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Bess i e L . Thomas,
Investigator,
January S5, 1938. V

Interview With Maud ParshaU Norris,
313 "A" Avenue, Lawton, Oklahoma.

I was born and raised in Michigan and since I was

of age my father, feeling the ca l l of the cfsst and ihe,being

too old to f i l e , persuaded me to do so.

Father had a brother living at Tecumseh at the time

of the Kiowa-Comanche Drawing so he came on down before

I did, v is i t ing and looking over the country. His glow-

ing accounts of the beautiful p ra i r i e , wild flowers, t a l l

grass, wonderful streams of water and the poss ib i l i t i e s

in a new country, put adventure in my blood, too, so I

decided to come down aid try iny luck at drawing for a A

claim.

I came to Tecumseh and we stayed there unt i l the

Drawing. My uncle, too, thought this the "wonder spot"

of the ear th.

We want to El Reno where I registered and I "drew one

of the early claims but d idn ' t even know I had been so
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lucky u n t i l every one e l se i n town knew aboul

d i d n ' t hear about i t tOa^iTa young fellow brought h i s

ou t f i t , got down i n f ron t of m* end with many f lour i shes

s ta r ted to shine my shoes. Upon being questioned as to

the reason for t h i s unusual service he told me t h a t I

had drawn a c la im.

Then the l e t t e r s began pouring in—men wanting to

marry me, men a l l the"way from twenty-one to seven ty- f ive .

. They had the money and I had the c la im. 'However, I did

not take advantage of ary of the o f f e r s .

We came down on the t r a i n as fa r as Richarcfs Spur

and by s tage from there to ^-awton. The s tage was one of

those b ig old wagons, board s ides and canvas over the t o p .

We reached Lawton Saturday afternoon and Sunday we rode

a l l over the country t r y i n g to l o c a t e my claim. There

was an old dead cottonwood t r e e west of,town t h a t my uncle

had i n mind .and he wanted me to have the land on which

tha t t r e e was loca ted .

We l ived in a t en t h o t e l where the re were cots for

the l a d i e s on one s ide , and co ts on the other aide for

the men.
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We final ly located the farm and went back to the

town of Tecumseh for a while, returning in January,

1902, a t which time We bu i l t a house on the farm, a

l i t t l e two-room shack. The lumber was hauled from

Lawton on a lumber wagon and i t took a l l day to make

the t r i p as there were no roads, just a sort of a dim

t ra i l* While going for the lumber the driver got los t ,

wandered "'over the p ra i r i e in and out of creeks, I guess ,

for an hour or more before he found the t r a i l again.

After a week my father and I took up our abode on
and

the new d a i r i / l i v i n g was, hard in winter months.We nearly

froze to death for the only stove we had was a sual l cook

stove. Water was carried from a spring a quarter of a

mile from the house. In rainy weather, which was very

seldom, the house leaked, s lee t and snow would come in

through the cracks, and the cold come up from under the

floor.

The f i r s t night my father and I were s i t t i n g play-

ing dominoes, when we heard a knock a t the door. Since

ihere were no neighbors within miles we wondered who in
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the world i t could be. Thinking only of wild Indiar.s

come t o scalp u s , my fa ther whispered to me to get the

shotgun while he went to the door . Imagine our em-

barrassment when the door was opened, to see standing

there a young man from Kansas by the name of Sheridan.

He had drawn a claim the t day â nd someone hauled him out

th6re with a load of lumber and l e f t him. He saw our

l i g h t and came t o . i t . He stayed a l l night with us and

the next morning he was anxious to find h i s claim, so

Father hi tched the team to the wagon anl they s t a r t e d out

to hunt i t . They f ina l ly located i t and .my fa the r helped

him to bui ld some s o r t of a-house so he could have - a

place to s l e ep and e a t .

I used to come in to Lawton and back e i t h e r on horse-

back or on a b icycle , for a t home there was nothing to do

but s i t and look around over the p r a i r i e . Every once

in awhile we would see Indians coming over the h i l l dressed

in b r igh t b lankets or sometimes only a G-s t r i ng . They

wore b r igh t ly -pa in ted war fea thers and bonnets . We would

run for t h e house, bar the doors and windows and wait
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for the war whoop but none ever came end f i n a l l y we V7ere

not so af ra id of them, becoming well acquainted with

dozens of bucks and squaws in l a t e r years and counting

them as some of our best f r i e n d s .

To fence the farm my fa the r and I went to the timber,

up in the mountains, and cut logs from which we made posts

and fenced my claim. I handled on« end of a c ross-cut

saw for i t was too lonely to s tay a t the house by myself,

l a t h e r said i t was also too dangerous for a g i r l to stay

alone in t h i s new country .

Money was scarce i n those days the re fo re , pa r t of

the time we would not have much to e a t , e spec i a l l y i f the

weather was bad and we could not ge t to town for weeks.

The day I f i l e d , a man said he would pay me §1,000.

for my relinquishment but my fa ther said I had no i n -

ten t ion of r e l i nqu i sh ing i t under any circumstances. As

for myself, I wasn ' t so sure whether I wanted to stay and

homestead t ha t claim or not., bu.t d i d . There i s something

about a new country tha t makes one want to s t ay and grow-

up with i t . ~s
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On August 8 , 1903, I was married to A. G. Norris

and our Redding was the f i r s t one solemnized i n Cache*


