
Daniel Downing , - 2 -

) going to Taluequah with his father in the days before statehood.
He sayo he wil l nev.-r forget seeing the Federal prisoners chained to trees
in the Capitol Courthouse square. I t seems the prisoners were brought. :in
from different parts of the Cherokee N?tion and assembled here for transporting
to the Federal Ja i l at Ft . Smith. 'Gi coarse, vmen the weathur was b,id the
prisoners were kept in the Cherokee Nation J a i l . Ke recalls seeing the iron •
barred windows c-:J tno specially bui l t wagon used to haul prisosiers from

/ %

In ^uditiori to attending school at Doable Springs, Daniel/also attended the
Baptist Mission at lanlequah, Haskeil Ins t i tu t e , at id the Cherokee Llale Seminary.
After th: t he'soys he got married and 'misled'out on everything,1. He recal ls
that t.ie Baptist Mission was a large school wh re many of i t s 200 or so students'
boarded there. This . insti tution ><as located just southwest of wnere the s ta te
college" is now and. on the h i l l above the big springs. In .the northeast part of
whrt is now "Tahlcquah, there was a l i t t l e school around 1900 called Dogtown
school which Daniel attended for a short time. A Liiss Bushy he ad, and a "Miss
.<iley were teachers at~tnis l i t t l e school wien he v/ent there. '••

Back in tne early, days of 'i'ahlequah, Daniel remembers seeing the water wagon
i'o:nr r.vvjut to-.vr.. He does not remember tne name of tne colored man -.ho ,
drove the wc.gorv ar.d sold w^ter for ten ce its a narrei . Of the colorful old

/.iegros of the a rly days at tue Ch^roke^ Capitol -..as a freednan of tne John
AOSJ family, known as Stick *toss. St ick 's home was about a mile -west of the
oli Ch rokee "alo Seminary on whrt v/ar. knovm an Stick .tosi. Mountain."

la the yec-rs1 Daniel v/as aro md Halbert, he remembers .\hen c£l of tne tov/n on
or. the west ' ide of Do.:-le oprin^L Creek, "iier. the Friscs''put in i t s railroad

nd depot, the town begin move-!, r.t to the higher ground on tho edst side of
the Creek whore i t hac built up as .\e know i t now. C'haney and,' Parkf r were .

"the f i r s t men to put in-a store on the cact side of ^tni' creek, fv man by name
of Hill c i io ;'O|t in a store th re .•::. re he '-ougnt co-ton and fra*'in to ship
out en the railroad. /

-arl^' cicy circas1 : nd "-et.t z>\yxi "ire ocntly CG-TS to liuokogee. paniel recal ls
V.D --- Azys wnen people from j.anj.e.;uah arid the: surrbundinf; country woold load
dowr. tiie t rains to stdi^aui; room oily, a l l going to see the big shows. He «t ed
to go is;::: iTo1 t:.e 'depot ct hul:<-rt to i~ee tne t ra ins go through.

u . J.'". ort r.t j), rt o:"' t;:e l:i:i;r. ii">- is t:<rir -e : t .ngs, stonp dances, or what vj
t.!< ocr,.sion. In t;._s .va;/' tiiey T ' ; t oid frier.ds, renew acr.aain^ena- ct b, 'nd n?.kt
ne.-, frendi:. Tne Inau.r. pi-e^cners ,. d -.inicU-rs are always an important jr^"^ of
•j. z:.'\~? t n e r j v s . ^romi.'.^.t C < roket: pi-e.ee..era of fifty and sixty ye.sjs ago
were tne Jiev.o Dick I^»nus, Old:"i«.ld, L-utier, Cxir.ins, Jim Kingfisher, Jim
Pick.:", :.:.. others.

I:, th- :ays cei'ore s t ' t e n -;d : .v <:::e. the Cherokee N-tion ttood or. i t s own
.vorks :\z merits, the Interpreter figured importantly in Cherokee af fa i r r .
Janlel r^'C i i s thi t some of t.\--se men .vere flicr.ard Glorj-, Svrake lioach, Jeorge
ber.ge, L^vi Gri ts , Simon ..alkir.gstick, Ho-: tor. Teehee. Mr. Teehee was al::o
or.e of the t r ; i;.ed Cherokee lawyers, ?r v;as L!r. ..alki:.gctick. -


