NICBOLS, EVA SPICER WHITETREE. INTERVIEW

éFDEX CXRDS

enecas

Dances--Seneca

Medicine~-Sencea L
Medicine men--Seneca
Clothes--Seneca

Fishing--Seneca

Ne tural resources--conservation
Parminz--Seneca

Food —~Seneca

Payments-~-Seneca

Ball games-—-Senecsa
Clans--Sensce

Cemeteri es--Seneca

Cemeteri es--Kyandot te



" NICHOLS, EVA SPICER WHITETREE. INTERVIEW

¥ 5390

Field Worker: Nannie Il.ze Burns
april 21, 1937

STORY OF EVA SPICER WHITETREE NICHOLS
‘(Seneca Indian)

107 A SE,

Miami, Sksahoma

<

30RN In 1859
Near Tiff City, .o.

FARINTS Father, Dan Splcer
wotrer, ldalinda Spicer

(Senecas)
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Zva Spicer 7hitetree Nichols (Seneca Indian) was born in
1609 when the papaws were ripe near Tiff City, bMo. Her parsnts
were Dan and iislinda Spicer (Senecas). I do not know where or
when thsy were born or/ﬁhen or how they came to Indian Territory
and phé»gplﬁ clue I have is s rem%FK nade by my grandmother who

said one day that they traveled many days in & bark cance which

had a top or cover supportsd by poles,
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wEJORIES OF CHUILDHOOD.

I remember going with my parents to Council Hollow in
the month of December when the snow was thick on the ground to
attend the White Dog Dance and also the Shuck Dance. Ve camped
in ténts with great fires built in front of the tents and in
the long log house where the dance was held. This building

was Foofed and had holes through the roof for the smoke to.go
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through. The best white dog that gogl& Hg‘found was Killed " =
and fastened to & pole or tree on a high spot and for three

days, day and night, dances were held in the long house, both




4 A IR

: - 539G
)
men and women takings part ia the dauce. The fourth dey the
b ~
Sauck Dence was held. At this the men, I rememher® wore

braids of shucks sround tpeir neads snd cairied = branch %ith

\J . . .
many shucks fastened tg'lt, woaleh they use? 1n some gestures.

This cerenony, L taink, was glving tuenks.
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Our medicine was Lerts _nu LurkKs prepirel Tor ile
various ills. #1l1d caerry berk was boil=d end tias syrupw
was tarxeun and maple syrup from the maple tree aidel; tiis
was boilsd together zand down and used tor colds. The ‘
wild plum barx was used the same way and slso used for colds.

Zaci spring and fall the medicine hisn would come to each ‘i

goxe and go from room to rcom &f the house shsking his

&

turtle rattle and repeating cantations to drive out sick- -
ness and disease from thet homs. You could hear him coming
for = mile through the woods as he wore sleigh bells fasten-

ei around his lower leg. . I was afreid orf him, and I re-

rnember him called Wooden Fdace and that his face was ucly.

v CLOIHES.
Meny of the men wore, at my earliest recollection,
the breech cloth and legcgins, some fringed andigome trimmed
with a sort of riobon fringe. Some wore buckskinisuits and

some of the women's dresses.were of buckskin, mostly mede

pue plece. .
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WILD GAMSE..

Wild game was plent{fui. For meat ws had the deer,
wild hog, coon, wild turkey, and prairie chicken. Squirrals
and quails were plentiful, but seldom used for food. fhe hun-
ter who killed the wild hog had t0 be careful to kill the animal
for if only wounded he would attack and fight.  The men used a
rifle that carried s round bullet znd used a rod to place it
some way.' #hen 2 mess of fish was wanted, the men cut a long

grape vine, end men, taking hold of esch end, waded down the

B

streém with it and this held the fish and when thsy reached the
end éf pool or body of~water,nthey chose the fish that they
wanted snd threw the rest back into the stream. S0 we only ‘
took what we wanied for food and did not destpoy.

CROPS.,

My father raised much Indian corn, which is different
frém éhe corn of today, &s ths grain is softer end flatter at
the snd. This was white, some little red, some spotted and
. somez blue. ihe blue was used to aske hominy. The white was
cafried to the mill end mede into resl. These mills were io-
cated on some stream and run by the flowing weier. Buckwheat
was {qised and this insured that th; bees would meks us plenty
of honey for the winter. The wheat was cut by hand and heaped

on an open ¢lean spot and flailed by hand with long sticks,

i&ese crops together with what other things we raised in smaller
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quantities, and the wild frulvs and berries and so forth went
far toward supplying our winter supply. #ie 4id notv cazn things
in thosa days but dried most things thal we putl away.

fwice a yezr my father would tuxe the team of rponies
agd g0 to Neosho, .i6., «nd bring home a supply of sugar,coffee,
aad ths thiﬁ?s tnaf we could not prepare, togsther witl wnati
clotaing, =znmusition, 303 things noedsi. woney fer tuesk
supplies c=me me8tly throush payments shil. as 1 resnember were
ahout 32.00 twice g year. - .

we had four yoke of ox=n which were us=23 to ferm
-but s2ldom used for dripinz any distance as thzy traveled so
slow 213 were hardsr tnan theponies to drive. However, I
ramsmber once, iy fatrner did drive then aﬂd wes returning
from Fort Scott and, wuen tley neered Spring 2River near Baxiler
springs, the£ smellad ths wmuter so tzev nad %o unhibteh tham
and let them o ts tae river o drink; for shen tuey wers
thirsty and smelled water, tnef would go siraigat to it re-
gardless of ditiches or anything end would possibly turn tie
éagon over, so they just unhitched snd let them go end after

P

they drank brougpt tham back and rehitchad them and come on

-

bhome.
PLASTER.

Once my fsather, needing plaster for the home, built
& blg fire with a heap of logs and on this he piled large lime-

matone rocks and kept this ttre’ gaing till the rocks cracked
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and became soft and after they had been beaten to a pulp, he
added sand that had been ﬁrougbt from the)river, mixed with
water and added some hog hair and the plaster was ready for
use.

POCKET, BOOKS.

Heve you ever noticed that the pocket books that
the ladies carry have a fringe and sometimes the end of the
fringe is tipped with jingly things. ~ Thy this, you say.
If anyone picgs up your poeket book, it mskes noise, and you
hear it.

| AMUSEMENIS,

Besides our various dances, Games of Cross Stick .
gafi_;;?é\glayed. Each player had & certain mark or color
30 in the playing they could be distinguished and the object
>f the game wes tp put the ball through .the goal at the
Jpposite end from where Ehey\started. The playgrs wers
iivided into two sides Pfacing their goal. ‘Nine players on
sach side.  Indian Football w&;.s played by both t;he men and
vomen, tue men_playing agains; the women.

But much of our amusement came from horss-racing.
¥e had a track at the old .:3tomp‘ ground on the Cowskin (Elk)
eiver. The Beach-seed game was always looked forward to
sach summer and often lasted a week. The tribe is divided

into two clens. My father belonged to the Wolf Clan and ‘took
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the boja,with him on the -south side. . L\ mother was a Turtle
and the girls went with her on the north side; The seeds wers
filed smooth and one side is left the light natural color and
the other side iz stained brown and in the game these sesds are
thrown like dice. (Here Mrs. Nichols requested that I let
another member of her tribe describe the game to me.) I at-
tendad school at the Wyandotte liission. (
MARRTAGE .

In May 1883, I married Frank ¥hitetree, a Shawnee
(he was called an Expense Shawnes). ¥e were married by Dr.
Cook, Superintendent at the Wyandotte Mission, and went to
1live nesr the moush of Gomskin river. He was a musician and
taught the Splitlog Band. These players had the same in-
struments that are ﬁsed today. %e had three children, Susie,
Scatt ‘and Frank ¢, My husband died Fanuary 16, 1902, and
I.léft the -place an@:weﬁi;to lf@é at my father's. ¥e had
always cﬁille&?oéléhe Rivg%. pn June 17 1907, I married
_ nléX NlChGlS+ wno lived jugt soﬁthest of Turkayford and had

" . :g

one cpild, Néttie by him His chief @ntarest was Horse

%

AN

ra01ng and . “hreshing machines. He was often away from home
xt\ "
with hlS horses”at different places and I‘helped him, and I
. ‘) o
think today I coulduarder any part of a thresnlng machine

fromma catalogue. . He passed on a few years,ago and;today I

¥4
live with my daughter, Nettie, who 1s a Student at the Busi-

3

eas.Collega hore. > t

A}-. i
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OLD LANDNARKS,
The old log long house was destroyed when somé wnite

s

people bought the place. ' ihere is nothing left to mark the site;

also tae old race track and stomp grounds are now in cultivation.
abogt 013 cemstries, there was ons on Zcwskin on the 01ld Snow
Young, later John Snow, place and this I think contesins no markers.
Fowever, I «ould ask lirs. Logen as aer husband is buried tha?e.

¥y parants are buéied at the mouta of 3Jycanore on ihe Seorge;
Spicer ?lace. I haven't been thére for a lonz tine. ?he old
dyanaotie lemetery was west of the present town'and near the site
of the 0ld ngency =nd Mission. I am told that a msy by the

name of Hollis bought this lend and hed all thne markers end

stonas piled up, and ploughed it up, sayinz he didn‘*ti have any

usa for 1iv.
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