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EDITORIAL ON GREEN McCURTAIN

At Muskogee while Secretary Hitchcock was there,

several of the Indian chief executives were present by

invitation and each presented to the Secretary matters

that were of pressing importance. Regarding the con-

ference with Gov. M.cCurtain, the staff correspondent

of the Kansas City Journal, a very reliable man, writes

as follows:

Chief McCurtain of the Choctaws, asked the

secretary to do several things for the Choctaws. He

called attention to the fact that the Choctaws had no

competent expert coal man to put on the commission to

appraise and sell the 440,000 acres of coal lands and

asked the secretary to put some strong man who is versed

in the coal mining business on the commission. Mr.

Hitchcock said he would do that. The Secretary is an

old coal mine operator himself, and, says his knowledge

of the business will enable him to drive a good bargain



for the Indians when the lands are sold. "That coal

land must bring an adequate price," said he.

The Choctaw chief also spoke of the vast

operations of the timber thieves and the secretary said

he would see that the department continued its warfare

on the thieves. The secretary showed some disappoint-

ment because the federal courts had stepped in and en-

joined the department from collecting the tribal tax

for the Choctaws and, intimated that he might soon order

the tax collected regardless of the action of the courts.

At least that is what MCCurtain says "We also want the

timber lands withheld from allotment until the Choctaws

are brought to realize fully how much the timber means

to them," said Chief McCurtain. "The land is practically

worthless after the timber is cut, but the Indians don't

seem to realize it. They are being hoodooed by specula-

tors and sharks into contracting to sell their timber

at 25 cents an acre or less. Such robbery as this should

be blocked." The secretary agreed to block it and, it is

necessary, to ask congress to pass a law giving him

authority to handle and dispose of the timber to the

best advantage of the Indians.
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EDITORIAL ON CONVENTION OF CHIEFS

Eufaula, I. T.

Eufaula, the quaint old Indian town, modernized

within the past few years by the introduotion of cos-

mopolitan ideas and progressive citizens, is today enter-

taining a meeting that will probably be recorded in the

future history of a great state as being the birth of

statehood for the Indian Territory.

In the city today are a number of the prominent

Indians of the five civilized tribes, including the

governors of several of the nations, while others are

expected to arrive on the agternoon and evening trains.

Gov. Green McCurtain and a delegation composed

of prominent Choctaws came in last night.

The meeting is called upon the responsibility

of Gov. McCurtain, who is now greatly interested in the

protection of the Indian domain from the proposed schemes



of non citizen politicians who are seeking to annex or

permit this country to be absorbed by Oklahoma. It was

to further the plans for self protection that prompted

Gov. McCurtain to invite the chiefs and prominent states-

men of the five civilized tribes to meet in convention

at this time. The object is statehood* Statehood

without reference to Oklahoma.

At this hour (before convention has met) the

general impression is that all present will endorse the

general plan presented by the Choctaws. This plan,

gleaned from personal interviews of the leaders, is

briefly as follows:

The Indians are opposed to a territorial form

of government, opposed to statehood with Oklahoma,

either by annexation or absorption; but stand out

boldly for statehood rights, pointing to the acts of

congress in years past which contain a solemn promise

of statehood rights to the Indian Territory. Prominent

among the legal arguments upon which the Indians are

basing their hopes for success are the acts of March 3,

1893, creating the Dawes Commission and the Curtis act.

In the first measure the promise of statehood is specially

made as the object demanding federal assistance in winding

up tribal affairs. In the Curtis act (Une 28, 1898)



congress again promises ultimate separate statehood.

It is probable that the convention will recom-

mend a special election to be called by the tribal

councils, said election to determine the sentiment of

all citizens on the subject of statehood. This is

being advocated that all the Indians may have an equal

opportunity to express themselves on the important step

undertaken, as well as to impress upon congress the

unanimity of sentiment among the tribesmen.

This election will be followed by an inter-

national constitutional convention, composed of delegates

from each of the five tribes, which will frame a state

government with a full completement of officers and

representatives in the two branches of the national

legislative body. The tribal councils will present a

plan for the election of delegates to the constitutional

convention.

WANT PROHIBITION STATE,

I have talked with a number of the leaders of

the movement and tind that they all lay great stress

upon the support of separate statehood that can be won

if a straight out prohibition platform is adopted. The



Indians want statehood, and to get it they realize that

outside forces must be gained. The power of the temper-

ance advocates in the United States is realized and

henceforth a flirtation will be carried on between the

Indians and the great temperance army scattered over the

country. It is probable that the resolutions to be

adopted will recommend the delegates to the constitution-

al convention from each of the five tribes, be instructed

to incorporate in the constitution a provision prohibiting

the sale of intoxicating liquors in the new state. There

is talk of drawing up a memorial asking all the temperance

organizations to assist in this fight. The Indians will

play the prohibition card strongly in the game against

Oklahoma absorption.

NON CITIZENS CONVENTION.

The Indian leaders appreciate the work of non-

citizens who are fighting against the proposed Oklahoma

sell out. Heretofore it has been the non-citizen unaided

by the Indian, who has made the unsuccessful attempts to

gain freedom from departmental rule, but now that the

Indian is ready he expects the white man to stand with

him shoulder to shoulder in a united fight, believing

that the two forces can overcome the objections already



raised for political purposes.

There is no division in the sentiment here

regarding the plan suggested that will bring about unity

of Indians and non-citizens in framing a constitution.

The Indians do not think that they are capable of working

out the great movement without the support of the white

man and in their caucuses, questions are continually

brought up and are dealt with in such a manner as to

indicate the unselfish spirit that is dominant.

The general plan outlined, and which will likely

be embodied in the resolutions as a suggestion to the

non-citizen, is this: The Indians will hold their con-

stitutional convention first. When the non-citizens

assemble in convention they will be asked to ratify, or

amend as they see fit, the work of the Indian convention.

As there will likely be some articles included in the

constitution that will not meet the views of the white

people, the amendment power will not be eliminated, but

on the other hand, recommended by the Indians.

A joint committee of twenty representative men,

ten from the tribes and ten from the non-citizen con-

vention, is suggested as the proper body to settle all

differenees.



STATEHOOD MARCH 4, 1906.

It is useless to talk to the Indians on state-

hood or territorial form of government to be operative

before the extinguishment of their tribal governments,

March 4, 1906. They favor a continuation of tribal

rule as at present, until all their tribal matters are

settled, which must be by March 4, 1906.

I asked a prominent Creek delegate if he

thought all the deeds to lands would be signed and de-

livered before 1906, taking the slow progress of the

work in his nation as a basis. He replied that he

doubted very much if the Choctaws, Chickasaws and

some of the Cherokees would have their rights before

the tribal rule is eliminated, but he did not think

that this should change present plans or call for an

extension of tribal government life * It would. hot be

a difficult matter, he thought, to continue in  office

the governor and secretary of the delinquent tribes for

the sole purpose of signing the deeds. This would not

conflict with statehood.

AFRAID OF OKLAHOMA*

Outside of the legal arguments and desire to

protect his identity, the Indian feems Oklahoma

absorption from a political standpoint. They contend



that the non-citizen of Indian Territory is acquainted

with the Indian and his condition; that the Indian is

conversant with the position of the non-citizen of this

territory, while if Oklahoma were included, the relations

would be immediately strained by lack of personal knowl-

edge of each other and the conditions.

U. S. R.
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EDITORIAL ON GREEN VECURTAIN

The Indian has many good friends (?) looking after his interests

NOW. If he is hungry they feed him, naked they clothe him, athirst

they give him to drink -- whisky.

Not in the spirit of the Nester do they these things; but

because they want control of the Indian's land, timber and all he has

but himself, to whom they will very soon say - "begone, I never

knew you."

Now these parties think the Secretary of the Interior is a

great tyrant, acting without law or reason, when he steps in, blocks

and hinders the Indian from becoming a victim to these plots and

schemes. The real good man won't try to handle these matters

contracts, leases and sales	 now, for he don't want the finger

of suspicion pointed at him, and he knows that in its own good season

a legitimate development will come and all business can be done openly

and legally. No use to rush all these matters -- the child crawls



before walking. Some cry that the Indian will starve, freeze

and die waiting 	  well, he has been in that business a long

time and a year or two doesn't mean so much. The full blood Indians

for many years have been poverty-stricken and their government, had

the feeding and clothing to do then. Green MeCurtain had corn

distributed once and money to the indigent last year. Now since

his property is within reach who is it that wants to clothe and feed

him	 the white man? And who is it that says WCurtain is

wrong in having the timber held up from allotment and that MeCurtain

doesn't heed the Indian's present need 	 the white man.

The good white man who makes a legitimate profit or living

is the Indian's friend, but that other fellow he is the one we

mean, and if you hear him mouthing about the Indian Citizen, he is

the one we mean.
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EDITORIAL ON LETTER SIGNED BY GREEN McCURTAIN

Muskogee:

The campaign which the Indian politicians who

were represented at the Eufaula convention are to

make in favor of their statehood plan, in view of

the prohibition clause which was embodied in it, has

commenced. The support of all temperance organization

will be solicited in the fight. Governor Green

McCurtain, of the Choctaw nation, has sent this

letter to one of the papers published in the inter-

est of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union:

"From the view point of the Indians the

treaties between the United States government and

the five tribes are sufficiently momentous to stay

our attention. These treaties contain the guarantee

that no state lines should ever be thrown around

the boundaries of the present Indian Territory



without the consent of the Indians. These consid-

erations were not lightly entered into by the

government and the Indians on the occasion when

the treaty was made, and it may be safely asserted

that the provision will not be easily brushed aside,

as of no importance, when the erection of another

form of government takes the place of the present

arrangement.

"Aside from the legal phase of the question

just mentioned there are moral considerations in-

volved with which this brief article has to do,

which appeals to the human heart with irresistible

force. Whiskey has not only been the bane of the

red man's existence, but it now threatens to

engulf him. Not only the Indian's material well-

being is threatened. Every home in the Indian

Territory, whether it shelters the red, the white

or the black man, is vitally concerned in this

fight for self-preservation. The hearty co-

operation of every element of good citizenship

in the Indian Territory is cordially invited to

bend its energies in the final contest that is

gradually assuming formidable proportions. Much

depends upon the efforts of the good women of the



Women's Christian Union." Their friends in every

congressional district in the United States should

be marshaled for the fray. Each individual congress-

man should be appealed to by his immediate constituents

to vote for the measure that will protect the home,

not only of the red man, who desires to perpetuate

his race, but the white and black man, whose interests

are so identified and interwoven that the well-being

of one means the general welfare and happiness of all.

GREEN McCURTAIN.
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EDITORIAL ON GREEN McCURTAIN

A special sent to the renison Herald from

South McAlester, under a late date says:

The first effort of the Indian tow rd state-

hood for this country will be a general election to

vote on the proposition of holding a Constitutional

convention.

The official call was just issued by Chief

Green McCurtain to the voters of the Choctaw tribe.

It means that the Indian leaders favor separate state

for Indian Territory, and will submit the question to

a vote at a general election. Each of the five tribes

will hold elections; and if the idea be supported by

the returns, then the Indian campaign for statehood

will begin in earnest. The proclamation just issued

is as follows.

Whereas, The General Council of the Choctaw

Nation in regular session assembled adopted a resolu-

tion authorizing the Chief of the Choctaw Nation to



issue a proclamation calling a spedial election Dec.

19, 1903, for the purpose of submitting to the people

the question as to whether or not an International

Constitutional convention shall be held for the pur-

pose of erecting a State out of what is known as

Indian Territory, and now, therefore, I, Green MO-

Curtain, principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation, by

virtue of the authority in me vested by the General

Council of the Choctaw Nation, do hereby cEll an

election to be held on the 19th day of December, 1903,

for the purpose above set forth. In witness thereof

I have hereunto set my hand and caused the great seal

of the Choctaw ration to be affixed, at Kinta, I. T.,

this 17th day of November, 1903.

"Green McCurtain,

Principal Chief, Choctaw Nation. Those voting for

convention will vote aye, those against no.
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EDITORIAL ON AND PROCLAMATION SIGNED BY GREET MCCURTAIN

The first effort of the Indian toward statehood

for this country will be a general election to vote on

the proposition of holding a constitutional convention.

The official call, just issued, by Gov. Green McCurtain

to the voters of the Choctaw tribe, ts in conformity

with the plan of the Eufaula convention.

It simply means that the Indian leaders favor

a separate state for Indian Territory and to be fair

with their own people will submit the question to .a

vote at a general election.

Each of the five tribes will hold elections

and if the idea is supported by the returns then the

Indian campaign for statehood will begin in earnest.

The proclamation just issued follows:



PROCLLMATION

Whereas, The General Council of the Choctaw

Nation, in regular session assembled, adopted a

Resolution authorizing the Chief Executive of the Choctaw

Nation to issue a Proclamation calling a special election

on December 19, 1903, for the purpose of submitting to the

people the question as to whether or not an International

Constitutional Convention shall be held for the purpose of

erecting a state our of what is known as the Indian Terri-

tory; and

Whereas, It is provided in said resolution that the

various County Judges shall name the election officers on

the first Monday in December, 1903, and that the ballots

shall be cast as follows; those favoring Convention shall

vote "For Convention" and those against Convention shall

vote "No Convention"; and

Whereas, It is further provided that the returns

of said election shall be certified to by the election

officers duly forwarded by registered mail to the Prin-

cipal Chief of the Choctaw Nation; Now therefore,

Green McCurtain, Principal Chief of the

Choctaw Nation, by virtue of the authority in me vested

by the General Council of the Choctaw Nation, do hereby

call an election to be held on the 19th day of December,



1903, for the purpose above set forth.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand

and caused the great seal of the Choctaw Nation to be

affixed, at Kinta, Indian Territory, this 17th day of

November, 1903.

GREEN Mc CURTAIL

Principal Chief, Choctaw Nation.
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RESOLUTION OF TEE GOVERNORS OF THE

FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES

The press of the territory and elsewhere will

be requested to give the fullest publicity to the

resolutions adopted by the convention of the governors

of the five civilized tribes held in Eufaula. The

executive committee appointed by the convention has

had the resolutions printed in pamphlet form and will

send them broadcast over the land. They fully represent

the Indian's desire on the statehood question. The

resolutions are as follows:

Whereas, the United States government in the

several treaties with the five civilized tribes under

which the present tribal governments were organized,

guaranteed that the limits of no state or territory

should ever be extended over the territory now occupied

by the five civilized tribes without their consent, and

in the act of congress of June 28, 1898, (30 Stat.,



495,) agreed that the lands now occupied by the five

civilized tribes should when prepared, be admitted

as a state of the union, and

Whereas, we believe that the Indians of the

five civilized tribes are opposed to any territorial

form of government for Indian Territory, either now

or hereafter and to any legislation by congress, whose

object is the absorption by Oklahoma of the Indian

Territory, in whole or in part, and

Whereas, we feel that some method should be

adopted whereby the Indians of the five civilized

tribes may, by popular vote, determine whether of not

they are in favor of statehood for Indian Territory,

separate from Oklahoma, after the expiration of their

tribal governments;

Therefore, we, the chief executives and repre-

sentatives of the five civilized tribes, assembled at

Eufaula, Creek nation, May 21, 1903 2 do hereby make

the following recommendation:

1. The chief executive of each nation shall,

in his next message to the general council of his

nation, recommend legislation authorizing the chief

executive to call an election to decide whether or not

the members of his nation are in favor of an inter-



national convention. This convention shall be composed

of twenty delegates from each of the five civilized

tribes, and shall be held for the purpose of framing a

constitution for a state government to succeed the

several tribal governments which expire by treaty pro-

visions on March 4, 1906. The chief executive shall

also recommend that the general council prescribe a

plan for selecting delegates to the constitutional

convention. The general council of each nation shall

instruct its delegates to incorporate in the constitution

a provision prohibiting the sale of intoxicating liquors

within the boundaries of the state to be formed out of

Indian Territory.

2. We recommend that the citizens of each nation

vote for the constitution.

3. We recommend that each nation hold said

election not later than December 20, 1903, and that said

election be held in the same manner as other elections

are held in the several nations, the votes cast in each

nation shall be certified by the precinct officers and

farwarued to the chief executives. The chief executives

of the five nations shall constitute a board of com-

missioners, who shall canvass and count the votes cast

in each nation and issue proclamation of the result not



later than January 4, 1904.

4. If a majority of the qualified voters of

the five nations are in favor of a constitutional con-

vention, the convention shall be held. We recommend

that the international convention be held not later

than February 1, 1904.

5. We recommend that the general council of

each nation at its next session memorialize congress

for independent statehood for Indian Territory to

become effective March 4, 1906, and that such memorial

be transmitted to congress, the president and the

secretary of interior.

6. We further recommend that the general

council of each nation address a memorial to the

various religious and temperance organizations of the

United States requesting them to assist the Indians

of the five civilized tribes in their efforts to pre-

vent the annexation of Indian Territory to Oklahoma

and secure an independent state government for Indian

Territory under a constitution which will protect the

Indian from the baleful influence of intoxicating

liquors.

. Knowing that the non-citizens of the Indian



Territory, not members of either of the five civilized

tribes, prefer independent statehood for Indian

Territory and realizing that the efforts of the non-

citizens and the Indians will cause congress to favor-

ably consider our demands, we recommend that the non-

citizens hold a convention and ratify the convention

and ratify the constitution framed by the convention

of the five civilized tribes or propose whatever amend-

ments they deem proper. Should amendments be proposed

by the non-citizens, their convention shall appoint a

committee of two persons from each nation, this com-

mittee shall meet a like committee appointed by the

convention of the civilized tribes and these two com-

mittees shall constitute a conference committee of

twenty persons who shall adjust all differences in the

constitution.

8. The president of the constitutional conven-

tion of the five civilized tribes shall appoint two

delegates from each of the five nations. These ten

delegates shall invite the co-operation of a like number

of delegates appointed by the convention of the non-

citizens and the two delegations shall take the constitu-

tion adopted by the conference committee and proceed to

Washington and urge congress to pass an enabling act

authorizing the people of the Indian Territory to vote



upon the ratification of this constitution for the

members of the House of representatives of the United

States and for all elective offices provided for by

said constitution.

GREEN' McCURTAIN,

Chief Choctaw Nation.

P. PORTER,

Chief Creek Nation.

T. M. BUFFINGTON

Chief Cherokee Nation.

P. S. MOSELEY,

Gov. Chickasaw Nation.

HULBUTTA MICCO,

Chief Seminole Nation.
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LETTER OF GREEN NreCURTAIN TO L. W. OAKES

Sans Bois, I. T.

July 3, 1903.

Mr. L. W. Oakes

Hugo, I. T.

Dear Sir:

Your letter of rune 21, 1903 to hand. I have read

its contents carefully, with a view of answering any questions

or suggestions contained therein. I have failed to find either

questions or suggestions that have not been fully answered in

the already published cor-respondence relative to the temporary

withdrawal of pine lands from allotment.

I am prepared and willing to discuss this matter with

any one who sincerely seeks information, and conducts his in-

quiries along the line of intelligence and common sense. In the

letter before me you have departed from the original course of

inquiry, to a mere rehash of words and meaningless phrases. It



is very evident to me, for this reason, that this correspondence

must be brought to an end. The public has no disposition to

read the Editress of the "Citizen" should not be asked to waste

space in the publication of a discussion that is merely a rehash

of words, barren of ideas.

Possessed by this mental conclusion, I am,

Yours truly,

GREEN McCURTAIN,

Prin. Chief C. N.
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LE'IfER OF GREEN iftCURTAIN TO L. W. OAKES

San Bois, I. T.

Arne 13, 1903.

Mr. L. W. Oakes, Hugo, I. T.

Dear Sir:

I am just in receipt of your letter of Tune /0, 1903,

and replying thereto, I desire to say that it did not occur to

MA that you would object to the publication of your former letter

in which you berated the commission so roundly for carrying out

instructions.

You ask, in the letter before me, that all corres-

pondence be published on this subject. I shall take pleasure

in complying with this request, as I believe the Indian people

should be thoroughly informed as to this timber question, and

I know of no better way to do this than through the columns of

the Indian Citizen.



You are entitled to your views as to the withdrawal

of the pine lands from allotment. It would be strange indeed

if you, owing and operating a saw-mill and realizing big

profits therefrom, did not desire to continue the business,

even though it was in violation of the law. Self-interest

plays wonderful pranks with us poor mortals, and you are not

the least among them in the Choctaw nation. You seem to be

perfectly willing that the fullbloods in your section lose

all their property, at the hands of the timber sharks, provided

you are let alone. The rule of the "greatest good to the

greatest number" does not appeal to you. In beseeching the

blessing of the Almighty, I am led to believe that you would

ask the Creator to bless you and your family only. This is not

the spirit that should obtain in a division of this property.

Every man, woman and child has the right to demand my protection.

The people would not have elected me had they thought otherwise.

Replying further to your letter, you say: "Now, if

you and the commission,  have any legal right to hold up the pine

lands from allotment, why don t t you ask the commission to hold.

up the agricultural lands for the same reason?" The answer to

this question is self-evident; the same reason does not exist.

The agricultural lands are as fixed as the planet on which we

live, and cannot be deported; while the pine timber can be

removed from the soil, and in that act you take from the land



its chief or only value.

There is one other paragraph in your letter that merits

my attention, and then I will conclude. You say that it seems

strange that I would summon all the forces at my command to pre-

vent the people "who had gone to the pine region long before the

supplementary agreement was adopted, from allotting the lands of

their choice." This unfortunate condition of affairs prevailed

to a ten fold greater extent, in the segregation of the coal

lands. The withdrawal of the pine lands from allotment effects

hundreds, while the segregation of coal lands made thousands

homeless, In spite of this fact, not a word of complaint has

ever been heard from those who were effected by this segregation.

The reasonable view seemed to prevail with this class, thus

affected, that in the division of the common property and rule

or regulation governing its distribution would bear harshly

somewhere.

I desire to say, in conclusion, that there is one

remarkable thing about the seeming agitation now going on; not

one word of complaint has been made to this office by what you

designate as the *common Indian." All the turmoil and strife

seems to be of a manufactured variety. While this office

received hundreds of complaints from the full-bloods in that

section, before this action was taken, not one line of coin-

plaint has come from that class, condemning the withdrawal of



these lands from allotment. The clamor and excitement, of

which you speak, seems to have been steered to the proper

pitch by the saw mill men and timber speculators, and they

are entitled to all the credit in this direction.

Yours truly

PEEN McCURTAIN,

Principal Chief, C. N.
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LETTER OF TOM PROVISO TO INDIAN CITIZEN

To the Citizen:

The unique and various methods adopted by the schemers

and adventurers to obtain possession of the Indian allotments,

even before the Indian secures a patent, is little short of

marvelous.

The writer had an opportunity a few days ago to go

over the matter with the Governor of the Choctaw Nation, Green

MoCurtain, at Sans Bois, Indian Territory, who has proven a

veritable stumbling block to those who expect to reap a rich

harvest in fleecing the Indian. The Governor, with his usual

directness of thought, went straight to the point by saying:

"These schemers and adventurers who come here with

the expectation of finding the Choctaw Indian easy picking,

are gradually finding out that there are many obstacles in

their way. Notwithstanding the fact that the courts offer no

protection to the Indian's property right, the enthusistic



support which the Interior Department has given me, in my

attempt to secure a fair deal for the Indian, is cause for

congratulation. We have jointly blocked the game all along

the line, and will continue to do so. The adventurers are

taking another tack; they are seeking to enlist the young,

educated Choctaws in their nefarious designs. These

1	 Choctaws are attempting to make contracts looking to the

leasing and ultimate sale of the Indian's allotment. These

attempts will fail, as the Department will not approve these

contracts when made. The Department is able, through the

efforts of its officers and the co-operation of my adminis

tration, to trick these fellows daily and keep a complete

registration of all their aets."

This noted Indian was silent for a moment and then,

lowering his voice, pathetically described what an uphill fight

it was to preserve the patrimony of the Indian against

the onslaught of the vatt horde that was trying to take

advantage of their poverty, ignorance and inexperience.

He said that "the most humiliating feature of this

underhanded movement was that many educated Choctaws were

employed by these adventurers to betray their own

people into ruin. The Choctaw people had a right to expect

different treatment from this source. They educated



these young men, at public expense, upon the theory that

the knowledge thus gained would be used for the betterment

of the condition of their own people. Instead of display of

gratitude for the great advantages enjoyed, these young

men are now engaged in the work of aiding and abetting these

adventurers in the attempt to rob their benefactors. All

these disreputable methods will fail." Said the Chief,

brightening up, "As long as the Secretary of the Interior,

E. A. Hitchcock, and the officers under him are at the

head of affairs, the Indian is safe. The Interior

Department has no intention of abdicating any powers hereto-

fore exercised. This will be made clear when the tImmilt

is over,"

As I departed from the presence of this big,

brainy Choctaw, my mental machinery took a lightning

survey of all he had said, and the logic of his words

convinced.

MEN PROVISO.



THE CLAREPORE WES87NGER

Claremore, Inds Ter*
Feb. kl, 1905
VOL', 8 No. 50

STATEVENT OF GREW VcCURTAIN

Governor Green	 taint of the ChoOtaw

Nation, while at Fort Smith recently, is credited

with making the following statement:

"If we have to be annexed to something,

our people would far prefer being annexed to ,a•-.

kansas than Oklahoma when asked his opinion of

the resolution introduced in the state legislature

by Jo F. Teaver, ,requesting the government in the

divisi-on of the Indian lands to return to this

state forty4Ømile strip taken from this state at

the time the Indians were moving to their present

domain.

I do not think the resolution	 be

seriously considered," he continued, "but if it

is, I do not think the Choctaws and Chickasaws

would very seriously objects The Choctaws feel

very friendly to Lrkansas, and we have always



garded the A kansas members of congress as our

represent Ives in that body. The land would be

allotted before the annexation would be made, so

of none of the allottees would be

not what the Indian wants that he

is getti now. Tie can only express his preference

between what eongress	 give him. Our people face

a oondition and that is a change in our manner of

government * S we
	

have a change, we prefer

a state composed of the	 e tribes, and nett to

that annexation to Arkansas



SOUTH MALESTER CAPITAL

South McAlester, I. T.
February 5, 1903
Vol, 10 No. 11
U. S. Russell, Editor

INTERVIEW WITH GREEN McCURTAIN

Gov. Green McCurtain was in Fort Smith Friday,

en route to Washington where he went to adjudicate the

differences existing between the Choctaw and Chickasaw

nations concerning the freedman question. To a News-

Record reporter he said: "If we have to be annexed to

something, our people would far prefer being annexed

to Arkansas than Oklahoma. It is not what the Indian

wants that he is getting now. He can only express his

preference between what Congress wants to give him.

Our people face a condition and that is a change in

our manner of government. As we have to have a change

we prefer a state composed of the five tribes and next

to that, annexation to Arkansas. We have so many

Arkansas people living among us now, and the Arkansas

laws are enforced by the United States courts in our

country, so it would not be :atlard matter for us to

become citizens of Arkansas."



Governor McCurtain said he did not understand

the plans of the Jackson party and never could, but

his best information was that they wanted to secure

their money and emigrate to Mexico. He said the

question of selling the coal lands of the Choctaws

and Chickasaws was now pending with the government.

When asked his opinion of the resolution

introduced in the state legislature requesting the

government, in the division of the Indian lands to

return to this state the forty mile strip taken from

this state at the time the Indians were moved to their

present domain.

"I do not think the resolution will be seriously

considered," he continued, "but if it is I do not think

the Choctaws and Chickasaws would very seriously object.

The Choctaws feel very friendly to Arkansas and we have

always regarded the Arkansas members of congress as our

representatives in that body. The land would be allotted

before the annexation would be made, so the title of none

of the allottees would be affected."



nib, INDIAN CITIZEN

Atoka, I. T.
Thursday, Nov. 26, 1903.
Vol. 18 No. 29
Norma E. Smiser, Editors

EDITORIAL ON GREEN McCURTAIN

Gov. Green McCurtain had one main object in his con-

stitutional convention, and that was to cut off statehood with

Oklahoma. His reasons for opposing statehood are the very best

and strongest possible. First, is the temperance question,

which he knows means so much to his people, second is the fact

that Indian Territory and Oklahoma can never be homogeneous in

any sense. The very blood and spirit moving in the people is

so different. Oklahoma's population, as a class, are cold

blooded, grasping people. They come with the boomer's spirit

and they are there to get and hold all they can, regardless of

conditions. The moral condition is secondary to the material.

Commercialism is king of the oluntry. Indian Territory was

first s;ttled by the owners, in severalty, of the land. They

came in an humble, reverential manner, bringing their teachers

and preachers with them. These people held all things in common,

and the prevailing spirit has been for neighbors to respect

their neighbors' interests and claims by common consent. Laws



that . would fit conditions and people in Oklahoma would be a

hardship on the Indians and vice versa. Seeing all this

Gov. McCurtain took the lead in calling an assembly of

Indians to discuss and frame a constitution to govern the

new state. As has been plainly stated, there is no wish or

intention to exclude the non-citizens or to make a consti-

tution that would be a hardship on non-citizens interests.

In the new state, the interests of the population must be

one.

As we understand the procedure, the draft of the

constitution made by the Indian convention is to be submitted

to a like convention of non-citizens and the final action

will be taken.

Gov. McCurtain has always been just and fair toward

the white man and the interests due him by law or treaty.

when the Indians meet on December 19 their vote will be cast

for right and justice toward all.



HOLDENVILLE TII/1ES

Holdenville, Ind. Ter.
October 23, 1903
Vol. 8 No. 26
Ben F. White, Editor

EDITORIAL ON GREEN 110OURTAIN

commission representing the Choctaw nation

came to Muskogee last week to confer with the Dawes

commission regarding the pine timber lands of that

country. The Indians want the lands opened for allot-

ment and presented their wishes to the commission. No

definite answer was given them.

Ever since the work of allotting lands in the

Indian Territory began this pine timber land has been

sought by innumerable companies and individuals. Com-

panies with all kinds of money and with men in high

positions interested, have figured every conceivable

scheme for getting possession of the timber.

It is regarded as one of the best grafts in

the territory and how to get a cinch on it has puzzled

some of the brighest men who have looked for "good

things." The commission early recognized that unless

drastic measure was adopted to protect this timber the



Indians would realize little from it.

It was decided to withdraw from allotment all

the pine lands that had been classified as commercially

valuable for lumber, which was approved by Secretary

Hitchcock and concurred in by Chief McCurtain on behalf

of the Choctaw citizens. Now, for some reason not

satisfactorially explained, the Choctaws are asking

for the commission to recind its rule and permit the

land to be allotted and it is stated that even Chief

McCurtain is favorable to such a course.

"If those pine lands were opened to allotment,"

said Colonel Needles of the commission, "there would

be a thousand people at the land office to file the

first day the lands were available. It would delight

the grafters more than any other one thing the com-

mission could do."

Chairman Tams Bixby was present and concurred

in Colonel Needles' statement "If these lands were

opened to allotment," said he, "Mississippi Choctaws

and the most ignorant class of Indians would be herded

together by unscrupulous men and agents of the big

companies and as soon as a filing would be secured

the land would be in their hands. In a little while

I



the companies would convert the timber into lumber

and about all the Indian would have would be a piece

of sandy, rough land, with the stumps as evidence of

what he had once possessed."

It is the policy of the commission to hold the

pine lands valuable for lumber until the allotments

are made and then sell them either at public auction

or by sealed bids, the proceeds to be added to the

funds of the Choctaw nation and divided among the

citizens. It is believed that any other plan would

result in the Indians being robbed of one of their

most valuable assets.

The pine timber available for being converted

into lumber has been estimated at 1,200,000,000 feet,

making a prize sufficiently alluring to attract many

of the big lumber men both from the North and the

South, to say nothing of innumerable parasites who

belong strictly in the grafter class.



SOUTH McALESTER CAPITAL

South McAlester, I. 1.
October 15, 1903
Volume 10 No 47
U. S. Russell, Editor

PORTION OF MESSAGE BY G	 McCURTAIN

Governor Green McCurtain's message to the tribal

legislature was an able document, full of sound advice to

the Indian. It was in a sense pathetic. It seems

difficult for the old timers who remember the trouble

incurred when the government sought to make a treaty

with the Choctaws and, permit the Dawes Commission to wind

up their estate, to read the words of wisdom from the

Choctaw's chief admonishing his people to forget the

cherished customs and venerated traditions and face the

stern and fateful decree of civilization "that entertains

scant sentiment and, suffers no remorse in crushing the

hopes and wiping out the aspirations of a helpless people."

True, every word of it. Surely it was with remorse

the Governor penned these words. But fate has decreed that

that the Indian custom must be eliminated and. McCurtain

realizes the inevitable and, is seeking to prepare his

people for the great change.



In his position regarding a new supplementary

treaty Gov. MoCurtain has barricaded his opposition to

the plan from the assault by dea1111g that a new treaty

means delay in tribal rule. In this contention he again

looks toward the date for the elimination of Indian

government, realizes that who eiter steps in the road of

the approaching change of government in this territory

will probably pay the penalty, politically.

If it is possible, and the Governor so important

as to justify another treaty to be settled by the interior

department, then MOCurtain t s advice is well given. It can

not be forgotten that the interior department is virtually

ruler of the Indian domain and its will is accepted by the

tribal officers. A new treaty would therefore be only a

grant for the interior department to decide, through the

tribal governments, the questions that must be met. It

seems unnecessary to take the time for the preparation

and ratification of another treaty if the interior depart-

ment will assume the authority first hand.

Gov. McCurtain's theory of the land shark is but

the opinion of all who have made a study of the present

grafting system in operation in the Chickasaw and Choctaw

countries. The Indian is destitute. A ten dollar bill

is too large to permit his vision to appreciate a splendid

allotment. It is money he wants, it is money the grafter

is giving him and he is satisfied for the present. It



seems a shame to house thousands of dollars in the

federal treasury to the credit of the Indians when there

is a law specifying the method of its distribution per

capita -- an operation that could settle the land grab-

bing crime which is so lucratively operated. The Indian

should fight for his money at once, showing his federal

guardian that the future depends on the present prosperity

of the allottee.



THE COLLINSVILLE NEWS

Collinsville, Ind. Ter.
Sept. 10, 1903
Vol. 5 No. 19
W. L. Wright, Publisher

EDITORIAL ON GREEN McCURTAIN

Atoka, I. T., Sept. 3.

The new rules adopted by the Dawes commis-

sion last Monday in an attempt to put the grafters

and the Indian land grabbing companies out of bus-

mess is causing much perturbation among them. The

land office here is strictly enforcin the new

rules locally. The story is told that Governor

Green McCurtain and George Mansfield, attorney for

the Choctaw nation, urged upon the Dawes commission

the need of such instructions. Mansfield visited

the land office at Tishomingo before rules were

promulgated and 14 quoted as saying that he met with

opposition at Tishomingo. A friend of Governor Mc-

Curtain said today the latter had threatened to go

to Washington if he failed to get recognition in

Indian Territory.

The first rule is that no fuliblood Indian



shall be permitted to file on an allotment if

brought to the land office by a non citizen or an

agent. The work agent is intended to guard against

an invasion of the rule by grafters who might em-

ploy a shrewd fullblood Indian to deliver the goods

by bringing the fullblood allottee to the land of-

fice. When a fullblood allottee presents himself

at the land office here he is taken into a private

room, sworn to tell the truth and then asked if

any person paid his expenses to Atoka, whether he

has contracted to lease or sell his allotment, etc.

He is warned of the penalty of perjury and

usually tells the truth as the fullblood Indian

has a keen sense of the dignity of a legal oath.

If he shows that he has kept clear of the grafters

he is permitted to file, if not he is turned down.

This rule greatly interferes with the methods of

the land grabbers. It does not apply to the white

citizen, as he is usually capable of managing his

own affairs, nor to the negro freedmen whose allot-

ment generally is too small to invite the attention

of the land grabbers. For such fullbloods as for-

feit their right to file, the Dawes commission will

make arbitary allotments. The second rule requires



that an aliottee shall take all land in excess

of his homestead in contiguous body as against what

is called the "Checkerboard" plan.

The smallest portion of land that can be

allotted in the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations is

ten acres and its purpose is to permit the citizen

to protect his home, which often is located on a

small tract surrounded by the holdings of other

citizens.

The Chickasaw nation is regarded as the

richest agricultural portion of Indian territory.

Individuals there in earlier years fenced thousands

of acres of lands which they held and farmed or

leased as cattle pastures until required to take

their allotments when all their excess holdings

were open to allotment by other citizens. The land

companies and individual capitalists got an occu-

pancy right to the excess lands by paying for the

improvements, fences, p lowing, houses, etc., being

improvements. Then came a bigger deal. Commiss-

ions as high as 045 a head were paid for Indians

who could be induced to allot their excess lands,

lease the allotments and make a contract to sell

their allotments at the end of five years, when



such sales can be made without authority from

Washington.

Exclusive of his homestead the Choctaw or

Chickasaw may sell one-fourth of his land in one

year, one-fourth in three years and the balance

in five years. The land company's aim is to cover

the excess holdings under its control with a series

of small allotments. The first series of allot-

ments are to lie together and be purchasable in one

year, the second series in three years and the third

in five years. By the Indian cutting his allotment

into ten or twenty acre tracts and locating them

according to the wishes of the land company, the

latter would be able to acquire a vast acreage in

rotation in one, three and*five years. The Dawes

commission will not permit such checker-board al-

lotment to be made. It is alleged a further step

may be taken against the land grabbers by deciding

as void all allotments made to YississiDpi Choctaws

who were brought to Indian territory by immigration

syndicates.
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Norma E. 2miser, Editor

EDITORIAL ON GREEN MCCURTAIN

Muskogee, I. T.,

4pri1-24,

By one stroke of the pen the Dawes commission to-day with-

drew from allotment 700,000 acres of pine timber land in the Choctaw

Nation. This was done to circumvent the army of speculators who

were preparing to gobble up the timber after allotment.

Expert timber estimators were employed some time ago by

the commission to appraise the timber in the Choctaw country so that

it could be considered when the value of allotments was fixed. The

estimators went over substantially every acre of the 700,000 acres

and found that the land contained 1,203,900,000tfeet of pine of

commercial value. The timber land is practically mrthless for agri-

cultural purposes. All it is good for is the timber that it produces.

Speculators have been working among the Indians for months to induce

them to settle upon the timber lands and enter into contract to sell



them the timber after the allotments are made. In some instances

speculators have contracted to purchase the timber from allottee

at from $10 to $40 for each allotment. This is so, grossly inadequate

as to be a great injustice to the allottee. In some instances specu-

lators have been willing to enter into contract to pay to the Indians

a fair value for timber, one Minnesota firm offering $1 a thousand

for stumpage. But in the main the prices contracted were so much

below the value of the timber as to practically deprive the Indian

of the value of his allotment. Since the opening of the Atoka and

Tishomingo land offices these speculators have been running in ignor-

ant Indians by the score for the purpose of locating them on timber

land. Several speculators have even herded Mississippi Choctaws in

large numbers and are feeding and otherwise providing for them until

they can get their allotments. The commission received information

of those facts from many sources. Gov. McCurtain, Chief of the Choc-

taws, emphasized the case in a lengthy letter to the commission, pro-

testing in emphatic language against these contracts and asking the

commission to protect his people from these timber speculators.

The commission felt that the appeal of Co y. McCurtain

should not be disregarded, and so it issued the order withdrawing the

timber lands from allotment. The commission has not decided yet what

it will do with the timber, but none of this land will be allotted

until some restrictions are made that will protect the Indians from

greedy speculators.
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FDITORIAL ON GREEN MCCURTAIN

At Muskogee April 24th, the Dawes Commission withdrew from

allotment 700,000 acres of timber land. When the land offices opened

at Atoka and Tishomingo the Dawes Commission found out what big

schemes the timber men had planned. Chief McCurtain also found out

how these timber men were buying up Indians to allot these timber

sections and buy the timber, so he protested against this business.

The ignorant and unintelligent Indians -- especially the Mississippi

Choctaws -- were being settled on these lands, the timber bought

so cheap, that when all the timber is cut off of this land Indians

have nothing left to live on. This is the best thing for the

Indian for he will now have a lot of good farming land and will

always have land to make a living on. Speculators, land sharks

(big fish) all after Indian's land, timber and money. Don't be

fools and let them get you to make trade, sign contracts and get

what you have ws all you have. Remember, Indian brethren, this

is your last land.
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Bartlesville, Indian Territory
October 17, 1903
Vol. 9 No. 32
The Examiner Pub. Co., Publishers

EDITORIAL ON GREEN McCURTAIN

Gov. Green McCurtain, of the Choctaw nation,

in a message to the tribal legislature, declared the•

land "grafting" in the Indian territory is due to

the destitute circumstances of the fullbloods. He urges

the passage of a memorial to the president asking for a

Der capita distribution of the thousands of dollars of

tribal funds now in the federal treasury. Gov. V.cCurtain

also asked the legislature to provide for a special

election to voice the sentiment of the Indians on state-

hood for Indian territory, independent of Oklahoma, in

, 1906ft



TIE SOUTH McALESTER NEWS

South, McAlester, I. T.
Thursday, October 15, 1903
Vol. 13	 No. 19
Henry P. Robbins, Editor

NEWS ITEM OF GREEN Mc CURTAIN

Gov. McCurtain in his message to the Chow taw

council says he has urged Secretary Hitchcock to

disburse the funds arising from sale of townsites,

so that poor Indians may visit the land office and

select their allotments without assistance from the

land companies. He opposes a supplemental agreement

and devotes some space to the Eufaula statehood con-

vention's work.
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Atoka, I. T.,
Thursday, April 30, 1903
Vol. 17	 No. 51
Norma E. Smiser, Editor

EDITORIAL ON GRIN IVICCURTAIN

Principal Chief Green McCurtain was the power behind the

throne that put a quietus on the great speculation and scheme on

Indian timber and land leasing. He found that certain contracts

for timber paid. only 25c per thousand some 50c and more reputable

firms offered $1.00 per thousand. These timber men were herding the

Indians, causing them to take their entire allotments on timber

ridges; and when the timber was all cut off the fallblood would have

only rock and sand or clay left. Finding out this condition Gov,

lAcCurtain filed a protest with the commission, and hence these timber

lands are withdrawn, for a time, from allotment. Now the Indians

will think this over and be wise enough to file on agricultural

lands. This ruling will, of a necessity, work a hardship on the

more progressive citizens who have claims located in these sections,

but the weaker ones should be protected.
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LETTER OF GREEN MCCURTAIN

Dear Governor: --

I would respectfully suggest that a meeting of the

governors of the five civilized tribes take place at Eufaula, Indian

Territory, on Wednesday, May 20, 1903, for the purpose of discussing

the proposed plan of statehood for the Indian Territory.

Hoping the time and place suitable, and that you will not

fail to lend your personal presence on that occasion, with such

friends as you desire to invite, I am, respectfully,

GREEN MCCURTAIN,

Principal Chief, Choctaw Nation.



SOUTH McALEc'TER CAPITAL

South McAlester, I. T.
January 15, 1903
Vol. 10 No..8
U. S. Russell, Editor

NEWS ITEM OF GREEN McCURTAIN AND P. S. MOSELY

A distinguished party of Indians was here this

morning in conference with the attorneys for the Choctaw

nation. They were Gov. Green McCurtain, Geo. ,. Scott,

treasurer of the Choctaw nation; I. S. Lowery, district

collector of the Choctaw nation; and Press Lester*

Secretary to the Governor.

Gov. MoCurtain, was summoned here to be a witness

in the Nicholas Wooldridge murder case, which was recently

transferred to Atoka for trial.

A few days ago Gov. McCurtain received a telegram

from Secretary of the Interior Hitchcock asking him to

come to Washington. The governor asked Gov. Mosely to

accompany him and they intended to leave last week but

the Chickasaw chief executive was taken ill. They now

expect to leave next Tuesday. It is said that the

mission of the governors will be the adjustment of the

Choctaw Chickasaw freedman claims.



INDIAN CITIZEN SUPPLEMENT

Atoka, I. T.,
Thursday, April 16, 1903
Vol. 17	 No. 49
Norma E. Smiser, Editor

•

INTRODUCTION TO
LET1.0 OF GREEN MCCURTAIN

The Indian Constitutional Convention is assured. Responses

from all of the governors of the five tribes have been received by

Gov. McCurtain and there is no longer any doubt of the position of

the Indian on statehood -- he wants his own country preserved; he

wants Congress to carry out its promise made in many treaties and

legislative acts -- that promise is for a state to be composed of

the five tribes when their tribal governments are extinguished.

In calling a meeting of the governors he has every assurance

that he is backed by Indian sentiment and a large per cent of the

white people who favor a separate state.

The call is as follows:

(Letter on next p.)



THE CLAREMORE MESSENGER

Claremore, Ind. Ter.
April 10, 1903
Vo1.9 No. 9
F. Jennings, Editor

EDITORIAL ON GREEN McCURTAIN

We are heartily in accord with the idea. of

Gov YcCurtain to make the Indian Territory a

separate state, because we fully believe that we

have all the essentials of a great and wealthy

state in our borders, and will not have to ask

anyone for help. And we further believe that we

have the men in our midst who can carry on the bus-

iness of our country economically and well. Some

of our brethren seem afraid to advocate this line

on the grounds that we will make a Democratic

state. Tell, who knows, and even if it is so, we

shall be a part of the great United States, the

greatest country of the world, and it will be an

object lesson to the world to know that the once

ostracised Indian Territory has become one of the

brightest stars in the galaxy of states. Let us

be patriots rather than politicians:



THE SOUTH McALESTER NEWS

South McAlester, Ind. Ter.
Thursday, March 26, 1903
Vol. 12 No. 42
Henry P. Robbins, Editor

NEWS ITEM OF GREEN 1c CURTAIN

The Lehigh Leader thinks that Green ivicCurtain

will find the white man having some say as to the

disposition of this country, after tribal affairs are

wound up. Mr. McCurtain will not find the Indians

unanimous on his double statehood plans, by any means.
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LETTER OF GREEN M4CURTAIN

Sans Bois, I. T.,

April 18, 1903

Dear Sirs:

I desire to address you upon the necessity of

selecting the best men in your county, in the coming

August election, to represent the Choctaw people in the

National Council. Our tribal government is nearing its

close. It is the duty of the Indian, regardless of

party lines, to lend his aid in the selection of such

representatives in council as will reflect the in-

telligence, the common honesty and sterling integrity

that has ever characterized the Choctaws as a people.

In the crisis, through which we are now passing, re-

presentatives should, be elected to council who are

known to possess these commendable qualities. I



therefore urge you to attend your county convention

and earnestly and actively put forth your personal effort

to this end.

In closing our record as a nation, I trust each

citizen will feel the fullest individual responsibility

and labor with the view of making that record so credit-

able that it may excite the respect of those who ac-

complished the extinction of our tribal authority.

Very respectively,

GREEN MCURTAIN,

Principal Chief Choctaw Nation.
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EDITORIAL ON GREEN MCCURTAIN & PLEASANT PORTER

That the Indians have a right and will take

part in forming the new government for the Indian

Territory, after the expiration of tribal authority,

1906, no man denies, but that interest and right should

not be left to be guarded and dictated by a few un-

scrupulous Indian politicians, such as Green McCurtain

and. Pleasant Porter who wish to feather their own nests.

The Indians will be represented in the forming of the

new government and men like H. C. Wilson, T. W. Hunter,

Tno. M. Hodges and scores of others who are honest and

fair to their fellowman are the kind of material who

the Indians should put forward when the time comes to

look after their interest in the making of the state

constitution. The idea of Green McCurtain and a few

other alleged Indian governors, in this day of Indian

intelligence and enlightenment, getting together among

themselves to look after the interest of their red



brethern, when no one, except a few of their own

clique, have any confidence in their integrity or

honesty! There is no danger in the McCurtain scheme.

He has no influence and his efforts will amount to

nothing.
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Tulsa, Ind. Ter.
Ipril 17, 1903
Vol. 9 Yo.
D. C. Tessee, Editor

EDITORIAL ON GREMT McCURTAIN

Governor (Teen MoCurtain chief of the Choctaw

tribe has issued a call for Indian citizens of the five

tribes at Eufaula ay 20th for the purpose of devising

ways and means of attaining separate Statehood for

Indian Territory at the end of tribal relations in 2906.

In conversation with The Democrat this morning (7-ov. L.

G. Perryman expressed himself as favoring the idea in

the abstract but stated that it was impracticable et

this time and any effort in this direction is destined

to prove fruitless. He gave as his reasons that politics

control such matters entirely, and advanced the statement

that Congress could never consent to an additional state

because of the increase in Senators.

Fe said that Oklahoma is end has been reedy for

Statehood for a number of years. She has the population,

the wealth, the resources, the institutions, the civili-

zation and everything necessary to enable her to enter



the Union as a sovereign state yet she is held out

because of political reasons. If Congress hearkens

not to the voice of Oklahoma with a delegate working

in her behalf and all the machinery of local self

government in working order, why would she hearken

to the voice of a few Indians, surrounded by over-

whelming numbers of white neighbors clamoring for

union with Oklahoma at any time that Congress sees

fit to -give it.

The Governor says that many of the Indians

favor separate Statehood from a number of reasons,

first but not last is sentimentality or race pride,

and then they think that they can get along better in

a State of- their own. He -thinks the subject of tax-

ation may be handled more to their satisfaction under

separate Statehood than in a union with Oklahoma.

However he does not think it worth his while to spend

much time chasing the mirage.
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EDITORIAL ON AND CALL SIGNED BY GREEN M.0CURTAIN

The Indian Constitutional Convention is assured.

Responses from all of the governors of the five tribes

have been received by Gov. McCurtain and there is no

longer any doubt of the position of the Indian on state-

hood -- he wants his own country preserved; he wants

congress to carry out its promise made in many treaties

and legislative acts -- that promise is for a state to

be composed of the five tribes when their tribal govern-

ments are extinguished.

Gov. McCurtain is a broad minded Indian. He was

first in the territory to recognize the inevitable and

plead with his tribesmen to listen to the Dawes Commission

when congress created the commission for the purpose of

extinguishing the tribal rule. It took a brave man to

say and do what McCurtain did. At times his advice was

resented to such a degree that his life was in danger.

Time proved that he was right.



Now comes the second and. last crisis that the

Indian must meet. Political influence threatens to

absorb the domain that is as yet his own, and, fasten

him unwillingly to Oklahoma, a process that means lost

identification of the Indian, retarded development of

the five nations through demoralization and unjust

discrimination by the older, more experienced and blood-

less political forces of Oklahoma.

Gov. MeCurtain wants his people to retain their

identity. He wants congress to fulfill past promises

and erect from the five tribes a government to itself.

Again this great Indian has taken the initiative, but,

this time there is no hesitancy among his tribesmen,

or danger to his life. Like a great army the Indians

of all tribes are getting ready to make their first

fight for statehood.

Gov. McCurtain has received responses from the

leading men of the territory, besides the governors,

and is well pleased at the prospect. In calling a

meeting of the governors he has every assurance that

he is backed by Indian sentiment and a large percent

of the white people who favor a separate state. The

call is as follows:



Dear Governor

I would respectfully suggest that a meeting of

the governors of the five tribes take place at Eufaula,

Indian Territory, on Wednesday, May 20, 1903, for the

purpose of discussing the proposed plan of statehood

for the Indian Territory.

Hoping the time and place suitable, and that

you will not fail to lend your personal presence on

that occasion, with such friends as you desire to

invite, I am,

respectfully,

GREEN MaCURTAIN,

Principal Chief,

Choctaw Nation.
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NEWS ITEM OF GREEN McCURTAIN

South McAlester, I. T., April 1.

Senator James K. Jones of Arkansas is spend-

ing a few days here with old-time friends. When

asked for his views regarding statehood for the

Indian Territory he stated that he regarded Indian

Territory fitted for separate statehood without

Oklahoma. He most emphatically endorsed Governor

Green McCurtain's plan of calling a constitutional

convention of Indians and whites and forming a tem-

porary state government in 1906, when tribal govern-

ments are abolished, and then appealing to Congress

for admission. He says that that policy has been

a long established one and might be successful in

Indian Territory's case.
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EDITORIAL ON GREEN IMCURTAIN

Gov. lAcCurtain is not identified as a W. C. T. U. man

but he has declared himself as a prohibitionist, when he wants to

keep the liquor traffic out of the territory when it becomes a state.

We believe Texas whisky has wrecked and ruined more leading Indians

than any other cause or influence. We are thankful that our Chief

takes this stand.
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MESSAGE OF GREEN McCURTAIN

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the

Choctaw Nation, in

General Council Assembled:

Gentlemen:

It is our duty to realize the important responsibilities

that attend those of us who have been commissioned by the Choctaw

people to aid in the settlement of the tribal affairs, and to

fully appreciate the fact that the convening of each council is

but another long stride toward the extinguishment of our tribal

government.

It can serve no useful purpose to enter into a dis-

cussion of the causes that led to the curtailment of tribal

authority and its final extinction under present treaties.

The cherished customs and venerated traditions which

find a permanent abiding place in our minds must give way to



the stern and fateful decree of a civilization that entertains

scant sentiment and suffers no remorse in crushing the hopes

and wiping out the aspirations of a helpless people.

The deplorable condition of that portion of our

people known as the "fullblood" is pathetic in the extreme.

Unfitted by custom and tradition to cope with the new order of

things, they seem to stand apart in mute silence awaiting the

wave of civilization that will engulf them. It is not my

purpose, however, to give way to the Indulgence of a sentiment

that lies close to the hearts of those among us who desire to

aid those unfortunates in this unequal contest. My present

aim is to admonish you, and through you the Choctaw people

generally, and our fullblood element in particular, to resolutely

face the future, however dark its forebodings, and resolve to

strive as best we can to measure up to the requirements rendered

necessary by the changed conditions. I feel the keenest desire

for your earnest co-operation in the safeguarding the interests

of that class of people who are incompetent to manage their

own affairs. It is plain to me that we should hedge them about

with whatever species of legislation that promises them protec-

tion, however brief its duration.

Not only that, we should advise them both here and

at home and on every occasion, to preserve their property for

the benefit of themselves and their children. We should teach



them how to plan in order to live economically, and how to work

with might and main in the effort to educate, clothe and feed

their children, to the end that they may stand side by side

with their white brother in the progress of civilization. This

occurs to me should be our highest purpose in the closing years

of our tribal life.

I cordially invite the co-operation and advice of

the members of this honorable body on all matters touching the

I
interest of the Choctaw people generally.

I shall take up the various subjects which I desire

to lay before council in the relative order of their importance,

and offer such comments and suggestions in relation thereto as

appears in my judgment to be conducive to the best interest of

the people of the Choctaw Nation.

SUPPLMENTARY AGREMENT.

On or about August 10, 1903, I received a formal com-

munication, through the honorable Commission to the Five

Civilized Tribes, from the Honorable Secretary of the Interior,

to the effect that, in the opinion of the Department, it was

deemed advisable that a supplementary agreement be entered

into, on thepart of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, and the

United States, to cover certain matters not provided for in

the present treaties.

The specific matters referred to were the 'Segregation



of pine lands," "Further reservation of lands at Sulphur

Springs," "Curtailing the rights of railway companies in

acquiring public domain," "Granting authority to the

honorable Secretary of the Interior to receive sealed bids,

in the sale of the coal lands, and providing for the payment

of the necessary expenses incident to the sale of the

coal and asphalt lands."

In replying thereto I briefly stated my reasons

for opposing any further segregation of lands in the Choctaw

and Chickasaw Nations; attempted to paint out the hardship

it would entail upon that class of our citizens who reside

in the pine region of the Choctaw Nation, stating that I

had personally visited that section of the country and was

convinced that a great and grevious wrong would be

perpetrated upon these people if this policy was carried out;

that the Indians who resided there were contented with their

surroundings, and if forced to go elsewhere to secure their

allotments that their helplessness would be taken advantage

of by the land companies and speculators, with the result

that in a very brief period their entire holdings would

be swept from them.

As to the other matters mentioned in said com-

munication, I took occasion to suggest to the honorable Secretary

of the Interior that any further discretionary power deemed



necessary to carry out the purposes of the present treaties

would doubtless be granted him by Congress upon his recommend-

ation.

I am thorougly convinced that his fidelity to our

interest is such that we can implicitit trust his judgment

in procuring for us all our rights under the present treaty,

and I believe that we owe it to ourselves, as well as that

official, to make a public acknowledgment of that fact.

I herewith transmit, for your information and consider-

ation, all the official correspondence relating to the proposed

supplementary agreement, with the request that you discuss

the question in all of its phases in order that you may reach

a conclusion that is wise and just to those most concerned.

ALLOTING COMMISSIONERS.

At the extraordinary session of council, in December

last, an act was passed „providing that the Principal Chief

appoint three competent persons in each of the three districts

of the Choctaw nation as allotting commissioners.

The service required of these commissioners, as

briefly outlined by the act itself, made it their duty to

aid the citizens of each district of the Choctaw Nation, in

the selection and designation of their allotments. This

act, along with many other acts of council, was forwarded

through the proper channel, to the President of the United



States for his favorable consideration.

The honorable Commission to the Five Civilized

Tribes, and the then United States Inspector for the Indian

Territory, missapprobending the purposes for which the act

was designed, and entertaining the fear that these com-

missioners would seriously interfere with and impede the

work of the commission in the allotment of the lands, deemed

it it proper to recommend that the same be disapproved by the

President. I commiinicated with the honorable Secretary of the

Interior, both in person and by letter, and learned through

this source that our purposes were wholly misunderstood. I

assured the Department that the object sought to be obtained

by the bill was entirely foreign to the reasons set forth

by the commission and the inspector.

The duty of these commissioners, as outlined by

the act itself, plainly indicates that the services to be

rendered were entirely apart from those to be performed by

the commission.

The treaties heretofore entered into failed to

provide a necessary field force to aid the Indians in the

selection and designation of their allotments. This act

was designed to cover this serious defect, and to aid the

government, through the honorable Commission to the Five

Civilized Tribes, in allotting the lands fairly equally



and so far as possible satisfactorily to the allottee.

While it is true that the government has done everything

necessary to the proper appraisement and classification of the

lands to be allotted, has made maps showing the location of the

lands by sections and legal subdivisions, yet no practical pro-

vision has been made to aid the Indians in the actual selection

of their allotments beyond the information afforded by the maps

mentioned. It is here, in the field, upon the land at his

home that the Indians are in great need of assistance.

The great poverty of many of the Indians, their well

known timidity and characteristic slowness in lerning modern

methods renders it absolutely necessary that some plan be

adopted to meet the requirements of this situation.

The outrageous and unfair advantages obtained over

the Indian by the unscrupulous speculator is largely attrib-

utable to the fact that the former has no one to advise him

in this, the most important transaction of his life; hence

he is either forced to accept the proffered service from this

questionable source or wait until some plan may be devised

that may point out the way to secure the lands due him under

the treaty. There are many of those people who are unpro-

vided for, and I feel that it is our duty to aid them in

securing land suitable for allotment.

I therefore recommend that you enact appropriate



legislation, out lining a plan that will enable these unfortun-

ate people and their children to allot the land to which they

are entitled under the present treaties. I believe that a

bill properly framed, embodying our purpose, disclaiming any

intention of a conflict of authority, but setting forth our

desire to actively and heartily co-operate with the Depart-

ment in a speedy and equitable distribution of this property

among the owners thereof, will not encounter further

opposition from those who misunderstood the purposes of

the framers of the act heretofore referred to, and disapproved

by the President for that reason.

STATEHOOD FOR THE INDIAN TERRITORY.

A movement was inaugurated more than a year ago,

with the object of inducing Congress to extend the boundaries

of Oklahoma Territory so as to include the Indian Territory,

which embraces the Five Civilized Tribes.

The promoters of this scheme, judging from the

tone of the articles that have appeared in the public press

from time to time, and the published reports of speeches

delivered and resolutions adopted by the conventions held

for that purpose, seemed to entertain the idea that all

Treaties entered into between the United States Government

and the Five Tribes, respectively, should be utterly

disregarded. Those Treaties not only guarantee that these



tribal governments shall continue to exercise their limited

sovereignty -until March 4, 1906, but go further than that by

saying in plain terms and by implication, that no State

lines shall ever be thrown around the Indian Territory with-

out the consent of the Indians. The clamor of those who sought

to effect this change was such that I deemed it proper to

address .a letter /to the various governors of the Five Civilized

Tribes to the effect that it was our duty to make a determined

effort to erect a State out of the Indian Territory. I stated

further that I believed if a plan was earnestly entered into

by the governors, a constitutional convention called, wise

. fundamental laws adopted for the future government of the

State, and that these laws be submitted to Congress for its

approval, to become effective only after a submission to the

vote of the whole people of the Territory embraced, and upon

the expiration of present Tribal Governments, that such an

undertaking wavid succeed. I further urged that there was

a powerful sentiment in and out of Congress that was inclined

to make a State of the Indian Territory separate and apart

from Oklahoma, and that the exclusion of the liquor traffic

would bring to our side an', .influence that was world-wide.

The various governors heartily concurred in the views

presented, and upon being urged to do so, I called a convention

of the governors and their representatives at Eufaula, Creek



Nation, Indian Territory, on May 21, 1903. At that convention

it was recommended that the Chief Executive of each Nation, in

his next message to the General Council of his respective

Nation, recommend legislation authorizing the Chief Executive

to call an election to decide whether or not the members of

the Nation are in favor of an international convention; this

this convention to be composed of twenty delegates from each

of the Five Tribes, and to be held for the purpose of framing

a constitution for the State government to succeed the several

Tribal governments which expire by treaty provision on March

4, 1906. The Chief Executive shall also recommend that the

General Council prescribe a plan for the selection of delegates

to the Constitutional Convention and that the General Council

of each Nation shall instruct its delegates to incorporate in

the Constitution a provision prohibiting the sale of intoxicat-

ing liqu s within the boundaries of the State to be formed

out cif the Indian Territory. It is my firm conviction that

the time has arrived that we take some definite action in

this matter in order that Congress may be informed as to our

wishes as well as our friends throughout the United States.

I submit herewith the resolutions adopted at the

Eufaula convention, and earnestly hope that you may see proper

to accept the suggestions contained therein. I believe that

the Choctaw people should be permitted, along with the Indians



of the Five Tribes, to take part in the erection of at least

one State on a great continent to which they once layed claim,

and over which they exercised undisputed sovereignty.

TOWNSITE MONEY.

Under the terms of the Atoka Agreement (Section 34),

it is provided that:

*The money paid into' the United States treasury for

the sale of all town lots shall be for the benefit of the

members of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Tribes (freedmen excepted),

and at the end of one year from the ratification of this agree-

ment, and at the end of each year thereafter, the funds so

accumulated shall be divided and paid to the Choctaws and

Chickasaws (freedmen excepted), each member of the two Tribes

to receive an equal portion thereof*"

The honorable Secretary of the Interior has deemed

it advisable, thus far, to with-hold the payment of this fund,

for the reason that there are many whose rights as Choctaws

and Chickasaw citizens have not been finally adjudicated;

and until that event transpires and the rolls are completed

in their entirety, that these funds could not be disbursed

in strict compliance with the terms of the Treaty.

While there is much in this contention, yet it

seems to me that the urgent need of those who are entitled

to this money far outweighs every other consideration.



I have received many communications from citizens

throughout the Choctaw Nation urging upon me the necessity of

respectfully suggesting to the Interior Department the

pressing need of those who are entitled to share in this fund.

Especially is this true of the poorer classes of our people.

Those who have selected their allotments, and desire to make

needed improvements thereon, and those who are anxious to

make their selection but have not done so as yet, for the

reason that they have not been able to bear the expense of

a trip to the land office. The scandal growing out of the

allotment of lands and the unscrupulous methods adopted by

land companies in dealing with this class of Indians can be

traced to the fact that the dire necessity of these people

enabled the selfish speculator to take undue advantage of

their misfortune, and secure possession of their lands at a

shameful and wholly inadequate consideration. I am so

thoroughly impressed and an early payment of this money is

of the utmost importance that I suggest that a memorial

be addressed, by Council, to the honorable Secretary of the

Interior, respectfully urging the payment of this fund,

after deducting therefrom the amount that may be due those

whose claims to citizenship in the two Nations, have not

been finally adjudicated.

I would also recommend that said memorial



respectfully urge that, in the payment of this fund, the Secretary

of the Interior order the same paid in cash to the bonafide

citizens of each Nation and that no power of attorney or other

instrument of writing be recognized by the disbursing officer of

the government.

CITIZENSHIP.

Throughout the term of my public service as the Chief

Rxecutive of the Choctaw people, the greatest danger that has

confronted them has been from the claims of fraudulent citizen-

ship applicants and to their defeat and the protection there-

from of our people, the best efforts of my administration have

been directed.

I refer particularly to the claims of those citizen-

ship applicants, known as "court claimants," and I am gratified

to be able to state that, with the ratification of the Supple-

mentary Agreement and the creation of the Choctaw and Chickasaw

citizenship court, we are assured of a fair and impartial trial

of those cases.

Our attorney, Messrs. Mansfield, McMurray and Cornish,

of South McAlester, Indian Territory, are constantly representing

the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations before the Choctaw-Chickasaw

citizenship court, the commission to the Five Civilized Tribes

and the honorable Secretary of the Interior, and all "court

claimant," "white card," and Mississippi Choctaw," citizenship



eases. In addition they have, throughout the past year, repre-

sented the Nation in all matters that have arisen in the United

States courts before the various departments of the government

of the United States and elsewhere requiring legal advice or

assistance.

They have, since their employment by me four years

ago, as attorneys for the Choctaw Nation, labored earnestly

and unremittingly to protect our interests in the matters

entrusted to them; and during the past year, since the

pressure to break down the safeguards erected for the

protection of our property and political rights, has been

greater than ever before, has been performed with marked

success and to my entire satisfaction. They will, in

their annual report to me, set forth in detail the various

matters, citizenship and otherwise, which they have con-

ducted and with which they have been connected in our

behalf, which will be transmitted to you for your information.

=maw' RESOLUTION.

On April 10, 1903, I received through Honorable

T. W. Zewely, acting United States Inspector for the Indian

Territory, a copy of a resolution adopted by the legislature

of the Chickasaw Nation, approved by the Governor, November,

1902, entitled "an Act providing for adjusting the interests

of the Chickasaws and Choctaws in the monies arising from the



disposition of the right-of-way of the St. Louis, Oklahoma and

Southern Railway company, and lands taken inffixing the boundary

between the State of Arkansas and the Choctaw Nation."

It appears that the resolution was duly approved by

the President upon the recommendation of the honorable Secretary

of the Interior. The resolation contemplates the appointment

of a commission to be composed of three members, and to be

created in the following manner: One member to be appointed

by the Secretary of the Interior, who shall act as chairman;

one by the principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation, and one by

the Governor of the Chickasaw Nation.

The Honorable Secretary of the Interior, in his

recommendation, urges the President's approval of the

resolution upon the theory that it is desirable that said

claim should be finally determined, and that there appears

no better way than the appoinment of the commission as

suggested by the Act.

While I am decidedly of the opinion that the

Chickasaw Nation has no interest in the fund realized by

the Choctaw Nation in establishing the eastern boundary of

the Choctaw Nation yet I believe it the part of wisdom to

meet their representative on common ground and adjust this

difference which seems to exist between the two Nations.

I herewith deliver to you all official documents



-

relating to this subject, and recommend your favorable action,

with the view of closing up our affairs and adjusting any differ-

ences that may exist in a full, free and fair settlement with

the Chickasaw Nation.

TRGAT, SERVICES OF HONORABLE S. W. PEEL.

I submit herewith for your consideration the report

of Honorable S. W. Peel in reference to the legal services

rendered in behalf of the Choctaw Nation in 6 suit instituted

by the Pike heirs before the Court of Claims at Washington,

D. C.

During my visit to Washington City last winter

I discovered that an attempt was being made to have Congress

appropriate the amount due Mr. Peel out of the funds of the

Choctaw Nation, held in trust by the United States. I

induced our friends there to withdraw the bill, and stated

that I would have Council investigate the matter and effect

a satisfactory settlement. My subsequent investigation has

led me to believe that the Choctaw Nation is indebted to

Mr. Peel for the legal services rendered in this particular

suit, and that Council should make some provision embracing the

payment of the same.

CONCLUSION.

In concluding, I deem it not inappropriate to



congratulate the Choctaw people upon the fact that the

reported scandal among federal officials in the Indian Territory

which is attracting the attention of the country at this time,

does not in anyway involve the integrity of those who share

with me the responsibility in the administration of the laws

relative to the distribution of this vast estate among the

owners thereof. The fast and loose methods attributed to

others in authority by which advantage has been taken of the

Indian's poverty and his ignorance have met here a sturdy

resistence among the better element of our people.

This honorable conduct of our people at time when

the very air is filled with alleged fraud and corruption, is

certainly praiseworthy, and will unquestionably excite the respect

and admiration of our friends whereever they may be. You

will permit me to indulge in a reflection that must forcibly

impress itself upon the student who is familiar with Choctaw

history; which the unpretentious domestic government of the

Indians had its imperfections and the officers thereunder were

sometimes guilty of wrong-doing, yet when set oposite the

wholesale Wrongs that are being done and permitted to be done

by this people, the Indian government that is now passing,

when compared to the present arrangement, appears whiter than

snow. It is but a matter of justice, however, to assert

that so far as my observation has gone, the land office at



Atoka has been conducted in a commendable manner.

I shall submit to you, from time to time, by special

message, such other matters as may be brought to my attention

during your deliberations.

Respectfully submitted.

GREEN McCURTAIN,

Principal Chief, Choctaw Nation.
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EDITORIAL AND LETTER OF GREEN MCCURTAIN

Gov. Green MoCurtain of the Choctaw Nation, has
sent the following letter to each of the governors of
the Five Tribes.

The letter is remarkable inasmuch as it is the
first suggestion coming from an Indian favoring calling
a constitutional convention for the purpose of getting
the Indian Territory into the union without tying our
hopes to Oklahoma:

Sans Bois, I. T.,

March 14, 1903.

Dear Governor:

After much serious reflection, I am convinced

that it is the duty of the Indians composing the five

civilized tribes, to make one supreme effort to erect

a state out of the present boundaries of the Indian

Territory.

I believe that a plan, heartily entered into



by the Governors of these tribes, which comprehended

the calling of a constitutional Convention, composed

of Indians, and the adoption of wise fundamental laws

for the future government of the state, would succeed;

said constitutions to be submitted to Congress for its

approval, and to become effective upon the expiration

of present treaties after it had been submitted to the

vote of the whole people of the territory embraced.

I am convinced that there is a powerful sentiment,

in and out of Congress that is inclined, to give us a

state, separate and apart from Oklahoma.

The exclusion of the liquor traffic from the

Indian Territory would bring to our side an influence

that is world-wide.

It seems to me, in the light of our history, it

would be fitting and just to permit the Indian to have a

voice in the erection of at least one state, on a con-

tinent to which he once lay claim.

These slight suggestions are made with the hope

that the plan once undertaken, may be harmonious through-

out, insofar as the Indian is concerned.

I desire to add, in conclusion, that I have

addressed a letter written in a similar vien, to the

Governors of the other Nations. I hope, in the event



ye.

the ideas advanced are in accord with your judgment,

that I may hear from you at an early day on this

subject. I am,

Sincerely yours,

GREEN MoCURTAIN,

Principal Chief Choctaw Nation.



THE CLARENORE MESSENGER

Claremore, Ind. Ter.
Feb. 27, 1903
Vol. 8 No. 50

STATEYENT OF GREEN WCCURTAIN

Governor Green MoCurtain, of the Choctaw

Nation, while at Fort Smith recently, is credited

with making the following statement:

"If we have to be annexed to something,

our people would far prefer being annexed, to Ar-

kansas than Oklahoma," when asked his opinion of

the resolution introduced in the state legislature

by J. F. Weaver, requesting the government in the

division of the Indian lands to return to this

state forty-mile-strip taken from this state at

the time the Indus were moving to their present

domain.

I do not think the resolution will be

seriously considered," he continued, "but if it

is, I do not think the Choctaws and Chickasaws

would very seriously object. The Choctaws feel

very friendly to Ixkansas, and we have always



regarded the Itrkansas members of congress as our

representatives in that body. The land would be

allotted before the annexation would be made, so

the title of none of the allottees would be affected.

"It is not what the Indian wants that he

is getting now. 7e can only express his preference

between what congress can give him. Our people face

a condition and that is a change in our manner of

government. LS we have to have a change, we prefer

a state composed of the five tribes, and next to

that annexation to 4,rkansas."
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