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EDITORIAL ON GRE -71 M*.cCURTAIN

That there are a number of intruders here in

the Choctaw nation is not denied, and persons have

been living here for years and have never paid for

a ner=it. But such persons have been in sympathy

with the administration in power, and have never

been reported to the Indian Agent. But had they

opposed the despotic form of government as we

have to endure here, the Principal Chief would

not have closed his eyes for sleep until he had

reported them to the Indian Agent.

The Editor of the BANNER has not been here

three years and has taken out two permits, the

last one having expired in July, and since that

time the sheriff nor none of the other Choctaw

authorities have as much as mentioned the matter

to him, and he is now ready to put up the ten



dollars for a permit. But nevertheless, the

Principal Chief, who has about as much brains

as a half grown gourd, reported him to the

Indian Agent as an intruder. The trouble is

not that he is an intruder but the offense is

one much greater. He actually exposed Pet

1.1cCurtain's shortage, let the people know

that over $38,000 was taken from the people's

money and paid to his pet militia for making

a cowardly attack on Dick Locke's house not

giving his family a chance to get out, when

no warrant was out for his arrest, nor has he

yet been arrested. Mention was also made of a

i70,000 shortage of one of the ex-treasurer, who

has twice since occupied the highest position

in the gift of his people. When the finance

committee discovered his defalcation, he said

'bout like it me don't know anything 'bout this

thing book keeping. Me spent it for the nation.

Me kept none of it back." In the face of this

shortage his party being in full control of the

government, completely whitewashed him, and his

bondsmen have not been required to replace a

cent of his large shortage.



It is not that the editor of THE BANNER

is an intruder, but he is on the inside of the

rascality used by the Jones party to gain the

last governor's election, and the statesman (?)

they have for a chief was afraid it would be

told on him. We will be here at the jolifica-

tion at the opening up of this country into

one grand state when such ignorant rulers as

Jones will sink down into obliveon. The day

is not far off.
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7DITORLIL ON G=N 1:_CCURTAIN EX—TIEASURER

Tuskahoma, I. T.,

Oct. 6.

Both houses of the :Thoctaw council met at the regular

hour this morning and after introducing two or three minor bills

and resolutions, adjourned for dinner. lit 2 o'clock they met,

and Senator Harris introduced the following bill, which was laid

over for consideration. "Be it enacted by the general council

of the Choctaw nation assembled, that a general amnesty is hereby

granted and extended to all persons, charged with political crimes

in the late trouble from August 1, 1892, up to October 1, 1893,

against the Choctaw Nation, that all persons that are indicted

or that are subject to indictment in this political trouble from

hlugust 1, 1892, to August 1, 1893, shall have the benefit of said

amnesty and stand as though they had never committed any crime

against the Choctaw Nation; that this act take effect from and

after its passage.



It is thought the bill will pass without any opposition.

Both houses then adjourned until Monday and left on the evening

train for Paris, Tex., and Fort Smith, Ark., where they can get

refreshments. The newly elected national officers have made bond

and been sworn in and all taken charge of their respective offices

except Treasurer Willie Wilson. Green NbCurtain, the old treasurer,

has not got his renort in shape yet, but it is thought he will

have it ready by to-morrow.

From what can be learned the nation's finances are in a

shaky condition. From the auditor's books it is known that from

August 1, last year to October 1, this year 226,975 had been

audited on the treasurers from the general fund and over ,_”.0,000

still remain unaudited. Of this amount W,000 was to pay the

militia for services rendered last fall at South McAlister and

last spring at Antlers. For all this enormous exnense the

nation was not benefited a dollar's worth. There is only 81:00

in the treasury belonging to the general fund which will leave

a shortage of '',9,200, besides - 22,000 the Chickasaws claim the

Choctaws owe them on royalty. Delegates are here now trying to

collect it.

It is said that over - 6000 was paid to Joel Springs for

feeding the militia while at Goodland last spring. It will

take some wise legislation to get the nation financially straight.

The citizenship connittee has been appointed and is now looking



after its duties. Everything is very quiet here since Captain

Guthrie arrested James last night. Chief Justice Garland tried to

get Captain Guthrie to turn James over to the Choctaw authorities.

He told him that he would not, as he had abused his confidence once

and he would not trust him again.

maskahoma, I. T.,

Oct. 8.

Ex-Treasurer Green 7cCurtain has not been heard from since

he left here yesterday morning. It now turns out that his shortage

in the Lease district fund alone is over :,',100,000. The Treasurer

of the United States turned over to him $1,545,600. There were

13,749 Choctaws, registered to draw :::103 per capita. Out of this

number something near fifty failed to draw. If they had all

drawn it would have taken ?1,416,147 to pay them, leaving a balance

of $129,453. To this he has a credit of ._24,727, but it will

take about J5,000 from it to pay the balance of claims that are

registered. There is ,:,';104,727 unaccounted for.

No one knows how he stands on the general fund, as the

committee has not examined the books yet. Some of his political

friends are trying to ex/plain the matter and ash that public

opinion be not expressed until further investigation.



The Locke men are loud in denouncing him and a number of

the Jones men denounce him. His bond is only $30,000. His

shortage may reach $140,000 or $150,000.

The Choctaws are wondering what can be meant by the action

of ex-Treasurer Green MeCurtain, who hurriedly left the tribal

council immediately after letting his shortage of over $100,000

be known. The most probable inference is that McCurtain knew

his shortage could not be satisfactorily explained, and trusted

in the majority of the Jones party to cover his guilt. Bonds are

required of the Indian officers, but one has never yet been

collected on a defaulter, so the Choctaws will probably lose their

money and yet not have the satisfaction of punishing anyone for

it. It affords a good example of their anomaious position, sub-

ject to all the temptations and evils of modern government, yet

lacking every means of redress. There is one consolation,

however, Such conditions can not last forever. -- Kansas City

Times.
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EDITORIAL ON GREEN NCOURTATN EX-TREASURLD

TREASURER ECCUPTAIN'S shortage may foot up over 200,000,

as the total is not yet and probably never will be known. This

is a fair sample of the grab game governments now given to the five

tribes. McCurtain would, of course, oppose statehood and a responsi-

ble form of government,
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EDITOR= ON GIN /BCUPTAIN

Paris, Tex.,

Oct. 22.

There is no doubt now but the Choctaw council will exoner-

ate Green /ricCurain, in spite of his shortage of between a quarter

and a half million of dollars. The finance committee is practic-

ally of his own make, and will undoubtedly do as he bids. It

declares his account with the general fund is correct, but reserves

an expression on the lease district fund, and it is not believed

that the committee will ever report. It is with this fund that the

shortage took place. The national agent and all the collectors

had their reports approved first, as it was known would be done.

The council adjourns about the last of next week.
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EDITORIAL ON GREEN Me CURTAIN

Such men as Delegate Green !cCurtain are

sure to have a great deal of influence in —ashington

where civilization reigns. While at Tushkahoma,

he got drunk as a "biled owl" and was up with the

boys until after day-light, and had to be led to

his hotel. He waived his pistol in the air and

swore he would shoot any body who said he was

short in his accounts. However, we haven't yet

heard of any one being killed by the pugilistic

delegate.
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EDITDRIAL ON GREEN McCURTAIN

Green McCurtain says he is innocent: The

finance committee of which was composed of his

friends, evidently thought different, as they

refused to examine his lease district account.

Had he been innocent he would have insisted on a

thorough investigation. But as it was, a resolu-

tion was intorduced in the house authorizing

the Governor to appoint a committee to examine

his books, but the resolution was defeated; an-

other one was offered to lay the investigation

over until next council. That motion was laid on

the table, and council adjourned without acting

on it.
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