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Fort Smith, Arkansas.

51r:

I am in receipt of your communication of the 31st ultimo, in

which you ask for information upon the following points, viz:

"How much has been appropriated by Congress for payment to each

of these notions during the last `ten years, and what has it been

for in each nation; and how has the money thus appropriated been

distributed, - that is, per capita, or otherwise

"if you hsve any knowledge, or can obtain any, of the present

indebtedness of each of theed tribes, you would confer a favor by.

communicating that a.1so:"

In reply, to the first interrogatot* r, • i " have 'to "-state that all:';,

moneys accruing to the five tribes, unless otherwise directed by

Congress, are semi-annually placed to the credit of the respective

. treasurers of the said tribes, with the Assistant Treasurer U. S.

at St. 'Louis, Into.; and, so far as this Office is advised, it is

understood that the said moneys are expended for the support of

the National Government, schools and asylums of each Nation.



In reply to th second question, if this Office has any know-

ledge, or can obtain any, of the present indebtedness of each of

these tribes, I have to state that with the exception of the creek

Nation, it is not known that the said tribes are indebted to the

United States.

'11lo indebtedness of the Creek Natien, which has not. been ad-

justed, will be found in an act to reimburse the Creek Orphan Fund,

approved August 7, 1882, (22 Stats. 301-3Q2) in which will be found

a proviso Ins true tin g the Secretary of the Interior to eharge the

sum of $69,956.68 of the Creek Orphan Fund, used for general pur-

poses of the Creek Nation, against the general fund of said Nation,

said sum to be ri.: tainec1 by the Secretary in such instalments as not

to seriously ombarre.ac the object of the annual appropriations for

the support and necessities of the Greek Nation; and it is further

declared that "nothing in this act contained shall 'be construed to

prevent thy: United States from asserting its right to be reimbursed'r

by the Creek Nation in tiny future settlements therewith, the fur-

ther sum of $106,799.68, expended by the United States out of the

Creek Orphan Fund for the support of the loyal Creek refugees."

Annual deductions have not been made from the appropriation

for the Creek Nation, for the reason that it was held by this Of-

fico and the authorities of the Notion that it would seriously em-
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barrass the object of the annual appropriations for the support

and necessities of the Nation. 	 It was further held by the author

ities of the Creek Nation, that in any future settlement between

the United States and said Nation, credit should be given the Na-

tion for arrearagee of annuities accruing under treaties of 1826,

1033, and 1856, for shops and tool, iron arid steel, wag9nmaker,

assistance in agrioulturgI.,nnd education, aggregating about $29,000,

reported to Congress in anivattestimates but not appropriated bye

Congress.

I submit he rexvi th a statement of the annual and specific ap-

propriations made for each of the five tribes, for ten years ending

June 0, 1895, with footnotes on each showing the disposition made

of said appropriations.

Very respectfully,

Corr nissioner.
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