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Bote by Hesearch Worker.

® In & personsl interview, from time to time, but more
just today, I gathered the following storles, and tell them
just as he told them to me.

‘ I bappen to know the widow Willis mentioned in this
story, 8lso<who was accused of killing her several husbands, -
but I have with held the names for fear of offending living
members of her femily, who are very good friends of mine.
But: will furnish nemes if required.

- Hazel B. Greeme.
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i was born in Youbet, Mississippi,. I don't kmow what County Youbet \ ~
vag in perhaps in Tippah County anyway we lived in 'Bij;pah c:)unty,
and in 1877, we went"in a8 wagon sixtyRfive miles to Memphis, Tennes~-
ses, to take the tram\zo Feris Texas. We were moving out there,
There was & big family l)f use Eight in all. We left the hotel and
we noticed that one of the boys was missi-ng. Hiram, He was ninet®en
yeers olde We looked and looked for him., Father went back to the -
hotel, and didn't find him, then had the police looking for him. "
Then we decided that he had just backed our and meant to go back
home, and stay witﬁ s&me of the kin folks. “80 we decided to just 80
on. So on the train we loaded, the whole brood of us. ;ﬁd there wes
Hi}'aq, in a seat, fast asleep. <

He said aftarwa;é that he was determined hot to get left, and
just got on the train. ' :

In 1886, ® came over into the Indian Territory, and worked around
as & hired hend on fa;'ma,. There were a féw big farms in tﬁis country
then. The most of the people were Indians, eand had amall places cleared
for gadrdens and "Tom Fuller™ patches. Then the more ;ropserous ones
had lots of stock, and I worked caring for them, I was just a day R
laborer.

My parents ceame over here in this country in 1888, They came by
_ﬁwaeon, from Datroit _Texas, near Paris,. ‘They msud the Rad river

‘g thu 0ld Oakes rarq at Frogville s~Frogville was compoaod of a store,




about like that, MNow that was the Tom Oake's ‘ferry.

:  The Everidges, Willis's and Oakes were among the higher cl&ss
of people here in thet day and time, and had rge farms under eult ivat-~
ion. o i
Father built a double loé house on the Eﬁrerridge farm near Eyer= -

i‘idge Iaka‘ and lived there two years,. Theﬁ he ssid he was going

4

- o~ -~

back to civiljzation, so he took the famflylg except me, and went back

"to Taxas. 1 went over to Detroit and marrled Miss Alpha McClure,
/
forty elght years ago, brought her over hdre to live, and we raised

e

[} famly of six children. I own my home /down close to-Frogville now,

-~

but live in Hugo. When 4 settled down t];\here, what is now Hugo was-then

[
{
-~ !

-~

bald prairie. ,

I lived and worked on the Willis farm sbout 25 miles S. E» of
what is now Hugo. It was a large farm and belonged to a widow by the-
name of'\Willis. A men by the name of Uhristian had this farm rented,
he and hyis brother bill,. ?hen they sub-rented it to gbout four oth?r
Tanilies, among them were two tenants named Emmet” and Hayes. More
of them later,

Jim Ohristian decided to merry Mrs, Willis, or she decided to
marry him, So he got me to go with him tc; get married. He was afraid
to go alone, He asked me and my young lady friend to go along. He
also told me to be sure and bring my gun, which 1 didt The wedding was

~

to take place at roon but the preacter did not come. Ve waited till

Msssadalock and hs atill 44dn't come. So Wé, as manv of us as eould, ..
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down east of the homs of the bride to Wheelqg:lJ Acadeny.

It is Wheelock academy now, 1'm not sure /it was § school then,
P

but anyway i knov there was a preacher there,} 0, Iea nearly forgot,

~

arnad with pistola, shotguns and-such. He, Ghristie.p, d hed word fro

horse’s tail and drag him off. So he had this bunch of friends along
to protect him. They got married and on their return, ps they went

through the town of“‘Doaksville a shot was firad from, 9r near a houge.

e

la

l’hey thought sure they were attacked, and it was- pret'r/y exciting ﬁor a-
wh_ile, $t111 they found that they were mistaken, A4 man a8 shoot ing at
a rabbit or something, i!he'y continued on to the hor%e of the bride
lwhere a wedding~supper was prepared anmd they danced all night. ¥
a1 gruntled suitor never showed up and th.e bridegroom was safe,
:ie he wes:safe for a while. ¢ h . /
Six wesks or two months later one Monday morﬁing,' when th?é"knew‘
“hristian would be dovn at the farm, Emmett and Bays, the two renter .
‘sﬁarteq trouble, They,had & load of cotton, going to the old Fulao
t‘gin, et the mouth .of Kiamich river, where it empties into Red river
They and Onristian had pad some trouble, pmbablo about the ootton » 80.

\thay amployed a boy to drive the load of cotton, and they walked along

%m the wagon, w&tchingvror SChristien, Sure onough,, Jm and Bill
' oot i1 and when the smoks /
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Bill had arfteml;tod to get eway. They shot his horse from under him,'
uao holss in his clothes, and ren him about a querter of & mile, but
did not wound him. Neither were Emmett or Hays wounded. ",I'}hey‘proceeded

on % the gin, which was & few miles east of the Willis farm, as if -

-

nothing hed happened, and did not tell it; got their cottfn ginned,

ight Emmett

i)efore_t‘he news got to the gin, and started home., That
Hayes disappeared, and nobody in this country every heard of them

in. We just don't kmow what became of them.

£

-~

Now this Willil farm was down on Red river near gﬁ;ﬂ.e,. Mrs.

~

;illis lived about 20 miles North and West of it Do;. -i¢ille was about
six miles East of her home. After Ghrlstian was kil d, the iiaappoint-
4 suitor married the widow and was himself killed so tme later,

"hot to death in the depot at the 3ailroad stat ion o*’,Goodland. Three

i

Tdians and a negro were accused of the killing and were kept in the

:ris Texas ja il for months, but escaped punishment for some reason or
f

|

the'ro ;' / ! ’
' / | ‘ * .
The men folks carried their guns ‘to cﬂimrch on Sunddys. Things

7
1

exe pretty wild here then. Evéry man carried a in six mont.hs
ter 1 came her I carried one myself. / / /
/

; The most o[‘ the Iniians, t‘ullbloods, i mean, had only amall log"

~-n
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They would dig snake

The most of the Indians would 4ig snake 'poot in the sumer and
* spring and fall, and trap and hunt in wintel/:./v

}; - /
root all the week and then all load onto their little ponies each

!
/

with his budget of snake root, and bla 4 and skillet, and ride in
gingle fild to the store, Never side by side. They'd trade their

snakeroot, or hides, for food and whafever else they desired. Then

t ey wyzi camp for a night near ¢ store, and go on their way home

next morning. They would bring their blankets and wrap themselves in
them and lie on the éround to sléeps They usually had a number of
children along and usually carr, ed them on their backs, supported by
their blankets. %hey nearly &lways had a bunch of mongrel dogs &long
\ koo, Couldn't Yyeave them at home, any more than they could leave the
&\ilciren.. ‘@ | ‘
\'It had to be Ektrema}/y cold for them not to be barefooted. They
kept a specially trained /dog to cateh terrepins wi’th.
) Arbors wers built /mer which to hold their meetings in aunﬁar.
They would load their ,L;)'edd ing, children, chickens, etc, in wagons,
”drive along a fat beef or two and go to the meeting ground and cemp,
’ sometimes for weeks, and hold church services, Sometimes they had \
intei'pretera'.‘. The Choctaw Indiean preacher would deliver a part of the

sermon in Choctaw and the interpreter would tranalai‘.el it for the

benefit of white people who were theyre.,\ao they could understand the

‘sermon, - e o -
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£ beef would be slaughtered, and hung or iaid up, just anywhere out

of reach of the dogs, and lay there through suhahine, rain or any kind
of weather till it waa' all used up. Somq said thay preferred the )
meat tainted.

'Tho men 81l wre long hair like ,yhe w*omen_an.d all wore blankets
in deytime and slept inethem at nig;t'. If it got very hot they 12 id
the blanksts off. They wore shirts and dresses of bright colored
calicoes. Very full skirts, with ruffles of contrasting colors, and
very dong dresses too,

As 8 class 1 thought the Choctame took their religion more serioua-

ly thah any people 1 ever/ saw. More earnest too. A lot more than you
// - Y .

see this day and time,.ghless you can go away back in the hills to a
; ;

full blood c¢amp meetin 2

JThe first Indign Funersl ery I ever witnessed was at Horse
Prairie about 15 miles S. E. of Hugo. It impressed me as the most
solemn thing I gver saw. Between sermons at this camp mesting. Any

P4

one, sometimeé several, would go off separately into thp wooéa, and
pile up les¥es to repfesent 8 grave, and go and mourn over it.

Sometimeg thers would be a group mourhing over the grave, and sometimes

-

Dolicioqa dishes wers prepavred by catching terrapins, rolling them

in wet clay and rdasting them in a bed of coals until done, just like

. -roasting potatoes or_corn, Then the dried clay is removed end the shell




