' OBBONM; B, F» ~  INTERVIES

{

#4881 . 7

268



ORREMN, B. ¥, INTENVIEN.
4861

269
Field Worker, Ida B. Lankford,
July 16, 1937.
Interview with B. F. Osdborn,
“ordell, Okls,,
South Churﬂh,
Born October 25, 1869, Iowa,

Parents Lenxy Osbcrun,

Margaret ~ieroe

I am one who made the run and still have the place
which I filed on, otart?ng baesk :l few years before the
opening of the Chayenns and Arapaho Netion for ssttlees.
I~hndod in vWiohita Falls, Texas, which at that tine was
8 very saall towm with more saloons than any other line
of bu'ltnou, but being a wet Demoorat from a dry Republiean
state, the saloons did not bother me. I was teught never
to sneak around to tne pask doar, but to be a man and go
to th,c front., #iehita, at that timo, had one notel, two
rouing houses, one oank, three gre::-ry stares, ons drug
store, two hardware stores, four ssloons, two livery basrms,
three wagen yards, two lumber vards, Gxe wood yard, and
ene gamdling hell. 511' ﬁl’doug & 2003 Qusiness when I
landed in Wiohi‘a Falls wi$h my father, mother, sister,
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and oldest brother, amd his fomily. Xy oldest brother was
in very poor health, ?i my father's means beinc very
1imited, we bought = £ifty foot lot sod erected e ¢ro-
story box h;use on {t. ¥y brsther becere dlesntisfied
and wanted to o bzek heme., 1 ned cne bundred doliors {a
my o¥n neme, 3nd I checrfully gove it t;) hirm. 71 ¥new that
he was nct Jepe fer thie werld., My brother, Jic, and I,
who hed coms over frew the “hicvasew Netion te eee the
folks,were W lkin: 1cwr the utrest ond = —ar gtopyed us
axd raﬁtaﬁ 0 krow 1f of ther wyted 40 =oek. [ knew nmy
brothrr protiy weil, epd %> laeiin-tiop for aoriz, 2 I
’—‘a:kod the men vhat Xipc of work. e erid unloadl n. 20me
ears of luxber, [ told kim I had vever done 23, o *at
Kaod of wert, bu% I rould In my bdest, So whern v~ gt the
lumber un'oacoed I =ept In tlhe 5fT'ac o ~st wy i I
%old the man z.er vhers [ lived, amd 4f he hsd & job apem #
say tizmy t0 la¢ me Mmaw, They had juat rtarted work oa
the ;a1l) an? elevator s0 T struck the +ontrsctor for a job.
He gave ne o 7Y heipius to dig o pite Thret was *he

bardest 2irt I ever atrug- a 2{cx into. I workeld two days

and & helf and when I ceme bhome, yother sgid the Mer
v
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of the liubair yard had been down to the house and left
wortd far me to come down to the office, sc [ went down.
One of their teamstears had qiit and they were runniag
three teams of t‘heir own, 50 I took the Job. as third
tunqtor. They told mes the team was bal-vy and would run
away {f they got a chanee, but they never got a chance
while I drove them. In about two months or mo [ was
head tgamstor and got paid extra for taking care of teams
on Yandeys. 4 little later my brother, Wilbur, came end

I got him a job in the yard. »Tho 1u;nbor ocsmpany decided
t0 dispose of their teams ani have their lumdber hauled

by the th()mand, 80 we got the manager to buy a small

team of mules. We teok the job, paying ror%m on the
instulluent plan, 4s the time rolled around, and the talk
of the opening of the "heyenne and Arapsho began, we
decided to try and get a home., Ve told the manager gur
intentions. He suid "All right, your job wiil be open fer
you when you get bagk." e tried tc get some boys with
WoR we were aecquainted to oome with us, a.d we finally
20t a man by the name of Charley “rowlsy. ‘¢ furnished

the conveyanoe, team, eovered wagon, walking plow, three

L]
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Indizan saddle ponies, and ones saddle. ‘'rowley, deing an
old time ocow-hand, had his own sadd’e dbut no horse, s0
that mde two scddles and -hree of us.

Just ms we were about to atert for Oklahoma, we
Eet a man by the name of Charley Lacksy 4nd his wile, and
8 txiiend of ?his and his wife, who were thinking about
coming t0 Okluhoma, 80 we all came together. They had
a te8m ané wagen of their own. Ve ecrossed the Hed River .
at “harley, Texas, and c¢ame acrdss %0 Anadsrko, went
several miles duwrn the Fashits River, and crossed. Then
we started toward Mirneo, bdul got only a fes miles when we
cae tO a creeic known then as Stinking ~reek, !;lﬁ it surely
did., e decided to turn an? go baek up the 7ashita Hiver,
He forded the river five times, I think, ocoming from >
Anndarko., One uight we went {nto eamp and when we ccme
up the river t0 the meel the ladies md redared ro:"m
veady <0 sit down L0, we noticed some [:dians headed far
our emp. Mr. Lackey deing familiar with indian weys and
having deen interpreter at rt. 8'111 at onc time, sould
talk Comenche. He t0ld us to go ahesd and eat, and he "

picked up a blanket and spread it down on ‘he ground and

[

N
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lay dowmn, V¥hen the Indians came up thqlr went up to him
and spoke to him., He t0ld them he ‘ua"hcap'aick", 80 they
d1dn't ask for saything to eat, and soon left our oAmp.
We went in to gamp just below the mouth of Oak
Creei onm the river, They kept gathering {n there i}
thers wes quits & dunch samped thers. On the meraing of
the 19th of Apéil. 1892, we-all began ta ;roparse for the
run. Some went to the‘ County Seat to get $own lots and
some to get mz:u. Kr. Crowley, nz broether and myself
were after claims, The rest of our bunch were going to
"loud Chief. e left our mules, wagon, and chuek at eamp,
all except a 1little duteh oven, bread, ax;d fried bagon
vhisch we to0k with us for dinner and supper. rthe hour
to start was 12 o’c;iook noén. Soldiers were stationed
ulong the south line, and they gave the iigno.l by rifle
fire. 4is we left camp, we rode west up the line until
v got o:ut on the open prajirie, away from the river
bluffs. 4is we rode up the line we saw one bunch bdreak
through. One of the soldiers said as we passed him that
he gusased -they were geing to get som thing. 4nd [ guess

they did, but not honestly.

/
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¥hen the signal was gl ven we struck out in the
norfhvtut directlzn. The first cree: we o:'e to a deey
cane tearing ocut of W} saw it, grabbed his
lariat and was going to ilco chase. Just about that time
a fellow ocame ;:haaing up, horse dbaek, and shot it dowmn.
Ve rode on. /s we rode cut on the opaning into seetion
nine, my brothor was about one-half mile nar th of
Mr, "rowley snd myself., He waved me down and | rode agroas
to him., e said this looked good to him. [ said that
it also looked good t0 me, 80 we began to try and mark 1t,
Mr. Crowley went one-half mile up the ereek and staked
‘his elaim. After staking his claim, he came beck to
lc,tl:to us. 4as it was getting late we rode bagk up‘ the
ocreek to Mr, Crowley's place, and went i{into eemmp. uur
. th:"n ponies’were staked out, The grsss was six or eight
inches high.( They fared well, as 4id we, with a biscuit
and & plecs of b;con'bapioco, two saddles for our pillows,
a blanket apiece for our bed md eover, and e big blaek
walnut log for our fire, [t was dandy: rut we hadn't

seen or heard any one else in our settlement, except the

coyotes, prairie dogs, aad rattle saskes., Heing familiar
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with them, we felt &t sase. The nsxt moraning —pF~zot up

before day, pdilod \;u pony snd weni back after the team
axl wagon, . Fe soid he would get bagk just a= quiekly e
he could, anci for ;xs to seo 4if ws emld find soms Deo
who had come in their wagon ~nd get sams things
them to eat, and 0 see-if we could find some sofnmr
stonas 80 we ocould losate our olaims, We hadpft broken
camp yet, lt;a\ a fellow driving av.or:t sanl)y mile tnd @
tolerably large horae to an 014 rigkety wggon came up.
¥e 1014 him our aisuation, =0 he invitey us to ﬁn:tako
of his hospitelity, whic we did and mere very thoakful,
It wmnxdsted af corr pons, bacon and coffee. He tolc
us he had loemted up the ereek and his name was

Sam Maroslus. Ve made cur ommp he:dguarters and stsried
out to sde 1if we could loyste some corner stones, tus
failed, .
Late that evening frother Wg\ rolled i{n with sur
‘chuak wagon. The next day we 00k the mules and wagnm,

went over $0 where we had staked, %0k our welldag plow

and dooke some sod. Yes, we ran ons furrow,”and ws

marked off four quarters in that se~tion. mt, of course,
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didn't mow the differsnce until we c'oua];d locats some
section lines. Ve itept hunting for -corner rock. & few
mare dropped into our settlement. By the aid of a

government meap and the location of one sorner stone, we

b hd

began to loeate cursselves. in the rirst sé~tion corasring
#ith the curx';or stone south and east, nor;hpast quarter
was Sam Mareelus; the next section easd, ;zcrthmst quarter,
Ch.iu'lcy ‘Crowley; adrthesst, Rube Shelton; next meation on
west, B, F, Osborn; ncrtheast, . A. Wborn, Aoross the
section line narth of my place was J. H. Rowland, .est
‘f him was Jeff VWbite mnd north of Roﬁand Jee Mart
'~ Shelten. We dvgided to go to Oklahoma MMty to file, so
we left semp amd started out, The boys who hed saddle=
Jorses took the lead to ﬂ}ok ot roads end pldces to eross
the oreeks, The first on§ to cr;'ﬁss was = prong of -alvsry,
and the creek was just south of where "orci‘ellm i1s now
located. They fouod & placs. whers ws could ancle dow the
creek a little where we ould gst out, dbut the banks were

pretty steep. I was in the lend and I mede it ell risht.

Mr. Maygeius was following me and he had no brakes on his
wagon., He had to loek one whesl with cheins to zet down
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and he hed jua;-é spt of chain gear ror harpess. then-

¢

top of the bank -1 heard him

-l

' poller "Wh " md 2 oking back I saw fhe 1{ttle hule

he was nearl.y to.

« The Yg ha?se broke tils heme
string, The wegon~ going ‘*a‘avkudovm iato the areak.b't-zt
Jnot tha nttla mule, far pe slipred coller and bridle

ctf over his head; h var, ve got them baok ~nd he made

it out 1l night., Th4 nsxt wo crossed wac the Washita

River, but {% wean't sy bad. Our roed ms‘ﬁretty
-windi ng, but;: we final iz.r.ded in Oklszhome City snd
drove {uto & wegon yard)They cherged ue -tmnt-,y-fiza

ceants yawd fee f@ cach fesm end geve us 8ll f-he‘ hay we
w&ntoa t°& fM Ry brother epd I hac $0 sell one of our
. poni ac to z,et mowf spough ¢0 poy our filin- fes. Je had
to gq‘i ia liae 1}?,0 walt sur fhurn to file, shioh we atd.
Then e Jaf$ b‘m\ bunch and hoaded dhreY For Wichiw Falls,

-

Texss, \



