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INSTRUGTIONS OF TR COMMITTER APPOINTED TO CONFERVWiTH THE

UNITRD STATRS SENATE COpITER.

3R IT RESOLVED by the NWational Council of the IMuskogee
Nation, that,

WHPR?AS A resolutlon was adopted bv the wational Council
and anproved oct, 19, 190b, in the following words, to-wit°-

"Re it remolved by the National Council of the Muskogee Nation,
That there be and B8 hereby created a Committee onAthe'part of
the luskoges or Creek Nation to be composed of the Principal
Chief, the President of the House of Kings, The Speaker of tﬁe
House of Warrlors and two members of the House of ¥Wings to be
appointed by the President thereof, and three members of the

Houge of Warriors, to be appointed by the Speaker thereof,: whose
duty shall be to meet and confer with the members of the Indian
Commlttee of the Congress of the "Tnlted States, Who.are to visit
the Indian Territory and to present to said Committsee such grieva:
ances oOr propositions ag the National Council may provide or
direct hy Resolution.,"

BE IT FURTHER RRSOLVED: - That,

WHERFAS, In pursuance 6f 8ald resolution, a Cormittes has
been created consisting of P. Porter, Principal Chisf, James
Smith, President of the House of Kings, Alec navis, Speaker 6f
the House of Warriors, Samiel J. Haynes, and George Cosar, mem-

bers of the House of Kings, and ®. B. Childers, J. H. Land, and

J. C. Johnson, members of the !Touse of W&rriors, Therefore, —— ~—™—

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That sald Committee on the part of
the ‘uskogee or Creek Nation are hereby dirscted to meet with the
gub-committes of the sanaie‘Committee on Indian Affairs of the
Unitad States to represent the (Creek people and present their
views and wishes with regard to the manner in which the Department
of the Interior is carrying into effect the provisions of the
original and supplemental agreements relative to the allotment

and distribution of the lands of the Creek Nation, especially wlith
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respect to the following phases of the work,
FIRST=-- THE ISSUANCE OF DERDS.

The agreament provides that all deeds to allotments shall
be delivered to fhe Allottees Dby the Principal Chief. This pro-
vision should be strictly complied with.

With the discontinuance of the Courts and the modification
of the legislative function of the Council, there is left bmt one

Department of our Government uni mpaired, which is the Executive

Department, and in order that no question may arise hereafter,

a8 to the valldity of deeds, or the authority for the issuance
and delivery thereof, and to the end that the great financial

and landed interest of ouk people may be brought to an orderly
and satisfactory.  setilement we should insist upon a full recog-
nition of the Authority and integrity of the Executive Department.
SECOND=~-MINORS AVD THCOMPRTHRNTS.

It was the understanding of the Creek people when the agree-
ment was ratified that the parents of minors or the nearest blood '
relatives of orphans should act as the legal as well as the nat-
ural guardian of such minors without being required to give bond
6r to account for their actions therein. They hRd lived under
and practiced that systen of unwritten law during their entire
history without scandal or need for innovation. The questioﬁ of

guardianship,of bonds,and accounting, fall mbst heavily upon the

full blood element of our country. The requirement of atto;pay's

1

services, court costs, premium on bands, notaries' fes, eté. con-
sume the greater portion of rents derived from minor's allotments. i
T.ands cannot be sold during the minobity of the allottees |
and the income from rents on the average allotment will but meager
1y support thexx minora. It is absolutely necessary that this
matter he taken into sarious consideration and that Congress be i
requested to enact a special law recognizing the rightfof parents
tb act as the legal as well as natural guardian of their chiidren,

inhampered and unencumbered by the usual requirements.



"is the ddyising of some plan or system by which our peop

THIRD==TIT SATR O TANDS.

e matter of greatest congern to our pacple at this time

receive the\ greatest benefit from the sale of their 1
A large nymber of our citizens are possessed lands béyond
their portion, bininheritance from deceased relgbives, or by
origihal allotment N _The absolute restrictionh upon the sale
of fhe allotment of a wortiom of oﬁr citizens and the complicated
machinery imposed upon thg sale of /lands of others, have operated
to the discouragenment of hon and gggg fide purchasers, and |
have created a rich harves d?“g{rQSponsible lessess, and un-

scrupuldus grafters 0 have acqulxed possessory rights to allot-

ments by the paymeEnt of nominal reht' g8 and by a sysgtem of sub-

leasing, which/are entangling the lands pf our pseople in such a

mesh.of legal complications*ﬁng'will také~\years to unravel.
should insist upon the enaciment of jugt and compre~

nsive law by which ready sales can he effected jnd the highest
price secured to our citizens.

FOURTH-=APPRAISEMENT OF IMPROVEMENTS,

The Agreement provides that citizens who own improvements
on lands in excess of thelr proportionate share should be paid
for such improvemenits at an appraised valuation, or else should
receive rent dn such excess holding in lieu of the value of such
improﬁements. The delay:in making appraisemants of such improve=-
ments is resulting in a great deal of loss annually to a number
of our citizéns, and we should insist that the‘appraisémght should
be completed at once, and that all sﬁch matteré-ahouli.be speedily
and finally adjustsd.
FIFTH--FINAL SETILEMENT,

The roll of citizenship should be closed and finally com-

- pleted at as early a date as possible, in order that a full and

final distfibution and settlerent of the land and money interests -
of the Nation may be effected before the crganization of the new

gtate of Oklahoma, and the merging of the Creek people into the
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common ciltizenghin of the New State,

SIXtTH--REIMBURSEMENT OF MONWEY,

The fgreement with the government pfovides that néfmbniéa
shall be paid out of the Creek funds without an appropriaton bY
the vational Council and that 211 allotment of lands and distri-

rbﬁtioﬁ‘of‘moniqs and the winding up of affairs of the Creek peo-
jple ghall be aécamplished without anf exgehsé-to ths Creek people,
abutfpn the contrary Tena of Thousands of Dollars of Creek Funds
 ha§a baen expended under the direction of the Interior Lepartment

;without the approprlation of the Creek Council and in violation

.of the terms of the Creek Agresment. The Committee should insist

3upoﬁ & full accounting and reimbursement t6 the Natbon of all

*. Creek ¥unds expended without authority of law and all expemditures

incurred by the (Creek Nation incident to the issuance of deeds 1o
allotments and town lots and for a keeping of records of the
same. _ N o

The Committes ig fﬁrther authorized and'direéted.td.pfeséﬁt
and insist upon such other matters and remedial legislation as
may appeal to them during their confarence with the sald Senate
Cormittee with a view of arriving at a satisfactory understanding
and settlement of all matters and things as will conduce to the
betterment of the conditions of the Creek people and the falr
and just settlament and termination of the relations subsisting
betwesn the Creek Wation and the Tnited States.

Adopted Liov. 2, 1908,
After striking out all of gection three (3).

S o e
Sam Grayson, Sam J. Haynes,
Clerk. President,House of Kings.

concurred in Nov., 3, 1906,

#ildred Childers, Alex pavis,
Clerk. Speaker, House of Wurrlors.

P, Porter,
Principal Chief.
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