
PLEASE DISTRIBUTE

TO THE

CHICKASAW

PEOPLE.

A few plain reasons why the Choctaws and Chick-

asaws should vote to ratify the Agreement

made at Atoka, :Indian Territory, between their

Government and the United States, at the•

coming August Election as amended by Con-

gress.



ALLOTMENT OF LANDS.
The allotment of your lands is perhaps the most im-

portant part of your local affairs.

CURTIS LAW.
Under the Curtis law your lands will be alloted by a com-

mission all of whom will be citizens of the .U'ilited States
you will have no say or voice in the matter and when
alloted, you will have nothing, but a claim, you will
have no title no more than you have now. Should you
find yourself land poor, as many of you doubtless will,
you must remain so, for you can't sell a foot of it. The
title will lemain in all the Indians and United States
under the Curtis law, as it is called, all leases for your
valuable Coal Oil, Asphalt or other mineral will be made
by the Secretary of the Interior, he may be a good man
and he may not, they are changed every four years and
many times much oftener, frequently every few months, he
may be Bill Jones to day and Bill Smith tomorrow, you
will never know. The rate of Royalty fixed by him
at his pleasure.

TOWN SITES.
Under the Curtis law your town first to be incor-

porated. A town Commission is to be created, the town
to be represented on said Commission, the Commission
to lay out the town and appraise the lots; should they
fail to agree on the value of any lot then the Secretary
of the Interior to fix it. Owners of improvement allowed
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to purchase any and all lots at 50 cents on the dollar
of their appraised value, ten months after appraisment
owner of the improvements may purchase, and in two
months pay 10 per cent of the 50 per cent, and in six
months 15 per cent more, balance in three annual in-
stallments, all money on town lots to be paid into the
Treasury of the United States to stand as a tender to the
tribe, the tribe can take it or not This is little less than
direct confiscation and an insult to a free people, and
ought not to be tolerated. It will be observed that under
the Curtis law all money arising from the sale if town
lots and Royalty on minerals goes to the tribe, no excep
tion made, now if the Freedman are enrolled as citizens
and lands alloted to them as such, we ask, are they not
members of the tribe and as such members entitled
to their share of the money derived from that source?

JURISDICTION.
Under the Curtis law if an Indian citizen is indicted in

the United States court in the Territory for homicide
(killing any person) he must stay and stand his trial
though local prejudice may be very great, not so under
the agreement

CONTINUANCE OF INDIAN GOVERNMENTS
Under the Curtis law your Governments are at the

mercy of Congress may be wiped out in a day and a
Territoral Government established over you. The
President would appoint a Governor. Secretary of
State authorize the election of a Territorial Legislature
by all the people then your troubles would begin and all
kinds of annoyances to you would follow. No wise and
prudent Choctaw or Chickasaw will want this law. But
you will have it unless you ratify the agreement as
amended by Congress. Having pointed out some of the
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objections to the Curtis law as it is called, I will with your
permission try to show some of the advantages the late
agreement as amended by Congress will be to you if
ratified.

AGREEMENT AS AMENDED.

ALLOTMENT.

The allotment of your lands as stated before is the
most important question of all your local affairs.

Under the agreement each nation is to have a represen-
tative of its own on the Commission to make the allot-
ment to you so you will have some voice in that import-
ant work, the grading and appraisment of the lands for
allotment is the very basis of a fair and just allotment
and when so alloted it will be permanent. When completed
the executives of the two nations are required by their
deed under the seal of their respective tribes to con-
vey to each allotee a full and perfect title to his or her
allotment then you will know what is yours. In taking
allotment each person will take 160 acres covering his or
her house and improvements as a homestead this much
cannot be sold for 21 years from date of Patent, after that
time expires you can sell or not as you like the
balance may be sold by allottee if of age and otherwise
competent for a fair price to be paid as follows: -14- in one
year after date of patent, -± in three years, and balance in
five years after Patent, this you may do or not as you
like in all cases of sale a fair price must be paid. And
under the agreement allotments are to be made to orphans
convicts and incompetents this is not provided for at all
in the Curtis law, each allottee is to be placed in actual
possession of his allotment and all objectionable
persons to the allottee removed therefrom. The Govern-
ment of the United States to pay all expenses.

et
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TOWN SITES.

Under the agreement the Towns in each nation are to
be laid off and plated by a Commission, each Nation to
have one member of its own on that Commission to guard
the Nation's interest. This Commission will appraise the
lots, less the improvements, the owner of the improve-
ments may purchase one resident lct and one business
lot at 50 cents on the appraised value, all other lots to be
sold at 62.1 cents of the appraised value, the money aris-
ing from the sale of all town lots to be paid into the Uni-
ted States Treasury for the use of the Indians (Freedmen
excepted). Under the Curtis law it will go to the Tribe,
Freedmen and all when lots are sold, at end of one year
all money to be paid out to the Indians per Capita by an
officer of the United States.

COAL OIL, ASPHALT, ETC.
Under the agreement all Coal Oil, Asphalt or other

mineral to be reserved from allotment and to be leased
for a royalty under the supervision of two trustees, one to
be appointed by the President upon the recommendation
of the Principle Chief of the Choctaw Nation, the other to
be appointed by the President upon the recommendation
of the Governor of the Chickasaw Nation, each to give
bond for the faithful performance of his duty; to be re
moved by the President for cause, rate of royalty is fixed
in the agreement, this most valuable property to be re-
served and money -collected by these two trustees and
paid into the Treasury of the United States to be used to
educate Choctaw and Chickasaw children by blood, no
Freedmen in it. The Curtis Law gives it to the Tribe,
Freedmen and all.

This magnificent property will produce revenue enough
to educate most thoroughly every Choctaw and Chicka



saw child now born or that may be born for twenty years
or more, thereby fit them to compete with all persons in
the great race of life, it is too good to loose.

JURISDICTION.
Under the Curtis law if an Indian is indicted in the

United States Court for homicide (killing any person) he
must stay and be tried in that Court although great local
prejudice may exist there against him, but under the
agreement if so indicted he can file his affidavit with the
clerk of the Court to the effect that he cannot get a fair
trial in that Court then the Court is bound to send his
case to the United States Court at Fort Smith, Arkansas,
or Paris, Texas, for trial. This is much better than the
Curtis law for the Indian.

CONTINUANCE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT.
Under the Curtis law your Governments are at the mer-

cy of Congress; can wipe you out in a day. Under the
agreement they must stand for 8 years and perhaps long-
er, until you are ready to come in as a state of the Union
and thereby dodge the perplexities of a Territorial Gov-
ernment. It is plainly seen that the intention of the
United States is that with changed conditions as this
agreement will mike that there will be no necessity for
further change until the tribes are all ready for statehood.

BALANCE OF LEASED DISTRICT.

The Curtis law makes no provisions whatever for the
settlement and payment to the Choctaw and Chickasaw
nations for this large amount of country, that leaves you
just where you are and have been for a long time; does
not prepose to pay a cent for it, while under the agree
ment as amended by Congress binds the Government of
the United States, if ratified, to appropriate and pay the
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Choctaw and Chickasaw Nation for all the balance of the
leased district, amounting to over three million acres at
the price fixed by the Court in the case now pending in
the Court wherein the Choctaws and Chickasaws have
sued the Wichitas and the United States for their in-
terest in the Wichita reservation, this case has been fully
and ably argued for the Choctaws and Chickasaws and
while the decision has not been formerly rendered, it is
well understood at Washington that the Court will sustain
the title of the Choctaws and Chickasaws to that reserva-
tion, that will add several million dollars to the treasury
of the two nations, and unless you ratify the agreement
you get nothing.

CHICKASAW FREEDMEN.
Under the language both in the Amendment to the

agreement ani the Curtis law some good honest
Chickasaws may mis-construe or misunderstand the
meaning and object of Congress. Congress in both cases
only intend that the alloting agents should allot to the
negro the 40 acres of land for him to keep an d hold un-
til his right to it was legally settled because if the
alloting agents were to go ahead and allot all the
land to the Indians before it was decided that the negro
was entitled to the 40 acres or not there would be no land
left for him, the language in both_ the Curtis law and the
agreement are exactly the same and the legal effect of
both are exactly the same, so it is a case ot six of one
and a half dozen of the other, and there is no reason why
any Chickasaw should vote against the ratification of
the agreement on that account and don't let that question
scare you off. Congress cannot give the negro a title to a
foot of Chickasaw land if they were to try, for no legislative
power on earth, Congress not excepted, can take either
private or public lands from one man and give it to anoth-     
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er, such an act would be in direct conflict
with the United States Constitution which declares "That
no person shall be deprived of life, liberty or property with-
out due process of law." Legislative or corporate power
may condem either public or private property for public
use but not for private use, for instance congress can
grant to Rail-roads the right of way through your coun-
try to run and operate there roads. Congress
don't attempt to give them titles only allot them
the use of it fr the public good. In the present case the
freedmen claim 40 acres of land each under the treaty of
1866, the Chickasaw nation disputes their claim, there is no
tribunal on earth that can settle that issue but the Courts
or the parties themselves, that is what courts are created
for, to settle rights of property between persons that
can't and won't agree themselves. Some may take up
the notion that if you ratify the agreement that you
adopt the negro, no greater mistake could be made. To
ratify the agreement will do no such thing. Think,
what do you ratify? simply an admendment to the
agreement to authorize the alloting agents when they
go to allot to give the negro 40 acres to keep and
hold until his legal right to it can be settled, that is all,
the Curtis law does the very same thing, and the
negro gets no more than he has now, he has possession of
it now, and Congress only intends for him to hold it un
ill they provide him a remedy to settle it. In fact at one
time that was understood that Congress would give the
Chickasaw freedmen the light to bring suit in the United
Stated Court of claims against the Chickasaw Nation to
determine his right to the 40 acres of land under the treaty
of 1866, the senate really passed a bill for that purpose
and it went to the }louse and was favorably reported
back to the House by the Indian Committee of the
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•House to whom it was referred. So don't be uneasy on that
account. Again under the agreement if ratified no
Negro or Indian can get a title to his or her allotment only
by the joint conveyance of the two executives of the
Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations I don't think they would
make the Negro a deed until his right to the 40 acres of
land was legally decided for him. And should they at-
tempt such a thing, any Chickasaw citizen can bring suit
in the -United States court and enjoin them or any one
else from conveying the land to the Negro upon the
ground that the land is the property of the Chickasaw
Indians and not that of the Negro this would bring up
the whole question as to whether or not the Negro owned
the land and the court would be compelled to decide that
question from the law and the evidence, when the Court did
decide ether party could appeal to the higher Court,
there is no danger in that, whether you ratify or not.

CHICKASAW CLAIMS.
If the agreement as amendei by Congress is ratified

you will not only get your part of the money for the
balance of the leased district, which will be a large sum,
but your claim for arrears of interest, amounting to over a
half million dollars is certain. It is already appropriat-
ed by one of the amendments and the very moment
you ratify the agreement this large sum will go to your
credit in the Treasury with your other trust funds and
bear five per cent interest from then on like the balance
of your trust money. Remember that the amendment ap-
propriating to you this large sum is a part of the agree-
ment and must stand or fall with it, so if you ratify you
will get it, but if you do not, it will be lost and perhaps
forever; it is a very old claim, and all interest, has
been defeated many times and will be very hard to col-



4ect. Now is the time to save it, and your claim for bal-
ance orthe leased district also. I give -these broken sug-
gqstions with a full .knowledge of my duties as an Attorney
for the Chickasaw Nation. I hope you will receive them
itiv tke,,wat,„ tultritm whipb.,‘Wey are given. I hose,stly be-
lieve all 3I have said and 4ruly hope you will all go to
the special election and vote to ratify your agreement as
amended by Congress so you can have your lands fairly
and properly allotted to each and title to each allotment
well secured, provide for your orphans and other unfortu-
nates, have your towns properly laid off and lots apprais-
ed and sold for your benefit, have your valuable mineral
of all kinds well preserved by two Trustees of your own-

selection and, the money used to educate the Choctaw and
Chickasaw children, secure payment for the balance of,
the leased district and the Chickasaws their interest
claim. Hoping all will turn out for the best,

I am your friend and obedient servant,
S. W. PEEL,

Attorney for the Chicka'saw Nation at Washington.
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