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INTERVIEW WITH BILL HART
Jeroms M, Enmongf Field ¥Worker

Mr. Bill Hart, & cattleman, lives et 108} South Seme
{nole St., in Okmilges, Okles '

I ceme to Okmmlgee, I. Te, in 1891, to go to work for
capﬁ. Severs on the F. S Ranch at Bald Hill, I had visite
ed the Indien Territory in 1886 or '87 with my father, en
uncle and 8 man named Anderson, My uﬂole, a rancher, hed
some business in Cnickesha,

I went to Missouri to s$tend school from Texns, pass-
ing through Muskogee on the ways I then returned to Bald
Hill %0 go to work,

My brother, Ed Hart, is eight or ten yeers older then
I+ BHe had come up here to go to work & few years defore,
SEVERS RANCHES
- Severs owned the Helf Circle S and the P, S. Renches,
The former east of Mounds, Okla,, snd the latter northeest
of Okmulges,

We stayed in the rench house at the S. F., which cop~
siated of ten or twelve rooms. The house wes built in 1871
- of white pine freighted down, before the MKT was bduils

through the Territorys I
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My drother was foremen of éﬁia sanch gor ebout 18
yesra, 8ince then, he hes been in the cattle bdusiness
for himself,

Severs hed iﬁb stores, one {n Dkmulgee and one in
Muskogee. The roustsbouts of the ranch would ride into
Okmulgee for foods It consisted of: cenned corn,beans,
tomatoes, bacon; ;offoe and éhg;r. Beef‘vaa klilod on
tile rench for me;t. ¥e gever barbecued an}.. The deef
Qas just cooked in & lerge skillet, -

7ells end cisterns at the house aﬁd a ereek pro-
vided water for the ranch,

Yo didn't raise orops for the livestock on the
plece, except & little corn for the sacdle horses. It
was, of course, all juest open‘fahgc.

8evers kept aboutfoight horses per msn snd had -
usilly sbout 16 riders. BHe tigpt bought horses in Tex
as, then qot to reising his own, His horse ranch was e~
dousd vhnrc~uorrt.; Okls., is now, Th; Suatqrn would
break  bout &0 horses a.y.arﬂ‘ J

The largest number of cattle we ever had af one time
was 80,.00, We hed one ;eitura twenty‘m;§;p long end six

miles wide, south of Bald Hill, -8
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e would heve to cut back our cettle to keep them out
_of the Wegoner herd, when Po was driving cettle up into the
Ossge country. Also, when he or others were driving herde
through to merkets. These big herds were trailed sbout five
miles apart, The Texaas Livestock Association would heve sn
inspector to cut bagk cattle tpat didn't belong to the trail
herd, accgrﬂins $o Ahe brands.

OTHER RANCHES .

Bi11 Halsell and R. S. Brown were two others who owned
large ranches in this section,

Ce We Turner, Muskogee merchent and cowmen, with his as-
sociates undertook to fence in & 30 by 10 mile pesture, for
Wegonsr, on the eastern side of the Cresk Nation, adjoining
the Sac & Fox country,

It was a violation of tridbel laws to build fences with
wire and too expensive to build with rails,

lIsparhecher and his followers cut this fence between
every post, which wes & loss to Turner and Co, of seversal
thousandas of ésllare.

In 189192, %, T, Wagoner had a ranch in Taxas’which

covered three counties. The counties were Ford, Archer and

Wilbarger, Electra was a tomn on this.rench. He expanded
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into the Comanchie country, but didn't have enough room
80 moved to the Osege country, driving 12,000 head of
steers thers, They swam the rivers as they’baﬁi to then
on the way up and eroaaﬁd the Arksnses at Red Fork,

John Re Blocker, s Texss cattlemsn end fancy ropef,
had his shipping h;adquarters at Chimney mountein, seven
miles south of Muskogee. He ran ebout 20,000 cattlé‘a
yeaé. The Blocker loop was named £ » him,

Henry May of the May'Bros. Ranch shipped about the
same number sach year,

Ranches in the Sac-Fox country shipped from fed Fork
the same as we 4id,

Wagoner's DID men used to kill Severs cattles for beef,
as they were fat and the ¢rail herd, p°°r‘~~?§if wag cuse
tomery in the cattle country. h
INDIANS

The Creek xolls were purged of those not entitled to be

on it, in 1898+99, In 1866, they had what were known as

dumd rolls.
¥hen allotments were msde lster, negro freedmen wars ‘
sllowed land the s:me s the tribesmen,

The Creeks had been getting annuity payments for lend

-
»
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éiveg up in Alebema and Georgie, Sometime in the '80's the
Creeks and Seminoles s0ld their western lands in old Okla, |
Paynents were made to the Creeks until 1891,

I knu; David and S8olomon Andé;aon; Richard Bruner; Bob
Stewart, of Holaonvilie. The two last nemed were Curlisle
men. I knew Pleasant Porter and Burorﬁ Milier, @ part Indian
rancher. All th; above montioneﬁ are Creeks.

Jesse Allen, of Slick, Okle., & Euchee Indien, was slso
my friend. Allen is now welleto=do., He mede money from
cattle snd oll, which wes later fouﬁd on his property. He
was s good cowman for en Indien, usually having ebout & thou=
sand Hesd of stock. ¥e used to help him roundup his cattle,
when gathering our.owmn, He is the most relisble Indien I
ever knew,

The Euchees are a part of the Creek Tribe, ususlly fair
with bino or grey syes.

- The Concﬁarty maungaina, which are west of here, neer
the river, were tha site of an old Indidn stomp géound.

Arch Youngpeck, who hed en allotment up neer Bertles-
ville, and some of his friends were in a saloon in Muskogct
ﬂfinkins. They stayed around all dey, telling about fights

they‘had been in and how tough they were, PFinally, a amall)
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squint-eyed Indian, with & dig het and small boots, had
stood it as long as he oonld; He took off hiz het and
threw it onto the seawdust floor of the seloon, end seid
"]l whip a big men myself one time.," This was told to me
by a bartender. |

CIVIL WAR o

Daring the Civil Wer, Port Gibson was fortified.
Major Blunt marched out from there on some Confederates
ocamped neerby., Cept. F. B. Severs wes in coumend and M,
Pe. Blackson was one of his officers in the Confederate
side, When Mafor Blunt started firing with his heavy
artillery, Capt. Severs lost his commend, which conaist-‘
od mostly of Indiens. Théy hedn*t seen ml;ny of these
}irgo arms, Blackson seid his mule sterted to run esway
end he d4idn*t ¢try to stop him, .

My uncle wes fitted out by his sisters to go fight
in the Civil War, He d4idn't care particularly sbout ,
ﬁghtﬁ;g. however. So, he went up to my gre;ndfather'; r
rench and sté'yoi} during thet period. T -
TRAILS

The 014 Texas Trail sterted at a plsce cslled Preston,

later Dennison, and followed the route teken by the Raty
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Re Re laters It went through Boggy Depot. axd Fort
Gibson, north into Bexter Springs, Kansas.

There used %o be o tm; from Fort Gibson to El Reno,
Ardmore was the biggest town in the 1., T. Muskogee grew
quickly because of the government work centered there,

'irjhe most {important storesz on the Chisholm Trail were
Dmo;n's, whore Duncen, Okla., is now loceted and‘ Cook's,
where Chickeshs is now,

Honey Springs (Oktahs), on Elk oreek, was a plece on
the 014 Texas Trail. It is located between Checotah and -
Kuskogee. |
TRADING POSTS

Thers were stores at Red Fork and Sapulpe., Tom Seceles
ran & store at Wetumka, ! men named Davis ran a store at
Arbeke, west of Boldenville, I believe he wes st one time
a chief,

¥hite Bead Hill was once settled by Ghickgsavs and a
faw white trsders, It is loeested five miles up the river
fram Peuts ?tl"{ay. This -1s obe plece I never hear mentions
ed muche
OUTLA¥S

The two Cook doys, who later got iﬁ with Cherokes Bill,

24



. HAR®, MILL. INTERVIEW,

23

“Be
worked for Capt. Severs on one of his ranchea for a while,

Thurmsn Baldwin, who we called Skeeter, worked with ua,
algo. He beceme quite an outlawe. Before coming to work
here, he hed worked for the old Turkey Track ranch in the
Sac=Fox country. '

_ ¥e hed troubls with the *Buck gang' out on the S. F.
one time and they were going to kill us all, Three of us
want over %o Muskogee and brought dack three rifles spiece,
These were for the Cowdoys to cerry for protection,

Us S. MARSHALS .

Mark Moore was Mershsl here between 1892 bnd 1897, Gur-
ing Clevelend's second administration. He was, later, a
Chief of Police in Okmulgee,

Jesse Allen and Bud Ledbetter were the two most fearsd -
men in the Indien Territory. Allen was sort of s self-ape
pointed vigilante and Ledbotter is widely known for his

gourage as an officer,

BEER

Al Belt, who ren the House of Lords saloon in Fort
ﬁijvsgggh!a’kgﬁlndge Bryant at Payis, Texas, how he oould
make some money. The Judge said 'why don¥t jou sell beer—
to the Indians? There isn't eny law ageinst it.' He sold

1t here, for three months, in 1892. 1 bought 1t in Red York.

>
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When Congress found ou% about it they wrote into the
lew o proviaion prohibiting besr alaO¢

I had been in tho drug business for myself and had
‘orkeﬂ for various tirms as 8 bookkaa;;r, when Al 8imeo, °
& former gambler, wanted me to keep books for his company,

Mead 18 & drink, mede by ternwﬁ;ing water and honey.
‘Mr. Simoo, though; was selling beer, which he called Simso
Mead, {n wholessls lots to merchents in the Indisn Terrttory
It was Hines Beer from Kenses City, He would buy it for
$729,00 snd sell for $1100,00 and was shipping 1%i;57:;=,\§\‘
the Territory. |

~ He peid me $160,00 & month to keep the books. I% was

an easy job, teking only about 20 or 30 minutes & day, owving
to the fact it was w olesale business.

¥r, Simco seid to me, 'Now Mr, Hart when I have made
emod 000,00 let me know, and I'm going to quit busineaa.
That's just whet he d4id too. When he asccumuleted that a-
moung he'movad to Arkenass end bought a home.
FERRY

Nevin's Ferry, which ran between Fort Gibson and Mug-
___kogee nesr gggggnggg;ngk#inmnoufwaasMcatiaa~whriiﬁii?3;;;

There the Grend, Verdigris and Ardansas rivors met.
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GAME
Deor, turkey, prairie chickensa were plegtiful when I’
ceme hers, The Boomers and early settiers kglled'them out
quicklye.
volves would sttack the cattle, mostly at calving time,

when they were weak snd slow to get up end defend themmelves.
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