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I am AIM who nade the run and s t i l l here the plao»

•hiah X filed on, starting baek a few years before the

opening Of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Nation for sett lers .

I landed In «lohlta Falls, Texas, which at that tirae vtaa

a Tery saall town with more saloons than any other lln»

of business, but being a wet Denocret from a dry Bepulllean

state* the saloons did not bother n». X «as teught nerer

to sneak around to tn« baok door, but to be a man and go

to the front* #iehltn, at that tlaio, hod one hotel, two

rooalng houses, one bank, tiiree gr)»t-ury stores, one drug

store, two hardware stores, four saloons, two lirery berns,

three waftA yards, two limber yards, o&e wood yard, and

one goatling ha l^ AII wtMnoln^ a good business when I

laaAwd in flohlla Falls with ay father, mother, s i s ter ,
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and oldtot brother, and hie i'-i?ily. &y oldest brother vas

in very poor health, %nd ay f«sth«T*a naana bel&s rery%nd

limited, re bought ?• f i f ty foct l e t *Ei rrertec e tr.
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story bo* hottse on I t . I'y brother brce-Tf.

and wantod to co bsek home. I hcl one hucoir^l doUore ia

•y om acme, and I chtcrfully gsre i t to bin. T kn«w that

ht mn act 3cnr fcr thte vrrld. ':>• hTotbf.r, 71 cf ?ni I ,

who lied ct»s» c w ftnt tfc€ ^hlcVatetr ^.*tion tc t*e the

folks,wart w-lklac '3c-vr. thf Btteat cr.c1. ^ TSL estopped us

aad ranted to kecw if aithcr tr\rt<--1 to -zrrk. I kae.v my

brotbrr pr't+y v-;ll. nad hl^ Incltn'-tion for ^or^, r.o I

asked tfc« mtr. r^et klnO o* wcrt:» 4
J« ?rtd anioadi n;.. eoat

ears cf lurcbT. I. told him I ha*! '-«Ter Ĵone aa> C:* 4Mt

ktad cf work, buJ; I sculd 1o Hy bf.3t. So wher. r* pet tba

loab«r un1 oac rid I *»enl In tl*^ off far <o n*t 'V r - - j - I

told th» fflftn3r8r trhara I- l ivod, and If hr» hsd a Job op#a

aay ttsn to l e t BIC Jaaow, l*bey hart juat started iiork oa

ttea tAlll nai elevator so I struck t** *,ontractor for a job.

Ha gaf* aac r. jnb halpi^c to dig n p i t , Thct was *be

hardauit dirt I eT«r otrutf- a ?lcv into, I trorlwd tvo doyt

aad a half and *feen I eame hone, n other aeld tho
V
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of the lustier yard had been down to the house and l e f t

word for ma to eons down to the offioe, BO 1 vent down*

One of their team*tar8 had quit and they were running

three team* of their own. do I took the job aa third

teamster* They told me the teas was bal>y and would ran

away If 1hey got a chance, but they never got a chance

while I drove them. In about two months or so I was

head teamster end got paid extra for taking core of teams

on Sfcadsya. A l i t t l e later my brother, «llbur, came and

I got hi* a job in the yard. The lumber cempany decided

to dispose of their teams and hare their lumber hauled

by the thousand, so we got the manager to buy -a small

tearc of ooles* We took the job, paying for' teams on the

installment plan* AS the time rolled around, and the talk

of the opening of the "heyenne aad Arapaho began, we

decided to try and get a home. *e told the nonage* our

intent!one. Ee said "All right, your job will be open for

you whan you get bae<." #e tried to get some boys with

fltoom we were acquainted to come with us, a.d we finally

got a aen by the neme of Charley Orowfey. t'e furnished

the eonreyanoe, team, eorered wagon, walking plow, three
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Indian saddle ponies, and on* saddle, orowley, being an

old ttae cow•hand, had his tnra saddle but no horse, so

that toads tvo saddles and hree of us*

Jus.t aa ve vere about to start for Oklahoma, ve

Bket a man by the name of Charley Laokey and his wife, and

a friend of his aad hie wife, who were thinking about

coding to Okltthosiau 80 «e a l l oatae together. They had

a t*am and vtgon of their ova. V>« croseed the tfed Piver

at "barley, PezaB, and ease aexoas to Anadsxko, vent

•••eidi miles down the (fenhlta Rirer, and crossed. Then

ve started toward Mineo, but got only a few nil lee tfcea ire

cams to s creek known then as Stinking <;reek, and i t surely

did* «e decided to turn aad go back up the Washlta Hirer.

We forded the river fire times, I think, ooming from

Anadarko. One ui^it we vent Into eavp ead «hen ve octas

up the rirer to the neel the ladles Yn& pre>ar»d for us

ready to s i t down to, ve notieed some I idlans headed for

our « « p . Mr. Lackey being familiar with Indian ways and

haying been Interpreter at ft. S i l l at one time, 00aid

talk Comeaohe. He told us to go ahead and eat,' and he

picked «p a blanket sad spread i t down on the ground and
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lay dawa. Whan the Indians came up they went up to him

and spoke to hiflu Ha told ttiam ha was"heep aiekn, so thay

didn't ask for anything to eat, and soon le f t our oanp*

We want In to eaap just below the mouth of Oak

Creek, on the riT«r. Thay kept gathering in there^if l

thert «ss quite a bunch sasped thsrs. On the sersisg of

the 19th of April, 189S, we - a l l began to prepare for the

run. Sons want to the County &aat to get town lots and

some to get alslms. Mr. Crovlay, «y or«thar and ayeelf

ww* after cialai* The rest of our bunch ware going to

nloud Chief, fte l e f t our moles, wagon, and chuck at oaap,

a l l exoapt a l i t t l e dutoh or en, bread, and fried baeon

whioh we took with us for dinner and supper* the hour

to start mm 12 o'clock noon. Soldi art ware stationed

uloag the south l ine , and they gara the signal by r i f l e j ,

f ire. As we le f t caap, we roda waat up the Una until

ia got out an the open prairie, away froa the rirer

bluffs. At wa roda up the l ine wa aaw one bunch break

through. One of the soldiers said as wa passed him that

he guaased they ware gwlng to gat sooe thing. *nd l guass

thay did, but not honestly.
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, When ttie signal was glTtn we struck out in the

northwest direct Ion* The first eree;< we esre to a deer

earns tearing out of It* Mr. Orowley saw i t , grabbed his

lariat and was going to fclwe chase. Jast about that tine

a fellow oame abasing up, horse baek, and shot i t down.

We rode on. AS we rode oat on the opsnlng Into set t ion

nine, my brother was about one-half mile north of

Mr. "row ley end ay self . He wared ne down and l rode across

to him. He said this looked good to him. I said that

It also looked good to me, so we began to try and mark I t .

Mr. Orowley went one-half mile up the creek and staked

his claim. After staking his claim, he oaae back to

lo.orte us. Aa i t was getting late we rode baek up the

oreek to Mr* Crovlsy's place, and went into eaap. JUT

three ponies'were staked out. The grass was stz or eight

Inches high. They fared well , as did we, with a biscuit
v

and a piece of bacon apiece, two saddles for our pillows,

a blanket apiece for our bed sad eorer, and a big black

walnut log for our fire* It was dandy: mit «e hadn't

seen or heard any one else in bur aettlment, except the

coyotes, prairie dogs, and rattle stakes. #elng familiar
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with them, we fel t at eaee. llie next aorning / ' got up

before day, •addled hla pony end went back after Hetean

and wagon* • Ha e»id he would get basH just as quickly

ha could, and for us to eea i f w<s ewld find mma

wbo had oona ia their wagon nnd get some thing a

than to eat, and 10 a e e i f we could find some co/n*r

atonaa so we oould locate our claims. *e hadn^t broken

coop yet, whan a fallow driving e rary snnll/n\ule tj& ft

tolerably large horne to an old riokety »?«on cam© up;

We -told him our aituation, so he l n r i t e / u e to peitaka

of his hcapitali^r, nhl<* t»e did and ^ r e rory thsnkful,

It OB aid s tad of oorn pone, bfloon and ooffee. he toiG

ua ha had loeatad up the ereelc and his name waa

3aa llaroilua* »a aada our uwap ha^quertare and etsrted

out to aia i f we oould locate aona eornar atonaa, but

fa i la t .

Late that evening Brother t ^ rolled in with our

chii<wt wa^on. The next day we took the mulea and wagon,

want over to wham we had wtalaed, took our waiving plow

and bnoke aoaa aod. Tea; we ran one furrow,~Rnd wo

oarkat off four amrtava in that section. »ut, of oourte,
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didn't know the difference until we could locate some

section linos. We kept hunting for -corner rook. « rew

iwro dropped Into our settlement. By the aid of a
am "

g or eminent mop and the location of one porner stone, we

began to locate oursorres. In the f irst section cornering

wife the corner stone south and oast, northeast quarter

was SajB Maroelus; the next section eas&, northwest quarter,

Charley Crowley; northeast, Rube" Shelton; next section on

west, B. F, Oeborn; ncrtlioaat, »-.. A. "̂ feborn, Morose the •

section line north of my plaee was J, K. Rowland, -est

him was Jeff White and north of Rowland jrae Siart

She I t on, Ve dooided to go to Oklahoma <&ty to f i l e , so

we le f t etnp and started out. The boys wbo had caddie*

horses took the lead to pick oat roads end places to orost

the oreeks. Ttm f i rs t one to oross was —pron^ of -alTnry,

and the creek was just south of where "ordell i s now

located. They found a plan whore we could an?le down the

crook a l i t t l e whore wo could, get out, but the becks were

pretty steep. I. was In the lead and I made i t a l l risht.

Mr. liattsius was follo^.ng ma and ho had no brakes on his

He he. d to look one Aool with aha Ins to get down
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nnd he had just a oft of chain gear for harness, nhen*

he was nearly to thU top of the bank , -I heard him

holler "Whov mA looking .back I saw .the l i t t l e toule

going over baekwaued^ The big horse broke his hame

string* The wagon «|i3 going baok do*n into foe creak-but

not the l i t t l e mule,{for he slipped ccller and bridle

off over hia head; however, we got ttieo back he

i t out e l l sight. Th« «»rfc vt> crossed «ae the WE

Rivwr, but Vt waaa't s | bad. Our road was pretty

winding, but; «6 f inalM ltndefi in OklabaoF. City and

drove into a »agoa >^3fd|They charged ue twenty-five

eeots yatd fee fca? each |eem end gave us e l l the hay we

wstnteS to fe«4» W brotnW end I hac to sell one of ova?

ponies to get kozoj enough to pcy OUT filiix' fee, We had

to got in line M wait ^ur turn to f i l e , ^hich

Then as left tt»\ bunoh. mo. h3adad br\ey for w


