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( WESTERN UNION TEIEGRAM)

Kinta Indian Territory 2rIvxmksxxxx January 2 1905,

To The President of the United StatR.E6
Washington D. C.

We the undersigned citi7,ens nf the Choot ,),vi ''aticn desire to

protezt again3t the appointment of J. George Wright to succeed himself

a Insp ,.3ctor fr the	 Territory.

'His official conduct has been altogether unsatisfactory and

not in harmony with the 'best interest of the Choctaw Peopl.

We havo no confidence in. h:NI inteErfty or c,ompetency a insrc,1

to for niviiized

0•0110.0.11.

S 	



RALLS' RECORD

F.McAl,ster,I.T.„Jan.2,1905.

The Indian Citizen:
I pointed out,in my last article,of Dec.19,1904,the motive

that prompted Rails to assail the Citizenship Court in the allowance

of half the. anntrae"*-t-,t e 411e:ittorne;r1 who rerreeented the two

Nations in the fierce contest that raged for five years in eemoving

faaudulert court-claimants from toe citizenship rolls. 	 I stated

that the records of the citizenchip court revealed shameless conduct

on the part of the claimants,and that tne public must be left to

judt, e ahether or not Rails was a partner in the crime. It is not

attempted here to give the whole story,but it Jill appear in serial

form.
Rails talks glibly about a "square deal" and having given

the Choctaws and Chickasaws a ft ehristmas present".	 Let us see about

this!	 from nis earliest connection with citizenship matters he 'as

been against tie Choctaw and Chickasaw reople. Ve has not only had

move cases perhaps than any- other one man,but he has had the norst

cases.	 In the trial of his cases before the Cltizenship Court he

has been uncovered in a way that should cause any man having the

least spark of self-respect to flee the country.

The records of the Citizenship Court are public records

and subject to inspection by anybody.	 Let us look at a few of his

cases,and see if he has dealt a"square deal",and if he is entitled

to gratitude for having bestowed a"Christman present"upon the Choc-

taw and Chica*aa

--ITM - case of '1-.11.D1144ant,et al,vs Choctaw and Chickan

Nations is No.8,on tae South McAlester docket. 	 In this case the

applicant and their ancestors had always borne t' , e name of Duren.

They changed their names to Durant. 	 Certain marriage licenses were

filed as evidence and in them the name 'DUREN' was changed to 'DURAITT'

This was forgery of the boldest and most outrageous character. It

was not only forgery l but clumsy forgery,since an examination of the

face of the papers showed clearly what had been done. 	 Whoever did
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this violated the criminal laws of tee country,aud i f: justice had

been applied the bars would have closed over him. 	 Rails was the	 1

attorney in this case,and the aTTlicahts were admitted by Judge

Clayton.	 It is only necessary to read the opinion of the Citizen-

ship C curt to show whet w ?3,s done and attempted in the case. Was

tit a"square deal" ,and did ealis Live the Choctaws ad Chickasaws

a"Christmas Preeent Veen he procured t-e admisrion of these people

I next refer to the case cf iirarn Lancaster,et

on the c4 .McAlester docket. In that case the testimony taken before

the Citizenship Ceult showed that the aeplicatD sent to Mississippi

and took affidavits for use before the United Slates Court which

were ralse t and which he knew to be false. 	 Yet teey 'ere filed as

evidence in the case and judgment was rendered upon teem. 	 The ex-

planation of the arelicant,lhen asked why he did not correct the

affidavits Nhieh he knew to be false, ,asas foilowo:"My health was

baci. O.J0 geather not,tne tie short and my means gefe limited."

Rails vas the attorney in this case and the judgment which he pro

cured derived the Choctaws and Chi.ckasems of many thousands of dol-

lars of tribal prop rty.	 Was this a "square deal' or a "Christmas

present"?
Anoth e r case which illustrates the proclivities of Rails

as a "square dealer" and a "Christmas present"diver l is the case of

Eliza A.Alexander,'Io.86,on the South TrcUester docket. Rails 'as

the attorney in the case and filed the petition in tile Choctaw and

Chickasaw Citizenship Court.	 The attorneys for the 7Tationo,leerning

the character of the case set about exposing it.	 They went to the
•

t at	 of "1 j za A . Al
•

statement that neither she nor any of the members of her family were

Indians or ever claimed to be,and that she had no knowledge cf the

fact that her daughter and family had been adjudged Choctaw Indians.

Arried with this statement tee attorneys for the Nations awaited the

day of trial.	 Rails did not appear,hut permitted his client,a poor

old iLnorant country Roman to face the ordeal. 	 When confronted

with h r mother's statement I she broke down completely and in open

court abandoned her claim entirely. 	 Yet ,with Rails as her attorney,
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she and her family,more than a score in number,were admitted to

citizenship by Judge Clayton. 	 Hoy does this case harmonize with

Rails idea of a n square deal" and Christmas present".

In the trial of cams before Judge Clayton and 'Judge

Toahsend l halk hod as his able assistants,eertain n etarding witnecceb"

chief amore horn were Lie Celbert and SEtm Perry ,colored. Upon their
• 400,

testimcmy hundred o"Ter sons relreseeted	 irere ednified to

citizenship and property of the iriLes cf the value of millions of

dolirrs taken awPy.

When Lice Colbert vias brou-ght into the Citizenship Court

he testified cheerfully that 7enry F.Focte,(one of the Judges of

the Citizenship Ccert) was a prominent Chickasaw Indian in Uississippi

and a candidate for Governor before the emigration of the Chickasaws

west; that he h'd a daughter who married a man named Brevitt,(the

stenographer  of the Citizenship Court).

Farm Perr: was brought into the Citizenship Cot) t,and when

confrented with more than a score of affidavits which he had made in

cases b efore Jud,e Clayton and Judge Townsend l he broke down complete-

ly,and it was thereby conclusively demonstrated to the satisfaction

of everybody that he .vas a falsifier and p c.)rjurer,and th e t it would

require several ordinary lives in a penitentiary to satisfy the

judgments he richly merited.

Sam Perry	 Lige Colbert mere Rails' main-otays in the

trial of his citizenship cases. 7(.3 had others who !ray be termed

lesser lights.	 They show .with less uolume,yet Mith equal brilliancy

in point of their accomplish nlents as falsifiers and 'p•(.17:1-rs. in
-	 z_ 	-

t	 ---TeenetmeaTea-g-Sie Xemp,Joe Freeman and Joe Nelson.	 410001w

ith the records of the Citizenship Court subj e ct to the

inspection of everybody,showing the perpetration of things shocking

to common decency,it is curious that this man Rails should continue

to stir.	 The only explanation possible is the t he is utterly

lacking in self-respect,and tint he agrees with all of us that his

reputation as a citizenship lawyer in all the term implies,in the

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations l is so well known that it IA cannot

he added to or taken from.
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In conclusion it may be proper to suijgest that Rails erred

in not getting so f tie one to rrepare his statement for publication.

Tt ilPS been appropriately said someahere l "th . it fools will enter

iihere Angels dare totread".	 The triter is responsible and isit
the sole author of all that appeara_over his siEnsture and ift1.11s*

mould stick his small head in the fire before he would whisper the

epi thet " drunken prevaricator" in 0, hear ing

The records quoted and yet to be quoted are as conclusive

as human testimony can be. Rails is not in a position Kit to demand.

a "square deal" or to recklessly deprive himself of 4540,000.00 as

a "Christmas present."



D.C.W CURTAIN .	 E .P. HI LL.

Tinircin
KaravEro,

$uixt SitfAittex-,111 . T.

jan.,30,1905.

c ov.Green Mcnurtain,
Kinta,Ind.Ty.

'f
ear Gir:

The court took up the probate docket at Poteau Friday, the 28th inst.,

and we apoeared as counsel for the minors in the pending cases.

The matter or the .!Betsey Holmes estate and administration was called

up by us, but counsel for Henry Cooper announced that they were not

ready, consequently the matter went over until some future time. How-

ever, after explaining to the court that the land had been filed upon

and that there was nothin g to administer, the court instructed counsel

for Cooper to inform him that he could not take possession of the land

unde r the vacation appointment. The juOire also informed C000e 's coun-

sel that ir it developed on proof that the land had been filed upon, as

set up in our protest, he would promptly revoke C000er's vacation ap-)oin

ment. We hove no doubt but what the appointment will_ be revoked when-

e-e r there is a hearin g had, but as opY)osin g counsel announced that

they were not ready for a trial the matter had to 70 over.	 We in-

structed qampson Wade just to no adviad in his nossssion, as Cooper

could not attempt to take possession under the direction of the court,

as above stated.	 The question of heirship and a right to inherit is a

matter that can not be determined in a proceeding like this, but must

come up on a regular action to try title. Eazzie Martin will have to

bring ejectment proceedin gs against Sampson Wade if she wants to assert

whatever ri ghts she claims to inherit. The case mill then be settled

on proof.



Gov.Green McCurtain--2.

The court announced some very wholesome doctrines concernin g matters

of leases, in fact, his announcement brought forth many inquiries from

persons who had clients interested in leased lands. The Judge declared

that	 would follow the law both in s pirit and in letter; some of

those present were inclined to think that the 7udge's declaration to

require str i ct compliance with the statute would work a very great

hardship in many cases. The Jud_ge takes the position that a white man

who has cone on a p lace of his own accord and improved it and made him

a farm has no rig,ht to it under a lease contract that he qubsequently

enters into 'kith some Indian to allot it; he went so far as to say the

white man didn't have any right to the improvements, that he put them

on the place at his peril, and that he could not remove them, but that

they became a part of the realty and went with the allotment. Fe also

says that all contracts for leases o f minors' lands must be accompanied

by a good and sufficient bond to the guardian made by the lessee,- that

he will not approve any lease contract in the absence of such bond.

Many of the lawyers present were disposed to take issue with the judFe

on this, but a reading of the statute soon showed that .the Judge was

cor r ect in his views.

We p.,re inrormed that the re hmre been some two or threi3 hundred cases

filed at Antlers since the last term of court. One hundred and twenty

of these cases were filed, so we arc advised, by one Lunsford who, we

think is an attorney in the general employ of Thomas 73116as., of Tal-

ihina. uowever, we shall look into all cases that have been filed re-

gardl . ss of by :rho) they are filed.

Yo rs truly,

DC1,1
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE,

UNION AGENCY

Muskogee, Indian Territory, February 4, 1905.

Honorable Green McCurtain,

Principal Chief Choctaw Nation,

Kinta, Indian Territory.

Sir:-

Further replying to your request of "r)ecember 20, 1904,

that the Indian Police might be sent to Byars, Indian Territory,

to investigate the complaint of Toe Williamson, of Palmer, Indian

Terriory, charging that one Gillette had intimidated the Miss-

issippi-Choctaws to such an extent that they have left their

allotments through great fear of bodily harm to themselves, you

are advised that in compliance with your request I dispatched an

Indian Policeman to Byars, Indian Territory, for the purpose of

making the investigation suggested.

I quote you all of that portion of his report referring

to the matters under consideration:

" I went to Byars, I. T. on the 27th in compliance with
your order on the 15th inst to go to Byars, I. T. and inter-
view those people as to being intimidated by one Gillette. I
visited 7ealy Ewings house in the neighborhood that is occupied
by those Mississippi Choctaws and asked them personally if they
had been threatened or intimidated in any way by Yr. Gillette and
they all answered no that he(Gillette) had new said anything



out of the way to them. I find them living on their allotments
and doing fairly well. I find that some of them have raised
from one to seven bales of cotton themselves besides corn and
other stuff.

As to those people being run off of their allotments
by fear of being hu t or harmed in amj way by Gillette or any
one else is not true. They are home ard on their allotments
and living in fairly comfortable houses.

I respectfully submit this as my report."

Very respectfully,

r-n
-4,

United States Indian gent.

VG



Peb .20 1905.;
141 0 4

Honorable W.H.Ansley,

c/o Metropolitan H tpl,Washington
•

;
I am in receipt of 'your -letter of . the 17th inst,enclosing

resolution introduced by Mr Stephens which creates a Corgi
,_t

for. thel., purpose of investizating the accounts and ineieb
,•'	 ".	 '''''''	 ---,,:.g.* 	 - ,:,.	 ,.::

the various Nations of the 21:ye Tribps, I mal..7$Oi:1,711,7„:„:70,-_=,
• .

record as opposing t; is resolution *while . I • am-not . .zotirt in

vesigation of the various amounts appropriate,* dr, thë alnera
• •A 

eparee •t c
-J•••!

•

e rea,090-t	 vtit "it ops up
ni"ar  

• -4P41nst the Indian
'

ta.,,htiore rdnderitiP
h.•

opportunity to present Iliiir

Tribes. ,t.:14\-.., -i4 4 would,	 otd

noserviT6"ihdt4ier

Council under by administrEo.'01pn,r;,it -I a,ra not-,

nkfit prop.

an evenue fur al.i'.80e„:

anything that haspeen done:

the ,bill ,;u8ht to be	 P /t0,4

:spurious 'plaims,and it might haTen sec• ure ,t,,hereby a favorable

port thereon. -I have written Mansfield McMurray & Cornich,,1n this

mail in which r nave Stated substantially the- obj ,ectton4. here written.*
/	 ,	 , _	 ..-.t	 ,	 •

*I hope -you isii11 do what you can to Convince thetommitti;that it

ought not to pass this resolution no it impose:3*a cost upon the

Indians that /they 'should not be called iipon to Hoping that-.

you may ,sue/peed'  indefeating the same ,I am,'

Yours truly,

Pr in. .Chief C.N.



D.C.NIC•CURTAIN.	 E.P. HILL.

gin-rtain &
Karciver5,

S'catt4	 trr, 3. T.

March 18,1905.

Gov. green McCurtain,
Kinta,Ind.Ty.

Dear Father:

I am just in receipt of your letter of this date,statinr- that

Gov.Johnston refuses t o let the patent be copied; that the patents

are in the immediate possession of Rosenwinkel in Mansfield,McMur-

ray & Cornish's office, and that Rosenwinkel is arreeable to my

taking the patents, provided I take a few of them at a time,etc.

This is the exact condition that I have all along feared,--

that there would be objection from Mansfield,McMurray & Cornish,

as there will always be to any matter with which I have any con-

cern.	 It is well enough for then to say, or have it said, that

Gov.,Tohnston objects, and that the patents are under the immediate

control . of Rosenwinkel or some other; but that decieves none but

the uninitiated. In accepting the employment of this company I

positively refused to bind myself to transact any business with

the Chickasaw Nation, for the reason that I know its complete dom-

ination. 1, therefore, undertook the work only after a presen-

tation to you of the matters involved.

I can see how qov.Johnsten could perhaps object to cooies be-

inn- made of the patents coming under his immediate jurisdiction,

that is, patents that will have to be delivered by him; this ob-

jection he could make with or without reason for it, and it would

be just as e ffective, for he is sup T)osed to have control of the
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Gov.McCurtain---2.

patents for the purpose of delivery. 7;ut how he can control, or

through Rosenwinkel in Tansfield,71cHurray & Cornish's office con-

trol,the Choctaw Nation patents, is a matter which I must confess

is entirely beyond my understanding. Hov Rosenwinkel in Mansfield,

MciJurray & Cornish's of fice has acquired, any control of these pat-

:al, either Choctaw or Chickasaw, I mean lawful control, I

can not understand. The law is very Plain in its langua ge re-

garding the transmission and custody of these patents, and unless

the law is susceptible o f a construction that doesn't appear in

print, Rosenwinkel in Mansfield,MeNurray & Cornish's office has no

right to the /Possession of these patents whatever,-- they belong

in the executive offices of the two nations, and nowhere else.

Unless you can control the patents belonging to Choctaw citizen,

and will permit me to make copies of them, I feel that I must de-

cline the employment offered, for I do not want to undertake a ser-

vice which I can not well perform.	 I would, therefore, earnestly

request that you direct that all patents to Choctaw citizens be re-

turned to your o ffice, the place of their proper custody. This

done, I can take Welishear and make copies of those patents right

in your own office, in fact, I would not desire to take them from

under your immediate control and supervision for a moment. I hope

you will consider this matter in the light of , the su77estions here

made, and accommodate me to this extent.

Tly little girl is improving very much now.

Let me hear from you.

DCM

Your

Die treat this letter as strictl y personal



Yarch 26,1905.

vg-

1Tonorable 0.Geore Wrikht,

United States IfIdian Inspector,

Mu3kotLee t Indian T3rritory.

Sir:--

I notice,throu6h press reports,that t as United States In-

spector for the Indian Territory t iou have served notice upon the

delinquent cattle owners in the Choctaw Nation tARt after April 1,

1905,ail cattle on which taxes have not been paid will 1)e removed

from the limits of the Choctaw Nation;and that District inspectors

and Police wiil have positive instructions not to receive delin-

cuent taxes to avoid the removal of tile cattle.

As the Chief Executive of the Choctaw "Nation I am very

much interested in the collection of the cattle tax on a basis that

is safc,economieftl	 just to both th4 l!ation and t_e tax-rayr)r.

I desire to respectfu_lay sweat that the plan you have outlined

does -2ot commend itself as saf,economical or just to either the

' efltion or the taxpayer.	 The object of the law wq,s;first,to derive

a revenue. Evcry means was to Ile exhausted to Clio end. Palling

in this,as a last resort, he cattle were to Ile driven from the limits

of the Nation.	 The law safs l explicitly,th:tt the taxes shall e

*due and payable on demand n l and I respectfully submit that the pub-

lished notice already referred to is not the demand as contemplated

by the Act.	 It occurs to me that only where delinquent tax-payers

flatly refuse to con.ply vlth the law either in the presence of the
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Inspector or by written commnication should force be used in the

removal of the cattle. While the showing made last year a q s not up

to exT'ectationsvit was a preliminary cork that mould have rendered

the tank much easier durin t, the present year.	 The past exreriance

of tie Choctaw  Iition in the attempt to remove cattle unlawfully

held here has been one of e,re-lt difficoA/ l enormous axpenseo.nd fruit-

less in results .	 I therefor most respectfully ur, e a modification

of tie Instructions to tne District Inspectors in order that the

Insiectors may visit the taxpayers in person and made the demand

as in my opinion is contemplated by the law and that only those

ho positivly refuse to comply with its rrovisions 1')e inflicted

ith i's penalty.

Respectfully submitted.

'Pr in .Chief C.T:.



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

UNITED STATES INDIAN INSPECTOR
FOR

D 11299-1905.	 INDIAN TERRITORY,

Mulc-3kogee, Ind. T_, March 31, 1905.

1,r n. nlson,

National Secretary Choctaw Nation,

Fort Towson, Ind. T.

For your information I beg to quote you the following re-

cent instructions from the Dep artment with reference, to submission

of Acts of the Tribal Councils in Indian Territory:-

"You are advised that the President desires the words
'Executive Mansion' be stricken from the certificate of the
litional Secretary, and that the words 'White House' be used
in lieu thereof. It is also the wish of the President that
all the papers attached to the Act, including the Act itself,
Precede the certificate of the National Secretary. The cer-
tificate should, therefore, be next to the jacket.

You are requested to advise the tribal authorities of
the different nations of the President's desiros and to re-
quest them to comply therewith."

I have to respectfully request that you give the necessary

instructions that the above suuestions may be followed.

Very respectfully,

U. S. Indininsrector
'..X. (CER)	 for Indian Territory.
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J. W. EVERIDGE,
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FORM 115. 80909

POSTAL TELEGRAPH-CABLE COMPANY,
OFFICE OF !MANAGER.

At&-i.isor. Kars Ap ril 25th,1905

Hon•Green M Curtain

ChoctawhieChiefChotaw 7-tion.

Pear

Referring to

patent sent my wifo,Mrs.Jennie Me eks t specifying Lot 2 Block 3 --

I carhot see how they took half or morn of the lard from us,wh i ch we

bought from Capt W.A• Welch,papers for same I have in my possession

sr.cifying property known as the Fuller place---it extends thrice

the distance of a lot t and even if they were cut in lots,why	 am

I cut out of all the land but 1 lot?

I can g r, t tha dimensions of this ground easil y if you can have this

adjusted for me--7

The garden spot to this place sets to . the North of it l and I cannot

see why I was not given Lots 2 3 and 4 if there was enough ground

for it,but under no circumstances could t be cut down to one lot
i

Tbs title being made to my wife was all ri'-ht,I did not care an y-

 about that,7,ut I do want what I 'tour7ht from Capt Welch .rd

hope you will see into this for me	 0

I was formerly employed on Prisco at engal l Pnel tho nenot rTal.,tno

warm in the summer was why we always ived in that shack--hence I

aft .lrwards bought it

Kindly answer at your convenience

Yours very truly
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Sincerely yours,

Editor In 'an Citizen.

Atoka, Ind.Ter., May as tOe•

aS*.Green MoCurtain,
Governor Obootaw Nation,

Kinta, Indian Territory.
Dear sir:—

I have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of your very
kind letter of April 27.

I note all that you have to say and am very grateful
indeed for the kindly sentiments expressed. The most that I can
say is that I will use my best endeavors toward the attainment of
the high standard that has been set.

I will take great pleasure in meeting your secretary,
Mr.P.S.Lester. 	 and hope that he will soon favor us with a visit.

Again thanking you, I beg to remain



ezeediv.	 te. e`ehekte/A:ito.
•	 •	 • /,	 ?tfilCVlez,	 lte

rots, Inlfan Territory,	 y 13,

Thy Coulaidsion to the	 Tril)a:d

us'‘o 8 e, Italian erri t's,r;

Sirs

am in rcocipt of Au? let ter-	 .y 1, 1

trans:al tting a copy of 0.a opinion b j . Lhe at,s5istan;

("enaral	 thy; interior .T)e i . artnsit dtttil. anu;-ry	 , 13%,

whida ha hell trait p..tant3 to al	 Choctaw and

alickaAvr at ions should b • appri-Jv	 by the Ce.oratary uf tL

Interior before delivery to allotteao	 'Thu also state

tifa	 by th. 7acr-tc3.ri	 0{

latter Nated k:rti 2 7	 rnuest th:

of tn.,: Choct-Ivi anil Chickasaw !Twat:tons to rat t-n, or air royal

by him, patents to l	 in the r_11-.,o(Ita,w an y	..-.A10/13

when t s-..:y shall hive been executed.

The thole sv.bj aot hi been oaref	 off: si.ler

me , in Jon:fa:dm:a	 Houorat1-3	 a 1Mo:-

of the	 i	 'IL on and it sfaz cur beTila..., ant i1 the r_.-

ceipt of ,,,ro\--(r	 tLlat the .3karin

-71?-41 of our 1:ocition ia t.o.s yrer.iees.

On c ...MOOT/ 12, 19 1J, 	 amt7is.ti. th a CerInItary o: the

Interior as fcl*Low.:,:

r'he Sri L "..A.so ,Atives icaro c.: of ao 14.w (..ath5rizin;:
aucn	 anti they see no
te	 not be At/Siva:nal t allott/	 itc _or:1-4,no-a with
existing lam.

No thine. h.as tranai.ir	 sine: 3 the tranzaiQsion of

such zoirxtun.Loation exeept the pr',.mtilaution cf the o .ctnion of



Lr As e	 torro.,	 t	 Int	 r
ab
abuv referrd to, aind

	 :rin ait iiid

 rrj furtner ii	 .; upon	 ;rr..p	 (4,11s tr ..4.1tion of

ing 1aw3 7:-A-errain the exer—ition ;aid

tte Jhoataw and ahick,Asaw	 e4..acra	 way

u4..atiairiad so, opinion ? ze....,1-1	 order —	 ,jou may he adrizad

or our cir j.wti relat re thereto,	 i 3 irizt°1 :.. brief- 6d t them

it	 311 y the eali Assiztant Atturiv .4enzril

t,14.3"it

"1—t; :1'.4a4t stra f.,c 	 Jiceb ;:iat (?..;pr,•;6;1y
1-1Aa	 rri,.ickii3tilwi for approveml of

.	 :•
3	 irlitary

	

0 ‘; td,o, a, ad C'T:	 ;f;.;.:43aw „Zi„, t

	

r, the infer,..tiacej	 t lA	 js	 r.

oc)C OriU.: That	 ,	 - _we r	 -,	 the

	

ttt haf4 a renr rsioliar,y	 lands
to, tnk4,.t	 adettout 4 by the oxiief 

	

befcn re de:livery !,o	 :tees,

	

timt the revecsiorkt.v t.-1..1e of t	 Std,t
6nould

Third; .' -1.ett it i$ .11.....:.6ary tn.:it pa..tnt 3 7, baftre
their ,7!.) .3CV1 t• -ion and k:4-a -ii7ery to aLi „Dttetc3 1 sAykiiii . c

	,ort7.—...r,-;, for	 3	 1.11111!-	 1	 Jrrors,
trIer	 ra the:	 ..ouTi., '. eSU Lad	 a,1t ' : -: 6.1),(1 al., i r °Ai ad by
t.:1 e retry

Answering the first 1.r _	 hioiva to elf.y

thkkt tie lo	 ileire it o .t.41..	 e..4C O 	 airita.ined

that the	 Ihteri'.)r	 91.4	 reserv,A.r of all

power, hilti Utiv still h its d,411	 40,JA-ir

6..A.0.4it that •pe.....i.fL;ly tiri /say by	 ..4L .3.	 If this

true Ex la,ws wot.A.I. be neole.:aardi to Confer1,4-ilver upon the



3

Secrdtary,	 .	 t tr	 tnc	 io.ad 411 *tit. 01 4. A )

.4...‘ 4,J	 o 'whe y	 C4i)i 	 ur	 i jr4 th C

ux.,-3rk; i	 4.) ril,}	 p o	 wai	 L2 i3lfl by

provisions of .14 \	fit urc in tat	 a 1..

been exp ex) tad that	 brou1i a, ov a patents t 	 T

the	 taw	 aw Alai nu 1 	 uii home ba..?n so

stated in *-,he f`.4.-I 	.t• the 1	 i BILL -	 •

l'en 3W	 1.11 F, .41e esdeond	 tiOU	 ribtrie 	 ta ZAN

that we a,.) not (..1.,:ew it rthces;:saxy in	 •	 ti inquire

whether ur net the	 cr:It/en t	 ) in -..rne 1.a.14i4.3 or th.

Choc t.--t.fi• arid hiik	 re	 vri ar, 	 -„ c.1	 t refer ti to

	

AS i	 t A.	 .3,jr	 Ii i t
	 4

,-Jr any other inter..;s1,	 t, .	 el in a.t.:=	 raa,,K,

existing law Avi.i1 �,dEc	 ir 4 tkno gove	 nt z.t

tatits to	 a in the Ch0c.tcisc ft-nd Chi ..-.a.S.C.141

are hoin,7 dA.c4 t 	 Larie	 rt. ,,.sior.,s

Atolcm AgrLk-, –	 3.,	 fit:....ry Irent iiiki	 t;

Ac ts 0/* ,30jytal083
arvaaa0.40..,

	

uly 1. 9 1902,	 .fln.	 -;+ 0 4 onveying

is Of	 fr Wit) rribt	 !tie K1	 ,e,13 of

and it is bound	 ,:xe- • in t -	 ivay z	 w arz.

i-eby„ If Com_	 nati t el t tnat	 U d wn1un ti;

rumen t rnisht 	 in the _aria s t;ho al a re bn ecirri ey tItti

it would hairs made specific pr o'; Aclun the./ .for. If tn.qa

ovttrnrsent an04.1d herfd	 itiL intArst	 ttv sl onicry



or o t.hartwi s a in our	 natal/ 	 I	 oul t

wilLing to kiV such intdA^4.4 t .;orirdydd	 41-4 pz

ov al of a. abitit t	 I le	 ,

ni office anfi. wi thcitt 4rij 4itt.	 4.	 14,..

POWer to COnVey avri,y su	 inter 	 of

iLt en t of the Unitti Sta ttis 	 f tridy exist	 u	 no	 fkAind

to axis t nor coinOU1 ri try o	 c issod

straindd cons truc tions.

Suide t.:4114 ..drti 4 aXprt.:1,1:_A b 	 tne A s s	 t At :,orney

General tbat	 ilatdnts thus axdcutJ ri	 no	 ()ride/ ri.41_.

titiu to 1-nth.	 U?cIn	 „Join	 e fe,71	 t. (IV ,:.,.0

-11411 wd	 as w)IL eis	 z!'44	 1.4,..-!1.4

ri	 nt,	 4.X.4tai ;rt	 14.1	 •;.: 0 I' Ian() e	 !Lc: jia

axisti:g	 s kat treiutfries 3.'t.t3t	 I •	 i	 •	 0

in iii: 	 I I, ion •	 to

that thdr	 is	 r za.i..nly no G	 an +.sior, ',pork o 	 pv.st .itatt

	

t4nts al-AG:Ali not bd Qe.tsdiit y 	 iU ria C WO 	 and

ail orrors avoi‘idd b ore eAtst4	 • iv y t0 L Lu	 ..•47)

it AS Lu b' proet4ca'24 tnmt

	

JO! tiu1.1a	 apstni

us by i.ite (r ow 1.-wasill,	 rsjoi-	 ‘1 V

arifUy oxidan ual	 3 cup mewl	 tri tr	 r -

of aItttfltb Etna al I_ 41 ors diimiln eci	 •	 p

nor should i t h	 •onuswil iiosr	 artdr Lr1t pcd:Coari4

	

Lo UB oy t .(13 wow ra, 4(1 t a r r,eprt.gdent	 ,teve no

	

oxamain,,o tinti. Q d 	 it z r _ au 9
	 t

tV	 V:, 0 orsii

contain C
	 a.	 *Avirl *I
	

they c	 f'or
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they should still cont.t.till	 #11,eir trati 4-r of"

Indian Territory to 'Washington, 1 hJre trer	 of

allotments and their formal tas in

the Secretary's offic .„:. cannot he a1i to 7-..rin q, ioatt :a

desire1 examination ) coral/ al./son and elimination of errors.

The Chief Executives of the C-7oct :_lyv and Chickcasaw

are more anxiou2 if posbible, thLIS t•Ila gov-raftent l e represeri-

tativi.s, that patents be corn...3ct; and	 .r tmrnctiscin

to us arf.-! 'before exeolticn	 ?rrors

ow: lisc or, red , eitier by	 or b:r the L	 re-

sentatives , we shall gladly co-cperate 1:1j returning the pat-

ents to be re-drawn, in order '.r.at sirs •rron3

r.ated.

It was zu+7 ;ssst•d in some f-nser i)ei.L.trtnten.t.1

poniance that the Sec.:1*k.,...tery Jhould	 Zoct-tvi	 1 3-,icAri-

S	 patentz for ',b. r.Jason that it. j proviJed in

meritary Acrement that the Co ia:icri to tr, 2ive CirJ -1

Tribes aLall rleor, tr.del4

T"e provision irt the Sur, 1 .ffrent&try

which refernoe is made is as -:ol'owg:

"Ai) pktmts to al ottnents
anal,	 e r ..ried ifl tia t ic - of	 . ,)fl .o
the	 nations in Ir.–I-its
apl.)ropriate for tn-t burros., .416.;14,..	 t440  
shal.1 271142 	PaYiztn	 a3..1

A :to 
expenho to :le grantee,
like effect ae other pubii; revorue."

The provision in the Atoz,	 r

rJforti 	 a fol/owo:



"The Unitei Stii.tes s:rat.11 ro'vida by 1Pw .Thr
1;ropar record of	 c.len	 4-,1 ties 	 	 2.	 (T.: 	 ocol.441.ed

1)Y the Choctaw aii	 flew tritef.-4-

It thus cl .,,tarly a : : :earri *rat •-,ha

lementary A;:7,re:.raf..nt aho'r and. P irst ( !uot..,a w inter

to be a temporary one and to 'be -Iftilioteu only 424:‘,14. -.  cr r` ess

should see fit to ocapli with the obligatlo4 c:or.t....-nt;d in the

Atoku Agreement "by pro.r iding for	 r ,ic z . of I rind t	 J6

"in th- terri I cry co	 b'r

tribe6".

This obli, f ation C;ongrese ha,s

On February 1C), 1903 th::r3	 a....4,ro4ati an Act of Cz;ritre,..,

the title of which	 a& four s:

	

"An Act proy idi:.- f or th re)co i of d•J	 and
other .7.on7-...y.anoee t4r1 in gt:..uzants	 hri	 I!
Territory ,n fcr other	 -Jses."

	Init. Act Aivicter. th::.	 .lan Te: • itory into

inr; districts ant nh.i.kf.s, it tna titity of the Clcr‘s	 tkle

Unit4d	 Courts. • r rioconi la	 crcianto

provisions of liansfield , s Dt	 t J *

	

la 	 o .ftr Ava nsa

"instruments of writinc of or .-cnctarni .T.c.	ids teneiLlntz,

gocdo of ohat--.1ea" it tha In /Art Ttirritory, nnd it is l'il:C-

ther pro'rided tivit such rellor.s	 rah,.	 in 914. re r i

is	 etr ct where tha lame or o	 ere r• ty ar	 fed.

It tr. fore appear that the tewordry p: vision 4ettrAndu

in the SupplemiJntary Ag ra sr 	 preorilim7 tor the reeordirr.

patents by tha Courtieeian to the Five

no 1 onl ar in lffect; and thR th l ' nose i 4---at all. "ins-

truments of or concernino: lance"	 I,ty the



C1erits of the United States Courts in tl-e r4coriing (11,-)triJts

where the lands are located.

The provisions of existinq law with ref:3ri-tc;: to

th execution and delivery o f patents	 the Gt7tosf A e autivem

of the) Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations is morria trry.	 Ve

a duty to perfom ae well as other public offici
	

Ear! w f!,!

feel that it is not unr,t1.sonable to say -0.at rre ara	 ln.x-

ious es other public o f ficials 4 0 perform

of us in strict convornitv to law.

Ws.) arc unable to underethnl why it is coritervill

that the Secretary of th P Interior shoulo a i.,prove patents

to .4.11ottees in the Choc.:t'w and Chioicatotx Nations, 	 it

hat" never 1,e3n suggested that %le p hould Ppprov ,ht.tnt, to

town lots in tie Clloct.w and Miit.:kesew Vatiore.

which v,,Tre. set apart for town sites att 	 s,lrae la vvis "wit

apart for allotteen. They -A-sre acq.iired b. the tree at

the same tine and in the me way ani }viva	 h	 them

bier the "me terms and conlitions.	 Thy	 -e	 t,spert for

town site€ under the provisions of the cane levee $7/4 tr-aties

that p,, ov. rn the p f-ttir ? &kart o siio trent,.	 ti::•"14

Ghoutaw and fkklielkes--sw Litionsi and pat '1 t• to 11441)'

town 30ts. ,kere executed ern .loilivlred	 lct park-0.14*er, ewer

the saxti lays and treaties	 oatsrts are) to to	 ,3tcute rl end

(Jell-cored to allOtteeen. It is true Chet eetAal

of town lot patents have barn rade 17) the 5foverrust • s r3p ra-

eRntativs,	 r.” examinatten 9: 801 ion 51 0 + the 1,34p1 ►10-



mentery krreement (Act of July 1, 1902) w111 cthow that it was

the duty of	 Foaoutivialy of th.1 Cnootaw ard Chinkslaw

Nations to execute and "deliver to purchasers of raid tote"

the patent therefor, are i t. could hsv,1 bean successfully

maintained that the actual .j :;l 	 should hav4

by the Chief Executives. 	 Since however, it	 iotauF^*est A

that the patents Ile transmitted to Watetinr-!ton for a;-)iroval,

the question o** delivery war3 not raised. 	 It m ,-;ty be 'Vito('

that the reasons now existingfor the aelivery of patents

direct to allotteee did not exist in connection with town

lot patents, 9 inoo they did not --o to citizens of the Nations,

exnept in rare instances.	 It certainly c,;e:'ot. be rapintRinqC

that the failurti of :,he Chief 111\eoutives + o insist .4t,ton tho

delivery by them or town lot pkAtents 	 the ef4 ct of

chanT4n7 the "Ip w with r' f- 	 to the delivery	 Tiotrent

patents end confer upon the S .3crathry of t ill Interior du al -'re

not confert--.0.	 lot !":y lAw.

We -olie #04.6 WA ) U 	 a t	 ,er

1111 tion upon our pi4rt to mieettior	 exir•Le•, by

o f the Interior of WI poser ra-L/ct in -ir 1, y 11 ,', nor +.o

confuf, ortfri l, srrass the won( 0-+' the -ovtiti	 t o f` theme Unit ei

State; in connection wi o•-.	 .4'"*"rf..

The realorded his + nry of fy lr roa sttiocr, with to-te

Toirftrrirent o f the Unitoo S $ *tes thrnoi. ho ►l' t h e pv,,,t

years, whil	 I l'inirg) bean	 IT IA I	 th,,-	 N

and Dowa as H. Sohn?! •	 VAN s te-tn Gov; rror of tl.ta a 1



of no f-hin7 to do "1-.. ,7*. to :),..11•?.?:1 áp ctat.

r	 not avr and ("hill. asitiw N t

tents in accordarne t	 th.

—

W resplctfully ark t i-. ,t re b ., a171

e-ns t	 p rerr r

Wo stoull r

10.

^	 alio 4-"Ant (ley''-)
	 '	 - op	 •	 t4 'es

rii	 +,r4-3 -4— '1)e rurninvIed	 purpo-

in ord.3r that re may nake pr*Iration for +1- • .1- , A..

execlitton pni delivery of: tl- e /lan ai, if ':.1,.r1-77'r:ed,	 and i

no t	 rfrh1 , in orrier that we may he d efin tf-q r ad- 17.19ed

the atii tude lf the 1/..rartm t with r erw-	 tre, o

ena,b7.3 I to .7	 ourselvei actoorci -

v-

n•••••n

p?i	 e, taw	 t ion.
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'PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

vussion to the Five Civilized Tribes.

The Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes is this day directed by the Sec etary of the

Interior to ut31	 ice that all patents to allotments to citizens_ and freedmen of the

ins delivered by the Principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation and

Nation without.;: the. approval of the Secretary of the Interior,

MISSION to .1* forwarded to the Secretary of the

MMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES,

MS BIXBY,

- Chairman.



RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

lommission to the Five Civilized Tribes.

-tt

The Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes is this day directed by the Secretary of the

Interior to give public notice that, all patents to allotments to citizens and freedmen of the

octal and Clikkiii:Pations delivered by the Principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation and

.Nation without the approval of the Secretary of the Interior,

170 TUE .C.OkMISSION to .1.3e forwarded to the Secretary of the

THE COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES,

TAMS BIXBY,

Chairman.
Muskogee, Indian Territory,

May 24th, 1905.

Governor o

MUST BE It Es

Interior for



(COPY)

D.C.27159-1905.

DART= OF TFE INTTEIaR,

Direct.	 WASHINGTON.

ITD-6072-1905.

L R S

The Co mission to the Five Civilized Tribes,

7uskogee, Indian Territory.

Gentleken:

There is enclosed copy of the opinion of the Attorney-

General, dated 7 ''au 22, 1905, relative to the duty of the

Secretary to approve Choctaw and Chickasaw allotment patents in

order that the title to the allotted lands nay be properly

vested in the allottee.

The Department •)nfirms its telegram to you dated

May 23, 1905, as follows:

kttorney General, on the twenty-second instant, rendered
an opinion that the Secretary of the Interior is authorized to
approve allotment patents in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations,
and that his approval is essential to constitute them a trans-
fer of such title as was intended by Congress to be vested in la
the allottees, and also that a copy of his opinion had been
transmitted to each clerk in t'le United States Court in the
Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations for his information and guidance.
The Department will see that the allottees receive said patents
duly executed and approved by the Secretary.	 If the tribal
executives fail to observe said opinion wire Department im-
mediately.	 AdUise tribal executives, their attorneys, and
Insnector 7right.	 Letter follows.

Should the Principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation and

the Governor of the Chickasaw Nation still insist that the

rvv

:qv 24, 1905.



Secretary is not authorized to approve said patents and refuse

to return patents executed 1)y them to you for transmission to

the Department to be properly approved, you will advise Vie

Department by wire when you will be further instructed in the

pr emises.

Respectfully,

(917ned) E. A. Hitchcock,

Secretary.



(COPY)

• W T.

56652.	 IMP ,r2"*.r.'tT OF' J'USTIC

Irim.thington, D. •

May 22, 1905.

Me Secretary of the Interior.

I have received your letter of the thireenth in-

stnt, statin that, RS you are advised, the principal Chief of

the	 .taw Tation and the Governor of the Chickasaw Nation

refuse	 return to you for approval allotment patents executed

by them In pursuance of the provisions of the Act of Congress

of T,Jne 21, 189 (30 Stats. 495, 507) and you therefore request.

opinion upon the question whether -; rou arc authorized to

approve such patents.

The Act	 referred. to,ratified an agreement

with the ChoctaT .,; , and Chickasaw Nations, which provided:

"Tha,, as soon as practice:hie, after the completion of said
allotments, the principal chief of the Choctaw Nation and the
Governor of the Chickasaw 7Tation shall jointly execute, under
their hands and the seals of the respective nations, and de-
liver to each of the said allottees, patents, conveying to hit
all the rif-ht, title, and Interest of the Choctaws and .Ohic%..
asaws In a,nd to the lan;1, which ;hl liave been allotted to. him
in conformity with the rep.lir farents of this agreement, except-
In all coal and asphalt in or under said land. 	 Said...patents.•
shall be .frwled in accordance with the proviSions
ment, and shall embrace th.7 lan. allotted to-104*h p*ObttWand___,....
no other land, and the acceptance of his patents by such al-	 -
lottee shall he operatilre as an assent on his part to the
allotment and conveyance of all thelands o the Choctaws and.
Chickasaws  in accordance with the provlons of this w7eeraent,
and as a ra invishment of all his right, title, and interest
in and to any and all parts the reof except th land yg Embraced
in said patents, except also his interest in the proceeds of
all lands, coal and asphalt herein exc,:ryted fr. Or! all 0 traen ."



That Act also contains these provision:

(Scotian 11) "When such allotnent of the lands of
any tribe has boon by tiara comleted said °omission
shall rake a full report thereof to the Secretary of the
Interior for his aprrryval."

(Section, 12). " nat when r ort of allotments of
lands of any tribe shall be 71ad s.! to the Seerotary of the
Interior, as hereinbefore provided, h shall Asa* a ripcord
thereof, and when he shall confirm such allotmen* 
allottees shall renain in peaceable and undistutb,
session thereof, subject to the provilions of th1s'A4,i0

3ecretary 13 also authorized by this Act (Section 15)

to approve the alrpra13ernt of town lots 2 and, in case of di,

agr•enent, to fix the value thereof, which lots mau not be sold

until after such ' approval, and then not for less than their

appraised. value .unless he consonts to the reduced price; the

rolls of citizenship are not final until approved b7/ .the Sec-

r.,1f.,ary (Section 21); he is authorized (Section 13) to provide

rules and regulations in regard .to the leasing of oil, coal and

asphalt and other minerals In the Territory. mad to rake leas

therefor and. may reduo or advance royaltleo on coal and

asphalt (Section 29) when deemed for the be t interests of tir

Choctaws and Chickasavis.

Theacreement with ese Indians which was ratified by the

1902 (32	 641) refeira (SectionAct of Conere 33 of July

2	 and 30) to „-=; approval of the enroilrentAtisonal

by you; authorizes (Sect ion 14) the sale, under rules and rec

uiations to be prescribed by you, of thf residue of lands not
k.1

therein resorted or ,iisposed of; you are authorized (section 48

to make rules and regulations with reference to the pkfment of

compensat-ton for Improvements upon tracts of land set aside for

ThE



town site purposes; the jurisdiction of town-site commissions

extends only to such town sites a5 you may desiznate (Section

50); municipal corporations are authorized (Section 55) to

issue bonds and borrow money, with your approval  for the *W

struction of sewer, water works and school houses; you are

directed (Section 53) to a5cortain what lands. are prino4pally

vaThable on account of deposits of coal and asphalt, and to

reserve sanlo from allotment; patents convoying coal or asphalt

lands, oxecuted by the chief executivos of the tribes, receive

your approval (Section r)3); a tract of lano, not exceeding 640

acres, in and about the village of Sulphur, is to be selected

and reserved by you (Section 64); paymnts of mney in connec-

tion with allotnents arc to be :made under your diroction (Sec-

tion 72); and other authority is conferred upon you (Sections

33, 39, 49).

The Act of Congresu of 7ebruary 25, 1903 ; (32 Stats. 854-

891) maes an appropriation in the following terms:

"Vol- pay of one clerk., to be appointed by the Secre-
tary of the Interior, to sin ; undsr the direction of the
Sccretary, in his name and for him, his approval of al/
tribal deeds to allotteas and deeds for town lots made and
axeouted according to law, for any of the Five Civilized
Tribes of Indians in the Indian Territory, one thousand .
two hundred dollars to be immediatelo," available,"

This provision has bean continued in a subsequAttt *Oro-

priatIon ac; (33 Stat. 631, 669),

The Ack, of Congress of July 26, 1892 (27 Sta;., 272),

provides for the recording, in the office of the Corgis oner

of Indian Affairs, of deeds executed by Indiana.

The secretary of the Interior is charged with the super-

vision of the public businous relating to the public lands and



•

to the Indians (R.1,7e —ion 441) and pat;ents conveying public

lands are prepared and recorded in the Interior Department.

(R.S. Sections 44(-451).

You state in your letter ) that:
a 

"The practice of the Department relative to the Creek
and Cherokee deeds or patents has bean to approve the same,
after execution by the tribale ...y:ocutives, ad then return
the deed3 to the (omission to the . Five CivOlzet TrAbegs
with directions to record the deeds and trlitieult ti ot46 to
the Executives of the Tribns for delivery V theft to the
allotteea.	 It was the intention of the Department to)
adopt thp szle procedure with regard to the Checittiwit—,
Chickasaws and the delay in ccanpleting the evidence 01',
title ha3 1Jeen occasioned by the failure of the tribal
authorities to return to ti Commission the patents when
executed by then,"

You do not state Aillethc3r or not it would be practicable to

secure an execution of these patents by such tribal chiefs

without 1.J...owing them to pass out of the possession of the

Commission.
'V? 4

It is to be observed that, by the express provisions of

the above-mentioned agrenrent, confirmed by the ac ., of 1198,

the patents to '(le execilted by the heads of the resrecti7e na-

tions, convey no more than the right, title and interest of the

Indians.

The act, however, seems to contemplate the civing to the

allottees of a more complete title than that held by the tr4be.

It provides (section 29):

"That all the lands within' the Indfttn:.1***00!.
belonL:Ing to tlic Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians shall be
allotted to the nutnbers of said tribes so as to 6Ive to
each member of these tribes so far a3 possible a fair and
equal share thereof . .	 . 

"All the lands allotted shall he nontaxable vAllie the
title remains in the original allottee, but not to exceed
twenty-on  years fron the date of patent, and each

 shall select from his allotment a homestead of one
hundred and sixty acres, for which he shall have a zeparate
patent, and which shall be inalienable for twenty-one years
from date of patent .	 and the remainder of the lands



allotted to said nembers shall be alienable . • one-
fourth, in one year, one-fourth in throe years, and the
balance of said alienable lands in five yonrs from the
date of patent."

Under troa..4 with the Choctaws and Ohlemsaws, o June

22, 1855 (11 .") .tats. 611, (312), the reversionary Interest of the

United Itates in the lands is recognized, and It might well he

contended, therefore, that In the absence of any action in

addition to the execution of patents by the tribal au . !rities,

thore would be n transfer of the interest of the GO1ri73rnent 14

the land, and that such a conveyance Is necessary to carry out

the provisions of the Act of 1198.

In view of the broad and general powers conferred upon the

Secretary of the Interior in relation to the public lands and

Indian Arfairs, and the comprehensive supervision epre6s1y

given to him, by the acts of 1898 and 19. 02 concerning the mat-

ters therein dealt with, considered in connection with the con-

tem-oraneous and subsequent statutory indications of CongresS

signal intent, I cannot conceive that Congress, in confirming

the aEreement recited in the Act of 1898, above quoted, which

contains In_ It3olf nothing inconsistent with the necessity .Tor

an approval of the patents by you, intended a course should ho

pursued in this instance different frori your practice in matters

of this nature.	 -4,416,WWWIM

T m, therefore, of opinion that you are authorized to

approve the patents in question, and that your approval Is es-

sential to constitute thorn a transfer of such a title as was

intended by the legislation In question to be vested, in the

allottees.

I •



1

.6—

You request ) second, that if I a of the opinion which

lAavo above expressed ) appropriate instructions be civen to the

recordin6 officers in the Choctaw and. Chickasaw Nations,

The Act of 1902 provides (Section 661-774NOt,

"All patontis to allotments  of land, *hen execute
shall be recorded In the office of the CampalsOtn to
Five Civilized Tribes until such tine as Congress  shall
hake other suitable provisions for record of land titles."

By an Act of :Pebruary 19 ) 1903 (32 Stats. 841), Congress

has provided that "the clerk or deputy clerk of the ttnite44

States court In Indian Territory &hali be exofficio recorder

for his district' and that:

"It shall he the duty of each clerk or deputy clerk
of such court 'J.) record . . • 211 deeds, mortgages, . . •
and. other instrunents of writInc of or concerning lands)
tenements ) goods, or chattels"

have caused a copy of this opinion to be tranumitted to

each of such clerks, located in the Choctaw and Chickasaw

Nations, for his information and guidance,

Respectfully,

W. Y. Moody,

Attorney General.
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Guth?ie, Ok., Lay 30, 1905.

Governor Green FcCu2tain,

Principal Chief Choctaw Nation.

ydear

Ne– spape_. reports, which may be fithout foundation, allege that

you favor turning over une Chocta coal lands to the coming state for

school purposes. I woull be pleased to print your views at length unon

subje':t. May I a6k you to send a statem ent to me at Guthrie for

use in The Star.	 Inv:ould be under many obligations t,o you.

Very truly yo-Irs,

s
Staff CorresPondent.



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
WASHINGTON.	 FM.S•

I.T.D.
5709-1905.	 -June 22, 1905.
5711-1905.

Honorable Green McCurtain,

Principal Chief, Choctaw Nation,

Kinta, Ind. Ter.

Sir:-

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your

communication, dated June 19, 1905, which has been handed to

me by your son, Ur. D. C. McCurtain, who you state is your

personal representative to confer with me concerning the

delivery of Choctaw patents. Your son has also handed me

your telegram to him, dated the 21st instant, in which you

state -

After full conference with Governor Johnson agreed
that Secretary approve patents after signed by us.

Said telegram bears the following endorsement:

In the matter of transmission of the patents, it
is Governor McCurtain's request that the patents be sent
direct to him for signature and when approved by the Secretary,
that the patents be sent direct to him from the office of the
Dawes Commission for delivery.

(Signed)	 Green McCurtain,
by D. C. McCurtain.

I have no objection to the request made by you

through your son, and have to advise you that the Dawes Com-



2.

mission will be directed to transmit the patents, when pre-

pared, direct to you by special messenger, and after the

patents have been signed by you, they will be transmitted by

the messenger of the Dawes Commission to Governor Johnson,

and when signed by him, the messenger will return then to the

Dawes Commission to be forwarded to the Department for the

approval of the Secretary, through the Commissioner of Indian

Affairs and when approved by the Secretary, will be returned

to the Dawes Commission to be recorded, and after recording

the Commission will send the patents for allotments to Choctaws

by messenger to you for delivery to the allottees, and in

like manner will transmit to the Governor of the Chickasaw

Nation for delivery to the Chickasaw allottees.

I am especially gratified at the spirit manifested

in your letter of June 19, 1905, handed me by your son, and

I am also pleased to know that your action, and the action of

Governor Johnson, is due in no small degree to the excellent

advice given you by your son, whom the Department has favorably

known as the Representative of the Choctaw 'Nation here at the

Capitol.

Respectfully,

Secretary.
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July 13,1905.

Mrs Alice Lewis,

Wynn e od,I .TT.

adar, :

I am in rcocipt of your lettcr of tie 10t1r.

reference to the admintstratotship of the es-,-.ate of your ;randfather

asil Winlock,and have this day forwarded car_ie to MoCur` 	 1-1111

of S.McAlester ,andinstructed them to aJvice yoz; tho stepo it will

be necessary for you to take in the matter.

Your s truly,



July 13,1905.

Honorable P.C.McCurtain,

2,1.11cAlester,I.T.

I anclose herewlth a lott-r from A1i2e lewis,of Wynnewood

wit.a rL,feren3e to tie administratorship of the estate of her I:rand-

fataer,Basil Winlock l to which I wish you aould make appropriate

roly,advising her what steps are nceessar:,r.

Your father,



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

COMMISSIONER TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES.

Muskocee, Indian Territory, July 15, 1905.

Honorable Green McCurtain,

Principal Ch i ef, Crnoctaw :';ation

Kinta, Indian Territory.

Dear Sir:

Reeipt is hereby acknowledged of the return by express

of the following patents to Choctaw and Chickasaw citizens which

have heretofore been executed by the Principal Chief of the

Choctaw Nation and the Governor of the Chickasaw Nation;

if	 It	
"
	 ),534 to enjamin J. Spring.

"
II

I,

"
II

,611
612

to
to

Green McCurtain.
Katie McCurtain.

II It It 626 to Ellis Bohanan.
II

"
tt 1628 to Simpson Bohanan.

tt II 11 1-640 to Cora McCurtain.
vl II tf p 641 to ----ertha McCurtain.
, 9 II II z642 tc Lester McCurtain.
It It II .657 to Siney Spring.
I I tt It c658 to Solomon Spring.
n tt

" ,660 to David J. Spring.
/I II I. 1.-1693 to Rufus Winlock.
II .1 n k 243.5 to Washington Colbert.
rt It !t to Mils Colbert.
ft tt It p 2435 t o Elias Colbert.
TI II It '2437 to Jincy Colbert
If It II 1-2439 to Sim Jones.
I I VI It

1,2440 to Nancy Jones.
i-3 1 84 to Amos Henry.
i-3185 to Arian Henry.
I-3186 to Alexander Henr:T.
V3 1 87 to Roosevelt Henry.

tt	 Rt	 tt k3760 to Levi Billy.
ft	 " A-3761 to Winn&e BA?ly.

"0763 to Hagan Johnson.

Homestead patent No. t 522 to Lue Conser.



Honestad patent No. `3764 to Rhoda Johnson.
" t37 r 5 to Laura Johnson.

k376 1i to Lorena Johnson.

	

tt	 tt v3781 to Pennie winlock.
• t- ,47.89 to Kirby Cooper.

Of	 tf	 1-4190 to Dora Coo;')er
it	 • 1,4313 to Yelson Benton.

v 4314 to Phoebe Benton.
ti	 ft v4334	 Harrison Hitcher.
tt 	 tt v4391 to Adaline Allen.

v4588 to Joshua Yotah.
• v4726 to John Colbert.

ot	 k4894 to Davis S. Noah.
ft 

k 4895 to MargaretVI 

v4896 to Alfred Noah.
• v489 .7 to Ioabelle Noah.

ft	 tt	 tt 
k 4898 to Irena E. Noah.

	

It	 n t 4899 to Sophia Boa':.
tt 

	

it	 ,-4900 to Webster E. Noah.
0 4901 to Seth J). Noah.

tt	 • 6 4902 to Robert Lee Noah.
• v 5135 to Irpson Jones.ft

	v5142 to Davis Mist-amahtubbee.
tt	 tt 1,5143 to Wynie Mishanahtubbee.

tt	 tr	 tt

It

v6012 to Sina Bond.
If	 ft 1,6013 to Florence Bono.

Er	 tr A-6014 to May Bond.ft

6015 to Pennett F. Bond.
ft 4-6016 to Wallace Bond.
 P-6020 to Alice Conser.

Allotment	 4-385 to Lue Conser.
91	 1442 to Green McCurtain.

'443 to Katie MoCurtain.
ft	 k460 to Cora McCurtain.

i 461 to Bertha McCurtain.
t 462 to Lester McCurtain.

• kll39 to Rusf sJs Winlock.ft

V1730 to Mis Colbert.
2300 t o Amos Henry.
2302 to Arian Henry.

K2303 to AleyRnaer Henry.
" A-2304 to Roosevelt :clenry.

ft

tt

ft

It

tt



ate lotion.

Resnectfilly

-3-

Allotment patent No.,- 2707 to Rhoda Johnson.
/2709 to Laura Johnson.
'2720 to Bennie Winlook.
i-3007 to Kirby Cooper.
'3008 to Dora Cooper.

If	 4.3605 to Impson Jones.
'4609 to Davis Mishamahtubbee.

You are advised that the alcove patents will be forwarded

to to Secretaryof the Interior for consideration ano appronri-

Commis3ioner.
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Detroit House of Correction.	 Detroit, Mich.,	 	 1905.

Do not Come to visit Prisoners on Sundays or Holidays.
Parties corresponding with prisoners must observe carefully the following directions, viz: Write plainly in English. Do not interline—put but one line of

writing on each ruled line Confine yourself strictly to family and business matters. In directing letters put prisoner's name plainly on envelope. In sending
papers use stamps enough to insure delivery. Write nothing on newspapers except name. Daily papers are not admitted. All letters and papers are closely
examined. Prisoners can write but once in four weeks, and can see relatives NOT OFTENER than ONCE in four weeks. No food, tobacco or wearing apparel sent
to prisoners will be admitted. No criminal news will be admitted under any circumstances.

MIIMn

Put full address of your letter HERE; give Town, County and State.
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