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June 21, 1937 W. J. Kicholson--Beef Chief
Interview at hias home 501 N. Senta ¥e St.

During the yoar 1885 to 1886 Mr, Nicaolson; called
"Un;lo Billy", by his friemnds and "Wo-haw" (beef-chief)
by the Indiams, worked under Govermment coutract to
distribute beef to the Arapshkoes and Cheyennes in weatern
Okléioma, His headguarters were at Anadarko and Darling-
ton.
" I was born ia Limn County Iowa, st Sprimgviile im
1865. My family moved to Mitchell County Kansas in 1872.
1 went to Texas with my faﬁhef, 2 shsep buyer, when I
was thirteon.13~my later 'toens, I was & horse wrangler
ou @ Texss ranch. It took eight or ten Rorses per cow-
boy s tl‘changedlho;scs twice a day. Ali of this ocountry
was opel range with round-ups every spring to get cows
srd drive them tc market over ' the Chisholm Treil to
Dodge City Kunasas, then b} railroad. I remember.our first
headquerters was at Ft. Rewo, but this later becsms s
. ‘'remount’ :;rt,rand 2s man& &s two thousamd horses were

raised there. The Jovermment hought all beef on foot at

two and a Ralf to three ceats per poumd. They bought about

fifteer thousand head of cattle per year. This beesf was

A

2
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issuad to the Indians every two weaks., Darlington
was the headqunrterz fcr Cheyenzes nnd Arapehos® and '
Amadarko, for “the Kiowes and Comsmches and later

Chickasha was hegdquarters umtil 1898.
Short Tooth

v Kie had verfous experiences with Indisn Chiefs,
for these Indianswere still wild. Ome I recall with
& Cheyenne Chief named Skort Tooth, s mean 'son-of-a-
gur',., He would mot-allow any herds to passibrough the
Cheyenme reservation without paylag s beaf toll. He
came to me arnd demanded thirty b(eves as 8 toll; I
bed @ fime chap named Jert Howard ix charge. 1 gave
him s» extra lasso and 19t nim wemder over toward the
Ied‘ass seomingly to find a sgézy horse; short Tooth
gtarted at onse to muke his demands. Jeff told kim
to wait until next day and he would try to gat the caftle
for him (tkese were good beef -cattle, we had to keep
them). Short ?ooth said, 'No wait.' Jeff said, 'wait,’
Short Tooth said, 'Il11 stampeds cattle. snd edding a .

few words and signs. At that he grabbed a blanket to
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stempede the cattle. Jeff im turn 2e8i{zed his laviat
and gave the Indian such a whipping “het he couddm'y
sse. oshort Tooth in his mizery snd anmger called out,
1See here, Sacrt looth be back, 211 warriors, whites
be goze, none left.'

n Jeff called his cowboys, seven or eight togelher
and I told them what hud keppened end said, 'Now, if
any of you want to leave5 ¥ow is your cnance'. Short
Tooth éid mot return sad our cowboys heaved & sigh of -
relief.

" A week or ten days later anctaer herd wemt through
tae reservation. Short Tooth ssked for beef toll and
got it., A4sked if ke hgd seer the other herd (ours},
Short Tootr esid, 'res neap bed ren, no good, whipped
Idirm',

" Indiens ir the wild were greet beggers, but im-

proved with civilization.

Black Coyote and Bob Tail Folf

§ K"I remember once when my owr geng tried to pull

td

a joks on me. A tallor at the agency had died, his
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ohly worldly poasessions cﬁgsisting of & teilor made
out away suit., The suit was sol4 to pay burial expenses,

and 1 bought it «s ap g¢t of ¥imdness., 1 happgned
to lose my cHat, the rest of my clothes wsre at the
agemgy, 8o [ put on tne cut away., e were on tae
reservation »f old Bluck Joynte, & Caeyenne Chief, who
Rated Kamsas men. I nad to go for fiQé%%%%giof issue

s

beef, As = joke the cowboy hamgouts at Lerliingtoa,
krowing sbout whaet time I would return told old Coyote
that a Kansas man would cross th; river with & herd
of cattle between taree and four the next aftermnoon.
They said, 'Now you scers him and make him give you
% lot ot‘beef:

" Black Coyote got Bob Teil %Wolf, e mean Indiem,
to go with him té-the river crossing. 1 crossed the
river ard there were those twc mean Indians resdy to
stampeds my herd. Then, even though ] wes dressed ia
the cut awey they rscognized me and returned to the
agency. The- boys said, '¥elil, Blaock Coyote, liow

many beef did you gett® Veary sullenly Black Coyote

said, 'No ketch him'. Then the boys said: ' Way
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dida't you get btaef? Did you see Kemsas mar”' 0ld

Coyote said, 'No, no Kensas map heap blg Texas son-

of-a-gun.'5
01d Traile

" The best xnown trail eround here is the Turkey
Track Trail. This started at the Turkey Ranch (sbout
'88 or'87 I believe) aud sxtended to the loading pen
at Red Fork. The Turkey Track Remch belonged to ®
Cincinnatyi, Ohio/Company and a fellow named Jerome
was man;ggr. T™is ranch was lncated on Euchée Creek
east of what is now Cushing, and north ¢f the Cimarrom
and Arkensas Rivers. .

"You know hbw rough and hilly it is around Drum-
right, well that's the wey it was as you sterted out
from Turka; Track 7anchk. The hills sloped north to
the Cimarron River, then you crossed Tiger Creek,
where it splits the divide, then follow tha divide
from there on. It slopes to the Arkansss River, and

then you hit level groumd on vaat we always called

'Timmie Fifa's Preirie', just west of Red Fork. The
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loading pens were at Red Fork which ggs the western and
of the railroad at that time, The Bar-X-Bar Ranc¢h north
of the Cimarron River, owned also by 2 Cincinnati Com-

\

pany used this trail, as did other ranches in the vieinity.”

Chisholm Treils.

" Many stories have been t0ld as to what herd was the
rirstyto go Over what is known &s the Chisholm Trail,
(6enter Trail the oldest). i will tell the =tory as Billy
Blsir, {he well known cattleman told me. Billy at that
time wag'a sattle buyef at sbilene, Kansas, which was the
western end of the Union Pacific Reilroed. -4

"This was about 1875 or '78, {'75 I think,) Up to
that tim no eattle had ever been shipped from Texas.
There w%re ia?gs renches there and owners found themselves
‘eowpoor' with thousands of cattle not %orth_fifty oepts
apiece locally, This happened to be the care of an orphan
girl, whose parents had left her a large ranch, nesr Austin,
and about five thousand caitle, Her foremasn %t0ld ms that
{n her degperation she decided to zet them to the Kensas
City market. ‘

"She fitted up a covered wagon for herself and her

foremsn and his ocowboys started on the 'long trek's They
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traveled by thé‘ north ster, taking their dearings at
| night. They planned to get to Kanses 7ity but their’
calculations went wroang, and they ended at Aoi‘lenm

Blair said there were four thousand head left (five
| thousand started) and he bought then i)aying twelve to
fifteen dollars apleae for them,

" The next year, 1876, 0li John Chisholm fallowed

by other herders begen using this trail, knewn as the
Center Chisholm Tra{l, from about Austin or any Texes
ranch, aoross the Red River, through Oklehoma about
‘half way between what is Oklahoma fity and £1 Reno nov. |
Then. just east of whet is today Caldwell Kansas, and on '
to Abilene, Later there were branches off the main sten.
The las% prong was made by Bill Halsell tryinz t¢ make

a 'sﬁqrt cut to Kansas City. The western prong was mede by"
herders making fop Dodge City Kensas, and the Comanche
Pool near Med{clne lLodge Kansas.

Billy Blair--Catileman.

"Among famous cattlemea of the early day should be
listed Bt1l Blelr sho was knawn as ‘Uncle BIlly' to his
friends, Bcirn in ;Indiana in 1852 he same 3¢ Texas when
he was eighteen He hqd his cowboy training, }suﬁ so_on’

Tealized that cattle dbuying and selling was the futwre
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business. So back he went to ibilene,Kansas whioh was
the western extension of the Union Pacific Rairlr()ad,
end went 10 buying cattle., He formed a partnersiip -
with Major Drum, and a man nared Evans of Kansas "ity,
and they formed the famous Comanche Pocl, Jith the
opeainz of the Chishol;n Trail, and the extension of the
Senta Fe Reilroad west %o Medicine Lodge and Dodge City
newer ocattls lands wore springing up in western Kansas
and seitlers asbsorbing 0id ¢avtle lands in eastern iansas
80 Blair mdved his Comanche Pool Company to Medi-~ine Lodge
Creek and established !;eadqua:ter Se

" Agthe yecrs went on, railroad extensions spreading
lixe wild fire in Kenses, the settlers shoving the cattle-
men cut, Elair moved his "omanghe Pcol egein. This time
_ to the Cherckee Strip-=ith headquerters just south of
Kiows Kansas which was the Rock Isléand Reilroad sxtension.
This was a big ranch and was salled the Comanone ool of
the Cherokee Strip. The bilzzard of 1886 braught such
heavy losses that Blair and ¥vans s0ld out 10 Major Drum
in Kansas r{ty., In 1888 Drum sold out t0 "ol. U, R Fant
of Gollad, Texas, He waekny boss who hed the beef contracts
with the Government. I had cha:ge of moving the last of
the Comatche Pool-ten thogsand head of cattle andkxora_ea

to the Arapaho Dis trict,
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"Nothing daunted, Blair sterted ell over again, went
to ﬁidland,?bxas)and 8ot snother rench, Them in tﬁé 80's
Blair heard of 'oll feed' for ratile. He wes behind the
gone with 'gruss-fed' cattle anl declded to try the voil
feed' plan, So he so0ld his Texas ran~h and went to Little
Rock.whiehfwas the home of 'oll fged’'., It ;eems that some
one had found cattletgere geiting fat on cotton seeds and
hulls whiech had been thrown away (o .0t. So for sgVen ysars
Blair tried the 'oil feed' plan, but only broke sven. The
cost of shipping the cattle ;o’Little Rock, fattening them,
end then shipping them on to Kanssas City,'St. Louis or
Chi cago marksts was t00 heavy., In .887 he sold out and went
to Wagoner, Oklahoma 'to get baox to grass' as he said,

'Well, you knew it's'a small‘world. Our Government
contragts were over in 1886 and i had be?n selling off a lot
of old?addle horsas and was on the 120k 5ut for somsthing.
I was staiing at the Bernard Hotel in ﬁ&goner, and 1magine‘
my surprise when I heard & familiar vqéce saying, 'Billy
what are you doing here?' There was ﬁnole Billy Blair.

"1Looking for something to do' I éam.
" 'Well, says Unole Billy, whers caﬁ I get 'on grass!

agai n?! .

"1Up arouni Tulsa is the best plase I know.' I replied.
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" 'What are you doing?' ‘'Lotkingfor s job,' I replied,
" 'well, Billy,' sald Uncle Billy, 'Y.u go up thers
and rent a good ranch agd taxe ~are of it for me?',

" 30 I rented the Salt Or-ex pasture, between Keystone
and Yunnforde-eight miles long and six miies wile, and
stocxed four thousand eattle. The leace ran 2ut in two
years and I could not get a new lease so I leased the Jr,
Bland ranch where Oilton is now, for a few years. Then
Blair wen{ up in $the Osage near Hominy and took up some
of the o0ld 2~L Ranch, He kept ranching interests until
his death about ten years sgo. He never lived on his
ranches, After he cams here in ‘G7 he lived at the Brady
Hotel, and then when the new Tulsa lotel was bduilt, he
lived there until! his death, He wes & straight up and
down man, no foolishness about him, 4All he Xnew was to
vote the Republican ticket and talk cattle.

" One of r.air's favorite stories was sbout his partner
Allwell, Ailwell was from San Angelo Texas, a big boastful
fellow, one who had married money, He went with Blalr to
fittle Rogk in the ‘0il feed' venture. Now ba~- in Texas
whers averything was primitive eand simple Allwell wes
happy. As he esaid, 'My wife just wore a galico dress on

the ran-h and I thought she was the prettiest thing I ever
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gaw, My two 1litile boys.iz their bazqﬁhet and overalls
looked fine to me, but when we got ta Little Rock with
its ciﬁx airs {t iook a fif€y dollar dress for my wife
ts look nice (she thought), and black hoseiat two doller
and a half a pgir were’needed for my li;tle Yoys to céver
up thelr legs wi th. the short knee-pant suits they had

to wear in the aity., I am going back to Texas.®
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