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My grandéarents ceme from Mississippi when the Choctaw
were migreted to this country before my time which I do nbi
know., My fa?her, ?illia@ Frazier, was paxt‘uhoct&w, uh?ék~
asaw aﬂd of French desdent. My mother was a “ull blood Ghoc -
taw., Her nsme was Loui;a Frazier. -y father was bpyn in the

year of 1569, and died dn November 29, 1956,€and is buried at _

Buffslo Jreek, an Indien Cemetery. There is an Indian Method st

Church located at this place which is logated zbout four miles

east of Atoka Oklahoma. He was over sixty seven yeurs of age at
t SR

the time of his desth, - R

Durins the territorial days, under the tribal lows, he was

one of the Light Horaeman whcse duty w = to see after the non=-

residept citizen to buy perz t before establishing any business
within the bounds of his distriect. in‘f;lflll g his uty he
'.at one time wes shot Im The jaw but so;n recovered.
He became a member of the Southerﬁ Presttefign'ﬁhurcﬁ in
his y&dno dayé and lster joined the Methadis; and then wen® to

the Cumberland Presbyterian demonination of which he wes a

member at the tlme of his death.
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My mother was Louisa Fraéiér. she was a relaﬁivc of Ts
. Hunter, present County Judge of Choctaw County Hugo, Okla=-
homa, énd Hon. Bén F. bwight, ex~-principal Chief of the Choc=-
taws. She died én September 6, 1908 end was buried at an old
Indien Church »anih Tekalih, an.abaﬂaoned Church. Tﬂe cemetery
is locéted about five miles éoutb of Caddo, Oklahcme, -

In my young days, 1 did not attend any school ss after the
death of my mopher I was und%r the care of another femily who
did_not'live near any school, and whet time I‘went to school,
i'went tc a neighborhood school neer Ermet Oklahoma in Johnsten
. Gounty. |
A | My father eud niother engaced mostly in faréing ;nd fqised
corn &%a garéen'Vegetables. We had plenty of hogs, cattle and
wc;kiﬁbrses.,.At canging times we would put ﬁp all diffefent
kinds of vegetagles, and ﬁut up encugh cured hog meat to tide
us until the following spring. |

' HUNTIN@.

In those days wild gemes of several kind were plentiful,
add‘one did ﬂof have to go eny distance to killvdeerlor,othef
. game. ?Sually ;n'tﬁé f;lliafter all work is compleiéd, several

friends would teke a trip out in the mountain for a big hunt
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They w;uld'take’beddin;, groceries, tents and other necessary
equipment 1n e wa zon and would take out for Kiamichi Mountain,

aBSLW°Uld be gpne for'two and tbree~weexa at a time and of

-

gourse, dn their return they would bring enough fresh meat for
home consumption and none was ever .old or spoiléd;

after the big hunt and each one had his kill, he would cub |
the intestine out, skia the hide of one of hind foot of deer to
“the first joint, and opposité forefoot likewise, Tie a knot and
by this mean epe could be carried to any place on his back. This
was one way of cerrying gamé thét the nunter killed,

chh Indian hunt'f had followed this rlan apout killing game
Zore than theﬁ cen use, We had plenﬁy of wild game all through the
year, until the settle#s came to thi's country and began to,kill'
them out andy fgr a sovort to ;ee.who can killfﬁﬁé most geme in
one day, it became neﬂessury-tﬁat game should be protec ted.
Leter in the years after statehood the legisleture passed a law
to prohiblt this’ gluu-hter only at & certain season of the year:

Not o;ly wild game.and fish is being destroyed but there
once fbamed wild horsgs,'hogs turkeys and wild pigeon in +his

country but as the settlers were openlnh up this country and 8s
. PR .
,the,advancement increased, it erowded the game out until now it

-

i &8lmost extindte - = -
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There weré wild hofses all over.the couhtry and when

captured, and bréke to work, some mede wood work hé;ges and
saddlers,. The way they were:captured ﬁ;s thet é day would be
set éo build a pen. Everybody interested we's invited t; help
work by cutting down young trees and bushes in & line about one A

half or one mile each way from the pen. The pen would be small.
but toe ﬁing each way would be broadened as it advaances and
usually be about one mile wide at the mouth,

Thefridens would ride in three or fcur in & bunch and
stationed at ce?ﬁaﬁp distances apart and when the first bunch
would head the'horSes tonard where they’are stationed)they
‘woul relieje the first bunch end continue the chase until cor=
ralled, . Tnis chase was ne?ély a §port~and fun for &he youﬁg men,

INDLEN COOKING.

One of the:most.deliciéus dish thet the Indians enjoy seeing
on the teble is dumpling. v This preparapion can be mgde sevcral
FaySe It can be prepared or cocked from apples, dried and green
peacheé_or blackberries, Corn beaten iﬂtb ~ine meel through the
rrocess familiar to the Shoctaws, coocked and sweetened to taste
uﬁfil done is then réady for serving. Hominy corn (tafﬁlia} is

_corn beaten through process, husk cleaned .s Pearl Hominy like #e;

see in stores, boiled in water uatil done,

.
- B . :




. NOAH, SARAH. INTERVIEW - . .

I3 L) o .

There are several ways that this preparation cen be prepared.
It can be cooked in sweet'potatoes, sun dried stripped pumpkin,
hickory nut beaten and kernels cleaned or beans., 4 backbone

of pork cocked in hominy isAa'good dish and is called;(taﬁchi ‘

13

. lobona) . -& Bhoctew -word.

The Indians of olden time were never loud -~n cakes but

where it is to be served, flesvor or eggs were never used, Brown
sugar or syrup,was usually used in this preparstion. ~ries of
several xindswere known but were hardly ever made for the reason

thet most peovle did not care for any sweets.

1
F}
H

Instead of canring green beans, 1 would string it and let ~

1t oea on ung-l dry and put away in sack or box and kept in a

. x,
ary“place unt:l ready for cookinga - It will look as decayed or
. iy

Hy i- {:\‘( R s
mugty but a&ghbrou;ngwashin~ before cooxlng will zive a natural
“ W ! A" 4F
:ékl ‘ ; .\\2\ K‘Q" . . )
‘ cq}or.zwn},T '? " " i
' , n# 3

w , N ? N
It vas, a rare cese wnyre my pg;énts ever used raw @lt as

ap "

§ N . .
@% called f§. Inase&gpnint art r meal ié’cooked'and if need morc

' ‘h
n

}%%lf;‘we wo*ld take a smaLgsamount of salt dampaned untll formed
\into dry dgugh, set in g%ead pan ans let it be pl=ced in hot stove
until.cookedwdfg and brown. It wa;‘thought th@t "if used raw was
" harmful, ?i‘ : I - y -

.
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©  Little is known among the Choctaws, of present age as to

- ’

14s use and how dyes are mede is about a lost art, but I will
. A . Lo i
give & Simple one that may be, of interest. You can take any

<

amount of & bark of red 6ek =z2nd elm trees, a ce~tejn kind of -~

~—wiid weeds and boiled to ceftein degree. This preparstion was

s

used to dye wool and gotion cloth,
ile. reed so much in our history abzut how the Indian made.

_their bow and arrows, so I shgll not o in detail to repeat it
.. ' ‘ f
but to color ,or paint ‘an arrowhesd, we would =0 to the creeks where

o ¢

-

13

#e cen find a certain-kind of rock béd where it czn be found,

This is ﬁo_w rare but when found it is brittle ‘chaik'like sh;pe.“ 4
. L - : \
There sre several colors .of'this kind.épd this was used in “
,painti'ng or drawing tentsy 01: ar‘rrowheads.' "fhen a deer or buffalo
{s killed, they, would save the backbogé‘;ntii dry. Ii fi-ting .
errowheads, I have s-én'th,em gsé pﬁ\esi;lews of this sunciri‘ed,

FES

beckbone, soak in warm water for sémetime and string fine as‘
] ¥ K [

silk will ravel off wlich mekes & .good gtrong coréd for fastening

-~
. 2

or tieing onrarrowhea‘,ds."
HOW LAUNDRY SOAP {in3 MaDX,
Little wss lmown_in\the 0ld dgys of any househcld usé, and

if anything of velué was found or knowm' it was told to all of the '
people in the e‘onim;mity; ~ o R S

»
" [
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1 meke my own home use soap by boiling a certain aﬁ%unt of

marrow bones, greese or fat in clear liquid of ashes as &

Fe . oy

substitute for lye;.* To make this prebaraﬁion, I weuld get.

a tub full of good clean ashes, . (Tub to be full Qf nail '

holes for this pufpose) end -another tub or kettle be placed

undérneath ite." Sprinkle the esh®s with 3old water until .

demp or like mud, and dig a“funnel shape hole in the center-

of the ashes and let this be filled with water. Let this

set until all the liquid ruh through a smell hole apd let it.
run into the tub or kettle, After this run off, you will

heve 2 liquid of lye, or if grease cannot be had, we burn

rich.pine to get the remains after the distilletion to save

L3

‘» cf

he oil or rosin. . -

- = I - - - - . s S - - - -

41l ingred ients are mixed in a kettle &nd set on a slow °
burniqg fire and tais is stirréd constantly for four or five

hours. It has been known for it to teke a whole day.’ after

it has cooked ehough:*continuously stirring, the fire is moved
evay frcm the\kettle which -gives it to cool down gradually,
while this is taking place gét 2 long stick about four feet
long end.burn one.end black or color stick of any color desired

and stir until soap is cooled off end harderned, This gi}eé the .

different color of the_gp called "Homa Made Soap"
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In the olden tlmhs,’nhen one of the members dies, usually

~u

they were burled in the vacant lot somewhere near the house or,
if living near sode church, tHe burial would take place there,

The hereaved-mother or wife &s _the cu e may be would sSo to the

’”

grave every morning before breakfast to cry. I heve se¢n moura-.

ers that aftwf'hei return from thé greve, she would not take.

o

né€zl at the table with _ the rest of the famlly, }notea she weould

remain im her room by herself where 7o one 0f/ the family was
% - ﬁ -

permitted to_aee or to telk to her. iieals/would be brourht to’
her, This would continue for two or thyee weeks at a time,

-Inpaboutusix,months of a year af er the destn of the mem-
ber of the fam;ly the burv1v1ng famyly and relatives would set

3

a date to ﬁave a memorlal service :or the deceabea, elther at
the family resiﬁ;nce wﬁere the g gve is qr.at éome churech,
Everything of eats would b ’furﬁisﬁéd‘fégﬁthe festival,‘
_such =8 berbecued or roast bee s ven{son'gr,hogs'and all dif-
" ferent kinds of dish known wohld be prepared. -
The éereéont usuelly to k‘Qlace at eleven 6'clock end’

was conducted by some minigter 6f the church on the day the

time was set, Usually th deacon of the church rang the bell

-
I

. siowly and alternately

softly until the mourners would all
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enter the church im pajrs and occupy the front seat which

was reserved for the occasion, After servige the corgre~

-

gation wo.ld march to the grave where all mourners would

ery for the last:time and be dismissed, Then would come
the feast as everything was ready and table set by the time
the ceremony 1is over, <

If the méﬁoriél service took place on weck days then
every SOGy would Yeave for home immediately after the feast,

-1t wes nothing uncommon for the cocks, waiters and helpers at
e .

L]

" this gafhering t6 divide in proportion the left over af the

-~ - s

) feest,” as fresh meat, tafula, pasﬁofa, tenchi lobonre, p&luské‘ .-
hawashko, (sour Bread) banans (shuckbread) etc, at the request

L2 -
~

~of one of the bereaved familys This would end the cry in the
- - ~ —. - - .. T~ -

-

one family .
- o | dEDDIﬁG: .

ihere 2 wegﬁing was to~tske élace iﬁ\tpe $ctﬁléméﬁt, it
%as customary that th; fath r of the groom. visits the. parents
of the girl to get their permission. Eme father would then
break thé news to fhé girl, and if she accépted the.propcsalz

the parents of’ the bride were nptified of her aqceptanﬁe. or

if she rejected of cburge everything was off,
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~.parties beéén to prepére for the feast. The dai;/wrs’sq
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After their engszement, friends_ané relatives of bo

ty the relatives of the bridegroom at a certain place.

X

S ‘."\1 .

friends and relatives would take their bows end errows f

.

.a big hunt, womén beat corn end make pruparation for the

feast, while gthers would be busy making Qresses for the

- -

br1a§°g . -

e o ]
Time arrives, The bride with-bridesmaid were usherj
Y = ..

. ’

=~ < - ™~ » . * v
in certain room, while friends and relatives remain outs
The men visitors were not allowed to eater the room wheq

~ [
'Y ~ *

~ride ard her maids were, and tne same way with ther grog

Now_for the wedding. If the groom had any sisters

ha N

cousins,. friends of the bride would take her out of the

~
~ ~

secretly and let her run awey, at the same time sisters

~

cousins of the groom would be notified to chasé hér and

teke and bring her back. Fun tegins, The race is cny the

would continue until the bride is bro.ght back or tnere |

th

t.r

len

or

~

dinner to be served. After 'she is brought back thgjbg

™

. -~ , < ¥
took place as of present time. A white sheet i2 stretc]

-

-

.

- over the couplé'aftgr the ceremony.;.to permit friends @&

acquaintanqés'to give whatever gifts they may have to gpve,

1)

- Now comes the‘dinner. 2 .
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Lorg tables are ppepéred‘with cooking of every thing

edible spread and everything that wes cooked is served to all.

&~

7~

and everybody, Thus ends the wedding,



