to live by and they are just

as honest as they can,be.

My- father died and is buried neajft'orum where ws first

located, and my inother died and v/as buried in Missouri

,bef ore we. moved to this new country* I am now living

here in. Antlers.


