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Congraes Haull Hetel,
Vashington, . U.
April R85, 1914.

Hon. Pobert i/. La‘ellette,
United ‘tates Sennte,
%amhingten, . .
iy Venr lenmtor:

Reoplying to your reguest for informmtion conosxning the
ansndment intodvoed by Yensntor Owen en March 8, 1914, providing for
the egualization of all alletrente in the Creek fHation of apreament
indisme, upon a basia of GO0, and alze the amendment sdopted by the
Committes which was sintroduced by Cenater Owen on ¥avxeh H, 1914,
nuthorising sult to be brought in the Court of Claime %o recovayr suoh
som ag will be nscesrnry te uomplnt§ the egurlisation of sllotments nup-
on a bapia of ()1040,, X desirs to submit the follewing facte: |

Pafore the introdustion of these muendments by ienster Owen
to the Inﬁian.$pgrwﬁxiatiau 111 there was intreoduved in the Ilouee
by Congregwrmn lavenport, of tklahoma, & bill sentaining the srovision
fo® the sgqualisation of sllotments upen a hanie of {900. end oonfer-
ing Juriddiétian upon tha Court of (laimme to deternine th; slaim of
the Ureek Eation sgainat the tUnited itates for such eum as will con-
pletes the sllotwent® upon & bhasie of H1040.

“ong 1% will be seen, that in this 24ll the rrovisions of

both amendmants offered by Zenator Cwen were inoorporated. ?hii b411

way reforvsd to the Jepartment of the Interior for & reyort nnd on
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tha 4th day of April, 3014, the ionorshle, the Firet Asslotent Jeore-
tary of tha Depariment of the Interier trmnsmltted to Yr. Ytephenn,
Chatrasn of the Committmsa on Tndien Affalrs of the Heuve of Hepresen-
tatives the following: '

L-F 7 ‘
319§9a~14 PRCARNTRIND OF THE INTRRIOR
¥aehing ton
Cqunulizution of April 4, 1014.

Ureelk allotmenta.

My desy Nr. 3tephens:

In response to your request of Jekruary El, 1914, for & re-
port on M. B. 13608, introduos in the Houne of Represmentatives on
February 19, 1914, by Hr. lavenport, of Uklahoma, amd cntitled e
Bill ‘roviding for ogualization of the ¥uekoges { Creek) Kation of
Indian allotmen ‘s, &and for other purposes,” e&md to be sdviged vhethor
thore are “raek tridbal funds aveilsrhle to »ake suoch egusalizabion pay-
mont on the basie Tixed In the Bill, I hnva the henor to transmit
horawlth & utatemant showing tint there was on depoalt to the eredit
of the “resk tribe in the United “tnive Tremsury on Vebruary 23, 1914,
the mum of 52,784,797.93, and thers hnd Yteen depesited of Creck tribml
funda in the Sationel and ~tute Danks, of OXlahoms undeyr the Jot of
GCongress ay.roved Mardh S, 1P11 (26 stat. L., 1088-70) with scorued
interest, the asvm of $1,100,866.85, making o grand total of §3,008,-
054.78 of Creek tribal fundas. ‘
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The Ureek tribal funde on dapvait in the Natlonal end Stata
Banks of Okladoma unier the above mot may,undor feation 7 of the re-
gulntien& aprroved Cotohaer z#, 1911, no amanded Pebruary 21, 1912, to
carry inte effeot the above nat, "be withdrawn at any time by direc-
tion of the Zeoretary of the Interfor without prior pnotice thersof.”

The Sorrdssionsr te the Five Civiliged Tribes, Uunekoges,
filahoms, under date of Haroh 4, 1914, sdvised the Commimwionsr of
Indian Affairs that (3,069,989 is reoquired to equalise Creek allot-
nents (sxoluding new-born children! to the value ef 1909, and under
dnte of Spril 3, 1914, he further mivigsed that to inelude new-born
children (2875 in numbaer’) on the same basis {(J90D] weuld require
$1,413,665 adddtional, thus making a total of (4,473,504 regquired to
equnliise all Craek mllotments to the valus of {900, for wilch there
are only {3,885,054.78 of Creek tribal fumde available, leaving e
dofiolt of B8O ,449.22. 50 1t will be ssen that thers ore not suf-
fiolent YreeXx tribal funds a¥allable for squalisation of sll Creok
allotments to the value of §900. Therefore, I nuggnnt that the
figures 4803, ossurring in line B, page 2 of the bill be shenged to
J800.

ot of » total of 18,704 Oreek olitisenm, about 4,507 have
elrandy recelived land anl money exaeeding in valwe the wum of 60D

whioh mualor inoludes 8372 wha have received sllotments of 160 aores

ef the value of J1640. OFf thia last pumbder, under ths provicien that



il
preoluded the sppraisal of lamd "not to exossd (8.50 peX mcre™, 158
allottees recoived allotments in excess of 1,040, wush oxoees being
51600,69. ©Of the 15,704 persans enrslled wnder the oxiginal Creok
Agreament approved Mareh 1, 1901 (31 btat. L., 861) amt the upphe-
montsl Creek Agreement, approved June 30, 1902 (33 Stat. L., Bu0)
rvho wmmy be ¢slled "Agroement Indiana™, 11,263 of them Liave reosived
allotmenta of 160 noxes of leand of leun value than the atandard value
of {1,040, and additional payments, in warying smosunts, to ench, dut
totalling J1,8R6,653.00 will be required to egualise thelr allotuments
¢n the baaie of 300 as now suggested, mmd not 000 am preposed in
the bill,

Of the £P3) paraoma enrolled under the subseguent Acts of
Congress appraved March X, 1008 (88 stat. L., 17048) and April 26,
1506 (84 Stet. %, I87) who may be tersed "Jew hornu®, R858 of them
have regeived sllotmente of 16D aorew of land, but of lesr valne than
£po0, fTor whom 4t will toke 1,116,940 to bring their sllstments wp to
a2 valae of (800, anoh, thus making a tetal ampunt of (2,045,878 re-
‘quired to egqualize mll Creek mllotments to the value of <807 eash,
which amount oubtraoted from J3,885,084.70 of CreeX Trihal funde will
leave 8 balance of $904),481 available for ourrent Creek fridal ex-
penven. Howaver, I suggest thet of the 2,943,573 requirad to eguslise
8ll Cresk allotmenta te tho walue of 800, tiat [1,116,940 reqguired to
egualise the sllotments of “"nmew born” ochildren be set apart and with-
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hold from payment at this tiwme until 4t ie dotermined Judioinlly that
"new born” ohildren sre entitled equally with "agreement Inddans” to
have thelr nllotmenta oqualized upon the eamw bansis as "agreemont
Indigne”. If diatridbution be maede only to the "Agreoment Indiens” up-
on the bagle of (80D, as sugypested, and under the terms of this bill,
thare will remaln in the iresoury sufficiemt funde, 31,116,040, to
sngwayr an award of onusl amourt t9 "now hern” ahildren and & balance
of 941,401 to wmeet current Cresk tritel expensves. Lhe following

table will show the amomnts requirsd on the baste of Y800 instesd

of 900 ss proposed in the bill:

For 7,277 sitigene by blood 1,844,500
Yor 3,986 freednsn, 802 133

Total requlred for 11,283 oltisens
by blood end freedmen (exdluding

new horns) $1,826,623.00
Total rogquired for 2858 "new horna”

citizrng by blood ani freedmen, 1,116,940.00
Total requirsd for 14,181 "Agreement

Indinns"” mnd 2668 "new dorns". £,943,5Y5.00
Total) smount in Treasury, 3,888,06564.78
Balance for ourrent expenses, 941 ,481.00

The susation arisen as to whather the United Jtates guar-
anteed to nll Creok allotteen, inolunding the new born childrem, an
allotment of land of the standard valne eof $1,047, 88 olalaed by the
Cresk tribe.
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The originnl CreeX Agreenmunt with the vniﬁ.d States, nago-
tiated llaroh &, 190C, approved Meroh 1, 1901, ratified by the CreeX
Gounell May 25, 1901, snd proolaimel by the Preaident June 25, 1901,
Jeotion 8 thereof, (31 Stas. 7., 881) after providing for the ap-
praisal ol lands beloning o the Ureak trive of Indiens iz the In-

dinn Territory at thely truo yalus, exeluding only lawful Lmprove-

menta on lands In saostuad eultivation, provided further 1n Seation 8
therenf Loy an sllotment of nll tribal lenia smong the cificens of the
Craektribe a0 moy to give each an squal share of the whole in valuso, a8
nesarly ag say be in sanner agd follows
"Ona hundred and eixty sores of land walued st oix
dollare snd 11ty aconte par nore, ghall gonastitute the

staninrd valune of an elletment, and shall bs ths monsure
for the agorlisation of wvaluen.

The originsl Ureek Agreement wemined in foree adout one
yenr, when it was aupercedsad by the Supplemental Creek Azreemant ap-
avoved Jume 20, 1002 (BE stat. L., §00), whioh wan ratified by the
Orgek Fational Uounell on July £6, 1902, anmd proolaimsd by the “resi-
dont on Auguat 8, 1902, wharsoef fection 2 changed the method of ap-
pralgoment »f the lands at their true valus, ss provided in Zestion
2, of the orginal azraewnt, whickh wan amended %o read timt all lends
"shall be sprraiged a¥ not to excsed eix dollwrs and fifty conte pax

sore, excluding only lawful improvements on lznde in sotunl sultiva.
tion."”

Boation B of the Yuprlemental Agresnent amended parsgraph 8



-
of Joation B of the original sgreement to reed:
"If any aitimen seleot lands, the mprrafued value
Sher duntribution ot propabty or fands sf the 1rine until
:ilvggggrtgigégazglﬁggznzfgaivad lande and monays ayual
~ Oreok tribal offioimls sought the enactment by Congrens
of the Aet of Varch 8, 1996 (83 stat, 7., 1048), under which 2,099
minor children, both bdlood and fresdmen, bora after ey 25, 1901,
and prior te Marash 4, 106, and living on esid latter date, were
enrolled, ani the later ast of April 28, 1008 (34 Stat. 1., 13Y)
wnder which ware enrolled 8E) minor childéren, both blood and freoed-
men, living on Maroh 4, 3008, whoso pavents had boen enrelled, mak-
ing » tots)l enroliment of 2,920 new bora shiléren enrolled under the
sbove acte.

The Creek tridbal offioielms olafim that at the time they
gaughd the ensstnont by Congrees of the twy above sate enr->lliing the
new born ehlldron, they kad no ¥nowledge ¢f the axsat number of
Orank sereementn, nor of the amovunt of land alrsady sllotted to
them. Pelieving that thers would be a surplwe of unalletted tridal
1ondeg, and that all of thely ohildren were equally entitled ns al-
lottese, they mroviaht the ensotrent aof the abave sate errolling theiy
new born ahildren bhorn after ey 25, 1901 up te mé inelvdirg YVerch
4, 1908, nombering 2020 minor children, of whom 1,138 are Creok fresd-

mon new born minors. Had the enrollment been completed amd stepped with
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the enrolimmrd of minor ohildren living wm [ay 28, 1971, Thore would
have besn sufffelont lanis and tridtal funde to equalise nll allot-
monts on the basia of J1M), ao provided in the original and supple-
meninl agroementa, to the 18,784 persons enrolled under the orlginal
md sapplemental agraements.

An additional enrollaent of 8,930 new born wminer whildrem
uadsr the subesaquent avte of Uaroh 3, 1800 and April 26, 1328, pre
duced tha defislonay, 0f which tha Sreeks now somplain, anl charge
that the nitad Ataten 1a liable to make good the defielency, anl
a8k that Juriniledtion Le conferred upon the “eurt of Jlaine to hear
end determine whothoy the United ltates guamanteed that svery Creek
allottee, Inoluding rnaw born ohlldren, should have kn allotuent of
the etanderd value of 31,040, snd whether the United [tates is limbdle
to the ampunt of 18,008,878.17, reqmuired to eyualise all Creek allot-
ments oen tlat basie.

To getile the uautravax:w. whioh has sxisen at neveral ses-
siong of Jongreaw, I offer ro chbjection to o rofarsenee of the natter
to the Court of Jleinms for ad dlontion, anl as this $s s tridal and
not an individual oclaim, the Oresk Tridal Attomey, wle is oapedle,
should slone appeny on hehalf of the Creek tribe. I asugpest that the
worda" rinoipal Chief™ be inserted in lieun of the woxd "goveamor"
appearing in line 19, page 8, of the 3111, aw the proper designation
to be given the exeantive of the Creek lation, and that after the
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words “Ureek lintion”, apyesring mewr the beginming of ilne 20, page
2 of tha BI1L, thare be Ineorted thim languages "and the sttorney
Genpral #hull appese oa Lbeksll of 1he Covernment of the Unifed
Siates snd defens the sablien Lereln aunihorized®. § swggest further
hnt In i3eu of tie vords "subpequent agresxenta’, sppearing im line
Ve ioge 1 ol the B33, tharae be pubaiituteld the words "ithe mupploa-
mental Creek spresvent spire wd Jwie thlriteih, nineteen hnuiired
and Swo (Thilriy-twe “tatutom, yapge five hnna&aa)-

Inaprman re Jeetieon 34 of the Jroek Jgrecuant apjuoved
sarel 1, 3%0L (31 otat, L., 663) provided thet "the United Jianten
aghell pay all exyenses fnoldent to . , . allotuente of lend made
undor the yroviwtons 2f tle sgreowwnt, "It 19 bolleve thai (o ex-
penee of squalising Creek mlintmonts on o money bauis, whioh will
be in liem of land, should be horne by the United dimten, and 4t le
&ﬂ@gﬁﬂﬁ&@ thnt Imedinteldy after the figuran ﬁx,§¢w. soanryring in
1ine 6; page B of the Bill, there be inserted the following lenguage;
“snd ihe sum of 110,000 1 hereby appropriated out of any woneys in
the Inited States Tramwury net nthervise sppropristed te ray all the
expended inofdent to the equslization of VYresk sllotmentsy under this
provieion.”

To afford preper proteotion to rentricted sllotiesr from
inpovition, I sug eat that the bBLLL sa smended by sdding iberato

ths following:
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"Yhet ell gmymanta herewndey to Yestrioted VYreek
allettesn ohall he nnde by the United Btatesn Tndlen
supsrintendent, nien Agenay.\munkwﬁuw, Uklnbowe, wider the
aamy guporvislion na im now exarsieed evey the prrment of in-
Gividuml funis averuing Srom the sale of resivioted lendm
of rlloftane."
¥ith those anpgoested sendments, T urge the ensobment of
the 2111 into law. '
Vary truly yours,
(S4enadl 4. &. Jonow,

4-4-WI0 : Firnt Assiatant leoretary.
huolomxs §11EL8,

Hon. John 1. {tepheng,
Chalrmnn, Committes on Infien Affairs,

House of Heprozentatives.

It will be obsorved that anfter eguslising all of the allot-
menta 4n the Cresk Fution of both the "agreomant”™ and new born In-
dinng and froedmon thsras will still be lsfl in the Trensury of the
United Ttates to the orsdit of the “reek Hatfon, the mum of 941,461
sndl this sum will be grantly incrsaged by the sals of & few nllot-
mente, tracts of land and s nuuber of town lets remsining uneold in
the freel Tation.

‘1% 458 entimested 1t will regulre about {80,000 to pay the

running exponasse of the Croek Hntion wnti) the finel cettloment of
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the affairn of tte %ribe. This w11}l Ygave about L0000 409 4n oesh
and connlderehls rove thrn 2309, 000 worth of property to the credi
of the Creek Hation vhleh will he amaidersbly more than vil) he
noacsesry to pey the smornt thet will he fue to thnge Tndtens and
Froodrmn In the Orea¥ Ention who nipht bharorfier be admitted to the
rolls, even thouch rov ehonld sdndt nl) of the parsons anyore hap
avnr gontendad should be ninitéed.

I &n not think thet $¢ han ovar heen eontended Ly snyone
that rore then 200 Oroekn nre sntltled to onrollrent. "he Japertmont
rrnd 211 of the 18,7 Inflanes T repronent oontend that there are only
nhaut Y9, whooe nomes are contnined In the Lirt of 52 on the rolls of
the #ive 4wilised Tribes, vho on nosnunt cof ths antemntie eloeing of
the rolle wers not glven tims o bave Sheir sppliontions conridered
end 64 vho have dean 2iwnovercd sinoe by the Indime anéd the Tapnrt-
ment of ths Interior. TShould, bowever, tlhw contention of Ballingsr,
Bentley et ol., bo upheld and should the Yarmitieo determine to give
tham double the value of An rllotment, tha atandard valve of whioh
by tha amendment adonted by the Committes for the purposs of aqual-
ising allotments hew haen fixed at J800H. there wonld »t 111l be left
in the Tremsury moro thms 409,000, '

For yomra anl yonep tha Urasi Indlann have hean clamoring

for thia mers plttance af what Le concoedad to bae thelr own. It e

oanacially imnortant that this provision of the Indian enpropristion
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bill bs emmcted dnto law ot ¢hlu tlre in view ¢of the fueld tlet {or
four yonre wo have had orop Teuiluren in Jiiahomwe, se hee sleo boon
true Lk uout of tie weulorm sintes. she indlana whe wonli Us benw-
fieved by Luls geevielon huve, of couwrun, Vhe pooreel of Lle lenus
in ke Gresk Lation, which, on agowwnt of vhe gemeral ervp feilured
have resoived prsetimnlly nebivng Srom thelr Jend for s good wany
Jebre sad e now lo doutitute cireumatances.

Mappleeating the ctatenenty gontelned i e report of
the Apuigtent setretary of the Indorive end i duribeyr Jusilfioslien
of the megond vaendment proposud by Jonetor Uren snd sdopted by the
vemaltian on Indlen sffairs, I desire to euy that when $ho Creek
Indfuns sgreed o give wp shelr comvmuns) swbate in ile Ureox Jaticm
end wecept allietuenta of lxnfl in severally, they m&ia&wimxtm
agresmmt of the Joversnan® te disiribute eguully anong them NDeir
laonda. Phebbazr or net, testinienlly they ave now entitled §o be

paid out of the Proszmry of the United 3baten Lo Mﬂmma‘m Batweont "

the waluve of thoelr allotmonts as Lixed hy goverhmontal &ppmﬁiam
and thre atandord valus of nllotxmente of {1040, ap lying tha fande
now to Yholr areddt in the Creek Jation foxr swol gurpose Is dsbatydle
Tnt that avery momber of the Creek Tridha of Indiane helisve in gond
Juith that they would Ba peid by the Bovernmwent of the United Ztates
wuoh wua ma would squalice thelr ellotwonts upon o hasls of jig4D

sannet be aswssesaiully disputed.
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I nad dealdad, aftar Invoantigetlag the elaim of the Orenk
Indtana 4o 20 to Cangrasz 91th a srovinion anthorising tha direont

appropriation of Thia woney bud Insomioh aa It wos ballevead by a

A

nusbor of  Canadors and Jopransaen with whon £ &iﬁwﬁﬂﬂad the
mather that evoh logislabion eould not be mmeted, T hove aaked that
thoy eimpiy bWe plvan She »ight do sudethe Uniled States in hey own §
avrte Lo dotormine whethar or nob ¥ vreek ¥ation io legzlly on- i
t1%1led Yo reouver tho aueunt they sro olalning.
Cranting that 46 19 contandod by some of the leprerente- |
“ivon in Jongrens thal cur olein ig not & legnl one and thet 1t ia
beilaved By the 18,750 membore of the tribe that thmy lsyve o Llazal
clainm, 1t ocouvrs to me tlat the Jonate would be unfeir and unxeason-
gbie to deny Lhe ¥izht fe allow the vowrt of Dlaimu, reviewss by
the “upreme Jourt of the United Jtates, to detormine this sonbzoveray.
Mich metion wonld cumgert, in uy Judgemnt with right swpd juetice and
would bWe eporeved Ty the ;,w« coneglensus ol OYRLY . BT, imngxréﬁha
this aliuntion. | JERN b
L ghtll be plessed to Lave yeur approval of Lhepe provi-
plone of 4ha indian Spyproprimtlion PIIL.
FiLth greal rorregt, T beg o roomin,

Yory aine raly yourn,
f”‘?\

Dohag.

sstorney for the Craek Nation.




