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j^ffie 5. Jack .son
Field Worker, o-149
June 21, 1937 ff. J. Nicholaoa—Beef Chittf

Interview at hio home 501 N. Santa Fe St.

During the y«ar 1885 to 1886 Mr. Nicholson; callvS

"TJaole Billy", by his friends and "Wo-haw" (beef-chief)

by the Indiaas, worked under Government contract to

distribute beef to the Arapahoes and Cheyennea in western

Oklt&orat. His headquarters were et Anadarko and Darling-

ton.

" I was bora ia I>lan County Iowa, et Springviilo la

1865. My family moved to Mi tone 11 County Kansas in 1872.

. I west to Texas with oy father, a sheep buyer, when I .

was thirteen. 1Q ay later 'te«as / I was a horso wrangler

on a Texas ranch. It took eight or ton horse» r«er cow-

boy as #• changed horses twice a day. All of this country

was opea raage with rouad-upa every spring to get cows

and drive them to market over l the Chlsholm Trail to

Dodge City Kaaaesr, then by railroad. I remember our first

headquarters was at Ft. Reao, but this later became a

'remount1 fort, and a» many as two thousand horses were

• raised there. The 6overament bought a l l beef on foot at

two and a half to three oents per ppuad. They bought about

fifteea thousand head of cattle per year. This beef was
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iaauad to the Iadians «vsz7 two wealc«. Darliagtoa

waa the headquarters fcr Cheyeoaee aad Arapahoe's aad

A««darko, for''the Kiowea and Coaaaoaes and later

Chickasaa wse headquarters until 1396.

Short Tooth

« We faiad various experieaces witk Iadian Gblefs,

for these Indiaasware a t i l l wild. Oae I reca l l with

a Gkeyeaae Gklef named Skort Tootk, a ©eaa f^on~of-a-

gun'. H« would ttot^-allow any herds to pass^arough the

Cheyeruie raservatioa. without peytag a beef t o l l . He

came to me aad daaaad^d th i r ty bf.evea as a t o l l . I

had a fiae chap nam»d Jeff Howard IK oharge. I g a y e

him am extra lasso acd le t aim wander over toward the

Isd'ass 8eoaiingly to find a etray horse. Jhort Tooth

started at once to make his deioands-. Jeff told him

to wait unt i l aext day sod he would try to gat the ca t t le

for hi© (these were good beef c a t t l e , we had to keep

them). Short Tooth said, 'No wai t . ' Jeff said, 'wa i t , '

Short Tooth «atid, !£!11 stamped* ca t t l e ! aad adding a

few words and signs. At that he grabbed a blanket to
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stampede the ca t t l e . Jeff ift turn seized his lar ia t

a ad gave the Indian such a whipping that he oouidm'i

see, 6hort '̂ ooth in his misery sad aager called out,

'See here, Short Tooth fee back, a l l warriors, whites

be go&e, none l e f t . '

" Jeff called his cowboys, seven or eight together

and I told them what bad happened and said, 'Now, if

any of you want to leave. Sow is your onance'. Short

Tooth did not return end our cowboys heaved a sigh of

relief.

M A week or ten daye later another herd went through

the reservation. Short Tooth «sktd for beef to l l and

got i t . Asked if he had seea the ofaer herd {ours},

Ohort ?ooth said, fi*s heap bad j^en, no good, whipped

" I ad i ea s ir. the wild were g ree t beggars , but im

proved with civilization.

Black Coyote and Bob Ta i l fr

\ " I remember once when my own gang t r i e d to p u l l

a joke on me. A t a i l o r a t the agency had d i ed , h i s

\
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oaly worldly possessions consisting of a tailor made

out away suit, The suit was sold to ray burial expenses,

aad I bought it as an act of Ifiadnesa. I happened

to lose my coat, the rest of my clothes were at the

ageaoy, so I put on tne cut away. -v« were on tae

reservation of old Black Gojote, & Gaeyeane Chief, who
.'•anired

kated Kaasas mea. I had to go for five/ head of issue

beef. As z. joke the cowboy haagouta at L'erlia^toa,

kaowing about ^bat time I would return told old Coyote1

that a Ka&sas man would cross the river with a herd

of o&ttle between three and four the aext afternoon.

They said, fSow you scare him and Jialce. him give you

a lot of beef/

" Black Coyote got Bob Tail Yfolf, e mean Indiaa,

to go with hia to the river crossing. I crossed the

river aad there were those two mean Indians reedy to

atampedB ay herd. Then, even though I wad dressed in

the out- away tbey rooognized me and returned to the

agency. The- boys said, 'Sell, Blaok Ooyote, how

many baef did you gat?9 Vary sullenly Black Ooyote

said, 'No ketch him1. Then the boya aaid: ' Why
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dida ' t you get beef? Did you see Kaasas maa?' Old

Ooyote *aid, 'No, ao Keaeas man heap big Texas son-

of-a-gun.' )

Old Trailb

" The best known t r a i l aro'iiid hprf i3 the Tu

Track Tra i l . This started at the Turkey Ranch (about

•86 or'87 I believe) and extended to the loading pen

at Red Fork. The Turkey Track Raich belonged to a

Cincinnati, Ohio Company and a fellow nai»d Jerome

was manager. This ranch was located on Ruohee Crvak

east of what is now Gushing, and north of the Ciraarroa

and Arkansas Rivera.

"You know how rough and h i l l y i t is around Drum-

r ight , well t h a t ' s the way i t was as you started out

from Turkey Track laaca. The k i l l s aloped north to

the Cimarron River, then you crossed Tig-* Creek,

where i t s p l i t s the divide, then follow th« divide

from there on. I t slopes to the Arkansas River, aad

then you h i t level grouad on vkat we always called

'Timmie Fi fe ' s p r s i r i e ' , just west of Red Fork.
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loading pans were at Red fork which was the western and

of the railroad at that time. The Bar-X-Bar Banch north
.*

of the Cioarron River, owned also by a Cincinnati Com-

pany used this trail, aa did other ranches in the vicinity." >

Chi8holm Trails.

n Many stories have been told as to what herd was the

first to go over what is known as the Hhisholm Trail, .

(Center Trail the oldest). I will tell the story as Billy

Blair, the well known cattleman told me, 3illy at that

time was a cattle buyer at Abilene, Kansas, which Tras the

western end of the Union Pacific Railroad. ^

"This was about 1875 or »76, {'75 I think.) Up to

that tine no cattle had ever been shipped from Texas.

Thers wsrs large ranches there and owners found themselves

•cowpoor* with thousands of cattle not worth fifty oents

apiece locally. This happened to be the care of an orphan

girl, whose parents had left her a large ranchr near Austin,

and about five thousand cattle. Her foreman told me that

in her desperation she derided to get them to the Kansas

City market.

"She fitted up a oovared wagon for herself and her

foreman and his oowboys started on the flong trek»» They
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traveled by the north star, taking their bearings at

night. They planned to get to Kansas ^ity but their*

calculations went wrong, and they ended at AOllane,

Blair said there wers four thousand head left (five

thousand started) and he bought theft paying twelve to

fifteen dollars apiece for them.

M The next yenr, 1873, oli John Chisholm followed

by other herders began using this trail, k^own as the

Center Chisholm Trail, from about Austin or any Texas

ranch, across the Red River, through Oklahoma about

half way between what is Oklahoma City and £1 Reno now.

Then. Just east of what is today Ca id well, Kansas, and on

to Abilene. Later there were branches off the uain stem.

The last prong was made by Sill Halsell trying to make

a snort cut to Kansas City. The western prong was made by

herders making fos Dodge City, Kansas, and the Comanohe

Pool near Medicine Lodge,Kansas.

Billy Blair—Cattleman.

"Among famouB cattlenm of the early day should be

listed Bill Blair who was known as •Uncle Billy' to his

friends. Born in Indiana in LS52 he cams to Texas when

he was eighteen.H© hod ai* cowboy training, >ut soon

realized that ca-ttle buying and selling was the, future
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business- So back he went to Abilene, Kan sas^ which wss

the western extension of the Union Pacific Railroad,

and went to buying ca t t l e . He formed a partnership

with Major Drum, and a man nansd Evans of Kansas ^ i ty ,

and they fonagd the famous Coaanahe Pool, tfith the

opening of the Chisholm Trai l , and the extension of the

Santa Fe Railroad viest to Uedicine Lodge and Dodge City

newer cat t le lands wore springing up in western Kansas

and s e t t l e r s absorbing oiu oabtle lands in eastern Kansas

so Blair moved his Comanche Pool Company to Medicine Lodge

Creek and established headquarters.

" As^he yeers went on, railroad extensions spreading

like wild f i re in Kansas, the s e t t l e r s shoving the c a t t l e -

men cut, Blair moved his Comanche Pool again. This time

to the Cherokee Strife-^ith headquarters just south of

Kiowa^Kansas which was the Rock Island Railroad extension*

This was a big ranch and was called the Comanobs i-ool of

the Cherokee S t r ip , The blizzard of 1886. brought such

heavy losses that Blair and Evans sold out to Major Drum

in Kansas ^ i ty . In 1888 Drum sold out to ^ol . 1J. R. Fant

of Ooliad, Texas, fie wasW boss who had the beef contracts

with the Government• I had ohaxge of moving the l a s t of

the Comanche Pool-ten thousand head of ca t t le andSioreea

to the Arapaho Dis t r i c t .
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"Nothing daunted, Blair started a l l over again, »ent

to Midland^ Texas and got another ranch. Then in the 9 0 ' B

Blair heard of ' o i l feed' for r a t t l e . He W5E behind the

g&ne with '.grbss-fed' ca t t le ani decided to try the ' o i l

feed1 plan. So he sold his Texas ran-h and went to L i t t l e

Rock whioh was the home of 'oLl f€©df. t t seems that some

one Had found cat t le there gett ing fat on cotton seed's and

hulls which had beai thrown away to vot. So for seven years

Blair tried the ' o i l feed' plan, but only broke even. The

cost of shipping the ca t t le $o L i t t l e Rock, fattening them,

and then shipping them on to Saas&s City, St, Louis or

Chicago markets was too heavy. In 1897 he sold out, and went

to Wagoner, Oklahoma ' to get back to grass ' as he said,

"Bell, you kn"e« i t ' s a small world. Our. Government

contracts were over in 1896 and I had been sel l ing off a lot

of oldisaddle horses and was on the look but for some thing,

I was staying at the- Bernard Hotel in Wagoner, and imagine

my surprise when I heard a familiar voice saying, 'Bi l ly

what are you doing here?' There was tJnele Billy Blair .

M 'Looking for something to do' I said.

"'Well, says Unole Billy, where can: I get 'on grass'

again?'

"•Up around Tulsa is the best place I know*' I replied.
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" 'What are you doing?' •Lo^icingfor- a j o b , ' I r e p l i e d .

" »Well, B i l l y , ' Baid Uncle B i l l y . »Yuu go up there

and rent a good ran.^h and take ~ar© of i t for n » ' ,

" 3o I rented the Sa l t Or-ek pas ture , between Keystone

and Manaford-eisjht miles long and s ix miles wide, and

stocked four thousand o a t t l e . ^he lease ran oat in two

yeers and I could not got a new lease so I leased the J r .

Bland ranch where Oilton i s now, for a few y e a r s . Then

Blair vjen-l up in the Osage near Hominy and took up so*ae

of the old 3-D Ranch, He kept ranching i n t e r e s t s u n t i l

his death about ten years ago. He never l ived on h i s

ranches* After he came- here in VJS7 he lived a t the Brady

Hotel, and then when th» new Tulsa Hotel was b u i l t , he

lived there u n t i l h i s death . He was a s t r a i g h t up and

do«n man, no fool ishness about him* All he knew sas to

vote the Pepublican t i c k e t and ta lk o a t t l e .

" One of t i a l r ' s favorite s tor ies was about his partner

Allwell. Ail well was from San Angel o Texas, a bip, boastful

fellow, one who had married money* He went with Blair to

Li t t le Rook in the ' o i l feed1 venture. Now ba^• in Texas

Whera everything was primitive and simple Allwell was

happy. Ae he eaid, 'My wife just vrore a ealicc dress on

the ran^h and I thought ahe was the p re t t i e s t thin« I ever

147



148
HIOHOUOK, W. J # IKTBRVIBW. 6739,"

31

saw. % two l i t t l w boys. i& t h e i r bar.ejffcet and overa l l s

looked fine to me, but when W« got t o X i t t l e Rock with

i t s city airs i t took a fift^r dollar dress for tny wife

t d o o k nioe (ahe thought), "and black hose:at two dollar^ •

and a half a pair were needed for ray l i t t l e boys to cover

up their lego with, the short knee-pact suite they had

to wear in the oity. I am going back to


