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GU1HHIK ns I KU-itf IT. ' '< .-.

I VBS born i n Souiiiern ill .-1865-moved to i^ansas in

1872- married- and l ived in Arkansas Ci ty , x^ensus,until the

"opening" in Oklahoma, 1889^ Ly husband, who w\a a oon-

t r a o t o r , planned-to mske u u t h r i e h i s -ho*r.ie-. ^e l e f t th 'ree '

' " ' \ ' - ' • '

weeks before I d id , d r i ving "t'h'rough. rhe t r i p ^s one of

r a i n and mud. 4ua l l streams became t o r r e n t s . He s a i d ' t h a t
• " . *

every poss ib le plan wcs used to Cioss thqse s t r ea i i s . Those

on foot walked'*failroad b r i d g e s . i"he mos ;̂ "vrLdced" stream ( ,

he crossed was Sa l t / a r k . -In or-d'ex'to i.ak'e i f J i e and h is

companions had t o ^ f e l l t r e e s , make a r a f t , put -the vagon,

too l s and other equipment on i t and then fas ten the r a f t to •

cables they had a l r eady ' s t r e t ched across . the stream.- i».y

husband got a ni ^e res idence l o t i n Guthr ie . Building v/as

so urgent tha t men '.worked dey and n.i^ht.

. V?hen I c-iae to Uuthrie three, weeks let-=r, the re wasn't '

a house i n the place* Everybody l ived i n t e n t s and seme in

covered vaagons, "over j e t s " , , they ca l l ed them. There were .

no roads, no fords and no br idges . T̂he streams were t reacherous

from quicksand, so temporary br idges vere b u i l t , •'•'here were
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"no streets surveyed ,at f i r s t , we' just folio ved beaten..paths.

Later when roads were: laid out "they were only one vny, having'

double roads at ver.ious points, to, allow, wagons' to pa'ss-eac.h

other,# 4I hove gone into deep toilleys and into ieep canyons', t

"down on« siae and up the oth r/? pi: ces* i t seeded 'almost im-

possible t<5 travel. • ••» *

'My.first h me.'.«a*s a tent in w/>ich I lived six weeks.

It' rained a deluge, I thoufc-Jit- I"h?d nev-r seen so mu-h mud in/

my l i fe , IJobody --o/t dis'courag'ed though. People laughed at

;inconveniences and took i t , .a l l ih good soprt. !.Iy next^h rae

Tss-a- frame-building 14 by-18. -'e dug" the f i r s t rail in

• Guthrie, 'it was su~h lovely.'water we l e t a l l the hil lside us© "

• i t . People depended on springs for water or. used i t from the. •
, * • ^

river,•• There was a good deal of-typhoid'fever'and a dysentery
• . • ' • • • > ' . '

that, seemed warse tnan the fever. I t seemed" to.'-ar^tack the men
• ' • „ ' • ' • ' • "

-nOstly. There were, so iBany\aaeii who teame-d t̂he Sant^ Fe was the

only railroad,! so teaming was a gr rat business. Teamsters vere

obliged*to- drink water wherever they found i t and i t was' far '•

from pure. V/'-.tor was so scarce a t ' f i r s t that i t actually sold

for .5 cents,;a flrink, that tauddy river water., The teams would

always, go iH;groups so*3s to land aid in crossing streams of,

overcoming any^othe'r difficulty that might arise.
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. * ' Everybody worked to establish hones,' The friend-

ships made then'have been everlasting, the t i e seems

•stronger than the'friendships formed l a t e r . Hie out-

standing thing was the beaultiful fr iendliness and the deep
> * *i

in teres t .vhich people i e l f - fo r each other, There was no

.strangeness, people were- acquainted immediately.. I t m.a

a matter of common "Onversation to know where people'^ame

from, the i r purpose and vie.jff point in ^orairi?. Everyone

was k: id , the best w*s what ws offered. J

After the' ra ins , as1 soon as the ground could be

plowed, the wdrnsn 's$de the geraens, su^h wonderful garde: s

and vegetables. Everything ws the re , ready, to toe ke a

town.V.The ice plant went up as-the town b u i l t , Produce

men came in'from vanfield and ^rtensas Oity, people-'

brou.jit their cows or bou-̂ ht them shortly a f te r .

The town was 6l'«ay3- fu l l of Indians. e didnTt pay

much at tention to ' th /m. They loved to v i s i t other tribes*,

and would go and stay s ix mo.iths so:&times, ±)-ey traveled

in groups and soi.jetimes i t wouM take a whole week for tnem '

to pass. The woron.were the burden bearers and e iways welked-
4 *

viiile the men rode. They used sane kind of cloth -)S larp5©

sheet and i t v?aa f i l led with a load, seemsd to'me
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i t was enough.to k i l l a horse. It was fastened to a

band on the heed. Before the Indians bourht wagons they

used thongs to make a collar for the horse and to i t t ied

twelve foot poles, one on ei ther s ide. Then cross poles

were -tied, nci ls were never used. This was used to carry

heavy thinc;s> that the wo..en cula not manage. -hen they

;aade -camp, the v/o-jsn b u i l t i l r e s and sa t srGund and mixed

food • nd bread.

Wlien the Indians, bought their neat they tied i t un-

wrapped to the i r saddles and wrald beg sa l t from us many

times. I have seen them ea t the meat raw. If they ate

vegetables i t wis because they patterned after, the white'

people. They were.es lazy as could be but vrere k"iad and _

aff^ectaonate to t he i r children and the wo~en were esp- ciafly

pleased when the bebies were admired. They were such round

fat l i t t l e -̂ fcrafeies. The I dians always had stri iv,s of dogs

and i t was "a'̂ onirion th ng fbr them to come in town and try

to se] l a beautiful*.fawn for a pet .

' fhe f i r s t three years two. nonpanies of soldiers arere

statrOik;vI'jiiL_-Gjj.thrie.- There was a g a i d deal of drinkiiig

and ctfrou'Sing, .Every available space was taken up by
* > • . • " v

gambling* "
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My husband bui l t the f i r s t two-story building for Dick and

Bi l l Reeves. Every inch of spac." was sold before i t was

finished. The men vjoiked in fevered h t s te day and nip.ht

to ' f in i sh , ^s soon -.s 1fae roof was put on gambling

paraphernalia ws.s moveo. in . The floors rar.e finished l a s t .

There must Irve been 50C m<rn in the pi'.ce. l»Iy husband'was ,

puttirg lo^ks on double doors when shots began1 to f ly . He

got dovni off the ladder and crouched near the floor, rhe

dollars were stacked two feet high under the tables

• and a man had grabbed e box .af money. lie'ran through the
<

ladder on his way out though and w s caught iranediotely.

On the l o t next to this building,, two wo:nen, one an

old lady 'nd the Oith r̂ obout SO years of age, liv^d in a

ten t , rhey had a table , two o--,mp -iiairs and cots, lived

very quietly and never s .oke to any on? or bothered any ;

one. ja man l iv i ng bQ"k of them came over and began" to'di.spute.

their cleim". The worsen ver-e sm&rt enough to-know tha t the

board of a rb i t ra t ion would li'<ely r ive the decision to the ,

fellow who had the r. st noney. The young woraan without

inore ado pifjced up a pio^e of bad limber, a one by four, ,- '

s ix feet long end laid him out. Ke h i t the ground hard,

much to the aimseirent of bystanders. He never bothered

the women again. v s
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They sold their claim la te r end-moved away. •

I t was j t s t a common thin^ for the c 37/boys to r ide up

and down the board side walks and shoot out signs.

The f i r s t newspaper was established bŷ  Frank Greer in

a te^.t.

I remember tbe.ni^ht I got off the t r a i n , three weeks

after the opening, ^ain w.s pouring down as usual, nothing

but a sea of mud. ^ottonwood creek, a small but t r^cherous

s t r e m, flowed through the heart of the town. I h- d to cross

i t and the fear I f e l t s t i l l s tays with n.e. -̂ -he men had

felled trees and made p i l ! ngs on each side of the bank and in

the center of ' the stream, i:i<-n usea larger t rees as •s t r ingers rt

and heavy native lumber far flooring,, --here were, no side r a i l s , -

J-t was not much better than a fo t bridre.

''Lot jumpers" .aid "white cappers" added to the'lawlessne s s ,

-«n old lady and her husband, name of Shaffer, located on a down-

to vai lot near the santa Fe trar^xs.' They put up s shaok to feed

people and had so rnu".h trade they liept audirig more to i t . .>

groap of four men wanted to miy th°m 0 . r., but the o i l peo »le would

not s e l l . One night this gr up seized the old couple and bound ..

them, then,proceeded to destroy everythire; in ±he
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Men working nearby notified the troops> ^Before they got •

there the ruffians had been seized and almost lynched. In ;

keeping with'the ^uthrie s p i r i t of fr iendliness, people

pitched in and helped restore the p-Lac and the old peo le

served breakfast BS usual next mornings • '•'

The "whitecappers" were the worst kind of lo t junipers.

I t was a secret band of 12 or 15 men. One lo t they e speda i l y

wanted was»OY?ned .by a* men ismed cSpence. He had a l i t t l e

hardware store on i t . Th^ £0t*3pencs, t ied hiir. hand and
' - " ' - • 'foot, flagged an out-going t ra in and said, "Here ' sa fellow we

want to get rid of". Spence begged s.o h&rd to be freed and \

so convinced the'trainmen of whst had happened tha t he was

freed, he returned -<-.nd,with help of officers -:ot his claim,

Ahis revealed wh^'sone of the "white caopers" were and the

band was 5#b4%token up. A lar.^e banner was stretched- across

^^rfVthe bridge S T J S S lo:ton wo xl creek, with the v?orois,

to the w'li.te


