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AN ACT
For the Removal of Restrictions from Part of the

Lands of Allottees of the Five Civilized Tribes,
and for Other Purposes.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the United States of America in Congress assem-
bled: -

That from and after sixty days from the date of this
Act the status of the lands allotted heretofore or hereafter
to allottees of the Five Civilized Tribes shall, as regard: , re-
strictions on alienation or incilmbrance, be as follews:
All lands, includink homesteads, of said allottees enrolled
as intermarried whites, ,as freedmen, and as mixed blood
Indians having less than half Indian blood, including
minors, shall be free from all restrictions. All lands, ex-
cept homesteads, of said allottees enrolled as mixed-blood
Indians having half or more,„Aban half and less than three
,quarters Indian blood shall be free from all restrictions.
All homesteads of said allottées enrolled as mixed blood In-
dians having half or more alp . half Indian blood including,

minors of such degrees of lijoOd, and all allotted lands of
enrolled living full-bloods ineliiding minors of such degrees
of blood, shall not be subject to alienation, contract to sell,
power of attorney, or any other incumbrance prior to April
twenty-sixth, nineteen hundred and thirty-one, except that
the Secre ary of the Interior may remove such restrictions,
wholly or in part, under such rules and regulations concern-
ing terms of sale and disposal of the proceeds for the bene-
fit of the respective Indians as he may prescribe. The Sec-
retary of tiaeloterior shall not be prohibited by.this Act
from continuing to remove restrictions as heretofore, and
nothing herein shall be construed to impose restrictions re-
moved from land by or under a4Y law prior to the passage of
this .Act. No restrictions or *Alienation, shall be construed
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to prevent the exercise of the right of eminent domain in
condemning rights of way for public purposes &it allotted
lands, and for sue' purposes sections thirteen to twenty-
three, inclusive, of an Act entitled "An Act to grant the
right of way through Oklahoma Territory and the Indian
Territory to the Enid and Anadarko Railway Company.
and for other purposes," approved February twenty-eighth
nineteen hundred and two (thirty-second Statutes at Large,
page forty-three), are hereby continued in force in the State
of Oklahoma.

Sec. 2. That 'all lands other than homesteads allotted
to members of the Five Civilized Tribes from which re-
strictions have not been removed may be leased by the al-
lottee, if an adult, or by guardian or curator under order of
the proper probate court, if a minor or incompetent, for a
period not to exceed five years, without the privilege of re- .

newal: Provided, That leases of restricted lands for oil,
gas, or other mining purposes, leases of restricted home-
steads for more than one year, and leases of restricted
lands for periods of more than five years may be made,
with the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, under
rules and regulations provided by the Secretary of the In-
terior, and not otherwise: -.4t. .nd provided further, That the
jurisdiction of the probatetburts of the State of Oklahoma
over lands of minors and kit' ompetents shall be subject to
the foregoing provisions, Mid the term minor or minors,
shall as used in this act, shall include all males under the
age of twenty-one years and all females under the age of
eighteen years.

Sec. 3. That the rolls of citizenship and of freedmen
of the Five Civilized tribes approved by the Secretary of
the Interior shall be conClusiire evidence as to the quantum
of Indian blood of any enrolled citizen or freedman of said
tribes, and of no other persons, to determine questions
arising under this Act. and the enrollment records of the
Commissioner to the Five Civilized Tribes shall hereafter
be conclusive evidence as to the age of said citizen or freed -

man. That no oil, gas, or other mineral lease entered into
by any of said allottees prio*to the removal of restrictions
requiring the approval of the Secretary of the Interior shall
be rendered invalid by this Act, but theme shall be sub.
ject to the approval of the Secretary - .V,rt_he interior as if
this Act had not been passed: Provided, That the Owners or
owners of any allotted land, from which restrictions are re-
removed by this Act, or have been removed by previous
Acts of Congress, or by the Secretary of the Interior, tii-thay

hereafter be removed under ail by authority of any Act of
Congress, shall have the power to cancel and annul any oil,
gas, or mineral lease on said laud whenever the owner or
owners of said land and the owner or owners of the lease
thereon agree in writing to tetminate said lease and file
with the Secretary of the Inte r, or his designated agent,
atme copy Of the agreement in Writing canceling said lease,
which said agreement shall b executed and acknowledg-
ed by the parties theretoinFi4he manner required by the
laws of Oklahoma for the execution and acknowledgement
of deeds, and the same shall 1e recorded in the county
where the land is situate. 8,

Sec. 4. That all land from which restrictions have
been or shall be removed shall be subject to taxation and all
other civil burdens as thougik it were the property of
other persons than allottees the Five Civilized Tribes;
Provided, That allotted lands shall not be subjected or held
liable, to any form of personal claim, or deinand, against
the allottees arising or existing prior to the removal of re-
strictions, other than contracts heretofore expressly per-
mitted by law.

Sec. 5. That any attempted alienation or incumbrance
by deed, mortgage, contract t'et-2sell, power of attorney, or
other instrument or method- of incumbering real estate.

I of this Act, which affects
rottees of the Five Civilized
ictions therefrom, and also
d made in violation of law
this Act shall be absolutely

property of minor allot
,shall, except as otherwise
blect to the jurisdiction of
Oklahoma. The Secretary

of the Intexior is hereby etnpoWered, under rules and re-
gulations to be prescribed by him, to appoint such local rep-
resentatives within the State of Oklahoma who shall be citi-
zens of that State or now domiciled therein as he may deemnecessary to inquire into and investigate the conduct of
guardians or curators having in *charge the estates of such
minors, and whenever such representative or representa-
tives of the Secretary of the Interior shall be of opinion
that the estate of any minor is not being properly cared forby the guardian or curator, or th4t the same is i any man-ner being dissipated or wasted, Or being permitted to de-
teriorate in value by reason of - the negligence or careless-

made before or after the appr
the title of the land allotted -
Tribes prior to removal of r
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null and void.
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of the second.section, the ,_welt "or a judge of a county
court of the State of Oklaiiirmal.

Sec. 9. That the death ofi y allottee of the Five Civi-
lized Tribes shall operate to re ve all restrictions upon the
Idle/II:Won of said allottee's land:- Provided, That no convey-
nace*Of any interest of any fulWood Indian heir in such
land Shall be valid unlessi .iapprw.ed.-4-the court having jur-
isdiction of the settlement of th estate of said deceased al-
lottee: Provided furthor, Thttif any member of the Five
Civilhed Tribes of one-liaif or re - Indian blood shall die
leaving issue surviving, - horn SInce March fourth, nineteen
hundred and six, the homesteaof such deceased allottee
shall remain inalienable, unless =. trictions against aliena-
tion are removed therefrom by 	 Secretary of the Interior
in the manner provided in se	 one hereof, for the use
and support of such ;issue, during' their lite,orlives, until
April twenty-sixth, nineteen tipidred .arid thirty-One; but .
if no such Imre survive then ,such allottee, if an adult,
may dispose of his homestead Ntwiti free from all restric-
tions; if this be not done, or in the event the issue herein-
before provided for die before 	 - 11 twenty-sixth, nineteen
hunilred' and thirty-one, the I 	 all then descend to the
heirs, according to the law* o 	cent and distribution of
the State of Oklahoma, free'l , :l1 restrictions: PrOvided
further, That the provisions of tion twenty-three ot the
act of April twenty-sixth, nirkiikm hundred and six, as

„„„)am ed by this Act, are hereby . de applicable to all wills
executed under this section.

Sec. 11. That the Secretary	 the Interior is hereby
authorized and directed; to pa out of any moneys in the
Treasury of the United States, *longing to the Choctaw or
Chickasaw Nations, respectivelit, any and all outstanding
general and school warrants dilly signed by the Auditor of
Public Accounts of the Choctaw: and ailekasaw Nations, and
drawn on the National Treasur0 thereof prior to January
first, nineteen hundred and seven, with six per cent interest
per annum for the respective dates of said warrants: Pro-
vided, That said warrant* be preiented to the United States
Indian Agent at the Union Agency, Muskogee. Oklahoma.
within sixty days from Abe passage of this act, together
witIt•he affidavits of the respective holders of said war-
ranfi, that they ,purchased th4 same in good faith for a
valuable consideration, and had no reason to suspect fraud
in the issuance of said warr its: Provided further, That
such warrants remaining in the hands of the original payee
shall be paid y said Secretark 'when it is shown that the

services for which said warr nts were issued were acctialt -y
performed by said payee. .

Sec. 12. That all toyalti -arising on and after July
first, nineteen hundred and eight, from mineral leases of al-
lotted Seminole lands heretofOre or hereafter mule, which
are subject to the supervi	 of the Secretary of the Inter-
ior, shall be paid the to U 	 d States Indian Agent, Union
Agency, for the benefit of	 Indian lessor or his proper
representative to whom 'suOli royalties shall thereafter be-
long; and no such lease zha 1 s e made after said date except
with the allottee or owne	 lthe land: Provided, That the
interest of the Seminole	 'on in leases or royalties aris-
ing thereunder on all allo	 lands shall cease on June thir-
tieth, nineteen hundred and eight.

Sec. 13. That all reors pertaining to the allotment
of lands of the Five Civilize4 Tribes shall be finally depos-
ited in the office of the Uni d States Indian Agent, Union
Agency, when and as the Se retary of the Interior shall de
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termne such action shall	 taken, and there is hereby ap-
propriated, out of any moner in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, to be immediately available as the Secretary
of the Interior may direct, the sum of fifteen thousand dol-
lars, or so much thereof as Ay be necessary to enable the
Secretary of the Interio furnish the-various counties of
the State of Oklahoma ct ed copies of such portions of
said records as affect titl	 lands in the respective counties.

Sec. 14. That the	 cind paragraph of section eleven
of an Act entitled "An A o provide for the final disposi-
tion of the affairs of the Civilized Tribes in the Indian
Territory, and for other pay oses," approved April twenty-
sixth, nineteen himdred a ix, is hereby amended to read
as follows:

That every officer, mem r or representative of the Five
Civilized Tribes, respective , or any other person, having
in his possession, custody of control any money or other
property, including the bOOks, documents, records or any
other papers, of any of saidItribes, shall Make full and true
account and report thereof tiO the Secretary of the Interior,
and shall pay all money of the tribe in his possession, cus-
tody or control, and shall diver all other tribal properties
so held by him to the SEcre ry of the Interior, and if any
person shall willfully and. fraudulently fail to account for
all such money and propert so held by him, or to pay and
deliver tke same as herein provided, prior to July thirty-

rst, nineteen hundred and fe ight, he shall be deemed guilty
of embezzlement, and upon conviction thereof shall be nun-
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ished by fine of not exceeding five thousand dollars, or by
imprisonment not exceeding five years, or by both such fine
and imprisonment, according,. to the laws of the United
States relating to such offense, and shall be liable in civil
proceedings to be prosecuted in behalf of and in the name
of the tribe or tribes in interest for the amount or value of
the money or property so withheld.

Sec. 15. That the 'provi iions of section thirteen of the
Act of Congress approved , April twenty-sixth, nineteen
hundred and six (Thirty-fourth Statutes at Large, page one
hundred and thirty-seven), shall not apply to town lots in
town sites heretofore estabi,ished, surveyed, platted, and
'appraised under the directietk of the Secretary of the Inter-
ior, but nothing herein coniMned shall be construed to au-
thorize the conveyance of an ; irlterest in the coal or asphalt
underlying said lots.

If You Want to ( Sell Your Lands
muennessimumm

If you want your restric-
tions remov if you want
to borrow i ney on your
lands, if you; want to buy
any lands, RITE ME.

N. B. AIN WORTH
Atoka, klahoma

COMPLIMENTS.



VAL .OF RESTRICTIONS

"When an Indian or any other person peach' . the point of intth-
ligence at -vhich he is competent to think and' Et for himself, any
further attempt to supply the demands of his life or stand spOnsor far
his acts simply stimulates the indolerree in the nature of that indi ,

vidual and destroys such independent antt - initiative character as you
have been able to construct"

•

".SPEYCH
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HARLES D. CARTER
OF OKLAHOMA
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OUSE OE 	 RESENTATWES
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SPEECH
OF

HON. CHARLES D. CARTER.

Mr. CARTER introduced the following bill, H. R. 19177, to
wit :

A BILL

Removing restrictions from certain lands in Oklahoma.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

United States of America in Congress assembled, That on and after
sixty days from the date of this Act restrictions shall be removed from
the alienation, lease, incumbrance, and taxation of all lands allotted,
or to be allotted to the allottees of the Five Civilized Tribes in the
State of Oklahoma, except as to the full-blood Indian's homestead ; and
that such full-blood Indian's homestead shall remain inalienable until
December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and twenty-eight : Provided,
That no person or corporation shall be permitted to acquire title to
such lands as are subject to tillage and suitable for agricultural pur-
poses in excess of one hundred and sixty acres.

Mr. CARTER. Mr, Chairman, I do not desire to discuss a
question of a partisan nature, but I want to call attention to a
bill which I have introduced in this House and to present
reasons as best I can showing the justice and necessity of such
legislation.

This bill provides for the rei., wal of certain restrictions upon
the alienation of Indian lands in Oklahoma, and it shall be my
purpose to show to this committee that these restrictions have
proven in the past a constant and successful barrier to the
pihress and development of our State, a menace to the civiliza-
tion and advancement of the Indian, and destructive of the
very spirit of American liberty.

I do not rise for the purpose of criticising the acts of any
man who has had to do with Indian affairs in the past. I have
the highest regard for that able man who stands at the head
of the House Committee on' Indian Affairs, although I differ
from him politically.

That mistakes have itt en made in handling the affairs of the
Five Civilized Tribes in our State no one will dare gainsay.
It is but human to err, and it is but natural that mistakes
should have been made in settling conditions so anomalous as
ours. So far as I am concerned, I am going to be generous
enough to ascribe the cause of these mistakes to a misconcep-
tion of the situation and to attribute such misunderstanding
of the conditions . to the dense and prolix complexities of the
state of affairs with which these gentlemen were confronted.

I fully comprehend the many disadvantages that confront
one in securing favorable consideration of a measure introduced
by;.a minority Member. Without going into a discussion of the
rules of the House, I will simply say that I understand it to be
the policy of the majority to assume all responsibility for legis--lation, no matter which party is in power.

2 	 3037-7523
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My remarks, however, should apply with equal force to a bill
introduced by my colleague [Mr. McGinan], and I want to say
just Et word in regard to his bill. The McGuire bill is good
enough, so far as it goes, but, in my opinion, it falls short of the
legislation needed in Oklahoma to-day.

This bill must not be regarded as embodying the exact ideas
of the Oklahoma delegation. It smacks too much of paternal-
ism for that. This measure should be regarded as represent-
ing the limit to which the Interior Department would agree to
go at this time. It is the result of an agreement with that
Department gives a great measure of relief, and for these rea-
sons I shall give it my unqualified support, in the hope that if
my bill fails, then the removal of restrictions provided for by
the McGuire bill will prove so satisfactory that there will be no
objection to adopting the provisions of my bill at an early day.

PRESENT CONDITIONS.

Of one thing I am morally certain, and that is this, if the
gentlemen on the floor of this House only had a thorough
understanding of the conditions in Oklahoma, if they could
only see these conditions in their true light and as they really
exist, there.would be no occasion for the presentation of my re-
marks to-day, for I feel sure you would pass the bill which I
have presented without opposition and with very little comment.

As you all know, we have a new State out there. Our predica-
ment was deplorable enough before our admission, but with the
advent of statehood and the many burdens that come there-
with, the conditions on the east side of that State, in what has
heretofore been known as Indian Territory, will soon become
almost intolerable.

All the lands in Indian Territory originally belonged to the
Indians composing the Five Civilized Tribes and were inalien-
able and nontaxable. Indians, I say, Mr. Chairman. As a
matter of fact, they are not real Indians as you understand
that term. A great majority of them are mixed-blood Indians,
with a small degree of Indian blood. Others, white men who
have intermarried into the tribe, and a great number, about

-15,000 as I remember, are negroes, freedmen, former slaves of
these tribes, who have had lands allotted to them, so that the
.actual Indian, the real full-blood Indian, only represents a very
small minority of these people. But, getting back to the land
question, I will say that there are about twenty million acres
•tif these lands, all inalienable and all nontaxable. To be more
accurate : Restrictions have been removed on about three mil-
lion acres of these lands, leaving a residue not of twenty mil-
lion, but of seventeen million acres on that side of the State, all
nontaxable, and on which permanent impravements and home
building are absolutely prevented, for the reason that title can
not be made on account of these restrictions.

Such lands as have had restrictions removed are distributed
over many of the counties on the east side, but I unders,tand
that in some of the counties no restrictions whatever havel)een
removed. All of the land is inalienable and not one dollar in
taxes can be realized from same.

The major portion of these lands have never been improved
or put in cultivation, therefore produce no revenue whatever
to anyon Many of the Indians owning such lands have no

34237 723



funds with which to improve them, and the most Inconsistent
and ridiculous part of the whole system is that this very class
of Indians, who are too poor to build improvements on their
lands, are prevented from leasing these lands for a longer period
than one year. Now, what I would like to have explained to me
Is how, in the name of common sense, such lands are ever to be
made productive under the present system? The Indian with-
out funds to improve his land is prevented from having it im-
proved by leasing. So I think it can easily be understood how
this very class of Indians which are incompetent must retro-
grade under the present law.

These conditions, of course, make our State a most unde-
sirable abode for the man with a worthy ambition to build
and own a home of his own.

Many of our best citizens have emigrated within the last
eighteen months, pulled up bag and baggage, and left the State
entirely. Why? For no other purpose than to seek a location
where they can own a home and improve it.

Within the radius of the trade of my hiome town, Ardmore,
I understand that 50,000 acres of land which had formerly
been in cultivation, lay out and produced no crops whatever
last year. Every town and every commercial interest in our
State has felt the baleful influence of these restrictions, and
the Indian himself is the worst discommoded of all.

Our State is in its infancy. It is in the formative period,
when it needs to draw upon every resource and every fiber at its
command. We have no public, State, or county buildings on
that side of the State. No court-houses, no jails, no school-
houses, and no improved roads. As, a matter of fact, outside
of the towns you can not even acquire title on which to build
schoolhouses under the present law. My bill will remedy all
of these conditions completely, while that of my colleague will
ameliorate conditions, to a large extent, though not giving com-
plete relief.

Now, mind you, Mr. Chairman, not a member of the Oklahoma
delegation asks that the full-blood Indian be molested in his
last home, but we do ask that such Indians as are civilized and
competent be allowed to manage their own affairs without in-
terference from the Federal Government, and that the progress
of our State be not further retarded by such senseless restric;-
tions on the acts of intelligent people. •

IIISTORY.
In order to thoroughly understand the unfairness and the

creation of these unjust inhibitions on. the rights of my civ-
ilized fellow-tribesmen, it will be necessary to go back a few
years and recount briefly the history of these erstwhile wards
of Uncle Sam.

By way of explanation, I wish to say that the word " civ-
ilized " in the, term 'Five Civilized Tribes" is by no means a
hollow and meaningless expression. The Indians composing
these tribes have been subjected to the beneficent influence of
Anglo-Saxon civilization for centuries, by education, by re-
ligion, by intermarriage, and by all other means of direct asso-
ciation with the whites.

This very term, "Five Civilized Tribes," has been 4ppliecl to
these people for four generations, and for eighty years they
have had regular constitutional forms of governra0t, fash-
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toned after the Government of the United States, by which
they enacted a regular civilized code of laws, protecting their
respective citizens in their property rights and punishing in-
fractions of law and order.

Their school systems, operated entirely by the tribal gov-
ernments, were the most liberal of modern times. They had
what they called "neighborhood schools," similar to district
schools in many of the States, and high schools with a regular
prescribed curriculum, the completion of which merited and ex-
acted a diploma. Not only were tuition ond books provided
without cost to the pupils or parents, but board, laundry, and
medical treatment as well, and, in some schools, particularly the
orphan schools, clothing and all other necessities were furnished
at no direct expense whatever to the beneficiaries.

So that the Five Civilized Tribes have come to be in deed
and in fact, civilized. This is a bold assertion, Mr. Chairman,
but I make it without fear of contradiction. I dare say there
is as small a degree of illiteracy among some of these tribes
to-day as among a similar number of people in the city of Bos-
ton, the very hub of civilization on this continent. [Applause.]
' These Indians became dissatisfied with their environments

during the early part of the last century and made application
to their Great White Father, Andrew Jackson, for a change.
This illustrious old patriot bade his children seek a new home
in the wilds of the boundless West.

After searching about over the entire Western country it is
no wonder that these children of nature chose the beautiful
Indian Territory, with its richly productive soil, its mild,
equable climate, its clear, running, crystal waters, and bountiful
supply of wild game, where, as many of them thought, they
would pursue their worship of nature so long as grass grew
and water ran. But the Indian was quick to see the possibility
of development in his country. He was early to see the ad-
vantage of raising cotton, corn, wheat, and live stock, rather
than lolling in idleness and depending upon the uncertainty of.
the chase for a livelihood. So he invited his paleface brother'
to come in and assist in the development of what he called his
"Land of the Fair God."

The white man came' on horseback and in the prairie schooner
at first. Then came his railroads and other modern means of
transportation, and finally the palefaces swarmed in upon us
from all sides, bringing with them their up-to-date agricultural,
mining, and other machinery, their religion, their education,
and their civilization, until finally the clouds of ignorance and
superstition which once hovered over these people have been
almost entirely dispelled, and this same Indian stands to-day in
a great many instances as the very highest exponent of Ameri-
can civilization [applause] clamoring to have all disabilities
removed from his rights and liberties and to be given full-
fledged American citizenship. [Applause.]

Mr. CFIANEY. Mr. Chairman 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Oklahoma [Mr.

CARTER] yield to the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CHANEY] ?
Mr. CARTER. I do, with pleasure.
Mr. CHANEY. I would like to ask the question if there has

been an opinion expressed on the bill the gentleman has intro-
.duced, by the Secretary of the Interior.

34237-7423
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Mr. CARTER. He has agreed to the bill which has been

introduced by my colleague.
Mr. CHANEY. Has he expressed an opinion in behalf of

the gentleman's bill?
Mr. CARTER. He has not agreed to all the provisions of

my bill.
Mr. CHANEY. I am very much interested in the gentle-

man's speech and interested, too, in seeing that these people
have the largest possible liberty consistent with their protec-
tion; and does the gentleman tell the House that all the re-
strictions respecting the alienation of lands and all these mat-
ters relating to transactions between man and man could
safely be removed; and that they would not be gobbled up by
persons who would take advantage of them.

Mr. CARTER,. No, sir ; I do not pretend to tell the com-
mittee that all the full bloods are competent, but many of them
are. I will come to that in a little while. My bill provides
that the restrictions shall be removed from all lands except
the full-blood Indian's homestead, but that his homestead shall
remain inalienable for twenty years. •

ATOKA AGREEMENT.

The Five Civilized Tribes had made such rapid strides in
•civilization in their new home, and their country had been de-
veloped and settled to such an extent that by the closing years
of this same century it again became necessary to modify their
conditions, so that beginning with the year 1898 certain agree-
ments were entered into with these several tribes lofting to a
complete change of the Federal relation with these people. These
agreements were negotiated by authorized tribal commission-
ers and a United States Commission, commonly known as the
Dawes Commission. They required the ratification of Congress
and a majority of the popular vote of the tribe before they be-
came effective. These agreements provided for a dissolution of
the tribal governments within eight years, allotment of lands in
severalty, and speedy settlement of all tribal affairs.

Among other things certain restrictions were placed upon the
alienation of Indian lands, the provision for such restrictions
being practically . the same in all of the different agreements. I
will read the provision in what is known as the Atoka agree-
ment, made with the Choctaws and Chickasaws, which will suf-
fice to reveal the intent of all :

All the lands allotted shall be nontaxable while the title remains In
the original allottee, but not to exceed twenty-one years from date of
patent, and each allottee shall select from his allotment a homestead
of 160 acres', for which he shall have a separate patent, and wilich
shall be alienable for twenty-one years from date of patent. The
provision shall also apply to the • Choctaw and Chickasaw freedman to
the extent of his allotment. Selections for homesteads for minors to
be made as provided herein in case of allotment, and the remainder
of the lands allotted to said members shall be alienable for a price to
be actnally paid, and to include no former indebtedness or obligation,
one-fourth of said remainder in one year, one-fourth in three years,
and the balance of said -alienable lands in five years from the date of
patent.

That all contracts looking to the sale or incumbrance in any of the
land of an allottee, except the sale hereinbefore provided, shall be null
and void. No allottee shall lease his allotment, or any portion thereof,
for a longer period than five years, and then without the privilege of
renewal. Every lease which is not evidenced by writing,: setting out
specifically the terms thereof, or which is not recorded la the clerk's
office of the United States court for the district in which the land IS
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located, within three months after the date of its execution, shall be
void and the purchaser or lessee shall acquire no rights whatever to
an entry or holding thereunder, and no such lease (N any sale shall be
valid as against the allottee unless providing to him a reasonable com-
pensation for the land sold-or leased.

This provision is well enough, perhaps, for incompetent per-
sons, but its application • is every 'day proving a detriment to
such civilized Indians as compose the majority of the Five
Civilized Tribes.

The Atoka agreement was defeated at the first Choctaw-
Chickasaw election, many of the more advanced members of
the tribes opposing it on account of this very restriction pro-
vision. Another election was called, however, the importance of
an early change in conditions urged, and- this time the agree-
pent was ratified by a small majority, in the main because
It was thought the spirit of such agreement would be carried
out, giving us a "speedy settlement of tribal affairs," and
these matters of restrictions on land titles and taxation could
be adjudicated prior to the advent of statehood.

Mr. BEA_LE of Pennsylvania. Will the gentleman allow an
interruption?

Mr. CARTER'. Certainly.
Mr. BEALE of Pennsylvania. In what way or by whom can

these matters be determined as to whether they should have
the privileges that you have said they should have?

Mr. CARTER. I do not believe I understand the gentleman's
question.

Mr. BEALE of Pennsylvania. You say that under certain
conditions they are to have the right of title. In one way you
say it shall be done within five years and another within two
years.

Mr. CARTER. I am coming to that in a minute. That law
has all been changed.

Mr. BEALE of Pennsylvania. I beg the gentleman's pardon ;
I was only asking for information.

SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENT.

Mr. CARTER. Before the lapse of many years it was dis-
covered that this Atoka agreement• was inadequate and incom-
petent for the settlement of these affairs, and in 1902 another.
compact was entered into, with the Choctaws anizl. Chickasaws
by the United States known as the "supplemental agreement."
This supplemental agreement practically reiterated the re-
friction provision of the Atoka agreement, and the former pro-
cedure of enactment ensued. A strong fight was made against
this agreement on account of this same restriction provision ;
but as it gave to these tribes an opportunity to have expunged
from their rolls certain persons whom they claimed had no
rights, and provided for a per capita payment of a part of the
tribal funds, it was ratified at the election.

ACT OP APRIL 26, 1906.
The conditions under these two agreements were most deplor-

able, but not to be compared to what was yet to be handed out
to us by the act of April 26, 1906. Under these two agreements
the Secretary of the Interior had not been prevented from re-
moving restrictions on the alienation of lands other than home-
stead allotments, whenever, in his opinion, the Indian was con-
sidered competent to manage his affairs. So that one of these
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Indians, who had now come to be a sovereign citizen of the
United States, supposedly with • all the rightS,"privjleges, and
Immunities attaching thereto, could, by debasing his manhood
and pride to a degree of abject servility, by admitting his in-
feriority to other men, supplicate and beg the right to eat the
bread which he possessed, and which was justly his to do with
as he pleased.

This last act referred to not only denied a part of these people
this small modicum of liberty, not only prevented them from
presenting their humble request for the pursuit of their happi-
ness as they saw it, not only declared that they should not be
allowed to present their modest petition to have such restric-
tions removed when they were competent, but placed the addi-
tional inhibition on many that they could not even lease their.
land without truckling to some departmental official.

Now, this is not said in any spirit of antipathy or disrespect
to any departmental official. I have the highest regard for
many of those people.. They are not to blame. The officials of
no Department are to blame for this. The system is wrong, the
law is wrong, and Congress alone has power to change that law.

But says some facetious Member, " CARTER, you have no kick
coming.- You may have your restrictions removed. Make your
application, and the Secretary of the Interior would not dare
refuse to remove your restrictions."

That is true as to a part of my lands only. What I want
,gentlemen of this committee to understand is that I and each
member of my family have 160 acres of land which no power
under heaven's canopy can give us authority to alienate except
this Congress.

The Indian is very much of a human being. He is subject
to all the impulses and foibles of other intelligent people, and,
like any other intelligent man, he resents the idea of having
to ask any man's permission to do as he desires with his own
property. He can see no reason why he should be called upon
to submit his plans to any man in order to get supervision
over what is justly his, so he hesitates to ask the Secretary of
the Interior to remove any supposed restrictions there may be
upon his liberties as an American citizen.

Out West, Mr. Chairman, money 14 scarce and interest very
high. Many times in the past have the individual financial
interests of business men of Indian blood suffered for the want
of cheap money, which is almost always available on such real
estate security as this, and which they could easily have ob-
tained but for the imposition of these restrictions. No man
may attempt to prophecy what the vicissitudes of life will
bring. We may even undergo greater privations in the future
than in the past We may even see the sayings of a lifetime
swept away for the want of a few dollars which could be ob-
tained in this way ; but it matters not what may transpire, let
the very worst come to the worst, I for one shall never bend
the knee to mortal man for any financial consideration. [Pro-
longed applause.] And the majority of them feel just as I do,
sir.

Now, Mr. Chairman, do not misunderstand me. I know that
we have grafters out there. I know that we have a few Indi-
ans who are incompetent, and I would not leave the last home
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a the full-blood Indian to the pitiless mercy of unscrupulous
grafters. Par be it from that. No man has a more profound
sympathy for these plain, artless people than I. No Member
on the floor of this House feels more keenly his respons/bility
to them that I. Why ! They elected me to ,Congress. Bet for
the Indian vote I might not be a Member of this honorable
body to-day, and they elected me upon the very platform that
is embodied in my bill—removal of all restrictions upon the
alienation a Indian lands, except the full-blood Indian's home-
stead. [Applause.]

Mr. CHANEY. Will the gentleman yield for a question?
Mr. CARTER. Yes.
Mr. CHANEY. I beg to ask the gentleman what his bill does

more than the bill which has jaad the recommendation or assent
of the Secretary of the Interior?

Mr. CARTER. The bill of my colleague [Mr. MeGuinn] pro-
vides for the removal of restrictions on all people not of Indian
blood; Upon all people whose quantum of Indian blood is less
than one-half ; upon the surplus lands of all people whose
quantum of Indian blood is one-half or more; but it does not
touch the full blood Indian's surplus, while my bill provides
for the removal of all restrictions, except upon the full-blood
Indian's homestead.

Mr. FLOYD. Will the gentleman yield to me for a statement
right in that connection?

Mr. CARTER. Yes; with pleasure.
Mr. FLOYD. As the gentleman is aware, I spent about two

weeks in the Indian Territory last summer.
Mr. CARTER. I well recall that fact, and I think we were

much benefited by the visit of the distinguished gentleman from
Arkansas '

Mr. FLOYD: I want to call the attention of the House to
two or three cases that were given to me by a prominent lawyer
of Prior Creek. One was the case of a young lady who was a
graduate of two literary institutions and also of the Conserva-
tory of Music at Chicago. She could not dispose of her lands
on account of this provision. Another case was one that appeals
to the sympathy of every man, and that was this A lady had
three children ; they were full bloods, and she had an allotment
for herself and three children. This attorney told me that the
land allotted to her was worth $50 an acre. She could not lease
it on account of the restriction forbidding leasing. She could
not sell it. She submitted a letter to her attorney, asking why
It was that, with so much la's, worth so much money, they
could not get bread. The wo  l• a had to beg bread because the
regulations prohibited her, fr selling her land or leasing it
for more than one year to anybody. Nobody would undertake
to go on and clear up those rich bottom lands, clear them of
timber and put them in cultivation, on a one-year contract or
an illegal contract.

This shows the far-reaching effect of these restriction laws.
The first case mentioned restricts an Indian of the highest de-:
gree of education and intelligence, who is capable of man-
aging her affairs as any other person. The second restricts a
small ignorant class rich in lands and values, and by so doing
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keeps them in a condition of. absolute -poverty and want.
The law IS equally detrimental to both claSses.

Mr. CARTER4 That is true, and there are numerous in-
stances of this. kind: College graduates with one thirty-second
Indian blood are subjected to these restrictions, and I know
of a number of poor full-blood Indians who are incarcerated
in the. jails to-day in Oklahoma forrn minor offenses unable to
'make bond, yet owning an abundance of land which can not be
hypothecated even at the price of their freedom. This restric-
..tion law respects neither intelligence nor want, and its wide
-scope reaches from the most intelligent mixed blood and white
man, who resents dictation, to the helpless full blood impover-
ished by its application.

Mr. THOMAS of North Carolina. Will the gentleman yield?
Mr. CARTER. I will, with great pleasure. 	 -
Mr. THOMAS of North Carolina. How many acres did the

gentleman say was allotted and could'not be disposed of?
Mr. CARTER. All of it is restricted by a later act, which I

will *get to very soon. •
Mr. THOMAS of North - Carolina. I thought the gentlethan

said he had a certain number of acres himself that he could •
not sell.

Mr. CARTER. I will explain that fully in just a moment.
Mr. THOMAS of North Carolina. I thought I caught a state-

ment from the gentleman of the number Of acres.
Mr. FULTON. • I think I can explain that.
Mr. CARTER. I expected to explain that later in my re-

marks, but I yield to my Colleague.
Mr. FULTON. I was simply going to say that the gentleman

from Oklalcima [Mr. CARTER] said that he could have the reL .

strictions removed on his surplus lands, consisting of 160 acres,
by applying to the Secretary of the Interior, but his home-
stead of 160 acres he could not sell in any manner any more
than. a full . blood.
. Mr: CARTER. The people of Oklahoma are not antagonistic
to the Indian. They have, been the recipient of many favors at
the hands of the Indian people, and they are appreciative of
the fact. They are the neighbors and friends of the Indians,
and they themselves would be the loudest in their protests
If the incompetent full bloods were left unprotected.' If
a full-blood Indian or any other person becomes homeless, he
becomes a pauper and thereby incurs an undesirable expense
for his subsistence, not upon the Federal Government, but upon
the State in which he resides. So, Mr. Chairman, I do not
think you need to have any fear on that score. The people of
Oklahoma do not want the restrictions of any incompetent men
removed.

Mr. BEALE of Pennsylvania. Will the gentleman yield for
a question?

Mr. CARTER. I have only a limited time, and am attempt-
ing to make a consecutive argument, but will gladly yield
when my remarks are concluded, if I have any time left. The
majority of the Indians composing the Five Civilized Tribes can
no longer be considered a savage and uncivilized people. They
are civilized. They are enlightened. They are educated to a
high degree, and I dare say that the stranger in Oklahoma to-
day would find great difficulty in. distinguishing the mixed-blood
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Indian from the white man, as a rule. SO we believe the time
has certainly come when we must distinguish between the
competent and the incompetent Indian, just ds we do between
such classes in all other nationalities. -

,rI3LL BLOODS.
Now, Mr. Chairman, the full-blooded Indian is in reality the

only real ward of the Federal Government, and my bill gives
him ample protection. It provides that he may not sell his
homestead allotment for twenty years, but that he may sell
his surplus land and thereby procure funds with Which to im-
prove his homestead.

Under the provisions of my bill the Indian will receive a two-
fold benefit. In the first place, he will receive money with
which to improve his homestead and make it productive. In
the second place, when-his surplus lands are sold, they will be
sold to some home builder who will immediately begin the
erection of his home and put his land in a .high state ef

This land will lie adjacent to some full -blood Indian's home-
stead, and.as this land is improved and put in a higher state of
cultivation, just in that proportion will the full blood Indian's
homestead be increased in value, so that within a few years the
full-blood Indian's homestead will be worth more than his en-
tire allotment is to-day. This I believe to be the best protection'
ever offered to the full-blood Indian, for the reason that it
gives him actual aid and assistance, while the present law sim-
ply strains at a purpose it fails to accomplish. It intimidates
and prevents the honest home seeker from entering the market
and paying a . legitimate price for these lands, at the same time
failing to prohibit the unscrupulous adventurer from getting
possession of such lands and clouding the title to same for a
merely nominal consideration.

Here is a point I want this committee to catch : The Indian
In his primitive state was noted for an unwavering fidelity to
his obligations. I can remember during my lifetime when an In-
dian's word was considered as good as his bond, but not so now.
This system tends to dek_roy this, the most commendable feature
of pristine Indian charaeter, by plainlyssaying to the Indian,
"Go sell your land and give a deed to it, then make application
to have your act set aside, to be repossessed of your property,
and upon the grounds of your incompetency we will sustain you
in your dishonest contentions." Did you ever hear of such
teaching to a simple, unsophisticated ward by its guardian?
The Indian may be a little slow to get next to the white man's
virtues, but he has abundant wit to catch on to his vices.
[Laughter.]

Even the most Ignorant full-blood Indian is by no means
benefited by these restrictions. Much of the land allotted to
the full-blood Indian is unimproved. These Indians, as a rule,
are poor and have no funds with which to improve their lands.
If they could only lease their lands, they might have them im-
proved in that way, so that lip,: few years they would provide
some kind of an income. Or i ter still, if they could only sell
their surplus lands the proceeds of such sale might be applied
to permenent improvements on their homestead, and I would
not object to having my bill amended to that extent.
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But, Mr. Chairman, there is one fundamental fact which we

must not overlook in dealing with this proposition, and that
is this These Indians of the Five Civilized Tribes do not own
their lands by the good graces of the Federal Government.
They bought these lands and paid for them. These lands were
accepted by them in lieu of much more valuable lands re-
linquished in the old Southern States. They had a fee-simple
title to these . lands for generations before allotment. The
only reservation in the deed being that of escheat, which I
presume would have operated without such provision in the
deed. We have no moral right to prevent these people from
using their property to the best advantage.

POVERTY.

The Choctaws and Chickasaws are reputed to be one of the
wealthiest classes of people on the face of the earth, yet to-
day, with all their boasted wealth, with all this glorious pa-
ternal supervision, many of the ignorant full-bloods among

.. them can barely keep the wolf of starvation from the door,
when as a matter of fact they are rich—but how? Rich in
lands and moneys held out of their reach by the Federal Gov-
ernment.

"What profiteth a man if he owns the earth and yet starves
to death?"

I tell you, Mr. Chairman, it is a crime to longer keep these
people under such bondage. Many of them are growing old
and will soon pass away ; doubtless their condition of penury
will hasten death. Then, in the name of humanity, nay, I will
not make hypercritical appeals to your sentiment, but appeal
to your fairness instead. In the name of that spirit of fairness
which rests deep down in the bosom of every true-born Ameri-
can, let us see to it that these poor people are given an oppor-
tunity to enjoy the possession of some of their just rights be-
fore that dreaded reaper takes them to the great beyond. [Ap-
plause.]

TAXATION.

You have exempted the Indian's land from taxation, when
the most casual glance into history will disclose the fact that
it has always proven a mistake to exempt any certain class of
people from taxation!' It is a greater injustice to those ex-
empted from this burden than it is to those burdened by such
exemption.

History will show that such injustice as this has often led
to cruel and wanton bloodshed. Whenever attempts have been
made to exempt any certain class from taxation a prejudice
has invariably sprung up against the exempted class by those
who had to bear the burden, and this prejudice has been known
to exist for years after the cause has been removed.

The only prejudice existing to-day against the Indian in
Oklahoma is due to the fact that he will not contribute his
part toward the support of the State. This prejudice is at
present in its incipiency. As taxes become due and demands are

• made for payment it will grow and gather force, finally to the
utter excommunication of the Indian politically, socially, and
commercially.

To say the most of it, ownership of this world's goods is but
-transient and fleeting, while this prejudice would, I am sure,
be permanent and enduring.
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I had much rather have my child grow up moderate in means,

yet efficiently educated and rich in the love and esteem of
its neighbors, than that it should attain its majority lavish in
wealth, but banished from its consorts into a small minority,
to be scorned and despised, for a just cause, by its equals.
[Prolonged applause.]

The Indian who has seriously considered this matter will
have no word of protest against having his lands taxed. He
must realize that this demand for an equalization of supporting
the burden of the State is a just one, and for that reason can
not be permanently withstood.

He would be short-sighted, indeed, if, simply for the purpose
of saving a few paltry dollars taxation, he would allow a con-
dition to exist which would create a prejudice not only detri-
menfal to his own interests, but which would prove a menace
to his children and his children's children.

The Indian expects all the burdens and benefits that come
with your American citizenship. He will not object to paying
his taxes if you will only make of him a gitizen in fact as well
as in name and eradicate these restrictions from his liberties.

The Indian believes, no matter what his political faith may be,
in that eternal principle, "Equal rights to all and special privi-
leges to none." And should stand firmly upon the proposition
that "the man who is unwilling to bear his just share of the
burden of supporting his Government is unworthy to live under
and enjoy the blessings of a great Government like ours." [Ap-
plause.]

PI7RPOSE OF INDIAN OFFICE.

Undoubtedly the purpose of the establishment of the Indian
Bureau in the Interior Department was to eventually make of
the Indian an independent and self-reliant citizen, and to this
end I take it has the Indian Office ever labored, educating and
Instructing the riaclian in literature, in agriculture, and in all
the different branches that go to make our cosmopolitan Ameri-
can citizenship.

This paternalistic attitude is well enough for the full-blood
Indian, who, as stated before, is the only real ward of the Gov-

, ernment, but when an Indian or any other person reaches the
point of intelligence at which he is competent to think and act
for himself any further attempt to supply the demands of his
life or stand sponsor for his acts simply stimulates the indolence
in the nature of that individual and destroys such independent
and initiative character as you have been able to construct.

The intelligent mixed-blood Indians of our tribes have unmis-
takably attained the object of Federal supervision, to wit—in-
telligent, self-reliant citizenship. What such educated Indians
as these need is to be let alone. Let the Federal Government
loosen its hold. Remove their restrictions; make them free;
give them a show, and I guarantee they will make good as
American citizens.

KICKING KICAPOOS.

The Kickapoo land frauds recently unearthed have been cited
and exploited as an argument against the removal of restric-
tions for the Five Civilized Tribes. Such acts of loot and
plunder as seem to have been committed on these poor, ignorant
people are most reprehensible and warrant rigid punishment
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under the law ; but the argument that this circumstance is any
reason for the retention of restrictions on the lands of -intelli-
gent Indians is the sheerest kind of sophistry. -

These Kickapoos are Indians of the very lowest degree of
civilization and mentality, uneducated, and almost savage in
instinct. They sold their lands to move to Mexico, and the very
fact that they wanted to leave a great country like this and
go to Mexico or any other place ought to have been sufficient
notice that the Kicking Kickapoos were incompetent.

But seriously and in fairness these people can no more be
compared with the educated mixed-breed Choctaw, for instance,
simply because they are both of American Indian stock, than
can the most ignorant, dog-eating Igorrote be compared to the
shrewd, aggressive Jap because they are both of Asiatic-Malay
origin.

To sum up briefly, I said I believe the imposition of these
restrictions, according to existing laws, bad for the Indian ; bad
for the State of Oklahoma, and contrary to the spirit of Ameri-
can liberty. It is bad for the mixed-breed Indian, because it
hampers the independence of an intelligent man ; prevents him
from using his property to the• best advantage ; teaches him to
lean upon another ; teaches him to be a tax dodger, and destroys
his self-reliance, which we will all agree is the most potent
element contributing to the composition of untrammeled Ameri-
can manhood. It is bad for the uneducated full blood, because
it strains at a goal it has failed to reach ; teaches him duplicity
and knavery, which crimes he is not given to in his primitive
state ; denies him the funds with which to improve his lands,
and cheapens the price of his lands by limiting the market to
adventurous purchasers only.

It is bad for the State of Oklahoma, because during the em-
bryonic period of this young Commonwealth it takes from its
tax sheets almost one-half of the lands, prevents legitimate
dealing in land, prevents permanent improvements on lands,
prevents home building, and builds up a system of tenantry the
like of which American civilization has never seen before. It
is contrary to the spirit of American liberty, because it places
restrictions on the rights and acts of competent and intelligent
peOple, sovereign citizens of the -United States, who are not
charged with the commission of any offense whatever against
either law or morals.

Not being versed in the law, it would be presumptive in me
to attempt to discuss the, legality or constitutionality of this
question before this body of eminent lawyers. I do, however,
ask the indulgence of the committee in calling to its attention
certain Supreme Court decisions which I believe affect, vitally,
this question.

In the case of The Cherokee Nation v. The State of Georgia
(5 Peters, p. 1) Chief Justice Marshall delivered an opinion
which I understand to be the first legal definition of the term
"Indian tribes." Mr. Marshall stated, in substance :

Indian tribes are not foreign states, but must be regarded as do-
mestic, dependent aliens. 	 •

This Supreme Court decision is reenfot*ed by numerous other
opinions, some of which are Jones v. Mehan (175 U. S. p. 1), •
El stern band of Cherokees v. United States (112 IL. S., p. 288).
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If these tribes are domestic, dependent aliens, it would natu-

rally follow that each constituent element thereof is a domestic,
dependent alien. But United States citizenship was conferred
on all members of the Five Civilized Tribes by the act of March
2, 1001. Now, it seems to me that the term "dependent alien"
Is absolutely incompatible with United States citizenship, there-
fore restrictions might be maintained upon the liberties of In-
dians who are domestic, dependent aliens, but not upem United
States citizens, and in view of these citations, it seems to me a

. very close question if such restriction&. can really be legally and
constitutionally maintained.

But that matters not, granting for the sake of argument that
such provision should be upheld by the court. Grant that this
provision may not be a technical legal violation of the Federal
Constitution. Nevertheless, I believe that to restrict an intelli-
gent man in such a manner as this is morally violative of the
spirit of that provision of the Constitution which guarantees
life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness.

If I am a sovereign citizen of the 'United States, of sound
mind, and competent to manage my own affairs, you have no
more moral right to single me out and place specific restrictions
on the disposition I shall make of my effects on account of my
Indian blood than you have to restrict an Irishman in the wear-
ing of the green on St. Patrick's Day on account of his Irish
blood, and I do not think this House would want to attempt to
regulate that—not the New York City Members, anyway.
[Laughter.]

In conclusion, I want to say, if you will remove these re-
strictions, if you will give Oklahoma an equal start with all
the other States at the time of their admission, we will give
you a sample of progress of which the parent Government may
well feel proud. Our country will be filled with home seekers,
worthy constituents of many of these gentlemen, who will
build homes mid convert the rich virgin soil into blossoming
fields of grain and cotton.

The worthy pioneer will then have an opportunity to realize
the ambition of his life. Consider for a moment the American
pioneer. Consider this sturdy, stout-hearted yeoman who has
helped to develop this country and make it fit to live in ; who
has taken his life in his hands, as it were, and hewn from the
great primeval forests of the West his modest home far in
advance of law and order, thereby making possible the ex- 1 `
istence of all the great States west of the Alleghenies and con-&
tributing to the magnitude and grandeur of this stately Re-
public. [Applause.]

Is not this worthy citizen entitled to some consideration at
the hands of the Government he has helped to build and make
great? Why, think you, has this sturdy citizen braved all the
dangers of frontier life? Why has he undergone all the pri-
vations of the early settler? For the just and righteous pur-
pose that he and his beloved little family might secure some
hearth and fireside, humble though it be, that they could call
home. [Applause.] If you remove these restrictions you do
no less than4ustice by all, yet you grant to this steadfast citi-
zen a life which will have a new meaning. He will move from
the humble hut where he has been forced to live and pay rent
In the past and begin the erection of a new home, all his own,
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,imying tribute ,. to none 6`ave his country 	 mighty God..
[Loud applauge.]

It ihall be Our utmost endeavor and highe ,

on to give..
to the parent - Government an example of u 	 ed. devoti
and'loyaltyi if in_fhe troublous times of war it shoulti becom
necessary to can for good men, brave and true, to battle for the
rights of this great Republic, you will find that no State in this
---,ton will r 	 d . more willingly than the infant State o 
Oklahoma : 	 pp1pSe.1 	 rally
,*

	 None shall be permitted to ra 	'
, ., 	.	 .

mind the 0 or, Tcr-'"?--oro graciously and TasVie patriotically
t an the sons P the' Indians, " Land of ,the 7,4 God ; " and
n the piping ticrnegA)f peace we will endeavor contribute to11,4

_ he Nationali Con.. 	 , honest, -.: patriotic membe ,always, who
'will dare ado 	 ght as they. see it no 	 em what their
'political ,faith: ay - . [Loud general applause:

Mr. BlEALE of Pennsylvania. I would ask what it is that the
. gent]epean vWd have and that they think.. .Aey:41equire for'

4 Okla,lionia.
Tile ClIAIRMAW: The time of the gerdlewair from. 	....

homa has expired.
--' Mr. CARTER, Mr. Chairman, I thank the committee for Its
consfiderateention.

Mr. BEATA..; ot;tOnsylvania. Then,I owill state, if I ha.ve
the time that if tkei_elinythiCg this 1-0444 could do for Okla-
homa, 4,,,,,w.sur - fito404 do it after the ,statements that ha;h76

• been presen pv gentlenmn from OklahoMa. [Applause.]
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