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Informant: " Daniel Downing, 79-year-old Cherokee, of
) Chouteau, Mayes County, Oklahoma

.

Subject: .Mr, Downing comes from one of the largeot of Cherokee families, and *l
have scattered throughout a wide area., Such is the case of Daniel <
<1Downing, who was born in the Tahlequah area and spent his boyhood
in Cherokge County. He hastraveled extensively, as well as having
se:vgﬁ in wiorld war I overseas., Before his retirement he worked in
Tulsa for thirty.ye rs. His rather was Alex Downing who came from
the Dcuble Sprinfs community of Chergkee County. His mother was
from the Blair family in the Lost Cisy "Gountry. Among .other places,
Uaniel has worked and lived in the Hulbert area mary years. '

* He speaks of the Keener tamily, who were many in number and seemed

to have originelly established thercelves in the Lost City and
rourteen ilile Creek area of the old Cherokee Nation.® One of the
orifinzl Indian burlal grounds ol the area was known as the Keener
Cemetery, but wag abandoned fif fty or more.ye rs ago, and which was
located about five miles northwest of Lost City. The Cherokecs tben
establisned the New Keaner Cemetery at the Keener Indian Church 12 .
miles west of Lost City, which is in Use {o-day.
Daniel also lived for a while at Double Sprin.s, the originil»hohe
‘of nis father., At one time nany Cherokees lived in this cdmmunity.
One of the first scuscols Daniel attended was at Double Springs which
wac known as Hog Eye School. The name came from a big knot in the
lintel log 6vir the door of" tie School, which appprently resembled
the eye of a hor. \\

In mentioning the 5ld ucnools, about a mile on up Double Springs

‘creek, where it headed, Daniel recalls the old Negro Seminary.

This lnstitution was part or the educ tionzl prografr of the Cherokee
Netion before statehcsd. He describes it as havilng beern located

on a tract of 'rourd dlové 1 rpe soring with beaxviful well, kept

crounds , ‘ulldin § rdens, and orchards, <{he main buiiding was

a three-story brlck structure, = He . ys this was also known as the

werto High School, Ad the avorare attenda-ce was from fifty to

sixty children conin- from all parts of the Cherokee Nation., Often

ie school would re the wfztlwr place for revival meetings and Indianc,
arrros, wnd wiites alike wowd att nd tuese big -eetings held on the
school yrounds, Danicl doeso not x. ow# just wren the scuool was luiit

bat says, o wee Pelt ol nlsy krowlearse, it was cloced dovn when state-
n:od fell upon the Cherckee Natlon. Theseafter, it was used in*er—iny @ Ly
Ly Legro oryanizations until it burned about 1912. lo-dsy rothin: re-. rs
to chh tais nistoric place. Represented st the schiool were-children :ron
sach #e.l-krnown liegro families as Rosc, Vann, Pack, Hammer, and Still, -
whoseé iorebe.rers came with the Cherokees in the ﬁemoval Period.
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Wovenent of ramilies ¢ tablisted by the pioneers along Dou.le Springs
communivy has not been a*iecteafﬁy the progress of time., Decendents

. of tho e original families still livirg here sre the Grees, Grits,
iriplett, Dry, ahitekiller, Swimmer, Crittenden, Neugin, ard Zrasshofpier,
and many more whose’ names,ke does pot recall at this time,
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