
March 2k, 1969

Inddx side A, third part , recording time 5 min. - •
Index side B, f i r s t part> recording time 10 min.

Informant: Daniel Downing, 79-year-old Cherokee, of
Chouteau, Mayes County, Oklahoma

Subject: ^ i r . Downing comes from one of the largest of Cherokee families, and t* :

have scattered throughout a wide area. Such is the" case of Daniel
* ^Downing, who was born in the Tahlequah area and spent his boyhood

• in Cherokee County. He has traveled extensively, as well as having
s e : v ^ in florid •»ar I overseas. Before his' retirement he worked in
Tulsa for thirty.ye- r s . His father was Alex Downing who Cr>me fro™,
the Doable Sprinps community of Cherokee County. His mother wss
from the Blair family in the Lost City "country. Among_vother places,
Daniel has worked and lived in the Hulber't area many years . '

- He speaks of the Keener family, who were many in number and seemed
to have originally established themselves in the Lost City and
r'ourteen ^i le Creek area of the old Cherokee Nation. • One of the
original Indian burial grounds of the area was known as the .Keener
Cemetery, but was' abandoned fifty or.more .ye rs ago, and which was
located about five miles northwest of Lost City. The Cherokees then
established the New Keener Cemetery at the Keener Indian Church l |
miles west of Lost City, which is in use tof-day.

Daniel also lived for a while at Double Spri ivs, the original
'of his father. At one time nany Cherokees lived in this community.
One of the f i r s t schools Daniel attended was at Doable Springs which
war known as Hog Eye School. The name came from a big knot in the
l i n t e l log ov'JT the door of the School, sjrhich app srently resembled
the eye of a hog. \

In mentioning the old schools, about a mile on up Double Springs
'cresek, where i t headed, Daniel reca l l s the old Negro Seminary.
This ins t i tu t ion was part "of the educ t ional program of the Cherokee-
Nc'tion before statehood. He describes i t as having beer, located
on a t ract of ground above a 1 rge s;>ri:.p with beautiful well, kept
prounds , : u i la inrs , rardens, and orchards. The m.ain buixdinf was
a three-story brick s t ructure . , He . • ys this was also known as the
l.'egfo High School, arid the avorare attendance was from fifty to
sixty children conir../ fror. rdl parts of the Cherokee Nation. Often
th- school v/oald ne th" -nrctinf place for revival meetings and Indiana,
N'-'gros, -nd whites alike .vouid a t t r,d iuese big -eetiri^s held on the
school t r 3 a n d s . Danit-l do<-£ not k. ov.̂  just ;;re:\ ihe sci.ool wes built
bi t says, LO ^r.e r e . t of r.is knowlec^e, i t was eloped down when s t a t e -
hi:d f e l l upon ihe Chtrckee Nation, i'ho.-eaftnr, i t was ared in^er^it,*^ :.
L-y I.'egro orraniLatio:^ unti l i t burned about 1912. ^o-cay r»othin • re-.,
to mark tnis his tor ic place. Hepresenx-ed p.t the school v^ere- children :'r
sach Aexl-kr.qwn Negro families as ROSL, Vann, Pack, Hammer, and S t i l l , •
whose fore be., rers car^ .vith the Cherokees in Lhe rtemoval Period.

Movement of families e tablished by the pioneers along Dou.le Springs
coTr.unioy ha^ not been affecteS'^By the progress of time. Decendents

, of tho..e original families s t i l l livir.g hf re are the Grees, Gri ts ,
Triplett,- Dry, f<hitekiller, Swirnner, Crittenden, Neugin, and G
and many more whose" names,he does pot recal l at th is time.


