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Merrill A. Nelson, Interviewer
June 24, 1937

Interview with ir. ¥. J. Olvie.
22% S. Third Street, Enid.
Born October 20, 1864, Indiana.
Fether-Noah Olvie
#other-iartha Grant.

I waaz born in Indiana ip 1868, oy father was a
farmexr and stockman. My mother was a good manager snd
noted as & cook. I cams to Kensas in 1886. I planned
to make the run in old Oklahome in 1889 but did not so.

Xy first vi.it to this country was in 1888, I
was checking cattle in this district and I wes doing
aiit‘cle prospecting for a place to settle. Our dutiss

n

were to round up and brend catile and count tLem. Thern
we nould turn them over their proper owners. In doingf H
tris work, 1 rode over a large pert of Oklahoma on
horseback. Yet I do not claim to be a 'regular cwboy
as I only worked in the sumer or fall. Eech winter 1
returned to Kansae;

One place I worked on was the Tuttls Rench twenty .

fitio miles southwest of Hunnewell, Kant_'f‘f: Renry end
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Gaorge 'i‘m;tu; were partners. They migit be described

és men of red { um size, of dark complexion and were fair-
minded men, I &lsc checksd catile on the Stunkle ranch.

Bixl ,’Bartsell was one of the boys. Liis rench started

at lHunnewsll and he had thiﬁy miiea square south of

this ;oi{nt.‘ Tutils's join;’l i% on the west an south.

1 worké& 4in the fall round-ups. They tried to keep ) \
the éat:lé closer to the -ran;kies in the winter tm:,@

' There were two kinds of grass that t-he,catti;:
’l;Kedl One was buff;lo grass. This was a rather short
K188 Whlgl ‘wourld- ecurl end wgmd ‘qure na_e;f;. "In fact 3
it ‘was better efiédr a"dr‘\y then a wat year.' 2in éet ‘#;
yea:%\s it wowld rot and the cd}:tle\»iﬁi;d Bot .l&k!.‘aA it. The
othqr wa s th; leus stem grasé‘\"s‘;/hicz; grew s0 high that -

: v , . .
I have often tied bonehes of it togsther over the horse's
withers., b |

s’ ‘i, ! < . oo .
-ATOLE the olher cowoys 1 recail.wers Pewnee Bill

who wes more of a scout as was Ranicky-Bill. .
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The renchews who lived east of Cherokes used to go
to the Salt Plains for their salt. They did not evaporate
it, they just shoveled it up.

The In&iaﬁs would eat beef mostly but also other
things which are unpleasant to us,such as dog meat. The
Cheyenne-Arapahoes hed an agenéy near Canton, There
was a fort thé&n, too. As & rule there was a foft near
every Indism Agency.

I used to Snjoy watching an Indian ball game. The
Indians were not rough in these gsmes, not like thgy are
at their present footiall games, where racen;ly the
smglleét man on the Indisn tean w;f%had a hﬁndrpd and
eiéﬁﬁy poﬁnds. | | ' ' .

| \Zha cowboysylivpc on beef and biscuits w ich they
‘woulé‘make in & dutcgqueﬁ. Tﬁby would‘sometimeé sus; end
a kettle over fire dogs and stew things';n t;;a wWaY.

It was uhusuﬁi for United Stgtei}Marshals to make

their homes in Oklahoma. a#hile they ;ere frequsnt viaitorsi

of
they generally made their homes elsewhere. I heerd/one

"
)
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who lived for forty-eight years before the opening
at & point seven miles from Blackwell -but tiis v;as
unusual. The marshale never told their business.

I have s8en Indians making beads. I think they
used heire %o siring thea on. I was frequently at

the Ponca Agency and had considerable dealing with

——

the Indians. 1I mac{o & number of friends ‘é'zz'nng them.
Tl;e ones I ;.'ecall were Scabby Bull and John starr.
They wers Wastern In;'lians. 'fhé 0ld :once Ageﬁcy was-‘
jua‘h & large wooden building twenty-five by\rorty fest
in‘%imonsions. . Oldraabbit was anothoxg Wostern Indian.
I gave him s wagon load of melons which he appreoia}nd
as he never hed seen or tasted any. I also gave them
roasting ears with wt}mh they were more familiar.
Dick Yeager and Black wers horse thieves. They
were here at the time of the opening and just after.

a
They had/hideout 1. the Glass Mountains. They held my

‘brother up on Turkey creck, west of Waukomis. we.hak™
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been over to Enid to get & load of lumber in Decenber.
#e werse building a shack before he went back to K .nsas.
We had twenty dollaz;'s and sixty cents. They tock the
m;t}‘u_rglh'er \
twenty dollars end left/the sixty cents. Both went on.
¥y brother saw Yeager on his death bed and they recog-
nized each other. Black was killed in the Glass mount-
eing. Yeager wae caught in Chisholm Creek east of Waukomis.
I never heard of Ranicky Bill in Jungle Caves. |
The Chisholm trail went wie re Grand Avenus is now.
There wes g8 southwestern trsil which cormenced at a point
north of here and branched on toward pnadarko. There
w8y have been & cut off from here to Enid.
Govémment Springs Park, when I first saw it, had
no ravine, no iske, no sprirgs. I saw 11;/&%3011 where the
Fock lsland tracks are now. The treil did mot @ right
t 3 it as. it »as merely & spring. Theré is a gaonumegt

thers. A bunch of cottonwoods merked the place. 'fha:o

75]1
was only a/barrel sunk down in the graund. Waper seeped
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i;oand overflowed the barrel. .This wes in 1888,

I never was much of a hunter. I did hunt and kill
a fow deer.

The Sante Fe got s frenchise to stretch a line south-
wést through western Oklahoma, through ¥Woodward. They got ‘
very little for t¢iis. T:e more generally used road went
from Lrkansas éity to Purcell.

My father msde the run into the Cherokee Strip but
sscured nc claim. I started at the same place, the Three
ione COttonwoéds jggr Lacey, and managed to secure 2 claim
near Ames. The place I started f rom was about ten milea
‘wast and a ilitvle north of ﬁeﬁnes_#y. %e had a tent in
which we slept the first n}ght. Wy bro";.hers and brother-
1a-law. algo sekired clifmss 1 built a log houss and they
bullt‘ little shacks, t{ﬁe lumber rupniné vartically.

. %o cams bachzk‘ in the ‘spring making quite a caravan.
fie made ti:;b tr.)p in three days. Thers were four or five

!

vegons, forty head of cattle end twelve persons in the
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outfib(/<;he ecountry was fit for nothing except grazing.’ '
e started a church ou my place that fali in & brush
arbor. Jater it whgxneyéd to a necrby schocl house. e ———
also started a c.unty feir.

I nmade improvements or my ferm, puilding it up till ¢

i hed ore hundred head of logs, forty t» fifty head of
cettle enc from ten to twelve horses.
('n2 of ihe firest chergeters and best known of that

couitry wes old Judge Hughes. He we: a banker, &nd his

o 3
*

judéess;p included all of Jood County which in those deys

included Major und & lot of othse- territofy. He served )
a ¢ -
at Alva, and wasfgﬁst oan and also ran a store.

e
.



