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L. W, #lson -
Journslist,-
Desember 37¢h, 1937

Iaterview with lrs. Sersh Odom
1219 Holden Street,
" Muskogee, Okla,

*

Father: James Akll-n,‘ a vhite men, Sorn in Xentucky.

Mother: Lids Davis Aklin, & Creek Indlem, born in Alabsma.

¥Mrs. Odom: Bornm on the west bank of the Arksnsas River,
peer Fort Smith, Arkenses, April 24¢h, 1850,
She will be eighty-eight furg 0ld on her next
birthdey end is a t;glf breed Cresk Indian.

Removal of this Creeks
1o the Indiasn Territory.

In Alabema, the parents of Nrs. Odom wers born, reared
and married. They like other Creeks were farmers, had plenty
of land to ’mltiivate, bsczuse the land was owned jointly hy
the Ureek Tribe snd & man could cultivete all the land he
carcd to. \

Civil War

Many of the bcttor eduoated Cresks. kept in close touch
with the brewing of the Civil War and thay in turn %alhd
over the affair with the rank and file of the tribe. Noaus
of them sared sbont this war end seid it was a white men's

" trouble and not theirs. Some of tha weslthier Cresks owned
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slaves and they believed in slavery. Many rreachers and
teachers d1id not believe in slavery, and the Creeks who were
just poor, old plein Indlan farmers had to.only liaten %o
and act on their own judgment and this set was divid; between ©
the North and the South,

Honeys due the Creeks were held u.p aﬁd gome said the res-
son was because they were &fraid the money would go %o help
the Scuth whip them and this alone mede some of them feel the
Govemme.nt was corrsct and if they fought with the Nortl, maybe
they would get the amm;ties due them,

I was only eleven years old, and I was living at North Fork
Tovn on the Texas Road near the present town of Texans, vhen Al-
bert Pike came from Park Hill to meet the head men of the Ureeks,
Choc;taws and Chickasaws to get them to Tight with the South. I
ramember the whole willage balked of nothing for daya except to
Aiscuss whet must they do.

Some of the Qpeeks sald, " we will go and sign up te
fight with the South" but my father was one of the many who
wouldi not abide by the treaty and fought with the North. The

. Cresks reslly had a civil war smong themselvas and the North-

pmﬁroel;a won at first and then .finally the South whipped

the Northern Creeks and they headed for Kensas.

e
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My father was with the Creeks who headed for K_énsaz and
I never saw nor heard of my father anfmore. He was sither
killeq fighting ¢r froze to death enroute:to Kanses, beceuse.
the Trecks fled to Kensas during the wimter of 1861 and it's
gaid that many of them died of cold and hunger before they
rsached Kansasg, '

¥other and I never lef% the Indien Territory but took
refuge under'the wigxga of the Northern Army stationed at
Fort Gibson.

Reconstruction Days
after the Civil War

The whole Cherokee and Creek Nations were in a pitiful
condition after the War. ‘.

¥eetings were held by the Government and by the headmon
of the Creeks., The Creeks ware so torn by civil atrife that
it was elmost impossible for them to agree to anything, al-
though the War was ended, but they were made to understand
that they must free their slaves and give them rights and
give up some of their land to the Sac and Fox, Kickapoo snd
other wild Indians. The land was to be paid Por by the Gov-
ermment. The Creeks agresed to do all these things.

During the days of recc;nstx;uction. Mrs. Odom nmi'

around anG near the village of North Fork, Fishertown and
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at points on Liftle Elk Cra;k.

Her f£irgt home after t*» War wes in & dugout. Father
having lost his 1ife in the Wer, it was hard for hersslf and
her mother to make & livelihood, but game, wild fruits and
berries were plentifui and by raisigg a patch of corn and some

*

potatoes they managed to exist. . } "

»hile living in the?dugout‘Qn Little Elk Creek, %heir
meals wares cooked on openifires and in ovens built of| rock.
‘On this creek was built a toll bridge by the DreTﬂ’s.
¥rs, Nennie Drew opsYuted the bridge and alsoc cared for em-

igrants vho traveled. the old Texms Road.

¥e lived for two yemsrs in our dugout home and then move
ed to the North Fork neighborhood on Carr Creek and Sandy
Creek at Standing Rock ﬁéar the South Canadian River. We
were then four miles from Fishertown, four miles from Texana.
Our new home wes a one~room log cabig,'with puncheon floors,
the windows gnd Goors were made of boards, the boards deing
. 8plit out with a frow. These doors snd, winflows wers open~
ed and shut by strips of hides used for hingss.

Fishertown was a liitle village of poééibly one hundred
psople. ¥r. Henry Fisher and Bill Fisher were the founders
of the éiilage. Henry ran the store and Pill was the black-

smith and wagon maker. In Henry Fisher's store wes the post-
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office and he “tlaa alsc the post-master. The ssoond post master

wag George Gragso;x. -Geprge Grayson ran tihe Inn. Boo Scott

an;i the ‘&adswoz:yth and the‘wélia. Carra, Sutler and Stidhem fam-

ilies were notable at Fishertown in those days. |

‘ Mias Figher and Mias Wadswort: taught ‘sch%l end teught in

_the Creek languags. The church was of Baptist Faith. In the

- summer, meating was held under & brush arbor &nd in the winter -
time at the Olcz f’;age Stand near the Inn conducted by Bob Grey-:-
801, DR S ' f |

North Pork Town had no post-office. New Bleckhewk ran
the store. George Delair was the black-smith amd John Collins
cared for the& einigranti thet 'prererre&' 10 ea} at his place rath-
er then to cemp. The Gentry i;amily was very notable around the
village." Scott Gentry later operated e ferry across the Arken-

" sas River.east of the present town of Haskell., He i buried
ebout & ‘gurtnt of 2 mile faa;st of the present highway bridgs
across the Arksnsas east of Haakell.

%hile living s% Fishértown, ’tbe M.K.E T. Railrosd was go=~
ing to bulld through the Indian Territory and surveying par-
t1es came through the country, surveylng the right-of-way
which was in accord with the treaty the Creeks.had made with
the United States. The Cre:ka wanted no reilrosds, sensing

it meant white people wonld invade their domsin. However, they
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finally agreed to the Tailroad being buils. |

The first *party of aurvqyors wasy. ma“acr.d by th;t Cresks |
at North Fork Village. Soms United states Marahal tried to ap-
prehend them dut mld £ind out nothing and tinally agroed that
if more men were sent they would not be molested.

The second party showed up i:du; tims end the Crecks at
North Fork kept quiet but the ones a.t_Fishertown took the ‘
scalps of this s;cond party. 1 knew some ‘o‘r- tht,,c_rocka‘;k
who helped to kill them . They aré all dead now so I don't
mind telling. their nemes. There were he Grayson Boys, Stid-
ham Boys, Gentry Boys and others. Tis seeond kill&ng cauged
lots of excitement and the Principal Chisf and othe; officials
of tiae Creek Governmsnt sizgned a treaty or an ‘agr‘éem'ent thét. )
they would protect the next party if: it took 8ll the Light-
Horsemen in the naticm to ‘do 1t '..,;

The third party ceme through, and were, protected-as prom
ised. It was about two years after the third purty survoyed.' o
througk the Creek Naticn before comstruciion’ or\\‘,;x:road was be-
gun.

%ith the construction of the railroad the town of Eufsulas
lsprang up. ' Bufsuls at one time was the laréost townx or the. |
railroadf\ I remember well the rJ:rst train that ceme into Eu-

faula. It was a work treim with thres or four cars, & little
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.gsuuud the cars were loaded with ties 'and materiel for
the tuildizg of the rosd, further south.
- 'Inﬂiins. white pc;ople, men, women ond ehilaxjon all met
the train. It waé wonderful to thea. I was 20 thrilled I
”‘ : J/nst ‘e;x':’t tell all the details about it. I remember mome of
!‘1 the women and children would go within a qno.rtor of & milo
of it end fow of the men.  Everybody was afrald the thing
would blow up and xil] ell1 of then,

I ronember ¥other and I 414 very well until they would
ring the bell and start blowing the whistle and then wé ‘
really a1d get seared. ‘ ‘ ‘

Henry Fisher ma Flshertown buut e 1ittle slab house -
at Bufeule and started the first store. A4t rirst, his aup-
pli'u cams by wagon trein from Fort -‘hit_h.; Ark. until the
railroed sterted -ﬁfmling.m freight. This store grew'snd
he soon handled' 8 tnil line of averything. ‘me next stcre
was évned and operated b}' ;Tohn wadsworth. 7Thes first barber
xas Deen Collins from North Fork Tou;,— his father hed been a
barber at North ¥ork Town in the earlier dayc. “

¥y Grandmother operated a’ stage ste'ﬁd at Eufeaunla, ﬁhe
stage ren from Bufeuls to Fort Smith, Ark. The Cook Boys
stole two tun; from Grandmother while she ‘operated the

Stage 3tand. Frank Cook and B1ll Cook were uil' tnou to
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our relstives before they really bescsme outlaws, The father
of Jess e , Frank and the other James Boys w‘u. ah uncle of my
Grendmotuer. Daddy James 1ived neer Coffeyvilie, Kansss. He
vas & nics man and in no sense aeo;untible for the a&ta of
the sons. Before any of the boys wnjqre outlaws, they used
‘ to punch esttle out.on the ¥, S, Remch‘ run by Capt. :é;vers.
" I xnew ‘l;hem wall and used to sea them vhen ' they eamﬁ to Fufaula
and Cheeoteh to get cattle from the trein end drive tuem bsck
to the ranch. E . . ’
Isaw the town of Chedotah stert long after the town of
Bufaule, It was more at first just a 'place'to unloed euttle.
The rail;'oad puy in a switch and the renchers built "é lérgg
spiitr‘all corrsl to unload cattle {n until they céulud get |
tbem’ started to the ranches,. '
Bob Jentry was one of the first merchants at Cheooteh.
I remember soms of the cow punchsra who used to unloed oattle
at Checotah, E4 Hart, John Black, Alex Todd and his brother
Sem, Geox;se Elltott, Sr., Frank dook; Jeke Siwmons, the Dalton

.arot:hsrs. Gentry Brothers, Jemes Brothers, tize Cook Brothers,

~

Chesotah 18 comperatively & new town which sprang up in whet
wg call pesturs dsys,
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My first m;xrriaga was fifty-one years ago, to a man
nemed Sterling Flood. He died fn 1935 and is buried in the
cemetery et Checotah. My next marriage was to Mr. Odom; It
waa:.of. short durati.on on account of objections to my children
and 1 only lived with' him six months when we separated, I
gu;as I was too old to liveswith anyone;ex%ept my' thildren and
" these little grand-childrenm.

" Indien Cooking

Berries were saien dnly during the berry season as no
canning wa3 done as at present; The first canned fruits
and bexries were put in tin cans. 'Ihfy. were &coked thorough-
ly then placed in i;h,e‘ cans, the tin 11id wes placed on the ean
and then we poured scalding w# around the 11d to keex; out all
air; . ‘

Such vegeiables as:potatoes and turnips ﬁére' burfed in
the ground, pmpkﬁs were. stored in corn cribs witiz the corn
to preVent thelir rmezmé. Skinned corn or. hominy as. ws call
it now, we would shell the best corn from the codb, ( white
corn )}, place this corn in large kettlea, cover it with water
and'add wood ashes and cook ﬁntil the skin slipped off the
¢orn. éxa hed no lye which 5'.} the rocson we used ashes, w-
baked green corn in the fireplace by taking the ear, shucks and

all and covez:ing tham with ashes &nd let it roast until it .
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was reedy to eat. .
We had soup and sometimes driod veniason, deer or buffa=
lo inee;t waa 2liced and placed in a kettle of weter., Pote-
toes, corh gr‘een eorn Jvere added 8o this soup was so:;:ething

\

like the present day aoﬂp. \ I never saw a tomhto until I was
fifty yeers old.

Our bresd was mede of meal { corn bread ). - The menl was
‘ sgeurad by beatlné {the corn in . a morter with a pestls. Ve
finglly same into posssssion ‘ot & hand grinder to grind cmr.
corn. This corn meal was mized in tR¥ salt vs;ater ard the
shortening in soms insterces was a butter from hickory mut ker-
nels, but lerd was usually al?aya on kiand, for hogs rem',xivld in
the woods., After the dough was mede, we placed it in ;mn skil-
iets with iron covers ‘and plqeoc{ in the ashez to bake,

Our food once prepered was usually saten, if 1t could de han-
dled with the t;andsjtrom the pots and skillets, but soups were
eaten out of bowls either bought .at the store or in soms insten-
ces bowls were mads from clay anc{ bak~d to “arden them. Yon. )
could not cook in bdowls mede of clay ss we wers afraid
of breaking them.

Fgrks were usuelly sharp sticks and spoons vers made of wood

vhittled out with a hunting knife,
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The skins, cloth, arrows and 2ll articles nearly, that
weres used by the Indians, were elther dysd or painted. Thess
dyes wers made by prcparing .’berrioa. barks, roots snd herbs,

Poke barries dyed red; Sumac mede yellow; Oek Berk made
different shedes of l}lue; Indigo also was used to meke all
shades of blue,

The Indisans painted thelr faces, bodies, weaspons, and even
their horses, in many instences. Thase pa:ln"cs were nothing
more than dyes, except on their faces they also used soft
stones and clays as well s soft slate to make-a blue black.

Indisn Clothing

Muny times Mother would give ms about twonty.pmda
of cotton at night as wa sat around the tireplfacc and I h}& to
pick ont .the ga5d that night befors I went to ded. \ There were
no cotton gins in thoss daya. The eottoz; was spun into thread
¥ith a spinning wheel., Aftar the thread was spun and dyed in
one of the bark sointiona, it was then put on shuttles and run
thru the loom and made into cloth., Ilater ‘some sheep were r ais-
el and the wool was used in plaee of cotton.

The Cresk women and men wors underwear. Ths mmn' al-

ways wore long Gresses, wrapped themselves in shawls and wors
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moceasins snd just arcund home they went barefoot, Stockings
wers unknown but Creek women wors legginquada of akins in
 place of gtockings. No hets were worn byﬁthe Creek women,

The men wore caps made of coon skins, skunk hides
and some had caps madé of bear skins._ The shirts and trou-

s r8 wefa all homsspun, . that is mede on the loom. Soms Creek
men wore moccasins and some made shoaé ogﬁ of hid;a which they
had tanned. The soles of these shoes were put on with wooden
regs. My fauther used to make me whittle out these pegs for him
when we lived et Forth Fork Town befores the Civil War. The
shoes were sewed with squirrsl skins and leter with thread wax-
el with beeswsx. The beeswax was from the hives of wild bees
in the trees. To get wild honé& whichwas our only honsy, it
wag necessary to cut a bee tree and rob the bees ‘of their hon-
ov. .

An awl was made from metal. A nail sharpsnad was
good; hovever, they could be bought at the store. One would
“ask for a pagging awl as thot was'what they called them in Eng-~
}1§h. : .
vhen a women was 21l dressed up in her homespun dress
and shawl of bright edlors, 1egginggrnd mocoasing she wore

beads, ear-rings, bracelets, fancy combs and jewelry of all

-
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kinds, Somstimes the Cresk women mado ;oadc from srries, clay

end tiny shells. Beads were always available at all stores and

trading posts, as well as all kinds of cheap jewelry.

The children never wore anything sxeept long shirts

until they were at least twelve years old.

%hen women wore hoops and bustles and rats.in their
hair., I nefg; sare rats in my hair but I have worn hoops and
bustles and hip pads,~and they were home made; All stores car-
ried hoops, bustles, hip pads apd rats but we used to take
hickory saplings, split them and mede them iato §90p8 and then
with a cloth st?ap made at home we fastened thea; hoops togeth~
er and then fastened them to a belt made of the same kind of
streps end fastened the whole affair around the waist. Later
vie suspended them from our shoulders.

de took long blge.stem grass and pléited it s0 a2 ¢
make it hollow and then fill;d the hollow with grass and this
made a bustle when attached to home made straps and fastened
around the»waist. We could make them any.sizo. Hip pads were
made in the same way.

Mighty few Indien women used "rats” in their hair,
white women liked them but thqy were made like the bustles or

-

if they went to the store and bought one it was made out of
wire, ‘
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Allotments of Land

aep  oam

¥y mother and all of her children rzeceived allotments,
My allotment is Number 2357 under the nams of Sersh Hood as I wes

marfiod $o Mr. Hood, when the sllotments ware mede.

I received a hundred and sixty acres in the viciﬁity
of Stending Hock and about four miles from old Fishertown and
North Fork Town. I disposed of my allotment at the insisteree
of my children. It bears the Mumber 719 and Sersh Hood's Fumber
2357, My allotment certificate bears my nams, Sarsh Eood, Number
2357 and the Number 719. |

Schools,Tribal Laws and Customs

The Cresks had thelr poculiar form of govermment dif-
ferent from others of the Five Civilized Tribes., We nsed the
gssme kind of government as we I;ad used in Georgia and Alabema,
We had three towns as we @elled them.. Et;skogoe Town at presant
Muskogeee, Okmmilgse Town now Okmulgee, and Coweta Town now
Coweta, At each town was a Town King, and these three Tomn Kings
constituted:the House of Kings and there wes also a House of
Warriors selecied by the pepple of each town. We had what you
might call today a lew-making bodymz;ike Cong‘ross. The Kings were
Senators and the Warrdors were Representativgs. He hed & Principal

Chief. His dutfies were similar to that of our governor. Thase
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bodies of goverzuent mede all the laws end ¢ared for all tt;o ine
terests of the Creek indians end handled business of %he Creeks

with the United States Government.

~

- — ———aithth eésch town were District Judges, Prosscvting At-
torneys and ir;;steaa o.fmg Sheriff of each ecounty as we have to-
day, the men who enforced the laws were called light-Horsemen.,
The man in command o_f the Light-Horsemen was knc;mz as & Captain,
and the rest vere agsistants. The women of the Creeks had no
voice in the 'goven'lment and d4id not vote. Sometimes the Creek
’men voted orally, other times the voter would tell the clerk how
he wented to vote end the clerk would record his Vote. In order
for & man to be a lagal voter in the Creek Naticn, he mst be
twenty-one ‘years 0ld, a member of the tribve and z}male citizen.
«hite people or others then Cresks had no voice in the _mking of
the Creek laws. ¥Nen of white blood.and members of other Indian
Tribes could vote if they had been made citizenms. -

Some of the Principal Chiefs were Perryman, Childers,
Checote,Fsparhechar Tiger snd the last Chief before Statehood was
Plaasant Perter. ,

Throughout the Creek Nation were many schools and‘Mis~

sions, I never went to school in my life.

The Creek Orphan Asylum at Okmulgee and the Mekusukey
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Sehool wes at Wewoka and the Emaheka School was close to We-
woka ¢

Near the present town of leonard, then Weeslaka, the

of Pleazant Porter was the Viealaks School.

At Sepulpa thers was a school for the Creeks,

On the Pecan Creek west of Afkansas Town { Muskogee)
there was & negro school. f

At Coweta Town ( Coweta) was a Cresk School.

At Eufeula, I, T., now Eufeule, Okla., wes a Creek
Indian School,

g children attend Bacone ~co1legr%xp:r«nmmat of the pres-
ent town cf Muskogee. |

Ranches

I lived in the days when peopls grezed cattls throu'gh
* the Tarritory from Texas to Kensas because there were no reil-
road3, but this ceased efter the "Katy" or M. tK. Ts Re Re, was
built through this country. At Pufeula, I. T., cattle wWers re-
ceived from Tex;ats and driven\to different ranches to be fatten-
sd and then wo'ild be raioaded or driven on to market. 1 have
atched the cowboya about town walting for the train to srrive

with the oattle so thay could unload them. They would loiter

about the wagon yards, depot, barber shop and the corral *
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mede of split rails, OSome cowboys would water out of tﬁe creek,
£i1ling large hoggheads.with wooden spigots in the Bbttam" 80

>

the water could be relesssd st will to i1l large trongha made
”of‘;ollow logs rrom which cattle oonld drink, ‘

1 have seen carcasses of cows vwhich had dled enrouts
dragged from the cars and given to the Indiens to eat and. .
young cal&es born'enroute wers usually given away for they were
_ too weak to be driven to the renge miles away. Some of the cat-
tle wers headed for the F. S. Ranch. The F. S. Ranch was own-'
ed by Captain Fred Severs at Okmuigee.

I heard the cowboys talk of the Gentry Renech, Miller
Pench, Half Moon, Cirele Ber, Turner, Spenlding, Blacksgone. Q!‘;
Lynch, Choate, The' 16 and the Mule Shoe.

Ghogt Towms
I~never traveled much , just ;}ved adound Fishertown

and North Fork most all my life until the railroad ( M.K.Tf)
was built and thess two ?laces finally died out. 7he people eli
movéd avay to the new towns along the railroad.

Mrs. Odom.is‘é remarkable old lady to have no educs~

tion other than that sequirsed in a praetical way. She talks

the Creek Langnags fluently and hef English is fairly good,
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but it seemed hard roi her to tell her‘li;‘o'a story and exporien~
ces in English, often saying, "Oh! if I could tell it in Creek, |
I could tell it so much better." She could have, tol‘d rach ;r the
Green Peach Wer, The Suake Uprising,of Stage Routes, Salt
Springs, 014 Road and Traﬁs, Hunters, tr&nsporsgtion and drivers,
heppenings in Creek but not in English, more tha;: I have written,

: Mrg, Odom has the aprearance of a white woman, more so

thaz:"chat of & Creek. 5She is by no means old Iashi'oned as ox;.e
might? exp?c}: but has kept abresst withthe times as much asa one
::ould expect for & ledy her age.

I¥s women 1like her that hava braved the storms of hard-
ships, a native born Oklshoman eighty-seven years of age, sursly
merits attentiop of the present generation, for she liks other
women heve broughy.children into this world to fight the battles
of life and to face the stefn responsibilities of life and mske
*.this the great State that 1t 4s todeay, with its churches, schools,
coal mines, oil ﬂevelopments and homes /_il of which we are just-
ly proud. | )

We certsinly pay tribute to Mrs, Oddm for all the kinde
neés and good she has done for ug and hope that she lives to
8se many more birthdsys if it is God'snwili and when her earthly
work 18 finished that she will be rewarded withe a crown of glory

and 1ife evsrlaating.



