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I was born in Soithern I11.-1865-moved to hansas in
1872~ m-arried' and 1ived in sriensas City, oensus until the
"opening’ in Okleh oms ,' .;88*}4 Ly husband, who ws a 'con-
tractor, planned- to meke uu'\t‘nric’e nis hdues Le leSc Whree ’

’ -«

weeks before I did, driving through. Ihe trip ws me of

I-Iain and mude anall streams ‘qecame; t()?E:cent.&;:.~ ~,Igle said” that
. every p‘ossible pléfi wes ucsed to cioss theée streais. Those
on foot walked~Failroad bridges. she mos} "wicked" stredm

’

he crossed was Salt Jork., .In ordexr to- nake it he and his

4
14

companions m::l ﬁo.fell trees, &Q}{e ‘a raft, put“the va;g,.on',“i- .'=. _
tools and other eguipment on if and then fasten the raft %o
cables ﬁiey had alrejdy ‘stretched ecross .thé stream..' ;.»yA '
husband got & nire residence 10t in Guthrie. Building was
s0 urgent thav wen worked dev and njircht,

then 1 c.me to GuthTie three weelgs let»r, there wa'srii't._
a house in the place. 3very§ody 1i;ed in tents and samne in
covered wagons, "over jets", they celled thems. There were

no roads, no fords and no bridgeés. The streams were treacherous

from quicksand, so temporsry bridges were built. ‘here were
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no streets surveyed at first, we just folloved beaten. p,ths.

-

Later when roads were: laid out ‘they were only one r.'ey, heving’
gouble roads at ver.iocus poin’cs,to, allow, v:agons to vass-eagh
.. . v . ’ .‘ R N @ . . 2

other. I have gone into deep fulleys znd in%to icep canyons,

."down one 5ice and up the oth 1, pl ces it s%?ea almost im-

~ A
possible t4 travel, - E e e - .
* [ e . . M ‘ :
My .first h me.vas & tent in wiich I lived six weeks.

[y

It rained 2 de]t.ge I thou ht L hed nev-r seen so mu~h mud iq .

2

my li{'e‘,‘ Nobody ao_fb dis couraged thoich. People laughed at

«* .

' ,'incoriveniences'axid took it.ell ih good seprt. Ly next~h me

~

' mea frame- bu.llcung 14 by 18. e duz the first well in

-Guthrl €, it was auﬂh lovely sater we let 21l the hlllsxde use
‘n

“it, Peopln depended on spv' qchs far water or used 11: from the

-

i’iver._v There was a goad deal of typhom fever -and & dysenbery

‘that. seemed worse tﬁan the fever. It seemed ta«&ttacx the men

..
- 1

mestly. There were 80 many ‘mex who teamed the Santa Fe was the

-

on}.y railrcad 5 S0 teammsz was a vrfat buSLe 88e. I‘eamsters Vere

obliged‘to- di"ink water whereVer they found it and it was far
from pureé. Weter was 50 scarce atsfirst thut it actually s6ld
for“.ﬁ cents;a Grink, thet wuddy river water, The teams would

alweays g0 m grdips s0.3s to lemd aid in crossing _streéms or

'~ ovéreaming eny othsT difficulty that might arise, : (

‘s
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' Ev.erypody worked to est%bliéh hO.:I‘ES.' The friend-
ships made then have been ev;erlu,stin'g, the tie seems
 stronger than tt;'é"friend‘ships formed lster. The out-
standing thing was the bgédtiful fr(iendliness and the deep
interest ashich people ‘Iel‘:é' for éach others Thgre wzs no

.strangeness, peo.le were accuuinted immediately.. It wes

;

a metter of common -~onversetion to nnow where people rame

from, their purpose and viey point in cominz, REveryone

-

wvas ki1d, the best w: s vhat ws offered, ’

After the rains, as' soon as the groud could be “
3 . .

cloved, the wdxen ‘made tZe gerdens, suth worderful gsrdens

»
-

and vegetsbles, ZIverything w-s there, ready. 0 meke a
. town.“%'.'.'l‘he ice clant went up as-the town built. iroduce
men ceame in' from i nfield and ~rkansas Tity. People.

brou.:t thelir cows or bousht them sﬁortly af ter. .

The town was slways full of Ipdisns. e didn't pay

-~

much atteﬂ%ion to‘-phjm. “hey loved to visit other tribes.

»

and would go and stay six moiths so:etimes, A‘}{ey traveled

in groups and souetimes it would teke a whole week for them
to passs The wamn were the burden bearers and e IWays velked:

Ll

vile the men rode.‘ They used sare kind of cloth s lsrr~e ‘

Wit

aste bed sheet and 1t was filled with a load, seemed t0 me
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it ws enouzh.t0o kill & horse. It wsz festened to a

’ band on the hesd. Before the Indiuns bougﬁt wagons they

used thonzs to meke a collar for the horse and %o it tied

¢+ twelve foot poles, one on either side, ‘then cross poles

-

were tied, ncils were never used. This wes used to carry .
heavy thin-s theat the wo.en ceuld not mena~es hen they
-~ -

#sde -camp, the vwo.en built 1ires and sat sround and mixed
. . / ' ) »

food - nd bread. .

. Wien the Indizns bought *their reet they tied it un=-

-

wrapped to their saddles and wiuld beg salt from us meny

-

times. I have seen them eet the meat raw. If they ate
© vegetables it w.s becruse they pet*beraéd after the white
paople.' 'i”riey were.e s lazy as could be but were Kird and ) -

affectionate to their children znd the wo.en were esp-cially

pleased when the becbies were admired. They were such round

- fat little babies. The I-‘dians al:ays hsd striass of dogs

and it wes ‘€ common th ng £or them to come in town and try
‘. ~ :
to’ se]lfa beautifyl fawn for a vete

' E fne first thr;é years two, conpanies of soldiers «ere ‘
stati"ﬁﬁsﬁ-wmi.‘ie.- There was a g0 desl of dri nking .
and cefz;ou'siig. e .E:Tery avail=ble 'Space was .taken up by ’ '
‘gambling. R | .

P - -
. s -~
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My husband built the first two-story buildiag for Dick and
Bill Reeves. Every inch .of spac~ was s50ld before it wzs

finished, The men worked in fevered heste day and night

to finishe =~s soon -8 the roof was put on gambling
pareaphernslia wzs movea in. The floors were finished last.
There must h-ve been 50C men in the pl.ce. Ly husband was

put ti rg 1lo-ks on double d¢oors when shots began to fly. He
’ RN . - .
got down off the lzdéer and crou~nird near the floor. lhe

;/i-lver'dollars were s ta cked two feet high under the tables

-

«nd a man had grabbed & box @f money. ie’'ran through the
ladder on his way aout thourh and w-s caurht immediztely,

‘On the 1ot next to this miiding, two women, ‘me &n

<

0ld 1lady 'nd the ather <bout 30 years of age, lived in a .

tent. They had a tabke, two asmp hairs and cots, Iived
very quietly and never s .oke t0 any one or bothered any N
one. & men livim oa~k of them c;ne over and began'to ;di,sm‘zate.
their cleir, The women wer.e smeTt encush £0-kmow that the

D

boaard of arbitr<tion would 'li\'el*y ~ive the decisi o'n to the
fellow vho had the‘ o st money. _' The 'young woman withaout

more ado pizked up & pinge of bad lumber, a one by four, .-’
six féet long end lai‘d him out. He hit ?he ground herd, ~

much to the amusement of bystanders. He never bothered

the women again, . \
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They sold their oclaim la ter snd—moved away, C

-

It was just a common thine for the e wboys to ride wp
end dovm the bosrd side walks and shoot out signs.

The first newspaper was established by Feank GCreer in
a tent, |

I remember the night I got off the t.rein, three wveeks
after the openirge. ain w.s pouring down as usuel, nothing
out & sea of mud., “ottonwood creek, a sm=«ll vut tr~-cherous
stre m,’ flowed through the heart of the town. I h-d to cross
it and the fear I felt 'sti‘ll stays with u.e; ‘J-he men had

felled trees and made pil !7gs or each side of the benk and in

—~

the center of the strrem, iirn usea larger trees as ®strinzers "

. and heavy netive lumber far flooring. -+here were no side rails,-

1% was not mich better then e ¢ t bridee.

Lot jumpers" .=nd "whjjte capf)ers‘" sdded to the’ 1a§vlessr3e SSe
an old iady and her husbend, name of Shsffer, located on a d0wn-
town lot near the oenta e tracxs.’ Ihey put up s shack to feed

people and had so much trede they xept sdiding more to it o

graip of four men wanted to duy them o.r, but the o0li pea.le would

not sell. One night this gr up seized the 0ld couple and boupd ..
them, then proc=eded to destroy everything in the buildil}%é?‘”
' ~ Jf&é%?i



O‘I{EI‘\";; IAURAO INT:RV ui * R . -

- -
P
4

—en w‘orking nearﬁy notified the trsopse  Before they 20t -

there the ruffians hrd been seized and &imost lynched. In o

«
s

keeping with the Juthrie spirit of friendliness, pe qple

- . e

pitched in and helped restore thé plac~ and the old pec le

served breakfest as usual next mérninge - -

-
v

The "whitecappers” were the worst xind of lot jumpers.

It was a secret band of 12 or 15 men. Une lot they especielly. .

-
hd 2

-
-

wanted was.owned by & men mmed Spence. He hed a 1 ttle
hardwereé store an it. fhey got'Spencs, tied "nrr hand and
foot, flagged an ou‘c-goinp train and said, "Here's a fellow we
want to get rid of", Socence begged so hard 1o be freed an<_i
so ~onvinced the “treinmen of'what hed happened thet he was

freed, be Teturned «nd With help of officers =0t his claim,

.~

” a - .

*his revealed W}w‘ sone of the "white caopers" lvere and thse
e

band W S sz&m bru <en up. = lar~e banner was strefcied- across

1

th/hﬁp’/z‘/ﬁ:he brid-e ¥-r.ss 70" ton wo d cre%’ with the wards,

I . / /3
’/ / ,/ -

7
ath to the white anor:t's. R S



